
HOLYOKE – Girls Inc. 
of the Valley celebrated the 
grand opening of its newly 
renovated headquarters in 
Holyoke on Thursday, April 
30, marking a major mile-
stone in expanding oppor-
tunities for girls across the 
region to grow up strong, 
smart, and bold.

The event welcomed 
the donors, partners, and 
community members whose 
support made the transfor-
mation possible, including 
the organization’s success-
ful fundraising campaign, 
that secured $7.25 million 
to complete the building’s 
renovation. The celebration 
also highlighted how the new 
space is already strengthen-
ing and expanding the orga-
nization’s impact.

Held from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. at the organiza-
tion’s headquarters at 480 
Hampden Street, the evening 
began with tours of the ren-
ovated facility, followed by 
a program featuring remarks 
and powerful firsthand sto-
ries from youth participants 
about the impact of Girls 
Inc. programming.

The newly renovat-

ed headquarters now serves 
as a permanent home for 
the Girls Inc. Experience: a 
safe, supportive environment 
where girls gain the skills, 
confidence, and connections 
they need to succeed. With 
expanded space and resourc-
es, Girls Inc. of the Valley 
has already begun increasing 
its reach across Holyoke and 
surrounding communities, 
expanding evidence-based 
programming, and deepening 
partnerships with local orga-
nizations.

“This building repre-
sented so much more than a 
renovation; it was a power-
ful investment in the future 
of the young people we 
serve,” said Suzanne Parker, 
Executive Director of Girls 
Inc. of the Valley. “Because 
of our community’s support, 
we are expanding access to 
life-changing programs that 
help girls grow up strong, 
smart, and bold.”

The Grand Opening 
Celebration also served as a 
springboard for Girls Inc.’s 
upcoming “Ready or Not, 
Here They Come” campaign, 

Submitted photo
Cynthia Medina Carson (Girls Inc of the Valley Alumna, former Board Member, campaign co-chair), 
Bernadette Harrigan (former Board Member, campaign co-chair), Suzanne Parker (Executive Director), 
Debra Vega (current Board Chair), Sabria Brown (Girls Inc. of the Valley Alumna, graduate student at 
Bay Path University).
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HOLYOKE – Mayor 
Joshua Garcia announced 
Wednesday the city has 
committed about $1 million 
in awards through the city’s 
Opioid Settlement Fund.

According to a press 
release from the mayor’s 
office, multiple nonprof-
its will benefit from the first 
awards made from the fund.

The press release states 
“the inaugural round of fund-
ing reflects the City’s com-
mitment to investing opioid 
settlement resources directly 
into evidence-based programs 
that support prevention, treat-
ment, recovery, harm reduc-
tion, and stabilization for resi-
dents and families affected by 
substance use disorder.”

Here are the groups that 
are receiving grant funding 
and what the funding will be 
used for:

• MassHire Holyoke — 
$220,333.10 to establish an 
Ambassador Program focused 
on workforce development 
and employment opportuni-
ties for individuals impacted 
by substance use disorder, 
helping remove barriers to 
economic stability and long-
term recovery.

•  Holyoke Medical 
Center — $231,539.17 to 
support a Recovery Coach in 
the Emergency Department, 
connecting individuals expe-
riencing substance use crises 
with immediate recovery sup-
port and pathways to treat-
ment.

• Holyoke Board of 
Health — $99,244.00 to 
expand harm reduction activ-
ities, including outreach, edu-
cation, and overdose preven-

Opioid 
grants 
awarded to 
nonprofits

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE – Educators 
and Parents alike can now 
exhale a sigh of relief know-
ing a tentative agreement 
between the HTA (Holyoke 
Teachers Administration) 
and the Holyoke Public 
School District was officially 
reached this past Wednesday 
night, ushering in a point of 
closure to nearly more than 
300 days of ongoing medi-
ation, according to HTA 
President Nick Cream.

Providing confirma-
tion was Holyoke Mayor 
Joshua A. Garcia, who took 
to social media to reveal 
the  announcement  la te 
Wednesday night, stating:

“Well done Holyoke 
Public Schools and Holyoke 
Te a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ! 
#ItsTimeForHolyoke,” the 
mayor said. “I am pleased to 
announce that the Holyoke 
Teachers Association (HTA) 
bargaining team has reached 
a  t e n t a t ive  a g r e e m e n t 
with the Holyoke School 
Committee’s bargaining 
team. I commend the HTA 
team for their determined 
advocacy throughout the pro-
cess. While there were robust 
debates and differing views 
along the way, that is precise-
ly how a healthy bargaining 
process works. Progress can 
be messy, but once aligned, 
s t ronger  ou tcomes  a re 
achieved for everyone!”

In  addi t ion,  Garcia 
revealed additional details, 
describing the latest proposal 
as “truly unprecedented.” 

“It is not only the stron-
gest agreement in Holyoke’s 
history, but also stands as 
one of the best teacher con-
tracts in the region, surpass-
ing those of many surround-
ing communities. You have 
a lot to be proud of HTA…
good work,” Garcia said. “I 
am especially proud of the 
Holyoke School Committee 
and their bargaining team for 
their careful, collaborative, 
and strategic approach during 

Teachers 
tentatively 
reach 
agreement 

See AGREE, page 6
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By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

LUDLOW – In response 
to the ongoing fiscal chal-
lenges facing sheriffs’ offic-
es across Massachusetts, the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
O f f i c e  t o d a y 
announced the 
fi rs t  phase 
of a poten-
tially multi-
phase plan 
t o  r e d u c e 
spending and 
align opera-
tions with the 

Commonwealth’s 
current budget real-
ities.

Sheriff Nick Cocchi 
said the initial phase will 
focus on scaling back and 
restructuring several external 
law enforcement and public 
safety programs which are 
not currently funded or reim-
bursed by another munic-
ipality or organization. In 

total, this phase will redefine, 
limit or eliminate around 50 
positions to the tune of $3.6-
$4 million in savings. Staff 
were notified of the changes 
on Tuesday, March 24, with 
some changes being imme-
diate and others taking place 

over the course of 
the next cou-
ple months 
t o  a l l ow 
for smooth 
transitions 
fo r  s t a ff 
and opera-
tions.

T h e 
c h a n g e s 

fo l low the 
r e m ova l  o f 

approximately 
$26.5 million from 

the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office’s Fiscal 

Year 2026 allocation as the 
Commonwealth closed the 
books on Fiscal Year 2025, 
further compounding an 
already strained FY26 bud-
get. As noted by the Office 
of the Inspector General, this 
situation stems from years of 

the legislature’s deficit-driven 
funding practices dating back 
to the abolition of county 
government in 1999.

Sheriff Cocchi said the 
plan reflects a broader effort 
to respond responsibly to 
the fiscal environment while 
also acknowledging feed-
back from legislative leader-
ship regarding spending by 
sheriffs’ offices on units and 
programs that focus entirely 
outside the walls of our facil-
ities.

“This is not something 
we want to do,” Cocchi said. 
“These partnerships were 
built over decades and have 
made a real difference for 
public safety across Western 
Massachusetts. But given the 
current budget situation, we 
have to scale back in these 
areas. I don’t believe it’s the 
right move for public safe-
ty, but it’s the reality we’re 
being asked to respond to.”

The  Office  of  the 
Inspector General’s pre-
liminary review of sheriffs’ 
budgets identified several 
law enforcement activities 

across the state as “discre-
tionary expenditures,” rather 
than mandated responsibil-
ities. While Sheriff Cocchi 
maintains that the public 
safety work and partner-
ships throughout Hampden 
County go hand-in-hand with 
good correctional practic-
es, it is clear that his view is 
not shared by everyone on 
Beacon Hill.

“In light of that per-
spective, and in the absence 
of clear direction about 
how those activities should 
be funded going forward, 
we believe the responsible 
course is to begin scaling 
back those external opera-
tions,” Cocchi said. “If the 
financial situation in the 
Commonwealth improves, 
we will request prior approv-
al of funding through the leg-
islature to again support the 
public safety gaps and defi-
ciencies in Hampden County. 
But as of now, this is the sad 
reality we are facing.”

Phase One: Scaling Back 
External Public Safety 

Partnerships

The first phase of the 
cost-reduction plan will 
involve eliminating, reducing 
or restructuring a number of 
specialized units and regional 
partnerships that support out-
side law enforcement agen-
cies. In total, this phase will 
redefine, limit or eliminate 
around 50 positions to the 
tune of

$3.6-$4 million in sav-
ings. Several units will move 
to limited or part-time status, 
operating only when resourc-
es allow or when agencies 
request support through spe-
cial details with municipal 
reimbursement.

Among them:
Countywide Support– 

26 Post Certified deputies 
regularly staffed 28 shifts 
to reinforce agencies with 
insufficient personnel. These 
deputies provided coverage 
across multiple jurisdictions 
facing staffing gaps, but these 
positions will no longer be 
filled, unless paid/reimbursed 
by the agency/municipality.

Sheriff’s rolls back law enforcement in first phase of budget reduction

See GRANTS, page 6

celebrates grand openingcelebrates grand opening
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Chalk
it up at 
HPL 

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
Courtney Froebel decorates some real 
estate with chalk at the Holyoke Public 
Library’s mini golf and games day. See 
more photos on page 10.

See SHERIFF, page 6
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Holyoke History Room hosting lectures
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Holyoke History Room will 
be hosting two public lectures 
in the Holyoke Library’s 
Community Room in May.  
On Monday, May 18 at 5:30 
p.m., Jeremy Smith will 
explore the contentious histo-
ry of federally-funded hous-
ing and renewal in Holyoke 
with a talk entitled: Conflict 
& Conservatism: Holyoke’s 
Struggle for Public Housing.  
Topics will include the con-
struction of Lyman Terrace in 
the 1930s, Jackson Parkway 
in the 1940s, and the dem-
olition of the old Ward 4 in 
the 1960s. A discussion will 
follow the talk. Smith is a 
long-time local resident with 
deep roots in Holyoke. His 
great-great grandfather was 
Frank Feather, one-time 
Alderman and a co-proprietor 
of Feather & France, sheet-
metal manufacturers. Smith 
is also an archivist at UMass/
Amherst Special Collections 
& Archives and a Holyoke 
Public Library Board mem-
ber.

On Thursday, May 28 at 
5:30 p.m., the History Room 
is pleased to be hosting Dr. 

