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CPA funding
approved
for Appleton
Mill Project

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The City
Council voted 7-6 to approve
CPA funding of $200,000 to
help the Appleton Mill Project.

This project is overall
costing WinnDevelopment,
the company in charge of the
project, about $55 million.

The building site of this
project was the Farr Alpaca
Company, which was one of
the largest alpaca wool mills
in the world. However, that
company has long since shut
down and the building has
been abandoned for the last
50 years.

WinnDevelopment pur-
chased the property to con-
vert it into 88 new apart-
ments for seniors, ages 55
and older. They requested the
$200,000 from the CPA to
help improve the amenities
of the apartments.

The council was divided
on whether or not to approve
this project for CPA funding.

According to Councilor
Meagan Magrath-Smith,
this project was the most
highly recommended by the
CPA. She strongly encour-
aged the council to approve
the funding.

See PROJECT, page 3

Children ‘play-thuw' library

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
public library hosted their annu-
al mini golf event on Saturday,
April 20.

This popular event drew
families from around the
Holyoke community to partici-
pate in mini golf as well as out-
door games such as human foos-
ball, cornhole and connect four.

Also available for families
was food from the food truck
Fritura Latina and a free lucky
ticket auction, with prizes donat-
ed by a variety of community
Sponsors.

There were eighteen mini-
golf holes set up around the
library, with the majority spon-
sored by a local business or
organization, such as Enlace de
Familias, One Holyoke and the
Holyoke Fire Department.

“The fire department really
outdid themselves,” Mini-Golf
Event Chair Nancy Kocsmiersky
said. “They gave us so much fire
equipment stuff to just generally
make it a really fun hole.”

When people first entered
the library they were directed to
the community room where they
were able to enter the lucky ticket
auction and receive their equip-
ment for mini-golf.

There was also a practice
hole available for people to try
and get a feel for the sport.

Following this, people
went up to the reference section
of the library where the first
hole was to get started on their

mini-golf game.

This year the event was
available for free to anyone inter-
ested in participating.

“This year we decided to
try making it free by having the
sponsorships completely cover
the event,” Kocsmiersky said.

Remaining funds from spon-
sors not used to fund the mini-
golf event go toward other pro-
grams at the library. The library
is grateful for all sponsors’
assistance. The Holyoke Public
Library Corporation was also
crucial in pulling together this
event.

The library hires a mini-golf
company to come in with the
equipment for the event, includ-
ing the holes, the clubs and the
mini-golf balls.

“All we have to do is deco-
rate the holes,” Kocsmiersky said.

Library employees look for-
ward to this event each year. It is
a day where the library is filled
with families and people enjoy-
ing themselves.

“The sound of the kids
laughing, it is so great for me,”
Kocsmiersky said. “Just having
a lot of kids here laughing and
having fun is the best part.”

Additionally, this event gives
many people a chance to explore
the library, as the mini-golf holes
cover every floor of the building.

“This gives people a chance
to see different sections of the
library that they don’t normally
go to,” Kocsmiersky said. “For
example, reference is normally

See LIBRARY, page 12

Seamus Mahoney, Callie Letourneau and Maisie Mahoney enjoyed the day
of mini-golf at Holyoke Public Library last Saturday. uriey photo by Quinn Suomala

Pioneer Valley Quilt Guild plans next show

This quilt titled “Chronicles” and made by Pioneer Valley Quilt Guild

Member Loretta Forsihe will be raffled off at their quilt show on May 4

and 5.

Submitted photo

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

AGAWAM - The Pioneer
Valley Quilt Guild is hosting
a quilt show from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday, May 4 and
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday,
May 5 at the Elks #61 Lodge
at 440 Tiffany St., Springfield.

At this show there will be
a variety of quilts and quilted
items made by Guild members
available for purchase.

“There will be a few
things on the display that
aren’t quilts, per se, but are
made by the quilting meth-
od,” PVQG Member Elaine
Conway said. “We have an
upholstered chair, a Christmas
tree skirt and even a ghost fig-
urine that goes with a story
about quilts.”

They anticipate that the
display will be roughly 82
items in the main room of
the Elks.

There will also be an 8
foot quilted balloon on display

for all to see. This quilt was
created by Herbert Menzel in
2012.

“He and 30 people made
24 panels, 12 on the top, 12
on the bottom, and it gets set
up at the quilt guild,” Conway
said.

“It’s very unique,”
Co-Chair of the Quilt Show
John Roy said.

In addition to these items,
there will be eight vendors, a
quilt appraiser, raffle baskets
and a food vendor.

“The vendors will pri-
marily be vending quilting
supplies and machines but
there will also be a vendor
from Thirty-One Bags,”
Conway said.

Also, there will be a sec-
tion showing some of the
guild’s community relations
and the donations they have
made, for any interested in
learning more about the guild’s
contribution to the community.

See QUILT, page 6

Wage increase
transfer
approved by
city council

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The City
Council voted 12-1 to approve
a transfer of $60,000 from
mayor-contract negotiations
to various staff in the clerical
union.

This was as a result of the
contract negotiation between
the clerical union and Mayor
Joshua Garcia.

Garcia approved the nego-
tiation, as did the union, and
sent it to the city council.

