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enacts w_at(_er
use restrictions

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - For the
better part of 2026, despite
the heavy snow storms
that occurred late January
and early February, most
of Western and Central
Massachusetts, includ-
ing right here in Holyoke
have been at some level of
drought.

According to the city’s
website, On May 8, the
Energy and Environmental
Affairs (EEA) Secretary
Rebecca Tepper declared
that the Connecticut River
Valley is currently in
a Level 2 - Significant
Drought because of below
normal rainfall over the last
three months.

The Holyoke Water
Works surface water sup-
ply remains stable at 95%
capacity and is not currently
threatened by the drought
situation. However, in
accordance with the City’s
Water Management Act
Registration, the Holyoke

Water Works is implement-
ing water use restrictions:

All nonessential out-
door water uses are banned
with the exception of water-
ing of ornamental and flow-
er gardens with drip irri-
gation, handheld hose, or
water cans.

Essential uses of water
include: health and safety
reasons, including public
facilities used for cooling
such as the splash pad and
swimming pools, produc-
tion of food, including pri-
vately-owned home vegeta-
ble gardens, maintenance of
livestock, core function of a
business, irrigation of pub-
lic or interscholastic athletic
fields and public parks, and
watering of publicly funded
shade trees.

The water works said
nonessential uses of water
are: irrigation of lawns via
sprinklers or automatic irri-
gation systems, washing of
vehicles, except in a com-
mercial car was or as nec-

See WATER, page 6
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Submitted by
Holyoke Public Schools

HOLYOKE - Sonia
De Los Santos, a renowned
songwriter and children’s
author, received a warm wel-
come at Kelly Elementary
and E.N. White Elementary
during a recent visit. A Latin
Grammy nominee, Ms. De
Los Santos captivated stu-

l""

dents with musical per-
formances in English and
Spanish and a reading of her
newest children’s storybook,
“La Golondrina.”

The author’s visit
was made possible by
Joan Grenier, owner of the
Odyssey Bookshop in South
Hadley, and her Rise Up
Reading/Leyendo Pa’Lante
initiative, which donated

Songwriter/
author

dellghts

students
- oW =g
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Submitted photo

Last week, Author Sonia De Los
Santos visiting a pair of Holyoke
elementary schools to interact with
children using musical performances.

417 signed copies of “La
Golondrina.” Her donation
meant that every student in
grades PreK-1 at both ele-
mentary schools were able to
take their own personal copy
home to read again with their
families.

“La Golondrina” tells
the joyful story of a young
girl’s fascination with a
migratory swallow that

sings in the trees outside
her grandmother’s home in
Mexico. As the tale unfolds,
the young girl speaks to the
bird about its upcoming jour-
ney northward to find food
and a new home—much like
the one her own father is
making, and the one she will
someday make, too.

See AUTHOR, page 6

Submitted photo
HCC recently honored English Professor Patricia Sullivan, shown here with her granddaughters, proudly
displaying her faculty award.

Long-time HCC professor
honored with faculty award

HOLYOKE - Longtime
Holyoke Community
College English Professor
Patricia Sullivan, a Holyoke
resident and HCC alum, is
the recipient of the 2026
Elaine Marieb Faculty Chair
for Teaching Excellence
Award, the college’s highest
faculty honor.

As this year’s awardee,
she will lead the procession
of graduates and give the
keynote address at the col-
lege’s 79th Commencement
ceremony on May 30 at
the MassMutual Center in
Springfield.

The award was one of
six presented during HCC’s

annual, end-of-the-year staff
and faculty awards ceremony
on Wednesday, May 20.
Sullivan graduated from
Holyoke High School in
1974 and HCC in 1976. She
earned a bachelor’s degree
from American International

See AWARD, page 6

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - Once
again, Holyoke Public
Schools are recognizing
outgoing seniors who are
planning to seek higher edu-
cation to become a part of
the next generation of edu-
cators.

Last Friday, May 15,
Future Teachers Signing
Day was held.

According to the
Holyoke Public Schools, the
event celebrates graduating
seniors who are planning to
pursue a career in some area
of education following the
completion of undergradu-
ate programming.

The event was held
this year at Summit View

Pavilion, brought together
students, families, educa-
tors, and community mem-
bers as they honored the
next generation of educa-
tors—and encouraged them
to return to Holyoke as
teachers after earning their
certifications. The tradition
has entered its eighth year
now. Since 2019, HPS has
honored a combined 53 stu-
dents over the years.

This year’s honorees as
future educators include:

e Jimary Fardonk, a
senior at Dean Tech who
plans to attend Holyoke
Community College

¢ Samariliz Gaston,
a senior at Dean Tech who
plans to attend Holyoke
Community College

e Isabella Laury, a

Graduates make commitment
to becoming future educators

senior at Dean Tech who
plans to attend Elms College

« Kaylie Lopez, a
senior at HHS North who
plans to attend UMasss
Amherst

* Fynn Maldonado, a
senior at HHS North who
plans to attend Keene State
College

* Ashanty Provosot, a
senior at HHS North who
plans to attend Assumption
University

e Dani Rodriguez, a
senior at HHS North who
plans to attend Holyoke
Community College

e Bella Rosado, a
senior at HHS North who
plans to attend Holyoke
Community College

See FUTURE, page 6

Submitted photo
Eight Holyoke graduating seniors are making a commitment to pursue careers in education. They
were honored at a signing program held last Friday evening at Summit View Pavilion.

By Gregory A.
Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - On
Monday, Hampden
District Attorney
Anthony D. Gulluni has
announced that a juvenile
male indicted as a youth-
ful offender has been sen-
tenced in connection with
a shooting incident that
occurred inside the Holyoke

Mall on July 25, 2025.

The incident was one
of the most recent incidents
that have drawn emergency
personnel to the mall. There
have been a couple of shoot-
ings that have taken place
there, as well as a fire in the
middle of the mall near the
food court’s ventilation sys-
tem that has also taken place.

The resolution for the
juvenile that opened fire on
police resolved last week.

Last Thursday, the

defendant was sentenced to
five years to five years and
one day in state prison on
two counts of assault with
intent to kill.

Additionally, the defen-
dant received concurrent
state prison sentences of
two and a half years to three
years on charges of unlaw-
ful possession of a firearm
and possession of a firearm
without a serial number. The

defendant was also sentenced
to probation through 2032,
on two counts of attempted
assault and battery with a
firearm.

As conditions of pro-
bation, the defendant was
ordered to stay away from
the victims and the Holyoke
Mall, possess no firearms
or dangerous weapons,
and attend school, work, or
obtain a GED.

According to a press

. Last year’s Holyoke Mall shooting subject sentenced

release from the DA’s office,
at approximately 4:30 p.m.
on July 25, 2025, Holyoke
Police Officers working a
detail assignment inside the
Holyoke Mall approached
the defendant after a mall
security officer observed an
alleged shoplifting incident.
During the encounter near
the Round One entrance, the
defendant produced a fire-

See SHOOTING, page 6



» InThe News
Community Preservation Act funds granted to prolects
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HOLYOKE - The city
recently made Community
Preservation Act grant
awards for six differ-
ent projects. They include
funding for Holyoke City
Hall’s steps, Scott Tower
at Anniversary Park, hors-
es on the Holyoke Merry-
Go-Round, The Dwight St.
Garden, windows at Holyoke
Health Center, and improve-
ments to Butler’s Pantry at
Wistariahurst Museum.

There will be major improvements to Scott Tower, including
capping the tower base with cement pavement, replacement of
interior steps with an aluminum spiral staircase, graffiti removal
and repointing and mortaring the fieldstone wall. A new cement
concrete ramp with an aluminum railing to the Scott Tower
platform, and the surrounding drive will be graded and resurfaced.

Funds were given for an engineering study to rehabilitate the City
Hall granite stairs. This study will serve as the foundation for future
permitting, bidding, and construction. These historic granite stairs
serve as a primary entrance to Holyoke City Hall.

Another award is for the full restoration of four of the 98-year-old,
handcrafted wooden horses. The work includes transportation to
the restoration site, professional museum-quality restoration, and
the installation of new brass sleeves.

UCCH to host choral competition

HCC celebrates Commencement May 30

HOLYOKE - The
United Congregational
Church of Holyoke is pleased
to welcome Music in the
Parks, a regional choral com-
petition featuring some of
the most talented high school
choirs in the area.

The final two events
will be held on Friday,
May 29 and Friday, June
5. Admission is free, and the

public is warmly encouraged
to attend.

Music in the Parks draws
competitors from across the
region, making each event
a wonderful opportunity to
experience the energy, talent,
and dedication of young per-
formers at their best.

The United
Congregational Church of
Holyoke is an Open and

Affirming congregation of
the United Church of Christ.
We welcome all individuals,
regardless of where they are
on their journey. If you’d like
to learn more about UCCH,
please visit our website
at www.uccholyoke.org, find
us on Facebook or Instagram,
or call our office at 413-532-
1483 Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Holyoke Arts League to be featured
at Wistariahurst Museum exhibition

HOLYOKE - During
the month of June, the
Wistariahurst Museum at 238
Cabot St. will host an exhi-
bition of artwork by mem-
bers of the Holyoke Arts
League (HAL). The museum
and gardens are the historic
home of the Skinner Family
that owned and operated the
Skinner Silk Mill, the world’s
premier silk fabric production
facility in the city’s Canal
District.

Meet the artists at
an opening reception on
Monday, June 1, from 5-7
p-m. This event is free

and open to the public.
Throughout the month of
June, the exhibition may be
viewed free of charge during
the museum’s open hours,
Mondays from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m., and Tuesdays from 4:30
p-m. to 6:30 p.m.