Marge Bruchac, who will 
present: Recovering Histories 
of Indigenous Presence in 
the Kwinitekw  (Connecticut 
River Valley). For many mil-
lennia, Native people lived 
along the Connecticut River 
in western Massachusetts, 
sustained by local flora and 
fauna. During the 1600s, 
Native leaders in Agawam 
(now Springfield), Woronoco 
(now Westfield), Nonotuck 
(now Northampton and 
Hadley) and Pocumtuck 
( n o w  D e e r f i e l d  a n d 
Greenfield) invited English 
colonists to establish trad-
ing posts and small settle-
ments. Sachems negotiated 
diplomatic and trade rela-
tions with colonial settlers 
and attempted to preserve, 
in written deeds, Indigenous 
rights to hunt, fish, gather, 
plant, and live here in perpe-
tuity. During the late 1600s 
and into the 1700s, colonial 
conflict and warfare vio-
lated these agreements and 
fractured these relations. 
Countering the myth of an 
Indigenous population that 
vanished, Bruchac’s talk will 
offer glimpses into colo-

nial relations, reflecting on 
the lives of Native families 
who remained highly visible 
– literally “hiding in plain 
sight”—utilizing long-stand-
ing Indigenous skills, kinship 
networks, and ecological 
knowledges to make a com-
fortable living, while sup-
plying their white neighbors 
with medicinal, material, 
and practical assistance.  Dr. 
Bruchac (Nulhegan Abenaki) 
is an historian, ethnographer, 
performer, and museum con-
sultant well-known for her 
publications and other work 
on this topic. Her talk for 
the History Room is made 
possible by a grant from 
the Holyoke Local Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
funded by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Both talks are free and 
open to the public. The 
History Room is open for 
research Tuesdays 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. and 3 to 6 p.m. and 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   For more 
information, contact Eileen 
Crosby at historyroom@
holyokelibrary.org or (413) 
420-8107.

◗  In The News

‘Broadway Brings Joy!’ theater academy continues ballet legacy
HOLYOKE – In 2022, 

Debra Vega, the Artistic 
Director of BBJ “Broadway 
Brings Joy!” Musical Theater 
Academy of Holyoke, start-
ed her musical theater train-
ing program as a small 4-day 
camp to give her (then) 8-year 
old theatrical son and his pals 
a place to hone their singing, 
dancing and acting skills. 
With a focus on studying the 
JOY of musical theater, BBJ 
is now heading into their 5th 
season! The program has 
grown into several summer 
camp offerings, after-school 
programming for students 
ages 3 and up, and a robust 
adults program. Debra and the 
BBJ students and staff per-
form 4 musical theater show-
cases a year!

Dur ing  these  years 
of growth and expansion, 
BBJ has found a home 
sharing space with MAB 
Massachusetts Academy 
of Ballet, located in Open 
Square in the beautiful 
canal district of Holyoke. 
Rose & Charles Flachs, the 
Co-Directors of MAB, have 
been long time mentors for 
Debra. In fact, she start-
ed teaching Jazz for them 
in 2009 and they have been 
friends and creative part-
ners ever since. Both Rose 
& Charles have been pro-
fessional ballet dancers and 
Debra has been a profession-
al Broadway dancer & Radio 

City Rockette. Together they 
have offered professional 
level training through Mass 
Academy of Ballet’s many 
class offerings over the years. 

Starting this June, a new 
chapter is beginning. After 
21 years in business, Rose 
& Charles are transitioning 
into retirement when they 
end their Spring Season this 
May 2026 and plan to close 
the doors on Mass Academy 
of Ballet. They have trained 
numerous professional danc-
ers over the years. Many who 
have gone on to have great 
success in Ballet Companies, 
C o n t e m p o r a r y  D a n c e 
Companies and Musical 
Theater Productions all over 
the world. A true legacy of 
professional level teaching, 
and one of the longest ten-
ants in the gorgeous studios 
of the repurposed mills of 
Open Square. Mass Academy 
of Ballet has always been a 
Holyoke gem.

With this transit ion 
coming, and BBJ continu-
ing to grow, Debra saw an 
opportunity to both contin-
ue to expand her Musical 
Theater program into a more 
well-rounded dance/theater 
program, but also preserve 
the incredible legacy of Rose 
& Charles and MAB. “I see 
this as aligned timing,” Debra 
says. “The timing of them 
being ready for retirement has 
totally aligned with the steady 

growth of BBJ.” 
She adds, “What 
an honor to con-
tinue to dance in 
the space where 
Rose and Charles 
have trained so 
many talented and 
successful danc-
ers. It was import-
ant to me to have 
their legacy live 
on and I will do 
my best to continue to offer 
their level of professional 
training as we move into the 
future.” 

Debra has been working 
closely together with Rose & 
Charles to ensure a smooth 
transition for any MAB stu-
dents who wish to continue 
their ballet training under the 
Broadway Brings Joy umbrel-
la, therefore, BBJ plans to 
add a ballet curriculum to 
the current BBJ dance offer-
ings starting this summer, as 
well as continue Holyoke’s 
beloved Holyoke Historic 
Nutcracker that happens every 
December. Many students 
already take classes through 
both studios in the same loca-
tion, but now all classes will 
come together under one 
comprehensive musical the-
ater school.

To celebrate their 5th 
year in business, for the first 
time ever, BBJ will be offer-
ing 7 Summer Camps across 
Western Mass and CT (5 of 

them in Holyoke), 
that will give stu-
dents a glimpse 
into the BBJ Fall 
offerings and an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
work with their 
incredible grow-
ing staff across all 
curriculums! These 
include their sig-
na tu re  Mus ica l 
Theater  Camps, 

2 Levels of Ballet Camps, 
Hip-hop/Jazz Camp, and a 
Half-day Mini-camp focused 
on Pre-Ballet and Musical 
Theater Minis ages 3-5.

In addition to camps, 
they are also offering a One-
Day Everything BBJ Dance/
Theater Intensive for ages 
6-18 on Saturday, Aug 1. This 
is a great way to try some-
thing new (like Acting or Tap 
or Vocal Training) and experi-
ence everything that BBJ will 
have to offer this Fall, all in 
one day!

All camps and summer 
offerings can be viewed at the 
BBJ parent registration portal: 
https://dancestudio-pro.com/
online/broadwaybringsjoy or 
though their website: www.
broadwaybringsjoy.com.

For anyone who wants 
to  see  what  Broadway 
Brings Joy Musical Theater 
Academy is all about, you 
are invited to attend their 
end of season BBJ Spring 
Spectacular Showing happen-

ing on Friday, May 15 at 7 
p.m. (doors open at 6 p.m.) at 
the Leslie Phillips Theater at 
Holyoke Community College 
with a FREE musical theater 
showcase entitled “Iconic 
Broadway!” This 75-minute 
family-friendly showcase 
will highlight some of the 
most iconic songs and danc-
es Broadway has to offer, 
including favorites from these 
popular shows: The Lion 
King, Annie, On The Town, 
Les Miserables, 42nd Street, 
Singing In The Rain, Cats and 
a Chorus Line. A little some-
thing for everyone.

On the very next day, 
Massachusetts Academy 
of Ballet is producing their 
final Spring Ballet Concert on 
Saturday, May 16th at 1pm at 
the Pope Francis Preparatory 
School  in  Spr ingfie ld , 
MA. The show will fea-
ture Classical Ballet and 
Contemporary Ballet works 
choreographed by Directors, 
Rose & Charles Flachs, Jazz 
choreography by Debra Vega 
and the return of many pro-
fessional students who trained 
with MAB in the past, who 
will be taking a break from 
their ballet companies to 
come back to perform in the 
Spring Ballet Concert. Tickets 
are $17 and can be purchased 
through this link: https://
massmutualcenter.evenue.net/
event/REG25/MAB051626A

As the Spring Season 

comes to a close, Debra 
wishes to extend gratitude to 
Rose & Charles Flachs and 
Mass Academy of Ballet 
for sharing their space with 
Broadway Brings Joy and 
allowing BBJ the time to 
grow. Debra says, “It is 
because of them and their 
support that I was able to 
bring my vision of a Musical 
Theater Academy in Holyoke 
to life. I will always be so 
grateful for the opportu-
nities they have given me!” 
And even though they will 
be retired from running their 
studio, Rose & Charles will 
continue to teach an ongo-
ing Teen/Adult Intermediate 
Level  Bal le t  Class  on 
Tuesdays/Thursdays this 
summer and into the Fall, so 
they won’t be going far. Their 
wonderful teacher, Audrey 
West, will continue to teach 
ballet with BBJ as well.

BBJ Broadway Brings 
J o y  M u s i c a l  T h e a t e r 
Academy of Holyoke is 
appreciative of the contin-
ued support of their growing 
BBJ community, as well as 
thankful for the support of 
the MAB ballet community. 
BBJ is very optimistic of the 
road ahead as they head into 
their very exciting 5th sea-
son this summer. Debra says, 
“Our motto is ‘Bring YOUR 
Joy to Us’ and JOY is exactly 
what we will continue to try 
to bring.”

Junior Achievement of Western Mass. 
to honor 18 Under 18 Class of 2026
Awards dinner set for 
May 18 at Storrowton 
Carriage House

S P R I N G F I E L D  – 
Junior  Achievement  of 
Wes te rn  Massachuse t t s 
(JAWM) will honor its 18 
Under 18 Class of 2026 at 
a special celebration pre-
sented by Teddy Bear Pools 
and Spas. The awards din-
ner will take place at 5 p.m. 
on Monday, May 18, 2026, 
a t  Storrowton Carr iage 
House, and will spotlight 18 
outstanding young people 
from throughout Western 
Massachusetts who exem-
pl i fy  innovat ive  sp i r i t , 
leadership and community 
involvement.

  “We are proud to cel-
ebrate this year’s honor-
ees and the example they 
set for their peers and their 
communities,” said Amie 
Miarecki, president, JAWM. 
“Their accomplishments 
reflect talent, drive and a 
strong commitment to mak-

ing a difference.”
 The following students 

comprise JA’s 18 Under 18 
Class of 2026:

  • Miracle Chambers, 
R o g e r  L .  P u t n a m 
Vo c a t i o n a l - Te c h n i c a l 
Academy

•  Kyle igh  Dorman , 
Holyoke High School

• Brayden Federico, 
Agawam High School

• Alia Ghaoui, Williston 
Northampton School

•  Graham Howard , 
Longmeadow High School

•  K h l o e  J a c o b s , 
Springfield International 
Charter School

•  L o n d o n  L e s t e r , 
Central High School

•  Fynn Maldonado, 
Holyoke High School

• Xzavier Markham, 
Pittsfield High School

• Janiyah Mateo, Roger 
L .  Pu tnam Voca t iona l -
Technical Academy

•  N i l a n i  M a t h u r , 
Longmeadow High School

• Mykella Meadows, 
Central High School

•  Adrien Pazmandy, 
Frontier  Regional  High 
School

•  Rachel  Roblinski , 
P a t h f i n d e r  R e g i o n a l 
Vocational Technical High 
School

• Addison Rodriguez, 
Holyoke High School

•  A r i a n n a  Tu r n e r , 
Central High School

•  To n i  Va s s a l l o , 
Agawam High School

•  M i y a  W r a n o v i x , 
Longmeadow High School

  JAWM thanks Teddy 
Bea r  Poo l s  and  Spas , 
H o l y o k e  C o m m u n i t y 
C o l l e g e ,  t h e  M e n  o f 
Color Health Awareness 
(MOCHA), The UPS Store 
and The Realist ic  CEO 
Magazine for supporting 
JA’s 18 Under 18 Class of 
2026.

 Tickets to the event are 
on the Junior Achievement 
of Western Massachusetts at 
westernmass.ja.org.

Junior  Achievement 
Wor ldwide  ( JA)  i s  the 
world’s largest organiza-
tion dedicated to giving 
young people the knowl-
edge and skills they need 
to own their economic suc-
cess, plan for their future, 
and make smart academic 
and economic choices. JA 
learning experiences are 
delivered by educators and 
community volunteers and 
provide relevant, hands-
on experiences that give 
students ages 5 through 
25 knowledge and skills 
in financial literacy, work 
readiness, and entrepreneur-
ship. JA was founded in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, 
in 1919, making Junior 
Achievement of Western 
Massachusetts (JAWM) the 
organization’s first chapter. 
Today, it serves thousands 
of young people in Western 
Massachusetts and parts 
of Worcester County and 
Vermont who participate in 
JAWM learning experiences 
annually. For more informa-
tion, visit jawm.org.

JUNK REMOVAL
ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS

POOLS & HOT TUBS REMOVED
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Saturday, 
May 
23rd

Blaney 
Brothers

Saturday, 
May 
16th
Eagle
Eyes

Saturday, 
May 
9th

Charlie
Bongiovi

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21
– Thank you!

Don’t F
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Mom!

LaFlammes
GREENHOUSES

Family Owned & Operated for 3 Generations

OPEN 7 DAYS • Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm • Sun. 8am-6pm

863 Montgomery Street, Chicopee, MA • 413-533-8680

 MAY 10th!
Gorgeous

Hanging Plants
– Rose Bushes
– Geraniums
– Annuals
– Perennials
– Vegetable Plants
– Herbs
– Memorial Day Pots
– Potting Soil

Mother’s Day Mother’s Day 

Debra Vega
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Volunteers needed 
at veterans grave 
restoration event

HOLYOKE –  The 
Veterans Services is hon-
ored to host a graves res-
toration event on Saturday, 
May 16, at the Elmwood 
Cemetery located at 2190 
Northampton Street. The 
event will begin at 10 a.m. 
Rain date will be May 30.

This event is to restore 
and preserve our deceased 
veterans’ markers so that 

they are kept in a present-
able form for posterity.

Tools and supplies will 
be provided. There are no 
hazardous chemicals (to 
humans, animals or environ-
ment) used in the process of 
restoration. If you have any 
questions, please contact 
Wayne Klinge at klingew@
holyoke.org or 413-322-
5630. All are welcome.

Win a trip to Italy while supporting hospice
CHICOPEE - Local 

nonprofit Harmony House 
of Western Massachusetts 
invites the community to 
take a chance on winning 
a trip to Italy for two while 
supporting its mission and 
residents. 

The nonprofit is selling 
tickets for $100 per chance 
to win a guided trip for two 
to Italy, with several desti-
nations, including Rome, 
Capri, and the Amalfi Coast, 
from October 10-20, 2026.

O n l y  2 5 0  c h a n c -
es will be sold and the 

prize package-valued at 
$9,900-includes airfare, 
accommodations, transpor-
tation, meals, and a curated 
travel experience, making 
it a unique opportunity for 
community members to help 
care for their neighbors fac-
ing terminal illness. Profits 
from the raffle will directly 
support Harmony House’s 
mission of providing a home 
with compassionate end-of-
life care and companionship 
to hospice patients in need, 
regardless of their financial 
status or any other circum-

stances.
This is the second year 

Harmony House has hosted 
the fundraiser. Last year’s 
winners, Jerry and Marilyn, 
reflected on their experience, 
sharing, “You buy some-
thing like this and assume 
that it would just be a dona-
tion, but this was the trip of 
a lifetime! Great trip, brand 
new buses, guides were 
very knowledgeable, and 
the information session at 
Figaro’s Restaurant before 
the trip was very informa-
tive.”

Ti c ke t s  a r e  ava i l -
able  for  purchase now 
through Thursday, June 4, 
and the drawing will take 
place via Facebook Live 
on Friday, June 5. Visit 
H a r m o n y H o u s e W M A .
org/ItalyRaffle for pur-
chase options, trip itinerary, 
and terms and conditions. 
Tickets are also available 
for purchase at Figaro’s 
Restaurant in Enfield, Pizza 
Lino in Chicopee, and the 
office of Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in 
Westfield.

 In The News ◗

HCC names Julissa Colón of South Hadley as first Dean of Student Experience
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Community  Col lege is 
pleased to announce that 
Julissa Colón of South 
Hadley has been selected 
as the college’s first dean of 
student experience. 

Colón, 44, is a 2013 
graduate of HCC. She start-
ed working at the college 
in 2010 as a clerk for the 
Gateway to College program 
and earned her associate 
degree in liberal arts. With 
the help of HCC’s Pathways 
Program, she transferred to 
Smith College, where she 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in Latin American Studies 
and History and was sub-
sequently hired as special 
programs coordinator for 
Gateway to College. While 
continuing to work full time, 
she earned a master’s degree 
in public administration and 
a graduate certificate in gen-
der leadership and public 
policy  at the University 
o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Boston.

In 2020, Colón was 
hired as the inaugural 
director of El Centro, 
HCC’s bilingual sup-

port program.
Now, as the first dean 

of student experience, she 
oversees new student pro-
grams, including orienta-
tion; Student Engagement, 
which includes student 
clubs and activities; well-
ness programs, including 
the college’s on-campus 
partnership with the Center 
for Human Development; 
and Commencement. She 
also serves as chair of the 
HCC Care Team and as the 
student conduct officer. 

“Julissa brings a wealth 
of knowledge and experi-
ence to this position, includ-
ing program development 
and implementation, assess-
ment of program outcomes, 
budgetary oversight, and 
strengthening HCC’s posi-
tion as a Hispanic Serving 
Institution,” said Renee 
Tastad, assistant vice pres-
ident of student affairs and 

enrollment management. 
“What sets her apart, how-
ever, is her 15 years of expe-

rience working directly with 
HCC students.”  

Colón started her new 

job in January.
“ I  g e n u i n e l y  l ove 

HCC,” she said. “I love our 
students. I love the staff and 
faculty that I work with. I 
love what HCC imagines 
itself to be, and I say ‘imag-
ines itself’ because we are 
always striving to be better.” 

Colón  g rew up  in 
Springfield and is the moth-
er of two grown children, 
Christian Aponte, 20, and 
Luna Aponte, 25, a 2021 
HCC graduate. 

“HCC has been my 
home for so long, said 
Colón. “I’ve been here for 
15 years and the amount of 
growth that I’ve experienced 
as a student, as the parent of 
a student here, as the aunt 
of a student here, is tremen-
dous. My family has been 
here. My friends are here. 
My folks come here. My 
commitment to my commu-
nity is here.”

Migrating fish get a lift over the Holyoke Dam
HG&E Fishway opens 
for the season with 
free admission

HOLYOKE – The first 
and most successful fish 
lift on the Atlantic Coast, 
Robert E. Barrett Fishway at 
the Holyoke Dam, opens for 
its annual viewing season 
on Wednesday, May 6, with 
special Mother’s Day activ-
ities on Sunday, May 10.   
The Fishway is fun for all 
ages and admission is free.

The Barrett Fishway, 
owned and operated by 
Holyoke Gas & Electric 
(HG&E), consists of two 
elevators or “lifts” which 
carry migrating fish up and 
over the Holyoke Dam.   
Visitors can watch the lifts 
in action from an observa-
tion deck overlooking the 
Connecticut River.

The fishway is open for 
self-guided tours during reg-
ular business hours.  In addi-
tion, HG&E will provide a 
guided tour each Saturday 
and Sunday throughout the 
season at 1:30 pm.   This 
tour is free and open to 
the public.   A knowledge-
able and friendly guide will 
take guests on a 45-min-
ute tour of the facility and 
share information about fish 
species of the Connecticut 
River.   Additionally, The 
Barrett Fishway offers free 
educational programs for 
schools. Reservations for 
school groups are required, 
visit www.hged.com/tour 
for details. 

Continuing a decade-
old tradition, all mothers 
visiting the Fishway on 
Sunday, May 10 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., will receive 
a free carnation to com-

memorate Mother’s Day and 
the spirit of re-birth on the 
Connecticut River. 

In addition, the Annual 
HG&E Shad Derby will be 
held on May 9, 10, 16, and 
17 with a grand prize of 
$1,000 in cash for the first-
place winner in the senior 
division (www.hged.com/
shadderby). 

Located off  Bridge 
Street  (Route  116)  in 
Holyoke, just west of the 
South Hadley-Holyoke 
B r i d g e ,  t h e  H o l y o k e 
Fishway’s 2026 season runs 
from May 6 through June 
21, hours of operation are 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday 
through Sunday.  The facili-
ty is closed on Monday and 
Tuesday.

For further information 
on the Barrett Fishway, visit 
www.hged.com/fishway or 
call (413) 536-9460.

Holyoke Medical Center scores 
high in patient safety grade

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Medical  Center  earned 
an “A”  Hospital  Safety 
Grade  from The Leapfrog 
G r o u p ,   a n   i n d e p e n -
dent   nat ional  nonprofi t 
watchdog focused on patient 
safety.  Leapfrog assigns an 
“A”, “B”, “C”, “D” or “F” 
grade to general hospitals 
across the country using evi-
dence-based measures of 
patient safety focused exclu-
sively on errors, accidents, 
injuries and infections. 