This juried show will
include entries in oil and pas-
tel, watercolor, acrylic, tem-
pera, gouache and other non-
oil wet media, graphite, char-
coal, printmaking and other
graphic media, sculpture and
ceramics. Light refreshments
will be served.

The arts league was

founded in 1923 and is now
celebrating its 102nd year.
The League holds artist
demonstrations and weekly
adult figure drawing sessions.
For more information about
HAL, visit https://www.holy-
oke-arts-league.org online.
You may also address inqui-
ries to holyokeartsleague @
gmail.com.

For more information
about Wistariahurst, call
(413) 322-5660 or online at
info@wistariahurst.org. You
may direct inquiries about
Wistariahurst by emailing
munselle @holyoke.org.

HOLYOKE -
Holyoke Community
College will celebrate its
79th Commencement on
Saturday, May 30, at the
MassMutual Center in
Springfield. The ceremony
begins at 10 a.m.

This year, HCC will
confer associate degrees
and certificates to about 700
graduates from the class
of 2026. The procession
of graduates into the arena
and the keynote address will
be delivered by the yet-to-
be named recipient of the

Marieb Award of Teaching
Excellence, HCC’s highest
faculty award.

A handful of students
from this year’s class will
also be featured on the
Commencement stage.

Foundation of Health
major Yasmari Cardenales
’26 of Springfield will
deliver the student address
to her classmates. Music
major Gaia Ciano ’26 of
Springfield, the student per-
former, will sing “My Way,”
by Jacques Revaux, lyrics
by Paul Anka. Liberal arts

major Estefany Duron Mejia
’26 of Chicopee will present
the class gift.

For those who cannot
attend in person, HCC will
stream the Commencement
ceremony live over the
Internet. The live stream will
be available through a link
on the main page of the col-
lege website, www.hcc.edu,
where other details about
this year’s Commencement
can also be found.

The ceremony will be
American Sign Language
interpreted.

Golf to support Wreaths Across America

AGAWAM -
The Friends of the
Massachusetts Veterans
Memorial Cemetery at
Agawam and the Friends
of the Agawam Veterans
Council proudly announce
their Second Annual Golf
Tournament in support of
Wreaths Across America, a
national effort to honor and
remember our fallen veter-
ans during the holiday sea-
son.

This exciting event
promises a day of cama-

raderie, remembrance,
and community support.
Golfers, sponsors, and com-
munity members are invit-
ed to participate and help
lay wreaths at the graves
of veterans resting at the
Agawam Veterans Memorial
Cemetery this December.
The Tournament
will be held on June 28.
Registration begins at 10:30
a.m. and golfing starts at 12
noon at Agawam Municipal
Golf Course. The costs are
$135 for an individual golf-

er, $540 for a team of four,
$30 for dinner only, and
$100 to sponsor a tee. Other
sponsorships are also avail-
able.

To Register or Sponsor,
contact Marline Claremont
at 413-221-9548 or email
wreathfriends @ gmail.com.
Registration forms are avail-
able upon request. Join us in
honoring those who served
with a round of golf, good
food, and great company—
all for a noble cause.

Cameron promoted to Holyoke Medical Center executive vice president

HOLYOKE - Spiros
Hatiras, President and CEO
of Holyoke Medical Center
and Valley Health Systems
has announced the promotion
of Carl Cameron to Executive
Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer.

“Carl has been with
Holyoke Medical Center for
over 25 years and his dedica-
tion and commitment to the
hospital and our community
is unmatched. He has been
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ciency, while also
helping to recruit
and retain excep-
tional physicians
and staff mem-
bers.”

“I am proud
to be a part of
Holyoke Medical
Center and Valley
Health Systems
and our ability
to continuously
adapt and thrive as an inde-

pendent community hospital.
Together with the strong lead-
ership of Spiros Hatiras and
the hard work of our entire
team of physicians, nurses,
and staff, we are fulfilling
our vision as the best place
for care and the best place to
work,” said Cameron.
Cameron joined
Holyoke Medical Center in
2001. His roles have includ-
ed Chief Operating Officer,
Vice President of Operations,

Carl Cameron
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Youth sports
fundraiser

HOLYOKE - On
Wednesday, May 27,
Nick’s Nest will be hold-
ing a fundraiser for the
boys 5/6th grade Paper
City Basketball team.

The team is raising
funds for a tournament in
Hampton Beach. 5% of all
proceeds from day sales
will be donated to their
cause.

Chief Information Officer,
and Director of Information
Systems. He earned his
B.A. degree in Business
Administration from Western
New England University, and
an M.S. degree in Information
Systems from WNEU.
Cameron has a certificate in
Lean Healthcare from the
University of Michigan and
is a Fellow of the American
College of Healthcare
Executives.
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Wednesday Night
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Bar Bingo

Friday Night

starts at 7:30 pm
Trivia Night
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7 Days A Week

Queen of Hearts
Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm
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Joslyn Fox to headline PrideFest 2026

More Pride Month
events are scheduled

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Pride is proud to announce
that Massachusetts drag per-
former Joslyn Fox will head-
line Holyoke PrideFest 2026,
taking place on Saturday,
June 27, 2026, at Veterans
Park in downtown Holyoke.

Known for her humor,
heart, and unforgettable per-
sonality from Season 6 of
RuPaul’s Drag Race, Joslyn
Fox brings hometown New
England energy to what orga-
nizers say will be the biggest
Holyoke Pride celebration
yet.

Holyoke Pride has
grown from a grassroots
community gathering into
a month-long citywide cel-
ebration of LGBTQIA+
visibility, culture, and joy,
drawing thousands of attend-
ees from across Western
Massachusetts and beyond.
PrideFest itself has become

one of the region’s fast-
est-growing Pride events,
featuring live performances,
local artists, food vendors,
community organizations,
family activities, and night-
life events throughout the
city.

The 2026 celebration
begins with the annual Pride
Flag Raising Ceremony
at Holyoke City Hall on
Monday, June 1, followed
by a full calendar of events
throughout the month,
including:

e June 1 — Pride Flag
Raising 5 p.m. at Holyoke
City Hall

* June 5 — House of
Colors Youth Queer Prom

e June 7 - Buen
Provecho Drag Brunch

e June 13 - Holyoke
Pride Rainbow Run 5K
& 1-Mile Walk at Ashley
Reservoir

e June 25 — Drag Story
Hour at Holyoke Public
Library

e June 27 - Holyoke

PrideFest 12 to 6 p.m. at
Veterans Park

* June 27 - Holyoke
Pride After Party 6 to 11 p.m.
at The Wauregan

Organizers say the
expanded lineup reflects
Holyoke’s continued com-
mitment to building visible,
welcoming, and inclusive
spaces for LGBTQIA+ resi-
dents and visitors alike.

“Now more than at any
point in recent memory, it is
important that LGBTQIA+
people know they are not
alone,” said Holyoke City
Councilor and longtime
Holyoke Pride organizer Juan
Anderson-Burgos. “Pride is
more than a celebration — it
is visibility, solidarity, and a
public declaration that every
person deserves the right
to exist openly, safely, and
without fear. When com-
munities come together in
support and love, especial-
ly during difficult moments
in our country’s history, that
visibility becomes powerful.

Holyoke continues to show
that our city stands proudly
with the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity.”

Holyoke Pride organiz-
ers are also inviting local
businesses, organizations,
and community members to
become sponsors, volunteers,
and partners for the 2026
season. According to orga-
nizers, sponsorship support
helps keep many Pride events
free and accessible to the
public.

“What began as a one-
day event has become a city-
wide movement centered on
community, creativity, and
connection. Every spon-
sor, volunteer, performer,
and attendee helps make
Holyoke Pride possible,” said
Anderson-Burgos.

Additional announce-
ments regarding perform-
ers, entertainment, vendors,
and special guests will be
released throughout the
spring. Holyoke Pride orga-
nizers also wish to thank lead

In The News ¢

sponsor Holyoke Community
College and the Holyoke
Local Cultural Council for
their continued support over
the years, helping expand
LGBTQIA+ programming,
visibility, and community

celebration throughout the
City of Holyoke.

For event information,
sponsorship opportuni-
ties, volunteer signups, and
updates, visit www.holy-
okepride.org.

Plant Sale to be held
at Senior Center

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Senior Center
Garden Club will hold its
second annual plant sale on
Saturday, June 6, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Senior Center, 291
Pine St., Holyoke.
Shoppers will
find a selec-
tion of sun or - ‘:
shade loving
perennials,
plus herbs
and annu-

als that do well in our local
gardens. Members will be
available to answer ques-
tions about the plants they
enjoy. The sale will be held

rain or shine.

Proceeds from the
sale are used
for projects that
beautify and sup-

port the Senior
Center’s gardens.
Come and visit our
beautiful life-en-
hancing gardens.

Celebrate Juneteenth at Wistariahurst

HOLYOKE - On
June 19, Wistariahurst
Museum and Genuine
Culture welcome guests to
the Wistariahurst gardens
for our annual Juneteenth
event, Celebrate Juneteenth!
This event commemorates
freedom and the country’s
second Independence Day
through community and cel-
ebration. Wistariahurst and
Genuine Culture are collab-
orating for the fourth year to
bring back this celebration
for the Holyoke community
and beyond. Enjoy activities
throughout Wistariahurst’s

grounds. Play games in the
gardens, get creative with
hands-on art projects, and
more! There’s something for
everyone, with activities for
people of all ages.

This event will feature
performances including
Voices of Praise, storytell-
er Eshu Bumpus, and DJ
Pzo Pete! Local food ven-
dors will also be selling
food and drinks for guests
to enjoy, including Souper
Sweet, White Lion Brewery,
and Thai Chili Street
Food. Other performers
and food vendors are to be

announced.

Black-owned business-
es, makers, and artists will
be selling a variety of local-
ly made items. Local organi-
zations will also have tables
at the event, sharing infor-
mation on their initiatives
and what work they’re doing
in the community.

Juneteenth serves as
a poignant reminder of the
remarkable resilience of
Black lives, symbolizing
the challenges and victo-
ries of formerly enslaved
individuals striving for
unity, education, and polit-

ical engagement during the
Reconstruction period. So
mark your calendars and
bring your friends and fam-
ily to Wistariahurst Museum
on June 19 from 12 to 3
p-m. It’s going to be a day
of joy, making memories,
honoring history, and uplift-
ing the voices of the Black
community in Holyoke. Best
of all, admission to this cel-
ebration is completely free
and open to the public. We
can’t wait to see you there.

This event is sponsored
by the Adam’s Foundation
of South Hadley.

HCC Foundation awards $405K in scholarships

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Community
College Foundation has
awarded $405,000 in schol-
arships to students for the
2026-2027 academic year.

The HCC Foundation
awarded 438 scholarships
to 422 incoming, cur-
rent, and transferring HCC
students. Some students
received multiple scholarship
awards. Individual awards
range from $500 to $5,000.

HCC celebrated this
year’s recipients and donors
at a scholarship reception on
May 14.

The HCC Foundation
is a nonprofit that works
to advance the college’s

mission, vision, and val-
ues. Founded in 1968 as
the Friends of Holyoke
Community College, in
response to a devastating
fire that forced the college
to rebuild on a new campus,
the Foundation now manages
assets of more than $20 mil-
lion, the largest community
college foundation endow-
ment in Massachusetts.

Holyoke:

Lexi Amburgey, Cedric
Ayvazian, Max Berrios
Rivera, Zoe Bisbing,
Liushka Borrero Ramos,
Charlie Bridges, Odaliz
Cancel Acevedo, Eurene
Carabuena, Franchesca
Carattini, Eduardo Cardenas,

Alanie Castellano, Nathalie
Chavez,
Shaina Colon, Carolyne
Concepcion,
Concepcion,

Shakira Colon,

Suleika
Yarilis

Vazquez (two awards),
Lionel Resto,
Reynolds,
Nicole Rivera,
Rivera, Lexyanna Rivera,

Jennifer
Rafael Rivera,
Raysha

Conde Estremera, Joshua
Correa, Chad Correia,
Aneilys Cruz, Samantha
Diaz, Dinmariel Ferrer,
Tanayri Figueroa, Misterna
Isaac, Deysie Isaac, Jemima
Kitsa, Alicia Knapp, Cristal
LaSanta, Athena Lebron,
Rose Luciano, Tiff Mackey
(two awards), Deshaun
Malave, Arthur Mazzu, Luis
Medina, Scarlett Mendes,
Jamil Navarro, Eithan Ortiz
Viera, Natalie Pelletier,
Dorah Rains, Mariely
Ramos, Kristen Renta-

Erykka Rocha, Kevin
Rodgers, Jeremy Rodriguez,
Judeliz Rodriguez,
Jacob Rodriguez, Vivian
Rodriguez, Emmanuel
Rojas, Mayrangelique Rojas
De Leon, Karina Romero,
Katelyn Roque, Sammy
Rosa, Mya Sandoval, Jerika
Santana, Heidey Santos
Roman, Kayla Saunders,
Melissa Sepulveda, Aidan
Stark, Nick Sylvester, Sidney
Valentin, Aleena Valentin,
Caridad Vega-Ramos,
Tawana Walter.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Idies from The Estate

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO 2Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS,
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard
Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

Library loaning out tablets

HOLYOKE - The
library is offering tablets
for loan to patrons with a
Holyoke address and a
valid CW MARS library
card. The devices are pro-
vided through funding
from the Massachusetts
Broadband Institute.

The goal of the pro-
gram is to expand access
to education, workforce
training, and telehealth by
establishing public device
lending programs.

Devices are fully load-
ed with software. Please
call or stop by the library
for more details.

Tablets should be used
to support activity in one of

three categories:

* Workforce Dev-
elopment: Allow for job-
seekers to build skills that
support them in crafting
résumés, complete online
training, apply for jobs and
pursue remote work.

. Education:
Strengthen participation of
individuals to complete vir-
tual coursework, homework
help, adult education and
digital literacy training.

Health Monitoring &
Access: Provide devices
for telehealth visits, patient
portal navigation, access-
ing health information and
supporting remote patient
monitoring programs.

=
@ onovan's

Irish Pub

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyolté%‘
413-543-0791
donovanspub.com

Fri., Sat., Sat.,
May 22 May 23 | May 30
Jim McArdle & | Blaney Jack &
Jerry Murphy | Brothers | His Guitar
q 6-9pm 6-9pm A

A PRAYER
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

Holy Spirit, You who made me see
everything and showed me the way
to reach my ideal. You, who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget the
wrong that is done to me and you, who
are in all instances of my life with me.
|, in this short dialogue want to thank
you for everything and confirm once
more that | never want to be separat-
ed from you no matter how great the
material desire may be. | want to be
with you and my loved ones in your
perpetual glory. Amen. Thank you for
your love towards me and my loved
ones. Persons must pray the prayer
three consecutive days without asking
your wish. After third day wish will be
granted no matter how difficult it may
be. Then promise to publish this dia-
logue as soon as this favor is granted.
| will never stop trusting God and His

ower.
P RE.J.

it us at

rley

com

12 Load

Super Load Washers

& Dryers Available

MEMORIAL DAY

SPECIAL
$1.25 per Ib.

Until May 30, 2026

Whiting Farms Laundromat

Brand New, State-of-the-art Equipment!

Holyoke Shopping Center (old K-Mart plaza)
Also, on the PVTA Bus route!

2259 Northampton St., Holyoke, MA 01040
413-370-0096

HANNOUSH E

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In

Your GOLD

10% Off Jewelery Repairs

25% Extra

When You Use Your GOLD
Towards A New Purchase

Turn Your Gold Into Cash'

expires
9/30/26.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Social Security’s ‘First Year
Rule’ and withdrawing

Dear Rusty:

I am 63 years old,
and about to apply for my
Social Security benefits.

I am self-employed
but only working part
time. I know about Social
Security’s annual earnings
limit but recently I learned
I must also be concerned
about a monthly earnings
limit of $2,040. My ques-
tions are:

1) How do I find out if
I will be subject to a month-
ly earning limit of $2,040
per month? I thought it was
only evaluated annually.

2) If I choose to can-
cel Social Security within
the first year or after, what
are the penalties? Would 1
have to pay them back for
the whole amount for the
whole time that they paid
me? Which makes no sense,
since I have been paid into
SS since I was 13 years old.

Can you help me
understand this?

Signed: Claiming Early
and Still Working

Dear Claiming Early:

It can get tricky if
you are still working after
claiming your Social
Security before your SS
Full Retirement Age, espe-
cially during your first year
collecting. I’'m happy to
answer your specific ques-
tions:

1. There is a special
rule which applies during
your first year collecting
early Social Security ben-
efits (e.g., before your Full
Retirement Age or “FRA,”
which for you is age 67).
What will happen is this:
when the IRS provides SSA
with your 2026 earnings (in
2027), SSA will review to
see if your total 2026 net
earnings from self-employ-
ment exceeded the 2026
annual limit of $24,480.

If not, no further action
is necessary. But if you did
exceed the full year 2026
earnings limit, SSA will
contact you and ask you to
provide them with details
about your monthly 2026
net earnings. If you have
exceeded the monthly limit
in any 2026 month after
your SS benefit started, you
will not be entitled to SS
benefits for that month.

Essentially, if you
have exceeded the annual
limit, you cannot exceed
the monthly earnings limit
in any remaining month
during your first year of
collecting. If you exceed-
ed the annual limit and also
any monthly limit, SSA
will send you an overpay-
ment notice saying you
must repay them for the
benefits you were not enti-
tled to receive because you
exceeded the monthly earn-
ings limit.

2. You can, within
12 months of applying for
Social Security, ask SSA
to withdraw your applica-
tion for SS retirement ben-
efits. They will do that for
you, but you will also be

required to repay them all
SS benefits that they have
already paid to (or for) you.

This essentially would
“wipe the slate clean” and
enable your SS benefit to
continue growing, allow-
ing you to apply for a larg-
er monthly benefit later.
But if you wait longer
than 12 months after you
first apply for SS benefits,
you can no longer with-
draw your application for
Social Security. Thereafter,
you would be subject to
the annual earnings limit
(the monthly earnings limit
would no longer apply).

FYI, after you reach
your FRA, there is no limit
on your earnings and you
could choose to suspend
your benefit payments and
earn Delayed Retirement
Credits (DRCs) to get a
higher monthly benefit.
Also at your FRA, if SSA
withheld any of your bene-
fits because you exceeded
the earnings limit before
reaching your FRA, you
would get time credit for
the number of months your
benefits were withheld.
Essentially, they would
advance your benefit-start
month by the number of
months your benefits were
withheld, yielding a slight-
ly higher monthly amount
after your FRA.

Finally, it’s important
to know that the contribu-
tions you made to Social
Security from payroll
taxes (FICA/SECA) over
your lifetime are not what
determines your monthly
SS benefit amount. Your
monthly SS benefit is based
on two main factors: a)
your average monthly earn-
ings (indexed for inflation)
for the highest earning 35
years over your lifetime as
reported to the IRS, and b)
the age at which you claim
your SS benefits.