“We are very proud of 
our team for earning two con-
secutive ‘A’ grades from The 
Leapfrog Group,” said Spiros 
Hatiras, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Holyoke 
Medical Center and Valley 
Health Systems. “Holyoke 

Medical Center is dedicat-
ed to being a high-reliability 
organization, providing the 
very best quality care to area 
residents, while empowering 
our employees through an 
environment valuing respect, 
leadership, belonging, and 
emphasis on exceptional 
care.”

“An ‘A’ Grade is a strong 
sign that  Holyoke Medical 
Center  is deeply committed 
to protecting patients from 
harm,” said Leah Binder, 
president and CEO of The 
Leapfrog Group. “We com-
mend the leadership, Board, 
clinicians, staff and volunteers 
for the role each played in 
earning this distinction.”

The Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grade stands as the 

only hospital ratings program 
focused solely on preventable 
medical errors, infections 
and injuries that kill more 
than 500 patients a day in 
the United States. This pro-
gram is peer-reviewed, fully 
transparent and free to the 
public. Grades are updated 
twice annually, in the fall and 
spring. 

To explore Holyoke 
Med ica l  Cen t e r ’s  f u l l 
grade details and to find 
valuable t ips  for  s tay-
ing safe in the hospital, 
visit  HospitalSafetyGrade.
org.  Connect  with  The 
Leapfrog Group  on Twitter, 
Facebook, LinkedIn and 
Instagram and stay informed 
through The Leapfrog Group 
newsletter.  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN  CUT FREE ...........
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 5/7-5/13/26

$219

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COOKS
1/2 SPRIAL HAM ...............

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

OVEN STUFFERS
WHOLE CHICKENS ..................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

JUMBO APPLE PIE
LATTICE CRUST 5 LB ................
USDA INSP. 90 MEAT’S

BROOKIES
BROWNIES 6 PAK............................

99¢
ea

USDA INSP. BONELESS STOREMADE 
ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST .............

$369
lb

ea
$799

$166
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CODINO’S 
STUFFED SHELLS 
WITH RICOTTA  48 OZ  ................$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$1799
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BLUE SEA SHRIMP RING
FULLY COOKED
WITH SAUCE 2 LB ..........................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS
PORK RIB .............................

lb
$299

$699
lb

INFLATION

USDA INSP. 

KAYEM
NATIONAL CASING

HOT DOGS

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE TURKEYS ...................FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

STEAKS

USDA INSP. WHOLE BONELESS
KAYEM SMOKED
BUDABALL PIT HAM ............

$289
lb

$119

lb

ea

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$989
lb

$989
lb

2 1/2 LB 
BOX

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

  

Wednesday Night
5-6:30 p.m.

Smoked BBQ Dinner
6:30pm

Bar Bingo
Friday Night 

starts at 7:30 pm

Trivia Night
$5 per person

7 Days A Week  

Queen of Hearts 
Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC!
Floyd Patterson ~ May 5th ~ 6-9pm

Outlaw ~ June 6th ~ 7-10 pm
All are welcome!

Submitted photo
Julissa Colón, of South Hadley, has recently been named the 
Dean of Student Experience at Holyoke Community College.

City lists
Memorial 
Day parade 
and program

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
city’s annual Memorial Day 
observance will be held on 
Monday, May 25, at 10 a.m. 
at the Veterans Memorial 
Park located at Hampden and 
Maple Streets.

Prior to the formal pro-
gram, the War Memorial 
Building at 310 Appleton 
Street will be open from 8:30 
to 9:15 a.m. for refreshments 
and setup for a procession 
that will start at 9:30 a.m. 
The procession will head to 
the Korean War Memorial 
and the Gold Star Memorial 
before arriving at Veterans 
Memorial Park for the cere-
mony.

Separately, American 
Legion Post 351 at 50 St. 
Kolbe Drive is hosting break-
fast on Memorial Day from 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m. American 
Legion Post  325 at  22 
Sycamore Street is hosting 
lunch from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
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Debi, who gardens 
in Hardwick, 
r e a c h e d 

o u t  t o  t h e 
Garden Lady 
with concerns 
over her daffo-
dils.  

They didn’t 
bloom well this 
year,  and she 
wonders if they 
need fertilizer.  

“Dear Garden 
Lady, sorry to bother you 
in this busy season but our 
daffodils aren’t doing well.  
I’m guessing they need food. 
What would you suggest?”

I am happy to answer 
your question! There are typ-
ically four reasons why daf-
fodils don’t bloom.  

Probably the first mis-
take gardeners make is 
removing the foliage too 
soon after the flowers go by. 
Foliage needs about six-eight 
weeks of ripening before it 
can be removed. 

While it is still green, 
it is photosynthesizing and 
making energy for next 
year’s flowers. 

It can get unsightly as 

it starts to yel-
low and finally turn brown 
and dry up, but we must be 
patient.  

I t  is  ready when it 
comes off with a gentle tug. 
Some gardeners get strate-
gic with nearby plants so that 
the eye moves away from 
the foliage and to another 
plant taking the stage in full 
bloom.

Another reason why 
daffodils may be stingy 
with their flowers is that the 
clumps are overgrown and 
need to be divided. Wait 
until the foliage has turned 
brown, then dig up the bulbs, 
pry them apart and replant 
them twice their width from 
one another and about two to 
three times their height deep.  

I recommend using a 
pointed shovel, not a trow-

el. Sometimes they 
can be down 
deep and you 
want to make 

sure you get 
the bulb out 
intact.  

Do this 
while the brown foli-
age is there so that 
you can find them. 

While it  may feel 
“off” to be replanting in early 
summer, it is a perfectly fine 
time to do it.  

Debi’s bulbs could also 
need fertilizer, like she sug-
gested. A sprinkling of gran-
ular fertilizer with low nitro-
gen, but sufficient phospho-
rus and potassium for bloom-
ing and rooting, respectively, 
would be ideal.  

The two best times to 
feed are when the bulbs are 
up a few inches and now, 
just past bloom. Daffodils 
do require less fertilizer than 
tulips and hyacinths, and 
sometimes bloom for years 
without the addition of fer-
tilizer.  

Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I will be 62 in two 

years. I plan on signing up 
for SS at age 62, but I have 
heard there are details that 
are important when sign-
ing up. When it comes time, 
I want to make sure I do 
everything right. Can you 
help me understand? 

Signed: Claiming Soon
 
Dear Claiming Soon: 

Deciding when to 
claim your Social Security 
benefit is a decision you 
should make only after 
careful consideration of 
your personal circumstanc-
es. And details are, indeed, 
important. For example, if 
you claim at age 62 (when 
you first become eligible), 
your monthly SS bene-
fit will be only 70% of 
the amount you would get 
by waiting until age 67 to 
claim. And there are other 
considerations as well, 
including:

If you are still work-
ing and claim at 62, you 
will be subject to Social 
Security’s Annual Earnings 
Test (AET) which limits 
how much you can earn 
from working while col-
lecting early SS benefits. 
The earnings limit chang-
es each year, and for 2026 
it is $24,480. If the annual 
limit after you claim early is 
exceeded, SS will take back 
$1 in benefits for every $2 
you are over the limit. And, 
if your work earnings sub-
stantially exceed the annual 
limit, you may even be tem-
porarily ineligible for early 
SS benefits (until you either 
stop working full time or 
reach your SS full retire-
ment age). FYI, the AET 
lasts until you reach your 
FRA (age 67).

The benefit reduc-
tion for claiming SS early 
is permanent. After you 
claim, you will only get 
increases for Cost-of-Living 
Adjus tmen t s  (COLA) 
which occur annually 
according to inflation. FYI, 
the average annual COLA 
adjustment is about 2.5%.

If you are married, the 
reduced benefit you get by 
claiming early will poten-
tially be the basis of your 
spouse’s survivor benefit 
if you pass first. Surviving 
spouse benefits are based 
on the amount you are 
receiving at your death, thus 
waiting longer for a higher 
personal benefit may also 
provide your spouse with 
a larger survivor benefit as 
your widow.

If you wait longer than 
age 62, your monthly bene-
fit will continue to increase 
(by approximately 6% per 
year) until you reach your 
FRA, when you get 100% 
of the amount you are enti-
tled to from a lifetime of 
working. FYI, you can even 
wait longer - up to age 70 
- to claim an even higher 
monthly amount (8% more 
for each year of delay after 
FRA). At age 70, your SS 
benefit would be about 75% 
more than your age 62 ben-
efit amount. 

If you haven’t already 
done so, I suggest setting up 
your personal online “my 
Social Security” account at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount to 
see what your SS benefits 
are estimated to be at vari-
ous ages. Then, when you 
are closer to age 62, contact 
us again to talk about your 
specific personal circum-
stances at the time, and we 
can provide you with every-
thing you need to know 
about applying for Social 
Security. 

In the end, when claim-
ing your Social Security 
benefits, you should consid-
er your financial need, your 
health and life expectancy, 
your plans for working, 
and your marital status. We 
commend you for explor-
ing this well in advance of 
becoming eligible and we 
will be here to assist when it 
is time for you to apply.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Ci t izens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.       

The Garden Lady takes on spring bulb woes

I want to do everything right 
when I claim Social Security

◗  Opinion

These yellow-rumped 
warblers, also known 
a s  M y r t l e  w a r -

blers, flitted around the 
edges of Lake Wallace in 
Belchertown, on April 22.

A Belchertown resident 
sent an email reporting he 
saw two yellow-rumped. He 
attached the above photos. 
The second photo a rear 
view of the warbler clearly 
shows the yellow rump of 
this aptly named warbler. 

These  warblers  are 
about the size of black-
capped chickadee and have 
a long bill and narrow tail

They are gray with yel-
low on their sides, a small 
patch on the head and of 
course, the large patch on 
the rump. They have white 
on wings, throat and under-
neath. They have black 
and white streaking on the 
breast Males have a large 
black patch around the eye. 
The female is duller.

I n  s u m m e r ,  y e l -
low-rumped warblers inhab-
it open coniferous forests 
and edges and not as often 
deciduous forests. They pri-
marily feed on insects in 
the summer. On migration 
and winter they eat fruit and 
berries particularly bayberry 
and wax myrtle. Their song 
is a series of high-pitched 
notes often described as 
“chewy” or “chip-chip.”

When  ma le s  cou r t 
females, they fluff their 
feathers, raise their wings 
and the feathers of the 
crown and hop from perch 
to perch, chipping. They 
may also make display 
flights in which they glide 
back and forth or fly slow-
ly with exaggerated wing-
beats. The yellow-rumped 
Warbler’s flight is agile and 
swift and the birds often call 
as they change direction.