Your contributions to
Social Security while work-
ing only provide you with
eligibility to collect SS
benefits; the contributions
aren’t put into a separate
account for you and are
not used to calculate your
monthly SS benefit.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for information
purposes and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.
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Why do we wait until Memorial Day to plant?

or as long as I can
remember,
the “safe

date” for plant-
ing tender crops
was always
Memorial Day.

This year
in particular
the holiday is on
the early side,
the 25th of May,
as opposed to the
30th or 31st. Here in
New England, five or six
days can make all the differ-
ence in the world.

Sure, as I write, the mer-
cury is set to rise well into
the high eighties for three or
four days, then become more
seasonable again. It’s a won-
der the plants know what to
do.

Anyhow, read on to
learn about some tender
plants and how they respond
better when soil or air tem-
peratures have warmed.

Although cool lov-
ing peas and warmth lov-
ing beans are both legumes,
bean seeds in particular
crave seventy to eighty
degree soil in which to ger-
minate. This is particularly
evident with white seeded

bean vari-

eties, since the white seeds
reflect the heat instead of
holding on to it like dark
seeds do.

Oftentimes, white seeds
will rot before they sprout
if planted too soon. If you
are in the mood to gamble
and desire an early sowing
of beans, use a dark seeded
variety.

Untreated corn seeds
will not germinate in soil
below 60 degrees. We are
advised to be patient and
trust that seed planted in
warm soil will make up for
lost time, and they typically
will, in no time flat.

Those of us who plant
only a small plot have luck
starting corn seeds indoors
then transplanting the seed-

lings outside. I sowed my
corn two seeds per six
pack a few days back
and have it
on heat along
with a sowing
of winter
squash and
melons and
all are pop-
ping up nicely.

I usually pick
the best of the two

in the cell of the pack
and pinch away the slower
one so there is no compe-
tition, giving the stronger
seedling all of the room to
grow nicely. Never pull out
when thinning; roots may be
disturbed.

Speaking of seedlings,
it’s also important not to
shock our home grown pep-
per or tomato seedlings by
transplanting them into cold
soil or cold air. Night tem-
peratures should be a consis-
tent 50 degrees before plant-
ing out peppers.

I typically preheat the
soil my peppers are to be
planted in with black plas-
tic, laying it right down in
the garden bed for a week

See GARDEN, page 5
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By Ellenor Downer

W e s tern
Massachusetts res-
ident spotted this

brown thrasher in the

Berkshire foothills.

Sometimes they visit
feeders like the one in the
attached photo. Brown
thrashers blend in with their

surrounding and are tricky
to spot.
They are fairly large,

slender songbirds with long

proportions: the legs are long
and sturdy, the bill is long

and slightly down curved

and the tail is long.

They often cock the tail
upward in the manner of

wrens. A bright yellow eye,

gray brown face and black

and white wings bars are
other identifying features.

Thrashers are reddish

brown on the head, back,

tail and wings. They have a
white breast and belly with

darker speckling.

They are 9.1 to 11.8
inches long or slightly small-
er than a blue jay. The brown
thrasher is the only thrasher
species found east of Texas.

Thrashers have one of
the largest repertoires of any
North American songbird
over 1,000 different songs.
Since they rarely venture
far from thick undergrowth,
there singing give their loca-
tion away especially when
perched in a treetop or
shrubs.

Their songs are a com-
plex string of many musical
phrases, many copied from
other birds’ songs with each
phrase typically sung twice.
They also make a distinctive,
harsh” tsuck™ note.

They imitate other birds
including Chuck-will’s-
widows, wood thrushes and
northern flickers.

Photo by Connie Schwaiger
Brown thrasher

Both males and females
incubate the eggs and feed
the young. Nestlings some-
times leave the nest fully
feathered within nine days of
hatching, earlier than either
of their smaller relatives, the
northern mockingbird and
gray catbird.

An aggressive defend-
er of its nest, the Brown
Thrasher is known to strike
people and dogs hard enough
to draw blood.

Shrubby habitats
are popular hideouts for
nest predators, which may
explain why the thrashers

See BIRDS, page 5

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or

emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s

4 o MAY 22,2026 * The Holyoke Sun

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The
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aan@turley.com
sports@turley.com
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wdelcamp@turley.com

The Holyoke Sun
is published every Friday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
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Fax (413) 289-1977.

@

©
{at

Turley®

Publications, Inc

www.turley.com
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| etters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers to
include their name, address
and phone number in order
for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to
publication. Addresses and
phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anonymous
letters will NOT be pub-
lished.

We reserve the right to
edit or withhold any sub-
missions. Libelous, unsub-
stantiated allegations,
personal attacks or defa-
mation of character are not
allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at noon.

Please email (preferred)
letters to thesun@turley.
com. Mailed letters can be
sent to The Sun, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

66 ut you look so
good!” When
someone with

a disability hears those
words, it’s not necessari-
ly a compliment. In fact, it
may make them feel unseen
and unheard. That’s because
many disabilities are not
immediately apparent to oth-
ers.

According to the World
Health Organization, 1.3 bil-
lion people worldwide live
with disabilities. In 2008,
the number of Americans

VOour
healtn

with disabilities was about
39 million, but that number
is probably much higher
now because of the effects
of the COVID pandem-
ic. About 17 million adults
report symptoms of “long
COVID,” with most say-
ing that the symptoms limit
their daily activities to some
degree.

Many symptoms of long
COVID, such as fatigue and
“brain fog,” are invisible. In
fact, it’s estimated that more
than 70% of disabilities are

In The News ¢

Not every health challenge is a visible one

invisible, including autism,
ADHD, dyslexia, chronic
illnesses and mental health
conditions. Many invisible
disabilities go undiagnosed
or misunderstood, leading
to barriers in education,
employment, travel and mar-
ketplaces.

“True inclusion begins
when we start recognizing
what we cannot see,” says
Mary Anne Ehlert, president
of Protected Tomorrows
in Lincolnshire, which
helps special needs fami-
lies prepare for the future.
“Families in all walks of
life experiencing all forms
of disabilities, no matter if
developmental, cognitive,
physical or mental health
disabilities, need specialized
guidance and support.”

Autism is a prime exam-
ple. It lies along a spectrum
from mild to severe, mean-
ing that many children and
adults who appear “normal”
may in fact be struggling
with work, school and social
interactions. Someone could

wonder why that person is
behaving as they do with-
out realizing that there is an
underlying cause.

Another example in the
news recently is dyslexia,
which causes children and
adults to have difficulty with
reading and writing because
of how their brains are
wired. Cruelly, children with
dyslexia have been labeled
“stupid” or “slow,” when in
fact, the only difference is
that they approach learning
differently. Many success-
ful people, from Tom Cruise
to Cher to California Gov.
Gavin Newsom, have dys-
lexia.

If you’ve ever watched
someone pull into a hand-
icapped parking space and
get out of the car without
apparent difficulty, remem-
ber that three-fourths of
those with disabilities
don’t use assistive devices,
such as wheelchairs, walk-
ers or canes, according to
the Invisible Disabilities
Association (invisibledis-

abilities.org).

“Everyone deserves to
live their best life,” Ehlert
said. “Whether or not a
person utilizes an assistive
device, if they are debili-
tated by symptoms such as
fatigue, dizziness, mental
health disorders or cognitive
difficulties, they are living
with invisible disabilities.”

People are quick to
judge, writes Kathleen
Bogart, a psychology pro-
fessor at Oregon State
University, Psychology
Today. She cites a study that
showed people are less will-
ing to help individuals when
the disability isn’t visually
apparent. “Society relies on
appearance when deciding
who is legitimate, truthful
or entitled to support,” she
wrote.

Invisible disabilities
may also cause doctors
to overlook diagnoses or
assume symptoms are exag-
gerated.

“If providers overlook
symptoms, individuals may

choose not to disclose their
disability at all or lose trust
in the health-care system,
leading to fewer supports,
connections, and increased
mental health strain,” Bogart
wrote.

In 2016, Gatwick
Airport and some part-
ners created the Hidden
Disabilities Sunflower as a
way to for someone to vol-
untarily communicate their
need for extra time or assis-
tance without having to
explain themselves over and
over. The sunflower sym-
bol is now recognized all
over the U.K., and has been
adopted at U.S. airports, too,
including Boston Logan.

The Sunflower organi-
zation offers lanyards along
with personalized ID cards
that identify a person’s hid-
den disability and the types
of assistance they may need.
Businesses and nonprofits
can join the Sunflower net-
work as well. Visit hdsun-

See HEALTH, page 6

BIRDS, from page 4

fledge so quickly for birds of
their size. Brown Thrashers
are the largest common host
of parasitic brown-headed
cowbirds.

The oldest Brown
Thrasher on record was at
least 10 years, 11 months
old. It was found in Florida
in 1978 where it was banded
in 1967.

Rose-breasted grosbeak

A Worthington resident
saw a rose-breasted grosbeak
showed up at his feeder ear-
lier than usual on May 1. He
said they always arrive the
first week of May. Last year
it was not until May 7.

Belchertown birds

A Belchertown res-
ident sent an email report-
ing birds seen and heard on
his property. They included
Baltimore oriole, grey cat-
birds, a Blackburnian war-
bler in the maple tree, and he
heard, but not seen, a north-
ern parula. He also has a pair
of eastern phoebes nesting
under an eave of the house.

At nearby Lake Wallace,
he took photos of yellow
warblers and a green heron
catching fish.

Red-shouldered hawk

A Montgomery resident
saw a red-shouldered hawk
recently.

Nesting sparrows

A Belchertown resident
said she had sparrows using
a nest box in her yard. She

NURSES: TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
CAREER & MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

/ Become a Private Patient Advocate

 High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule _
 Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance §
 Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

u EADVBBATE
ENTREPRENEUR

found a few of their babies
on the ground.At first, I
thought something got into
the nest, but today a found
another one. I think the nest-
ling had died and the parents
got them out. She said she
may remove the nest box and
replace it with a new one in
case the sparrows succumbed
to disease.
Brimfield birds

A Brimfield resident
said he put up the hum-
ming bird feeders in late
April when he learned of a
ruby-throated humming-
bird in Ware. A couple days
later he had an adult male
ruby-throated hummingbird
and a few days later he saw
a female.

He said, “One each gray
catbirds, male Baltimore ori-
ole and males rose-breast-
ed grosbeak showed up last
week. This week a second
male oriole and two more
grosbeaks show up, another
male and a female. He also
has a male eastern towhee
in his yard. He said, “A cou-
ple of years ago we had two
male towhees in the yard and
one spent the summer attack-
ing its reflection in the many
windows despite best efforts
to dissuade it.”

He said elsewhere, in
Warren on South Street there
are three occupied great blue
heron nest and two others
he was not sure if they were
being used. The osprey pair
has been around for awhile.
The nest has gotten deep-

er over the years and on a
recent visit he could only see
the tail or maybe wing feath-
ers barely showing above the
nest. I think incubation has
started, but can’t be sure.

He also has a male com-
mon yellowthroat and house
wren in his yard.

He said, “House wrens
have nested in nesting box-
ers in the yard several times
and I saw feathers near the
entrance hole on a box they
have used before. The wrens
have a habit of building false
nests in a couple of boxes
that hey never use.”

He also said, “A male
yellow-bellied sapsucker
spent some time on a native
dogwood and today a sap-
sucker, probably the same
one, spent several hours tap-
ping away at the same tree.”

Geese in a pavilion

On May 12, I drove
by Camp Putnam in New
Braintree and saw four geese
under their pavilion near the
pond. I see many Canada
geese in fields or ponds, but
I have never seen them in a
pavilion.

Other birds

On May 8 I received
an email reporting a scarlet
tanager, grosbeaks and hum-
mingbirds.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

BOOK A CALL TODAY
WITH TERI FRYKENBERG

@ www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

GARDEN, from page 4

prior to planting. I cut holes
into it at transplanting time,
amending each hole as I go.
For added warmth,
some gardeners looking to
get a head start often use
a row cover to add a few
degrees of warmth and pro-
tect plants from the wind.
Tomatoes are planted
outside after all danger of
frost has passed. Typically
on Memorial Day! In fact,
I think the whole “safe
date” theory came to be
because of tomatoes! When
I was just getting started in
horticulture I remember all
sorts of contraptions people

used to use to try and get
the first ripe tomato in the
neighborhood.

By planting tomatoes
transplants earlier you
could get earlier fruiting.
Cloches or wall-o-waters
were popular before the
floating row covers became
the rage.

I typically wait to
transplant my tomatoes.
Mine are huge this year.

Remember, if your
plants get big and your
are still a few weeks away
from getting them from the
six pack into the ground,
“pot them up.” It’s a term
for going up a size, say
from a cell to a four inch

pot, so roots don’t get
bound before they get the
chance to live happily ever
after in the garden.

Soon enough, for sure.

Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the
Stockbridge School
of Agriculture at
the University of
Massachusetts. For the last
34 years, she has held the
position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers.
Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @ tur-
ley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject
line.

Blessed Sacrament Parish

Rev. Duy Le

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.

Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.

CHURCH

www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org

FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke

(413) 533-7728

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service

(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com

Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661

parish@ourladyofthecross.com

OFFICE HOURS: The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 485 Appleton St., Holyoke
WEEKEND MASSES: 413-532-5060

Saturday 4 p.m. Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish), StPaulsHolyoke.org

and 10:30 a.m. Instagram:

DAILY MASS: stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.

ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church

Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org

Social media:

facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

WORSHIP:

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

First Lutheran Church
1810 Northampton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

Every Sunday at 9 a.m.

Your =2
Community

Church
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» InThe News
F U TURE, from page 1

According to a press
release from HPS, Holyoke
High School North
Principal Lori McKenna
offered welcoming and
closing remarks for the eve-
ning program. Guest speak-
ers included Rep. Patricia
Duffy, School Committee
Vice Chair Devin Sheenan.

One special guest
of this year’s even was
Massachusetts Secretary
of Education Dr. Stephen
Zrike, a familiar face as
he previously served as a
superintendent/receiver for
Holyoke Public Schools
from 2015-2020. Guest
attendees also included rep-
resentatives from Holyoke
Community College, Clark
University, and College of

Our Lady of the Elms.

The Future Teachers
program is a win-win for
both graduating high
school seniors of today
and the future students of
tomorrow, explained HPS
Director of Recruitment
Christie Elman. “Students
who sign the Future
Teachers pledge are set-
ting a vision for the kind
of careers they see for
themselves after college,
which in turn helps them
stay focused and motivated.
And for our schools to be
able to hire former students
as HPS educators in the
future is another way we
can continue to support the
next generation of students
through teachers who know
first-hand about living and
learning in Holyoke.”

800ks THAT SING
LIBRos QUE CANTA

AU TH OR, from page 1

Born in Monterrey,
Mexico, Ms. De Los Santos
has been singing in Spanish
and English for audiences
of all ages since 2007, when
she joined the Grammy
Award® winning group Dan
Zanes and Friends. As a
solo artist, she has released
three family music albums
and one EP that all celebrate
the subjects that mean the

Latin Grammy Nominee

most to her: migrating birds,
friendship, chocolate, and
anecdotes about growing up
in Mexico and realizing her
childhood dream of moving
to New York.

Ms. De Los Santos has
been nominated for a Latin
Grammy® and hailed by
Billboard as “one of the
Latin Children’s music art-
ists you should know” and
“Best Latin Children’s
Music.” She has performed
at renowned venues and

SONTA DE LOS SANTOS se

illustrated by
_ 'TERESA MA}I%TINEZ_

festivals such as Carnegie
Hall, Lincoln Center, Austin
City Limits, Lollapalooza,
The Getty Museum, The
National Gallery of Art,
The Smithsonian Folklife
Festival, and many more.
In 2020, Sonia launched En
Casa con Sonia, an online
musical series recorded from
her home, and in 2021, she
debuted ;Qué Pasa, Sonia?
a radio segment featuring
some of her favorite songs at
Sirius XM'’s Kids Place Live.

WA TE R y from page 1

essary for operator safety,
washing of exterior build-
ing surfaces, parking lots,
driveways or sidewalks,
except as necessary to
apply surface treatments
such as paint, preservatives,
stucco, pavement, or con-
crete.

The orders from the
water works state residents
are encouraged to practice
water conservation meth-
ods, including minimizing
overall water use, taking
shorter showers, running
dishwashers and washing
machines only with full
loads, and addressing leaks
in a timely fashion.

According to the state
drought condition index,
Level 2 is described as a
significant drought, with
Level 3 being considered
critical, and Level 4 being
considered an emergency.

While some minor rain
is in the forecast for the
upcoming weekend, it is
not yet predicted how long
the drought conditions, and
thus the water use restric-
tions, could be in place for.

SHOOTING, from page 1

arm and discharged a round
in the direction of officers.
One officer returned fire,
striking the defendant in the
leg.

“This defendant’s reck-
less and violent actions
endangered law enforce-
ment officers, mall employ-
ees, and innocent shoppers,”
said Gulluni. “This sentence
reflects the seriousness of
bringing a loaded firearm
into a crowded public place
and opening fire. We are
grateful no innocent indi-
viduals were injured and
commend the responding
officers for their profession-
alism and courage during an

extremely dangerous situa-
tion.”

Holyoke Police Chief
Brian Keenan was pleased
with the outcome of the
case and the sentencing of
the juvenile involved in the
incident.

“I would like to thank
Hampden District Attorney
Anthony Gulluni and ADA
Curtis Frick who did a tre-
mendous job prosecuting
this case,” Keenan said.
“When a police officer is
shot at, there must be severe
consequences, so a situ-
ation like we witnessed in
Cambridge doesn’t repeat
itself. I commend the Judge
for his ruling. The mall
should be safe haven for all

our visitors and its employ-
ees. This suspect’s brazen
actions put our officers and
mall patrons in a potential-
ly deadly situation. I would
also like to applaud our
officers involved for their
professionalism and poise
during this incident.”

The case was inves-
tigated by the Holyoke
Police Department and the
Massachusetts State Police
Detective Unit assigned
to the Hampden District
Attorney’s Office.

The Commonwealth
was represented by
Assistant District Attorney
Curtis Frick and Victim
Witness Advocate Cassidy
Dill.

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

CLUES ACROSS 24. Greek goddess of CLUES DOWN

1. Government the dawn 1. Abstain from
lawyers 25. Not close 2. Admirer

4. The back of a 26. NHL legend 3. Expedition to
person’s neck Bobby observe animals
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19. Functions

20. Breed of sheep

23. Mocking pieces

24. A major division
of geological time

8. Mild yellow Dutch 27. A ballplayer 4. Act that is 25. Andiron
cheese would love to do legally void 26. Many not ands
10. In a less flashy this 5. Ww2 27. Cuban city
way 34. Charity combatants 28. He voiced
11. Living room 35. City in Finland 6. A tool “Olaf”
piece 36. Loomed over 7. Looked at 29. Criticize
12. Shepherd dog 37. Vaccine 9. Showing wild 30. “Thundercats”
13. A citizen of Iran developer excitement character
15. Moved slowly 38. Avoids capture 10. Banknotes 31. Markings
16. Small finch 39. We all need it 12. Tired 32. Gets up
17. Previously 40. Openwork fabrics 14. Printers need it  33. MLB lefty
18. What a kid does  41. Get away 15. Women’s reliever A.J.
on Halloween 42. Something you patriotic group 34. An assembly of
21. Monetary unit might hit 17. When you witches
22. Using dry humor  43. Soviet Socialist anticipate getting 36. High energy
23. Ocean Republic somewhere lasers (abbr.)