The female builds the 
nest and sometimes uses 

material the male brings 
to her. The nest is a cup of 
twigs, pine needles, grass-
es and rootlets. The female 
also may use moose, horse 
and deer hair, moss and 
lichens. The nest takes 
about ten days to complete. 
She lays a clutch of one 
to six eggs speckled with 
brown or reddish gray.

Bluebirds
A Rutland couple say 

two bluebirds in their yard 
on April 25. They hope they 
will nest in the yard.

Great blue heron
I finally saw a great 

blue heron perched in a tree 
at the beaver pond, which 
abuts my hayfield. Every 
year, one or two are fre-
quent visitors and even nest-
ed there.

Purple martins
A purple martin watch-

er spotted the first purple 
martins in Massachusetts 
for 2026 in Rehoboth on 

April 4. The largest spe-
cies of swallow in North 
America, they wintered in 
Brazil and flew 7,000 miles 
to the United States and 
Canada.

Hummingbirds
Soon the ruby-throat-

ed hummingbirds will be 
back. It is time to get out 
the nectar feeders. Instead 
of purchasing prepared nec-
tar in powder or liquid form, 
avoid the harmful dyes and 
boil a one to four ration of 
sugar to water. I preferred 
to mix small batches, ¼ cup 
white sugar to 1 cup water 
on a more frequent basis 
to avoid spoilage. It can be 
stored in the refrigerator for 
about one week if making 
larger amounts.

Tom turkeys
In my travelers, I spot-

ted in three different loca-
tions Tom turkeys display-

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor
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MattersMatters
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See GARDEN, page 5

See BIRDS, page 5

in my

By Ellenor Downer This photo shows a side view and back view of a yellow-rumped 
warbler recently seen in Belchertown. Photos by Doug Moore
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Large dung 

beetle
  7. Gambling game 

__-lo
 10. Further along
 12. Type of tobacco
 13. Looked for
 14. Silk fabric
 15. Computer 

method to solve 
equations

 16. As fast as can be 
done (abbr.)

 17. Tear
 18. Brews
 19. “Famous” cookie 

baker
 21. Women’s Army 

Corps
 22. Front parts of an 

animal
 27. It’s causing quite 

a stir
 28. Beloved March 

holiday

 33. 12th letter of the 
Greek alphabet

 34. More impudent
 36. Indicates center
 37. Young woman 

(French)
 38. A cause of 

distress
 39. Santa’s helper
 40. Hillside
 41. Many wombs
 44. Is afraid of
 45. Popular baked 

goods ingredient
 48. Popular 

computers
 49. Conceiving of
 50. Google 

certification 
(abbr.)

 51. Sturdy

CLUES DOWN
  1. Peruse quickly
  2. Automobiles
  3. Razorbill genus

  4. Bravo! Bravo! 
Bravo!

  5. Consumed
  6. A place to sleep
  7. Small seeds
  8. Legendary law 

man Wyatt
  9. Female sheep
 10. Indigenous 

peoples of eastern 
Siberia

 11. A place ships 
dock

 12. Reciprocal of 
sine

 14. Discomfort
 17. British Air Aces
 18. Exit sleep
 20. Solar energetic 

particle
 23. Plagues 

characterized by 
starvation

 24. Short musical 
composition

 25. Trauma center

 26. Habitual 
twitching 

 29. A place where 
checks are 
exchanged (abbr.)

 30. Decameter
 31. Hinged surface 

in a wing
 32. Shouting
 35. Sports official
 36. Volcanic craters
 38. Supportive 

device
 40. It’s part of a 

rosary
 41. Two-toed sloth
 42. Body art
 43. Let out
 44. Foreign medical 

graduate
 45. Nonprofit 

journalism 
organization 
(abbr.)

 46. Couples say it
 47. Bird’s beak

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

Getting hip to joint replacement surgery

A few weeks ago, I 
underwent my second 
total hip replacement. 

I had already replaced my 
left hip, and now it was time 
for the right one.

About 10 years ago, I 
also had both of my knees 
replaced. After nearly four 
decades as an ICU nurse, the 
physical toll of caring for 
patients, some weighing up 
to 300 or 400 pounds, had 
caught up with me. This is a 
common story among nurses: 
We prioritize others’ needs 
and often ignore our own 
warning signs. 

Obvious ly,  I ’m not 
alone. Around 7 million 
Americans are living with 
hip or knee replacements, 
allowing them to main-

tain mobility despite severe 
arthritis. Annually in the 
U.S., there are about 700,000 
knee  and  400 ,000  h ip 
replacements, with studies 
showing many replacements 
lasting 25 years or more.

We’re just not as healthy 
as we used to be. Arthritis 
inflammation in the joints 
can actually destroy the carti-
lage, and when you hit bone-
on-bone, it causes not only 
significant pain but also dis-
ability. The increase in hip 
replacements is attributed to 
the aging baby boomer pop-
ulation, rising life expectan-
cies and the obesity epidem-
ic. Sports injuries and acci-
dents are additional factors.

I’ve learned a lot about 
joint replacement, as a nurse, 

a patient advocate and a 
patient. If you’re facing a 
joint replacement, here are 
some considerations: 
Hospital or surgery center?

All four of my joint 
replacements took place 
at outpatient surgery cen-
ters, which I consider much 
cleaner environments than 
hospitals. After early morn-
ing surgery, I was home by 
noon and received home 
health care, so I never went 
to rehab.

A  2 0 2 3  s t u d y  b y 
University of Pennsylvania 
researchers found that the 
rates of revisits and compli-
cations for surgery center 
patients were lower than for 
similar patients who had sur-
gery in a hospital. However, 
that could have something 
to do with healthier patients 
choosing surgery centers 
and those with other health 
conditions, heart failure for 
example, going to hospitals.

That said, this is a topic 
for you and your doctor to 
discuss. In the end, you will 
decide where to have your 
joint replacement, so go 
where you are most comfort-
able. 

Choosing a doctor
Look for a surgeon who 

is affiliated with professional 
organizations and has com-
pleted fellowships in the 
surgery you’re having. You 
should also prioritize their 
experience, asking how many 
times they’ve performed this 
particular surgery.

Studies have found that 
surgeons who have per-
formed more than 50 pro-
cedures have lower rates 
of complication and revi-
sion. You can ask the doc-
tor directly how many times 
they’ve performed the sur-
gery and what their com-
plication rate is. Also ask 
whether you can speak with 
other patients the doctor has 
treated.

Second opinions
Joint replacement is a 

major medical undertaking, 
so if you’re feeling at all 
unsure about it - or the doc-
tor isn’t all you had hoped 
- Medicare covers second 
opinions subject to the 20% 
co- insurance.  Medicare 
Advantage plans also gener-
ally cover second opinions, 
but check with your plan for 
details.

Robots or no robots?
Robot-assisted joint 

replacement  i s  becom-
ing more common. A study 

published in the Journal of 
Arthroplasty reported an 
increase in surgeons who 
have adopted robotics, from 
10% in 2018 to 35% in 2023. 
Nearly half of partial knee 
replacements were robotical-
ly assisted. Fewer total knee 
and hip replacements were 
reported.

The study noted that fur-
ther research is needed on 
outcomes, but surgeons who 
use robotic assisted systems 
say that the robot is simply 
the navigation system while 
the doctor is in the driver’s 
seat.

Rehab in a facility 
or at home?

With my surgeries, I 
wanted to avoid a rehab 
facility because that’s anoth-
er name for nursing home, 
where there are a lot of 
germs, more patients with 
compromised immune sys-
tems and generally higher 
infection rates.

Today, in fact, most joint 
replacement patients do recu-
perate at home. A project 
by the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services found 
that patients who can safely 
recover at home heal faster, 
have fewer complications 
and have a greater sense 

of ownership in their own 
recovery.

Not everyone can come 
home immediately, though, 
if they lack family support or 
access to home health care. 
Be sure to have this con-
versation with your doctor 
before your surgery.

Chances are your joint 
replacement will get you 
back to doing the things you 
enjoy, especially with a little 
bit of education and prepa-
ration.

  T e r i  ( D r e h e r ) 
Frykenberg, R.N., a regis-
tered nurse and board-cer-
t i fied patient  advocate, 
is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates.   A Monson, 
MA resident, she is the 
author of “How to Be a 
Healthcare Advocate for 
Yoursel f  & Your Loved 
Ones” and her new book, 
“Advocating Well: Strategies 
for Finding Strength and 
Understanding in Health 
Care,” available at Amazon.
com.   Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone 
consultation.

 Opinion ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

First Lutheran Church
1810 Northampton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
Every Sunday at 9 a.m.

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

I am wondering if the 
trees or the ground cover 
adjacent to Debi’s daffodils 
were fertilized with a high 
nitrogen blend and it affected 
the bulbs? I have a few daf-
fodils near an apple tree that 
is close to my compost pile, 
where I mix chicken bedding 
with vegetable scraps, etc.  

I think the high nitrogen 
run-off from the pile affect-
ed my blooming, just as an 
example. Of five possible 
clumps I had a measly two 
flowers. Bone meal, high in 
phosphorus, is in order to 
rebalance the soil.

Knowing Debi’s sun 
exposure, I don’t think this 
is an issue, but it is worth 
the mention for other read-
ers who may struggle with 
sparse blooms. Daffodils 
won’t bloom in deep shade. 
Dappled sunlight is fine.  

Planting under decidu-
ous trees is also fine. If you 
think shade is the culprit, 
wait until the foliage ripens 
and move them using the 
guidelines I provided for 
bulbs that are overcrowded.  

I sure hope one of these 
suggestions will help your 
daffodils regain their former 
glory.

Rose, who reads the 
column in the Ware River 
News, was concerned that 
a number of her hyacinths 
were broken off at ground 
level when just buds, and she 
wondered what or who could 
the culprit be. 

“This is so disheart-
ening, I don’t want to even 
grow them any more.”

I was astounded to hear 
this, because the same thing 
happened to me in one of my 
gardens at Old Sturbridge 
Village where I have a multi 
red, white and blue plant-

ing of hyacinths and tulips.  
Grooming last week yielded 
at least 10 hyacinth buds that 
looked as if they were but 
off at ground level.  

Although the experts 
say rodents could be the 
cause, the cut was almost 
perfect, not gnawed in any 
way, plus hyacinths contain 
natural deterrents making 
them rodent proof, typically. 
I did cultivate the bed awhile 
back, my thought being that 
I may have cut a few of them 
off under ground.  

As the stems elongat-
ed, they could have forced 
the bud above ground even 
though it was already dis-
lodged, but the mystery 
remains. I’m sorry this hap-
pened, Rose, and I wish 
I had a definite answer for 
you, but at least know you 
are in good company with 
your hyacinth woes.  