A WAR D, from page 1

College and a master’s
degree in English from
Westfield State.

She began her profes-
sional career at HCC in
1981 as a member of the
Business Department, teach-
ing shorthand and business
writing. In the early ‘90s,
she joined the English facul-
ty, where she has taught ever
since.

“HCC has become my
second home. Really. Truly,”
she said. “I could have
retired many years ago, and
I choose to stay. I don’t want
to leave. When I think about
leaving, I just know that I
can’t —yet.”

She is married to former
Holyoke Mayor Michael
Sullivan, with whom she has
three children and six grand-
children.

“I could have retired
many years ago,
and I choose to stay.
I don’t want to leave.
When I think
about leaving,

1 just know
that I can’t — yet.”

- Patricia Sullivan
HCC faculty honoree,
English Professor

The Marieb Award,
endowed by the late HCC
professor emeritus Elaine
Marieb ‘80, recognizes a
full-time faculty member
for outstanding classroom
teaching. Award recipi-
ents serve for one year,
receive a small stipend

for professional develop-
ment, lead the procession
at Commencement, and
give the keynote graduation
speech.

The college also
presented the Christina
Royal Equity in Action
Award to Julissa Coldn,
dean of student experi-
ence; the Idelia Smith
Adjunct Faculty Award to
accounting instructor Lois
Koltz; the Outstanding
Professional Staff Award to
Mari Cintron, staff assis-
tant in the Division of
Institutional Advancement;
the Outstanding Classified
Staff Award to Yarida Cruz,
administrative assistant in
the Center for Academic
Program Support; and the
Outstanding Part-Time
Staff Award to Monica
Archibald, clerical assistant
in the Center for Academic
Program Support.

HEALTH, from page 5

flower.com/us for details.

The symbol conveys a
universal request: Approach
with patience and under-
standing. It is also a way to
increase disability represen-
tation and show connection
with the disability commu-
nity.

Recognition of invis-
ible disabilities is likely
becoming a larger chal-
lenge because ‘“inclusion”
has been tainted as the cur-
rent political climate turns
against diversity, equity and

inclusion (DEI). Research
shows that few employees
reveal invisible disabili-
ties to their employers, and
even fewer are comfortable
asking for accommodation,
which they are entitled to
under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA).

We can all play a part in
building awareness of invisi-
ble disabilities by not being
afraid to reveal them and
showing kindness and con-
sideration to those who do.

Teri (Dreher)
Frykenberg, R.N., a
registered nurse and
board-certified patient

advocate, is the found-
er of www.NurseAdvocate
Entrepreneur.com, which
trains medical profession-
als to become success-
ful private patient advo-
cates. A Monson, MA res-
ident, she is the author of
“How to Be a Healthcare
Advocate for Yourself &
Your Loved Ones” and her
new book, “Advocating
Well: Strategies for Finding
Strength and Understanding
in Health Care,” available
at Amazon.com. Contact
her at Teri@ NurseAdvocate
Entrepreneur.com to set up a
free phone consultation.

dventure fourns

Fast Eg:rry $220 L

Sharc't "Q.\\; cntl

June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch

...................... $185
July 11 ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry...........couusuurunnns $220
Sept. 26 ..Pickity Place Lunch.. reesesr e $130
Nov. 7......Great Gatsby at PPAC ...........ccuuunsenrersnssenns $165
Aug. 30....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .............. from $1699

of arren K

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES




sports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

Mustangs

]
Flemin Sori
defeat Knights ::
a pitch.
MONSON — Last four hits, he socked two dou-
Monday afternoon, Monson bles. He was a triple short of / :
High School defeated the cycle. Jake Beaupre also
Holyoke 13-7 in baseball had two hits. /
action. Holyoke had two hits
The Mustangs were led from Jeremy Francisco, /
by a first-inning home run by ~ while Aidan Robinson drove @
Benjamin Pignone. He fin- in two runs. Monson fin- f
ished with four hits and five ished the regular season at
RBI in the game. Among his  12-4.
- -\

@ @turleysports

n acebook.com/turleysports

')_‘.Hee__‘»_r . f L )

www.sports.turley.com

Justin Rivera hustles for second base.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Victor Flemin Sori takes a swing.

Knights fall to Panthers

Ryan Greaney sends a throw to first. |

Aiden Robinson makes a throw across the diamond.

HOLYOKE - Last
Friday afternoon, Holyoke
High School softball lost to
Palmer 19-7 to put them-
selves in a must-win situa-
tion for their final game of
the season.

Holyoke did muster
some early offense with
runs in the second, third,

and fourth inning, but
Palmer had a 10-run first
to jump out to a big lead,
and a five-run sixth got the
Panthers up by 12 runs to
invoke the mercy rule.
Holyoke got two hits
each from Grace Bechard,
Zomaris Robles, and
Samantha Rodriguez.

Holyoke was scheduled
for one final game against
West Springfield, with a
win getting the Knights to
.500 and an automatic spot
in the Division 2 state tour-
nament. Holyoke could also
rank in the top 32 of the
division to qualify automat-
ically.

Volleyball Hall of Fame announces Class of 2026 inductees

HOLYOKE - The
International Volleyball Hall
of Fame (IVHF) is proud to
announce its 2026 induction
class, with the official cere-
mony scheduled for October
17 in Holyoke, Mass., USA,
the Birthplace of Volleyball.
This prestigious group of
nine legends, representing
eight distinct disciplines
within the sport, has been
selected for their histo-
ry-making contributions,
standard-setting excellence
as global icons on the field of
play and significant impact
off the court. In addition,
four special award honorees
will also be honored for their
contributions to the sport.

The 40th IVHF induc-
tion class features transfor-
mational leader and former
FIVB President Dr. Ary
Graca (Brazil, leader); three-
time Olympian and FIVB
World Champion April
Ross (United States, female
beach player); two-time
Olympic Gold Medalist and
legendary libero Fabiana
“Fabi” Alvim (Brazil, female
indoor player); two-time
Olympian and World Cup
Gold medalist Yoel “Jo&l”
Despaigne (Cuba, male
indoor player); four-time
Olympian and two-time

World Champion Ekaterina
Gamova (Russia, female
indoor player); three-time
Olympian and two-time
World Champion Alison
Cerutti (Brazil, male beach
player); legendary play-
er who also coached his
country’s first Olympic
Gold Medal-winning
team Laurent Tillie (France,
coach); the architect of
Paralympic inclusion Denis
Le Breuilly (England,
ParaVolley) and three-time
Olympic referee Takashi
Shimoyama (Japan, referee).
Also announced are
four special award win-
ners, recognized for
their contributions to the
IVHF or the global sport
of volleyball itself. They
include the late Gabriel
Cherebetiu (Mintonette
Medallion of Merit,
Romania/Mexico), John
Cook (Mayoral Award
of Excellence, United
States), Starlings
USA (Court of Honor,
United States) and Alejandro
Coccia (Award for Media
Excellence, Argentina).
“The IVHF 2026
Induction Class brings
together some of the most
outstanding figures in our
sport. Big congratula-

International VVolleyball
Hall of Fame ..

tions to the inductees and
to the IVHF Leadership,”
said Fabio Azevedo,
President of the FIVB. “The
entire Global Volleyball
Movement thanks and fully
supports the excellent work
carried out by the IVHF in
promoting the values, lega-
cy and heritage of our sport
by honouring the athletes,
leaders and officials who
have made an exceptional
contribution to the devel-
opment of volleyball and
beach volleyball around the
world. Celebrating these
legends strongly aligns with
the FIVB Strategic Vision
2032, and our continued
partnership with the IVHF
helps bring this vision to life.
Together as One!”

All told, the IVHF has
inducted 185 individuals
from 27 countries into its
historic Hall of Fame - those

totals will rise to 194 induct-
ees from 28 countries after
the 2026 event, as this will
be England’s first inductee.
Three of the inductees also
earned one of their votes
by winning the Fan Vote
for their respective catego-
ry. More detailed informa-
tion on each inductee can be
found below.

“The International
Volleyball Hall of Fame con-
tinues to serve as a bridge
between the sport’s remark-
able history and its exciting
future,” said Steve Bishop,
President of the IVHF Board
of Directors. “The Class of
2026 reflects the worldwide
growth, diversity, excellence,
and enduring legacy of vol-
leyball across every level and
discipline of the game. On
behalf of the International
Volleyball Hall of Fame
Board of Directors, we are

proud to honor these extraor-
dinary individuals whose
achievements and lifelong
contributions have helped
inspire generations of ath-
letes, coaches, officials, lead-
ers, and fans while continu-
ing to shape the future of our
sport around the world.”

The 2026 International
Volleyball Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony will
take place in Holyoke,
Massachusetts, USA on
Saturday, October 17, 2026.
The event is open to the
public on a first-come, first-
served basis, and ticket pack-
ages are available online now
at VolleyHall.org/Induction-
Celebration.

“This is one of the
most historically significant
classes ever assembled by
the International Volleyball
Hall of Fame,” said George
Mulry, Executive Director
of the IVHF. “Collectively,
the Class of 2026 and this
year’s special award recipi-
ents have helped shape, ele-
vate and redefine the sport
of volleyball across multiple
eras, disciplines and conti-
nents. From Olympic cham-
pions and transformational
global leaders to innova-
tors in coaching, officiat-
ing, media and ParaVolley,

their influence can be seen
in nearly every corner of the
game today. Together, they
represent the evolution of
volleyball itself — honoring
the sport’s rich history while
inspiring its future genera-
tions.”