I f  anyone  has  any 

answers I would love to hear 
them.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 31 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 

GARDEN, from page 4

ing their tail feathers for 
one or more hen turkeys. 
I noticed one Tom with 
two hens strutting about as 
the females kept on eating 
near him.

Bird fact
Annually, over 50 mil-

lion Americans purchased 
more than one bil l ion 
pounds of bird seed and 
suet.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. The Palmer office 
has a new phone system 
and I will be getting an 
extension where messages 
may be left. I will publish 
the number as soon as it is 
set up.

BIRDS, from page 4

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column
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◗  In The News

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan R. Goldsmith

Of the Firm of  Egan, Flanagan & Cohen, 67 Market Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee

Terms Of Sale:  $10,000.00 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds.
Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days. 

5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

Public AuctioN
THURSDAY, MAY 14TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS •

154 Huron Avenue   HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 
To be sold on the Premises

5 ROOMS / 2 BEDROOMS
SINGLE STORY 

RANCH STYLE HOME
“VIEW OF THE PIONEER VALLEY”

 Features:
• Single Story Ranch Style Home • ±7,257 S/F of Land •

• Total of (5) Rooms w/ (2) Bedrooms & (2) Baths •
• ±1,972 S/F of Finished Area • Electric Baseboard Heat • 

• Vinyl Exterior • Fireplace • Zoned: R-1A• Parcel ID: 154-00-067 •
★ TWO CAR ATTACHED GARAGE ★

“I CAN’T RENT TO YOU 
BECAUSE OF LEAD PAINT”

MFHC: 413-539-9796
MCAD: 413-739-2145

This was the third landlord that refused to rent to us 
because of lead paint.

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
Lead paint is not a reason to discriminate against my 
family. We called the Massachusetts Fair Housing 
Center and found out it was illegal to discriminate 
against families with children under six years old 
because of the presence of lead paint.

NOW WE HAVE A HOME
If you have been denied housing because of the 
presence of lead paint, you have options. Contact the 
Massachusetts Fair Housing Center (MFHC) or the 
Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination 
(MCAD).

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

a bold national movement 
centered on the power and 
potential of girls and the 
importance of investing in 
their futures.

Kicking off on May 
7 as part of Girls Inc. 
Together Week and the 
organization’s National Day 
of Giving, the campaign 
will mobilize the communi-
ty through a strong empha-
sis on peer-to-peer fund-
raising. Supporters will be 
invited to become ambas-
sadors for the mission by 
creating their own fundrais-
ing pages, sharing personal 

connections to Girls Inc., 
and encouraging their net-
works to invest in the next 
generation of leaders.

T h i s  p e e r - d r i v e n 
approach will expand the 
reach of the campaign 
beyond traditional giving, 
empowering individuals to 
activate their own commu-
nities and play a direct role 
in fueling opportunities for 
girls. Rooted in the belief 
that when girls succeed, 
everyone benefits, the cam-
paign will elevate stories 
of local participants while 
driving both awareness and 
critical funding for expand-
ed programming.

tion efforts.
• Tapestry Health — 

$328,883.73 to provide 
enhanced harm reduction 
services,  strengthening 
access to lifesaving resourc-
es and support for individu-
als at risk.

•  P r o v i d e n c e 
Ministries — $120,000.00 
to provide emergency harm 
reduction services and criti-
cal supports for unsheltered 
individuals impacted by opi-
oid use disorder.

“These first opioid set-
tlement investments repre-
sent an important step in 
turning accountability into 
action,” Garcia said in the 
press release. “The opioid 
crisis has touched every cor-
ner of our community. These 
funds allow us to invest in 
practical, community-driven 
solutions that meet people 
where they are—wheth-
er that means employment, 
emergency recovery support, 

harm reduction, or services 
for our most vulnerable res-
idents.”

The city says the award 
process was guided by a 
“robust community review 
and public process.”

The city had the appli-
cations reviewed by multiple 
stakeholders throughout the 
city. Among the participat-
ing groups were the: Board 
of Health Commissioners, 
t h e  C i t i z e n s  O p i o i d 
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e , 
t he  Deve lopment  and 
Government Subcommittee, 
the City Council, and staff 
from the City of Holyoke 
Office for  Community 
Development.

The mayor would make 
the final decisions after 
hearing from the various 
committees. There was also 
a community needs assess-
ment, used to find service 
gaps and identify the best 
ways to use the funding.

“The strength of this 
process was in its transpar-

ency and community partic-
ipation,” said Garcia. “These 
awards reflect what our resi-
dents, service providers, and 
public health partners told us 
is needed most.”

The City anticipates 
there will be additional 
opioid settlement funding 
rounds in the future as set-
tlement resources contin-
ue to be distributed, with 
ongoing emphasis on evi-
dence-based interventions 
and measurable community 
impact.   Awards and pro-
gram operations must be 
consistent with the State 
Subdivision Agreement 
(SSA) and guidance from 
the Massachusetts Attorney 
General’s Office and the 
Massachuse t t s  Bureau 
of Substance Addiction 
Services.   It is not known 
when the mayor’s office will 
open up applications for a 
second round of funding. 
But more information on 
the grants and award can be 
found on the city’s website.

these negotiations.” 
Before concluding his 

statement, citing, “Their 
(HTA) steady leadership kept 
students’ needs front and 
center while securing a deal 
that invests meaningfully in 
our educators. I also want to 
recognize our teachers for 
advocating for the support 
they deserve. Way to show 
the Commonwealth what we 
are able to achieve together 
under local control!”

The announcement of 
the agreement was made just 
prior to press time, and The 
Sun hopes to have more on 
this agreement, including full 
details on the compromises 
reached and if and when the 
contract is fully ratified by 
the union in next week’s edi-
tion.

GIRLS, from page 1

JUMP, from page 1

AGREE, from page 1

P a l m e r  P o l i c e 
Department Partnership 
– HCSO currently provides 
full patrol coverage on two 
shifts, seven nights per week, 
with deputies handling calls 
for service, patrol duties, and 
community policing as the 
agency is facing significant 
staffing shortages. These 
positions will no longer be 
filled, unless paid/reimbursed 
by the agency/municipality.

S p r i n g fi e l d  Po l i c e 
Department Partnership–
HCSO presently maintains 
a continuous presence at 
Union Stat ion,  Western 
Massachuset ts’  pr imary 
transportation hub that pre-
viously had a high call vol-
ume involving violent crime, 
disturbances, and drug activ-
ity. Deputies also provide 
year-round patrol coverage 
in Forest Park with two shifts 
daily, seven days a week, 
supported by the Mounted 
Patrol Unit. Additionally, 
deputies serve 209A restrain-
ing orders in the city. These 
positions will no longer be 
filled, unless paid/reimbursed 
by the agency/municipality.

C h i c o p e e  P o l i c e 
D e p a r t m e n t / C i t y 
Partnership – The HCSO 
staffs three full-time ana-
lysts as part of the five-per-
son team at the Real-Time 
In fo rma t ion  Cen te r  i n 
Chicopee. This state-of- the-
art operation has the abili-
ty to use an extensive cam-
era network paired with 
AI-powered software to 
enhance public and officer 
safety, but relies on the ana-
lysts to make the connec-
tions happen. The facility, 

although based 
i n  C h i c o p e e , 
has a regional 
impact, helping 
solve and prevent 
c r i m e s  a c r o s s 
Hampden County. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
POST-cer t i fied 
deput ies  serve 
209A restraining 
orders in the city, 
and act as force 
multipliers when city patrol 
staffing is down. These posi-
tions will no longer be filled, 
unless paid/reimbursed by 
the agency/municipality.

West Springfield Police 
Partnership–The HCSO 
presently helps West Side 
police with targeted speed-
ing details and traffic patrols. 
Additionally, we also have 
deputies on patrol in Bear 
Hole Reservoir and on the 
Connecticut River Walk and 
Bikeway. These positions 
will no longer be filled, 
unless paid/reimbursed by 
the agency/municipality.

Marine Patrol Unit and 
Hampden County Regional 
Dive Team – Last year, the 
regional water safety team 
conducted 119 patrols on the 
Connecticut River and Lake 
Congamond, supported 55 
public events, and performed 
multiple search and recovery 
operations. The unit, along 
with the specialized under-
water recovery team that 
assists local agencies during 
missing- person and recovery 
incidents, will transition to 
a part-time operation based 
primarily on paid/reimbursed 
assignments or emergency 
dispatches.

H o l y o k e  P o l i c e 
Partnership – In partner-
ship with Holyoke Police, 
the HCSO has sent depu-
ties to assist HPD with large 
events like the St. Patrick’s 
Road Race and Parade. 
Additionally, the Sheriff has 
two deputies who run pro-
grams to connect at-risk 
individuals  with addic-
tion recovery and treatment 
resources. In the last fiscal 
year, that unit provided 2,857 
successful outreach contacts, 
1,049 referrals, and trans-

ported 338 peo-
ple to treatment 
and Medication 
Assisted Treatment 
programs, bridging 
the gap between 
law enforcement 
a n d  r e c o v e r y. 
These positions 
will no longer be 
s t a ffed ,  un less 
paid/reimbursed 
by the  c i ty  of 

Holyoke.
HCSO Drone Unit– 

Presently the HCSO Drone 
Unit provides support to law 
enforcement partners across 
the region in everything from 
investigations, violent stand-
offs and missing person 
cases. This unit will remain 
available for emergency 
responses, but not for non- 
emergency situations with-
out a funding mechanism to 
reimburse the department.

O t h e r  s p e c i a l i z e d 
response teams — includ-
ing the Crisis Negotiation 
Team, Emergency Medical 
Response Team, and Search 
and Rescue Team — will 
continue to be evaluated as 
part of the broader restructur-
ing effort. “These are high-
ly skilled teams that provide 
important support during 
critical incidents,” Cocchi 
said. “Our goal is to preserve 
as much of that capability as 
possible while adjusting to 
the fiscal constraints we’re 
facing.”

Sheriff Cocchi said he 
remains committed to work-
ing with the Legislature and 
state officials as discussions 
continue regarding the long-
term funding structure for 
sheriffs’ offices.

“The Inspector General’s 
report made clear that the 
current budgeting process 
has become difficult to navi-
gate for everyone involved,” 
Cocchi said. “Our goal is to 
be transparent,

responsible, and collab-
orative as we work through 
these challenges with hopes 
of being funded fairly, with 
respect to the national rep-
utation of our office based 
on our staff’s dedication to 
changing lives.”