Volleyball enthusiasts
are encouraged to sign up
for the IVHF Insider e-news-
letter for behind-the-scenes
and exclusive content before,
during and after Induction
Weekend, including the
new series “The Road To
Holyoke.” To sign up for
free, please visit ivhf.org/

The International
Volleyball Hall of Fame is
a 501c3 nonprofit based in
Holyoke, Mass., and is ded-
icated to honoring the leg-
ends, recognizing the greats
and preserving the history of
volleyball at all levels - men
and women, amateur and
professional players, coaches
and contributors, around the
world. The IVHF was incor-
porated in 1978 and contin-
ues to create a diversely rep-
resentative institution from
a wide range of countries
and disciplines. For more
information on the induction
events, please visit the Hall’s
website at www.ivhf.org or
email info@ivhf.org.
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> Sports

Pioneers get 2026 campaign underway with win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - Since join-
ing USL League Two in 2019,
the Western Mass. Pioneers
have qualified for the league
playoffs each season. A new
group of Pioneers players are
hoping to continue the post-
season tradition this spring.

In front of a large crowd
at historic Lusitano Stadium
in Ludlow, the Pioneers began
the 2026 campaign with a 4-2
victory over the Albany Rush,
last Friday night.

“Most of the players on
last year’s team graduated
from college, so we do have
a lot of first-year players this
season,” said Pioneers head
coach Federico Molinari. “I
thought we played well in
tonight’s game. We had a lot
of opportunities, especially in
the first half.”

The Pioneers posted a
10-1-3 regular season record
a year ago. They lost to FC
Motown STA, 2-1, in the
Eastern Conference quarter-
finals.

A couple of the Pioneers
players from last year’s squad
have signed with professional
soccer teams.

“It’s really nice to see
your players playing soccer at
a high level,” said Molinari,
who’s been leading the
Pioneers since 2012. “That’s
our main goal every year.”

One of the local players
listed on the 2026 Pioneers
roster is Thomas Wadas, who’s
played soccer for the Ludlow
Lions and is currently a mem-
ber of the UMass-Amherst
men’s soccer team.

Wadas has been listed on
the Pioneers roster for the past
several years. He made his first
start for the Pioneers in the
season opening match.

“I used to watch the
Pioneers games from the
stands, so I've been looking
forward to this moment for a
long time,” said Wadas, who’s
a midfielder. “Being a starter
in the season opener is a very
special thing to me. We played
hard for the whole 90 minutes
of tonight’s game. When we
come together as a cohesive
team, we can look forward
to another strong season.
Anything less than making the
playoffs seems like a failure.”

Sam Montalto looks to pass.

Wadas was a starter in ten
of the 15 games that he played
in for the Minutemen as a
freshman last fall. He finished
the 2025 season with two
goals and three assists.

“It was a big adjustment
going from the high school
level to the collegiate level,”
Wadas said. “All of the play-
ers are bigger and stronger in
college. The game is also a lot
more physical. I'm just glad
that I was able to contribute
as a freshman. Playing for the
Pioneers is only going to help
me prepare for my sophomore
season at UMass.”

A first-year player mem-
ber of the Pioneers is Michael
Gouvin, who’s from Monson.
His older sister, Laura, played
for the New England Mutiny
several years ago.

Gouvin, who comes from
a soccer family, attended Avon
Old Farms before playing two
seasons for the men’s soccer
team at the University of New
Hampshire. He decided to
transfer to Bentley University
before the start of last season.

“I used to play youth soc-
cer games on this field. It feels
awesome to be back here play-
ing again,” said Gouvin, who’s
a starting defender. “I’ve never

» Public Notices

City of Holyoke

Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee of
the Holyoke City Council and
the Planning Board will hold
separate public hearings to hear a
zone change application from BG
(business general) to DR (down-
town residential) of Irfan Raheel
at 172 Sargeant Street (060-06-
001) to allow for second floor
residential use. Planning Board
public hearing will be held on
Tuesday, June 9th, 2026 at 5:30
p-m. remotely via zoom.us with
Meeting ID 836 3939 8493 or by
call in at 1-646-558-8656 using
same meeting ID. Ordinance
Committee public hearing will
be held on Tuesday, June 30th,
2026 at 6:30 p.m. at Holyoke
City Hall 536 Dwight St and can
be accessed remotely via zoom.
us Meeting ID 886 8239 2822
Meeting Passcode 994415 or by
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with
same Meeting ID and Passcode.
For a copy of the application
or to provide comments to the

Planning Board, please con-
tact Brianna Tejada at tejadab@
holyoke.org. For the Ordinance
Committee, please contact City
Council Admin Asst Jeffery An-
derson-Burgos at Anderson-Bur-
gos]@holyoke.org or by phone
413-322-5525.

Planning Board Chair

Lauren Niles

Ordinance Chair
Meg Magrath-Smith
05/22, 05/29/2026

HOLYOKE
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Holyoke Public Schools
will be holding a public hear-
ing on the Fiscal 2027 School
Department Budget on June
8, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. in the Fi-
field Room at Dean Technical
School. Public comment can be
submitted via email to Irene Feli-
ciano at ifeliciano@hps.holyoke.
ma.us no later than 3:00 p.m on
Monday, June 8, 2026. A copy
of the budget is available for in-
spection at the Holyoke Public

the field.

Fernando Delgado dribbles up

away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Thomas Wadas, of Ludlow, is new to the Pioneers this season.

played a game in this type of
environment before. Winning
our first game of the season
feels incredible.”

The Pioneers have won
every match that they’ve
played against the Rush since
2022. They outscored them.
11-0, in both matches last sea-
son.

Prior to the start of the
match, third grader Brooke
Lamothe did an outstanding
job of performing the National
Anthem.

The Rush ended their
scoreless spell against the
Pioneers when Lucas Horja

Schools Business Office begin-
ning on Wednesday, June 3, 2026
at 8:00 a.m.

ESCUELAS PUBLICAS DE
HOLYOKE
Las Escuelas Publicas de

Holyoke celebraran una audien-
cia publica sobre el Presupuesto
del Departamento Escolar para
el Afio Fiscal 2027 el 8 de ju-
nio del 2026 a las 5:00 p. m.
en la Sala Fifield de la Escue-
la Superior Dean Tech. Los
comentarios del publico pueden
enviarse por correo electrénico
a Irene Feliciano, a la direccién
ifeliciano@hps.holyoke.ma.us, a
mas tardar el lunes 8 de junio del
2026 a las 3:00 p. m. Habrd una
copia del presupuesto disponible
para su revisioén en la Oficina de
Administracién Financiera de las
Escuelas Publicas de Holyoke a
partir del miércoles 3 de junio del
2026 a las 8:00 a. m.

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

fired a shot into the back of the
net past Western Mass. goalie
Ben Alexander for an unassist-
ed goal during the 11th minute
of the opening half.

The Pioneers quickly took
over the momentum.

The home side had five
corner kicks before scoring the
equalizer in the 37th minute.

An Albany player fouled
Wadas, which gave the
Pioneers a free kick. Pearse
O’Brien booted the ball into
the box and Matiwos Rumley
managed to score the tying
goal.

Two minutes later, an

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD26P0960GD
In the interests of
Ja’zier Amiri Negron
of Holyoke, MA
Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor
NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time:
A hearing on a Petition for
Appointment of Guardian of a
Minor filed on 05/05/2026 by
Natasha Escano of Holyoke,
MA will be held 06/05/2026
08:30 AM Guardianship of
Minor Hearing. Located:
Hampden Probate and
Family Court, 50 State Street,
Springfield, MA 01102-0559.

05/22/2026
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Michael Gouvin, of Monson, sends a pass
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Jaiden Williams, of Belchertown,

competes with an opponent.

Pearse 0’Brien advances the ball.

Albany player fouled O’Brien
inside the box resulting in a
penalty kick.

O’Brien, who’s from West
Hartford Conn., stepped up to
the spot and lined a shot into
the back of the net giving the
Pioneers the lead for the first
time.

Horja scored the tying
goal nine minutes into the sec-
ond half.

Five minutes later,
Gouvin sent a pass into the
box from the right wing where
Felipe De Andrade, who had
just entered the match as a sub,
headed the ball into the net.

“I saw that Felipe was

2. Response to Petition: You
may respond by filing a written
response to the Petition or by
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested
parties at least five (5) business
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor:
The minor (or an adult on behalf
of the minor) has the right to
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If
you are a parent of the minor
child who is the subject of this
proceeding you have a right to
be represented by an attorney. If
you want an attorney and cannot
afford to pay for one and if you
give proof that you are indigent,
an attorney will be assigned to
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of
Appointment of Counsel form.
Submit the application form in
person or by mail at the court
location where your case is
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at
Hearing: A minor over age 14
has the right to be present at any
hearing, unless the Court finds
that it is not in the minor’s best
interests.

Date: May 5, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
05/22/2026

open and I just sent him the
ball,” Gouvin said. “It was a
perfect play. My main goal
in every game is to make an
impact.”

The duo of Alfred Baafi
and Martin Echarren, who also
came off the bench, hooked
up on the Pioneers final goal
during the 82nd minute.
Echarren flicked a shot into
the net for his first goal as a
Pioneers player.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to play a road game
against the Seacoast United
Phantoms on Wednesday night
before returning home to face
NEFC at 7:30 p.m. Saturday.

City of Holyoke
Public Hearing Notice

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, June 9, 2026, at 5:30
p.m. via Zoom.com ID: 836
3939 8493; CALL IN *67 646
558 8656 to hear, pursuant to
the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance,
Section 6.4.6.4, a Special Permit
for an Increase in Sign Size for
Stack- Holyoke & Main, LLC at
679 Main Street and 689 Main
& Beaulieu Street, Holyoke MA
(055-00-009, -0091, -009.2).

For a complete copy of the
application, contact the Planning
Dept, M-F, 8:30-4:00p.m.

Applicant:

Stack- Holyoke & Main, LLC

Planning Board:

Lauren Niles, Chairperson
05/22, 05/29/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The Holyoke License Board
will be holding a Public Hearing
on Wednesday, June 3, 2026, at
5:15 pm. You can join via Zoom.
com; ID 83974921923; CALL
IN: *67 646 558 8656 or in per-
son at City Hall, 536 Dwight St.
in the Old Tax Collector Office
Room 6, regarding the applica-
tion for a New Seasonal All Al-
cohol On-premises License for
De Todo Un Poco Restaurant &
Bakeshop LLC DBA De Todo n
Poco 325 Main Street pursuant
to M.G.L. Ch.138.

Applicant:

Todo Un Poco Restaurant &

Bakeshop

License Board:

Jose Correa, Chairman.
05/22, 5/29/2026
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

HARMON PELLET STOVE MODEL
XXV. Like new condition, dark maroon
enamel. $2750. 413-848-2298.

TAG SALE

BARN SALE
Goss Hill Road, Worthington.
Fri., May 22-Sat., May 23
9am-5pm. Many vintage items, prints,
collectibles, small furniture and quilts.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work.
Fully insured. All work fully guaranteed.
Free estimates. Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x*xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE****¥**
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming,
pruning, design, deliveries,
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229, Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow
your own. Call for appointment, fair and
reasonable rates. Suburban residential
only. 413-626-1927.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service.
Free estimates. Fully insured.
Call Joe Sablack
413-436-9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
LENGTH 33; 2 SLIDE-OUTS,
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD -(413)374-1880

HELP WANTED:
PAINTING, CLEAN-UP.
413-297-1513, LES.

HOUSE CLEANER
POSITION AVAILABLE!
Established company, flexible schedule,
competitive wages, supportive team, re-
spectful clients! Work around college class-
es or meeting the bus! Call today to see if
we are the right fit for you! We are eager to

have you join our Team!
413-267-4297 or 413-695-8087.

LABORERS AND HEAVY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Positions available with local work. Proper
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate

with experience. Transportation required.
Email:

bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com

with your resume and for more information.

removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BRINFELD

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

15 MAPLE ST., BROOKFIELD.
Available June 1. Unit 2, 2 bedroom, 1 bath,
fenced yard, washer/dryer/dishwasher.
Country style kitchen cabinets, quiet lo-
cation. $1500/mo. First/last/security. Good
credit 700+.

Stone Group Realty 774-262-6667.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

WALES: SECOND FLOOR ROOM
RENTAL. $750 per week, no pets, no vis-
itors, non-smokers. Lease month to month.
References required. First/last. 508-344-
0732.

[ FEREEW
a

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393
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» InThe News

Community cultivates native habitats for pollinators, birds

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - In
neighborhoods across South
Hadley, native flowers are
beginning to bloom, pollina-
tor gardens are expanding,
and residents are learning that
even small patches of land
can make a meaningful envi-
ronmental impact. At the cen-
ter of that effort is Growing
Wild South Hadley, a volun-
teer-driven group working
to restore native habitats one
yard, garden, and public space
at a time.

Part of the statewide
Growing Wild Massachusetts
initiative through the
Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation,
the local chapter encourages
residents to plant native spe-
cies that support birds, butter-
flies, bees, and other wildlife.

“Growing Wild South

Hadley is composed of com-
munity volunteers and mem-
bers of the conservation com-
mission who want to grow
native plants in our yards
and around town,” volunteer
Genevieve Van de Merghel
said.

The group’s work stretch-
es beyond simple beautifica-
tion. Native plants are essen-
tial to the survival of many
pollinators and birds whose
life cycles depend on them.
Van de Merghel pointed to
monarch butterflies as one
example.

“Without native milk-
weed, monarch butterflies
cannot breed,” she said. “Their
caterpillars can only eat milk-
weeds to survive.”

The same ecological
relationship exists through-
out nature. Many pollinators
rely on specific native plants,
and birds rely on those insects
for food. According to Van

de Merghel, a single brood of
chickadees requires between
6,000 and 9,000 caterpillars to
mature.

“Plants that support pol-
linators feed our birds, too,”
she said.

To help residents partic-
ipate, the group hosts edu-
cational talks at the Gaylord
Memorial Library and orga-
nizes seasonal native plant
giveaways and bulk purchases.
One of the group’s most pop-
ular partnerships is with New

Turley photo byhaﬁalsh—Vey
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England Wetland Plants, a
wholesale native plant grower
based in town. By purchasing
in bulk, Growing Wild South
Hadley is able to offer resi-
dents flats of native plants at
wholesale prices.

The organization also
maintains a growing list of
native plant nurseries and gar-
dening resources on the town
website, helping homeowners
navigate the often-overwhelm-
ing process of transitioning to
native landscaping.

While many of the pol-
linator gardens are located
on private residential proper-
ties, the group has also taken
on public projects that serve
as demonstrations for the
broader community. Through
a grant from the Hampden-
Hampshire Conservation
District, volunteers established
a pollinator garden outside the
Gaylord Library.

“This garden is main-
tained by volunteers and is
meant to be a demonstration
garden of how even a small
space can be beautiful and
make such a difference,” Van
de Merghel said.

Another project, a native
bioswale planted near the
River to Range Trail, com-
bines stormwater management
with habitat restoration. The
drainage channel now sup-
ports butterflies and benefi-
cial pollinators while helping
direct runoff away from the

trail and parking areas.

Community involvement
remains central to the orga-
nization’s mission. Residents
can participate through plant
swaps, volunteer garden main-
tenance, or monthly Zoom
meetings featuring guest
speakers and updates on local
projects.

Looking toward the
future, the group hopes its
efforts will create something
even larger: a connected corri-
dor of habitat running through
South Hadley that can sustain
migrating birds and pollina-
tors for generations to come.

“We would love to estab-
lish a corridor for migrating
birds and pollinators to travel
through South Hadley,” Van
de Merghel said, “with plenty
of delicious food and resourc-
es to help them on their jour-
ney or to make South Hadley
their summer home to raise
their families.”

Amelia Park Children’s Museum
announces plans for ‘Farm in the Woods’

WESTFIELD — Diane
Chambers, executive
director of Amelia Park
Children’s Museum has
announced plans for a
unique outdoor playscape
called Farm in the Woods,
scheduled to open this sum-
mer.

In 2025, the museum
was awarded a grant through
the Beveridge Family
Foundation for concept, con-
struction and fabrication of
the outdoor play space. The
funding allowed the muse-
um to hire Panoptic Design/
Build, a museum exhib-
it designer and fabricator,
based in West Springfield to
create designs.

L
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The project was
also funded in part by the
Massachusetts Office of
Travel & Tourism with
state funding secured by
Senator John Velis and
Representative Kelly Pease.

“Panoptic is so excited
to be working on the Farm
in the Woods exhibit for
the Amelia Park Children’s
Museum, with a commu-
nity that has earnestly and
enthusiastically support-
ed this project. The Farm
in the Woods is intended
to bring out the best parts
of growing up on a farm
in New England: Curious
observation, secret hide-
aways, exciting adventures,

and always something new
to discover. It examines the
place of farms in the broad-
er ecosystem, exploring
themes of biodiversity and
connectedness with playful
interactives. We look for-
ward to visitors coming here
for the classic outdoor fun
of sand, slides, and garden
beds, and returning again
and again with their friends
and families to keep build-
ing curiosity and resilience,”
said Panoptic designer Terra
Fletcher.

Sponsorships for Farm
in the Woods are still avail-
able. For more information,
contact diane @ameliapark-
museum.org, 413-572-4014.

Win a trip for two to Italy while
supporting hospice patients in need

CHICOPEE - Local
nonprofit Harmony House
of Western Massachusetts
invites the community to take
a chance on winning a trip to
Italy for two while supporting
its mission and residents.

The nonprofit is selling
tickets for $100 per chance
to win a guided trip for two
to Italy, with several destina-
tions, including Rome, Capri,
and the Amalfi Coast, from
October 10-20, 2026.

Only 250 chances will
be sold and the prize pack-
age-valued at $9,900-includes
airfare, accommodations,
transportation, meals, and
a curated travel experience,

making it a unique opportuni-
ty for community members to
help care for their neighbors
facing terminal illness. Profits
from the raffle will directly
support Harmony House’s
mission of providing a home
with compassionate end-of-
life care and companionship
to hospice patients in need,
regardless of their financial
status or any other circum-
stances.

This is the second year
Harmony House has hosted
the fundraiser. Last year’s
winners, Jerry and Marilyn,
reflected on their experience,
sharing, “You buy something
like this and assume that

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Grinding

|
Lot

Clearing

Give us a call today for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com

DL&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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it would just be a donation,
but this was the trip of a life-
time!”

Tickets are avail-
able for purchase now
through Thursday, June 4,
and the drawing will take
place via Facebook Live
on Friday, June 5. Visit
HarmonyHouseWMA.
org/ItalyRaffle for pur-
chase options, trip itinerary,
and terms and conditions.
Tickets are also available
for purchase at Figaro’s
Restaurant in Enfield, Pizza
Lino in Chicopee, and the
office of Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament Parish in
Westfield.