JUMP, from page 1

Sheriff Nick Cocchi

Submitted photo
The crowd watches on as speakers address the group at the Girls Inc Grand Opening of their newly 
renovated headquarters. 

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

GIRLS ARE THE NEW
GENERATION OF LEADERS
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HOLYOKE – Cougars 
baseball saw their sea-
son come to a close last 
Saturday, hosting a dou-
bleheader against regional 
opponent Quinsigamond 
CC. Holyoke needed to 
win at least one of the two 
games to have a chance to 
qualify for postseason, but 
regrettably lost both. 

The Cougars trailed 
5-1 in the bottom of 

the seventh and final 
inning of Saturday’s 

first game, where 
they’d drive in two 

runs to bring the score 
to 5-3. They had runners 
on second and third base 

with one out but unfortu-
nately could not get them 
home, falling by the 5-3 
final score. Holyoke learned 
before the start of their sec-
ond game that they could no 
longer qualify for the post-
season due to the outcome 
of another regional game 
played on Saturday. The 
Cougars did their best to 
just have a little fun in the 
finale, coming out on the 
bottom end of a 13-7 score.

Men’s baseball clos-
es the season with a 12-20 
overall record and an 8-10 
regional record. They finish 
just one game back of 4th 
place, and the final playoff 
spot, in the Region XXI 
(New England) standings. 
Holyoke won six straight 
games, their longest win-
ning streak of the season, 
prior to Saturday’s double-
header. Fourteen freshmen 
from this year’s team can 
return to play in 2027. 

HOLYOKE –  Las t 
Monday afternoon, Holyoke 
High School came back 
from down 3-2 to win a sus-
pended game with Ludlow 
4-3.  The Knights  a lso 
defeated Amherst recent-
ly, but suffered a few loss-
es against West Springfield, 

East  Longmeadow, and 
Easthampton. The Knights 
are 8-5 on the regular sea-
son and need just one more 
win to qualify for the state 
tournament this year. The 
Knights face Amherst on 
Friday, May 8 at 5:15 p.m. 
on the road.

Holyoke softball falls to Chicopee
HOLYOKE –  Las t 

Wednesday  a f te rnoon , 
Holyoke softball lost at 
home to Chicopee High 
School 11-0. The Knights 
had just one hit in the loss. 
The Knights also fell to 
Smith Voke in a wild match-
up last Friday 18-17, but 
won earlier this week to 
improve to 7-7 for the sea-
son. Holyoke can qualify for 
the state tournament with 
two more wins in their final 
four games. Holyoke faces 
Putnam on Monday at 5 p.m.

HCC 
finishes 
season

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com
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SPORTSSPORTS

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Left, Daniel Blaha 
makes a catch on a 
fly ball. Below, Nolan 
Judd fires a throw 
back to the infield.

F i r s t  b a s e m a n  J e r e m y 
Francisco makes a clean play.

Ryan Greaney makes an easy 
throw to first.

Alanna Bonilla cleanly fields a grounder to short.Alilana DeJesus sends a pitch home for the Knights. 	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Michael Medina fields a ground ball.

                     win                      win 
completion of gamecompletion of game
KnightsKnights

Joseph Rios 
sends a 

pitch home.

Jossue 
Adorno fires 
across the 
diamond.

Lily Tapion 
fires home.

Zomaris Robles fires 
across the diamond.

Isabella Lachat watches 
her throw head for first.
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WINCHESTER, N.H. 
– Open-wheel ace Nathan 
Wenzel strutted the stuff that 
made him both a speedway 
and New Hampshire state 
Modified champion Saturday 
at Monadnock Speedway, 
topping the season open-
ing main event at the high-
banked speedplant.

A n d  e v e n  t h o u g h 
Saturday marked the first 
event of the new season, 
reigning Limited Late Model 
track champion Dylan Zullo 
is already in the running for 
what may be the summer’s 
most exciting victory at the 
historic quarter-mile oval.

With a huge crowd brav-
ing the chilly April tempera-
tures, six drivers started their 
season with a flourish, each 
earning the first victory lap 
of the new season in their 
respective division. Along 
with Wenzel and Zullo, 
long-ago Mini Stock champ 
Kevin Clayton, Pure Stock 

hot shoe Jimmy Zellman, Pro 
V8 Sportsman pilot Chris 
Kingsley and Young Gun 
speedster Sofia Rego each 
went home victorious.

Co l ton  Mar t in  and 
JT Cloutier led the All 
States  Materials  Group 
604 Modifieds to the green 
Saturday, with Martin jump-
ing all over the opening lead. 
Cloutier rode second in his 
shadow, with Kimmy Rivet 
a close third, and Wenzel, 
from row three, quickly on 
the charge.

Wenzel had third on lap 
three and took second from 
Rivet on the tenth go-round. 
He and Martin then raced 
under a blanket until light 
contact on lap 28 sent Martin 
tumbling off turn two, then 
moving Wenzel and Rivet to 
row one, with Tyler Leary 
now up to third.

Leary powered up to 
second on lap 36, quickly 
gluing his ride to Wenzel’s 

as the two former speedway 
champions squared off. They 
rubbed in the final turn, with 
Wenzel wobbling but still 
holding the point to score his 
first win of the season.

With Leary an airtight 
second, Martin charged 
back through the field to 
snatch third from Rivet, and 
Cloutier’s strong night’s 
work netted him fifth. Leary 
set fast time in qualifying, 
scorching his way around 
the high banks in 12.127 sec-
onds.

Hi l lary  Renaud led 
early in the Twin State Truck 
Services Limited Late Model 
feature. Dylan Zullo, though, 
was on a mission, blasting 
from row three as he began 
to pick up where he’d left 
off in his championship sea-
son a year ago. Taking the 
lead on lap two, he looked 
headed for an easy romp 
in Saturday’s 30-lapper. A 
caution, though, on lap 24, 

brought JD Stockwell to his 
door and the action was just 
getting started.

Over the last three laps, 
they rubbed, they pushed, 
and they traded places, with 
Zullo prevailing to win by 
just a foot. Robert Hagar had 
the best view of the top-two 
chaos, watching from close 
behind as he impressed in 
third. Renaud was fourth on 
the night, and Erik Smith 
rounded out the first five.

Kevin Clayton won the 
Monadnock Speedway Mini 
Stock championship more 
than a quarter century ago, 
taking top honors way back 
in 2000. In recent summers, 
victory lane had been like a 
foreign nation to him. But 
now, the popular wheelsman 
has a new streak started.

S t a r t i n g  u p  f r o n t , 
Clayton led all the way to 
win by three lengths over 
third row starter  Craig 
Chaffee in the night’s Keene 

Towing and Recovery MIni 
Stock main event. Steady 
Tim Paquette came home 
third,  Tim O’Shea was 
fourth, and Dick Lamotte 
fifth.

Jimmy Zellman won 
a thriller in the Brattleboro 
Towing and Recovery Pure 
Stocks, coming off a pair 
of runner-up finishes at 
Claremont, the Bay State 
blaster had his mind set on 
something a little bit bet-
ter, Leading all the way, he 
achieved that goal Saturday.

Zellman’s opening night 
victory didn’t come easily 
though. He had Colton Hull 
and Carlos Grenier draped all 
over him every inch of the 
way. Grenier got up for sec-
ond on lap18 and the potent 
trio raced under a blanket 
the rest of the way. With 
Hull third, Josh Brigham 
impressed in fourth, and Kyle 
Begos was fifth.

Chris Kingsley won the 

spirited Beck’s Automotive 
Pro V8 Sportsman feature. 
Stephen LaPlante was second 
and Garden State ace Scott 
Riggleman came home third. 
It was Kingsley’s first career 
win on the high banks.

Sofia Rego had a mem-
orable night in the Doug’s 
Auto Body Young Guns, 
winning with ease in both 
her heat and feature races. 
Eleven-year-old Dylan Stati 
- yes, just eleven - was sec-
ond in the 15-lap feature, and 
Maeve Barry was third.

Monadnock Speedway 
roars back into action next 
Saturday, May 2, with a spe-
cial Todd Martell Memorial 
75-lap Modified main event 
atop a full night of NASCAR 
Local Racing Series events, 
and the first visit of the sea-
son of the exciting Pro 4 
Modified series. Post time is 
6 p.m each Saturday.

Wenzel opens up season with win at Monadnock
◗  Sports

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a Spe-
cial permit application of Wayne 
Versace for a nonconforming 
structure to construct an attached 
deck and install a rear entry door 
at 5 Brightwood Ave per 4.7.5. 
Hearing will take place on Mon-
day, May 18, 2026 at 6:30 pm 

at Holyoke City Hall 536 Dwight 
St and can be accessed remote-
ly via www.zoom.us Meeting 
ID 824 0539 6605 Meeting 
Passcode 689658 or by call in 
at 1-646-558-8656 with same 
Meeting ID and Passcode. For a 
copy of the application or to pro-
vide comments, please contact 
City Council Admin Asst Jeffery 
Anderson-Burgos at Anderson-
BurgosJ@holyoke.org or by 

phone 413-322-5525. 
DGR Chair, Richard Purcell

05/01, 05/08/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

TThe DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a Special 
permit application of Cypress 
Acquisitions, LLC c/o MacDer-
mid Reynolds & Glissman P.C 

for alteration of a nonconforming 
structure at 2201 Northampton 
Street per 4.7.3. Hearing will take 
place on Monday, May 18, 2026 
at 6:30 pm at Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St and can be ac-
cessed remotely via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID 824 0539 6605 
Meeting Passcode 689658 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 
same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
For a copy of the application or 
to provide comments, please 
contact City Council Admin 
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
Anderson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org 
or by phone 413-322-5525.  

DGR Chair, Richard Purcell
05/01, 05/08/2026

City of Holyoke
Public Hearing Notice

The Holyoke Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com ID: 836 
3939 8493; CALL IN *67 646 
558 8656 to hear, pursuant to 
the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance, 
Section 6.4.6.4, a Special Per-
mit for an Increase in Sign Size 
for Florence Bank, at 1490-1504 
Northampton Street, Holyoke 
MA 01040 ( 105-00-059). 

The complete application may 
be viewed through the Holyoke 
Planning Dept M-F, 8:30-4 p.m. 

Applicant: 
Holyoke Retail, LLC 
Planning Board: 
Lauren Niles, Chairperson 

05/08, 05/15/2026

Office of Purchasing
536 Dwight Street, Room 3

Holyoke, Ma 01040
Request for Quotes 

2026-49 DPW Pouliot Pool 
Repairs 

The City of Holyoke, through 
its Procurement Office, is re-
questing quotes from qualified 
contractors for Pouliot Pool re-
pairs. This procurement is con-
ducted in accordance with Mas-
sachusetts General Laws Chapter 
30B and Chapter 149. Docu-
ments are availabe electronically 
starting on 5/6/2026 @10AM by 
requesting electronically from 
morrowj@holyoke.org  

The City seeks a contractor 
to complete repairs and main-
tenance necessary to prepare 
Pouliot Pool for the upcoming 
swim season. The contractor shall 
provide all labor, materials, tools, 
and supervision required. Scope 
of Work; Concrete Repair,- Re-
pair damaged concrete, remove 
deteriorated material, structural 
patching, Surface Coating, apply 
commercial-grade pool coating, 
Pool Seam Resealing, remove 
and replace sealant, Pool Mark-
ing, Repaint depth line. 

A non Mandatory but high-
ly recommended site visit will 
be held on May 14th, 2026 @ 
10AM Pouliot Pool 575 Maple 
Street, Holyoke Ma 01040. 

Work must be completed pri-
or to swim season. Include start 
date and duration. 

Submission Instructions Due 
May 5, 2026 at 2:00 PM. Sub-
mit electronically to morrowj@
holyoke.org. Late submissions 
will be rejected. 

Prevailing Wage Rates must 
be paid wage sheet for this job 
attached to specification docu-
ments. 

The City reserves the right to 
reject any or all quotes, waive 
informalities, or cancel the RFQ.
05/08/2026

City of Holyoke
Conservation Commission
Pursuant to MGL Chap. 

131 §40 and the Holyoke Wet-
lands Ordinance, the Holy-
oke Conservation Commission 
will hold a Public Meeting on 
Thursday May 14th, 2026 at 
6:15 p.m. remotely via zoom 
at https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83189025752?pwd=sCx3V77
mzmdKzQoFJ7VNSmDVfWef
0m.1 to review a Request for De-
termination of Applicability filed 
by Tec Associates on behalf of 
Pioneer Valley Railroad for the 
confirmation of wetland bound-
aries under the railroad’s Vegeta-
tion Management Plan along the 
Pioneer Valley Railroad Right-
of-Way in Holyoke, MA. 

Signed,
Jeffery Horan, Chairperson

05/08/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

◗  Public Notices

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21
– Thank you!

P R O V I D E N C E , 
R.I .  –  The Spr ingfie ld 
T h u n d e r b i r d s  a n d 
Providence Bruins fought 
tooth and nail in anoth-
er  s t ingy contest ,  with 
the Bruins prevailing 2-1 
in Game 2 of the Atlantic 
Divis ion Semifinals  on 
Sunday night inside Amica 
Mutual Pavilion. With that, 
the series shifts back to 
Springfield tied at one game 
apiece in the best-of-five set. 

All of the scoring in 
the game came in a window 
of less than six minutes’ 
time in the opening period. 
For a fifth straight game in 
these playoffs, Springfield 

succumbed to a 1-0 deficit 
within the opening half of 
period one. Frederic Brunet 
geared a slapper toward 
Georgi Romanov, who 
made the initial save. 
However, the rebound 
bounced over to a wait-
ing Matej Blumel on the 
right wing, and the 2024-
25 AHL goal scoring leader 
rifled it into an empty cage 
to make it a 1-0 game at 
8:34 of the opening period.

The T-Birds were grant-
ed a power play and an 
opportunity to tie the score 
quickly, and at 11:30, Dillon 
Dube did just that, parking 
himself along the left post 

and 
g u i d i n g  a  H u g h 

M c G i n g  p a s s  b e h i n d 
M i c h a e l  D i P i e t r o  t o 
even the slate, 1-1.   Alek 
Kaskimaki picked up his 
second assist in as many 
games to round out the scor-
ing play. 

T h e 
B r u i n s 

showed they, too, 
could answer in a hurry, 
as Brunet gathered a roll-
ing puck along the right 
wing and geared a back-
hand pass across the slot 
to Georgii Merkulov, who 
bea t  Romanov  wi th  a 

quick release to put 
Providence  ahead , 
2-1, at 14:02.

P r o v i d e n c e 
o u t s h o t  t h e 

T - B i r d s 
2 5 - 1 4 

o v e r  t h e 
f i r s t  40  min-

utes of the game, 
but both DiPietro 
and Romanov were 

t a xe d  w i t h  s p e -
cial teams work in a sec-
ond period that featured 10 
minor penalties and eight 
combined power plays of 
varying lengths. 

The T-Birds final ly 
were able to give DiPietro 

a steady diet of scoring 
chances in the third, but the 
Springfield power play left 
two more opportunities on 
the table, going 0-for-6 in 
the final two frames after 
connecting on their first man 
advantage of the evening. 

Springfield’s netmind-
ing and penalty killing did 
everything in its power to 
buy the offense time for an 
equalizer. Romanov, for a 
fourth straight contest, kept 
his opposition to two goals 
or less. The T-Birds’ back-
stop has now stopped 116 
of 123 shots for a .943 save 
percentage in the Calder 
Cup Playoffs.

Thunderbirds defeated in series opener with Bruins
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ESTATE SALE
HUGE ESTATE SALE

 DON’T MISS IT!
2 Christopher Lane, Wilbraham
Saturday, May 9 only, 9am-3pm

Everything is priced to sell – and it all 
must go! Browse a wide variety of items 
including: extensive holiday decor, Beanie 
Babies, household items, furniture, Disney 
collectibles, New England sports memora-
bilia. Come early for the best selection!

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS
2022 LOADRITE BOAT TRAILER, 
Model C650-1T. Capacity 650 lbs. Used 
two seasons with canoe. Adjustable for 
conventional boat. Original owner, $1500, 
413-244-4520.

SIT-IN KAYAK, Santee Hurricane 
126, $300.00. Call 413-583-5278.

WHEEL HORSE COLLECTORS: 4 old 
models, 312-8 (2), C-81 Elctro 12. Call El-
eanor 413-283-3540.

TAG SALE
FRIDAY, MAY 8 AND SATURDAY, 

MAY 9, 8am-3pm. Rain/shine. 
63 Walker Rd., Wales. 

Antiques, furniture, plants, arts, rare finds.

HUGE ESTATE SALE
 DON’T MISS IT!

2 Christopher Lane, Wilbraham
Saturday, May 9 only, 9am-3pm

Everything is priced to sell – and it all 
must go! Browse a wide variety of items 
including: extensive holiday decor, Beanie 
Babies, household items, furniture, Disney 
collectibles, New England sports memora-
bilia. Come early for the best selection!

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, au-
dio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no 
project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 

trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming, 

pruning, design, deliveries, 
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional. 

Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

“RANDY and RICKY 
Spring Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior 
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways. Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 

LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE-OUTS, 
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. 

BRIMFIELD  – (413)374-1880

LABORERS AND HEAVY
 EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 

Positions available with local work. Proper 
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate 
with  experience. Transportation required.

Email: 
bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com 

with your resume and for more information.

SEEKING YOUNGSTER(S) for assist-
ing older couple with organizing/moving 
items for tag sale/clean-out. Computer 
skills a plus. Call Bob at Hilltown Animal 
Control, 413-374-8451.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00
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Base Price
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Base Price
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Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to  
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE 

in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message.

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION MAY 29th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
wdelcamp@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, 

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3  Black & White Grad Ad

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love, Mom & Dad

SAMPLE
SAMPLECongratulate            GraduateCongratulate            Graduate

SPECIAL! 
$55.00

Your

Dominic O’Connell, 8, swings at 
the 10th hole.

Tatiana Matos and her daughter, Aliani, 7, enjoy the indoor course. Holes could be found throughout the library.

Bridget Stark watches her daughter, Emilia, 7, start the 16th hole.

Roman, 3, and Gianna Hutchinson, 5, enjoy the oversized Connect Four game.  Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

State Ornithologist to discuss 
latest in bird conservation

SPRINGFIELD – On 
Monday, May 4, at 7 p.m. 
the Allen Bird Club of 
Springfield, MA invites 
the public to attend, From 
Wood Thrush to Goshawks: 
Us ing  Trad i t iona l  and 
Contemporary Approaches to 
Promote Bird Conservation. 
This program will be pre-
sented by State Ornithologist 
Andrew Vitz,  who will 

explain how a combination 
of traditional and advanced 
technologies are used in 
studying bird biology for 
improved conservat ion.   
Dr. Vitz will highlight spe-
cies such as the American 
Goshawk, Eastern Whip-
poor-will, American Bald 
Eagle, Wood Thrush, and 
American Kestrel. This pre-
sentation will be held, free 

of charge, in the Tolman 
Auditorium of the Springfield 
S c i e n c e  M u s e u m ,  2 1 
Edwards Street, Springfield, 
MA. 

The Allen Bird Club is 
a nonprofit organization ded-
icated to bringing Greater 
Springfield area birders 
together since 1912. For 
more information, please visit 
www.AllenBirdClub.org.

Basic Sign Language series offered
CHICOPEE – The 

Chicopee Council on Aging 
will offer a 4-part Basic 
American Sign Language 
Series at Chicopee Council 
on Aging’s RiverMills 
Center, located at 5 W. Main 
Street. Join staff from the 
Willie Rose School for the 
Deaf for this 4-part series to 
learn basic American Sign 
Language. You will learn the 
alphabet, practice fingerspell-
ing and will also build every-
day vocabulary. Through 

games, activities, and lots of 
practice, you will learn how 
to introduce yourself ask sim-
ple questions and respond in 
basic conversation. This is a 
class designed to be begin-
ner friendly, so no experience 
is needed! The classes will 
take place May 11, May 18, 
June 1 and June 8 from 4 to 
5 p.m. The cost of the series 
is $5 and you must register 
in advance by stopping by 
RiverMills or calling 534-
3698.

◗  In The News

Library hosts annual 
mini-golf daymini-golf day

H O LYO K E  –  L a s t 
Sa turday  morn ing ,  the 
Holyoke Public Library 
became the site of a minia-
ture golf course for the pub-
lic to enjoy. 

A miniature golf course 
was installed throughout the 
three floors of the library 
and families had the oppor-
tunity to go through an entire 

tour of the library building 
while mini-golfing 18 holes. 
Outside of the building, some 
large games and art through 
sidewalk chalk could also be 
enjoyed. 

The library was full of 
activity during the three-hour 
free golfing opportunity. The 
event has become a yearly 
tradition.

Mini-golfers navigate the course.