This negotiation came
about following a study that
looked into the salaries of sim-
ilar positions in nearby commu-
nities. The union then requested
for raises to receive comparable

See WAGE, page 11



» InThe News

HCC celebrates inauguration of new president

HOLYOKE - In opening the inaugu-
ration ceremony of Holyoke Community
College President George Timmons on
Friday, April 19, his pastor, the Rev.
Damone Paul Johnson, offered a parable
about a high rise building with a broken
elevator. There was another elevator in
the building, the attendant told a con-
cerned tenant, a service elevator. That one
is working, the attendant said. It goes to
the top but stops on every floor.

“Dr. Timmons has made it to the
top,” Johnson said, “but he has stopped
on every floor of service, dedication, and
excellence.”

“In the past 78 years, we have
come together as a college community
only four times before to do what we
are gathered to do today,” said Vanessa
Smith, interim chair of the HCC Board of
Trustees. “On average, we have hosted a
presidential inauguration just once every
decade and a half. This is an extraor-
dinary occasion for many reasons, and
because it is so rare, it is truly momen-
tous.”

Smith said it was Timmons’ com-
mitment to student success that stood out
to her during the interview process last
spring (he was hired in April 2023 and
started in July) and called him a natural
connector.

“All of the genuine interactions
in the hallways, out in the communi-
ty, or over a meal in our culinary arts
institute clearly bring him joy,” Smith
said. “His ability to inspire, motivate,
and engage our community is among
the many gifts he brings to Holyoke
Community College. We need only look
around this room to see the evidence of
Dr. Timmons’ ability to connect and form
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President George Timmons embraces Student Senate president Alicia Beaton after she placed
the HCC presidential medallion around his neck as student-trustee Barney Garcia (green bow
tie) and Vanessa Smith, interim chair of the HCC Board of Trustees look on. Submitted Photo
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@ Two 16” Grinders with
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strong and lasting relationships.”

Indeed, many in attendance wore
bright green bow ties and socks in recog-
nition of Timmons’ preferred dress style.

Student-trustee Barney Garcia talked
how he had started off at HCC battered,
lost, and depressed, someone who always
wore a mask, and was too afraid to be
himself.

“It wasn’t until I met Dr. Timmons,
someone who is unapologetically him-
self, that I felt empowered to break that
barrier and be unapologetically myself,”
Garcia said.

Garcia said he and the president
bonded over the fact that both were raised
by grandparents, and that he had found in
Timmons an awesome bonus dad.

In his own remarks, Timmons, talk-
ed a lot about how he once was and

You
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thanked all those people in his life who
made it possible for him to be where
he is today: academic leaders, coaches,
and colleagues, his brothers from Kappa
Alpha Psi, his fraternity at Norfolk State
University, the historically Black college
in Virginia where he earned his bach-
elor’s degree; his parents, in-laws, and
extended family; his brother, Tyrell; his
wife, Frankie, and, last but not least, his
grandmother, Ruby, now 91, who “raised
me to be the man I am today.”

“Ruby taught me the value of edu-
cation, which, she always said, will help
you find your way, and, once earned, can
never be taken away.” Timmons said.

Before coming to HCC, Timmons
served as the provost and vice president
of Academic Affairs and Student Affairs
at Columbia-Greene Community College

in Hudson, N.Y. He holds a Ph.D. in
higher education administration from
Bowling Green State University, a mas-
ter’s degree in higher education from Old
Dominion University, and a bachelor’s
degree in financial management from
Norfolk State University.

From the moment Timmons was
introduced to HCC, he said, he knew it
was the right place for him.

“Among the things that inspire me
about Holyoke Community College is
our commitment to living our values
of innovation, collaboration, kindness,
inclusion, and trust,” he said. “Do you
know what these values have in com-
mon? Each word suggests the need for
others, for unity and togetherness. None
can be accomplished alone.” Timmons
said.

As an undergraduate himself,
Timmons said, he learned first hand the
impact a college president can have on
the life of a student. When he ran out
of financial aid during his final year at
Norfolk State, President Harrison B.
Wilson tapped into a discretionary fund
so he could complete his bachelor’s
degree.

“I was able to finish what I started,”
Timmons said. “And that was just the
beginning.”

“In the end,” Timmons said in con-
clusion, “when a single student finds
their calling, discovers a talent, turns
their life around, hones a skill, or finds
the courage to speak up, the world is a
better place. Potential becomes reality.
We all benefit. That is the work we are
doing at Holyoke Community College,
and I can’t think of a better way to spend
alife.”

HPL hosts concert

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Public
Library is hosting a concert on
Wednesday, May 1, at 3 p.m. The
Fanfare Brass Ensemble in the library
park at the Maple Street stairs. Please
bring a chair or blanket to sit outside.
If there is inclement weather the perfor-
mance will be held in the library com-
munity room.

COLLEGE NOTES

Simmons Univ.
names dean’s list

BOSTON - Alexa Abild of
Holyoke was named to the 2023 fall
semester dean’s list at Simmons
University in Boston.
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Tree-planting
at Wistariahurst
for Arbor Day

HOLYOKE - Mayor Joshua A.
Garcia and Holyoke Conservation
and Sustainability Director
Yoni Glogower will participate
in an observance of Arbor Day at
Wistariahurst on Friday, April 26, at
1 p.m.

Sarah Greenleaf of the
Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation,
accompanied by a crew, will plant a
tree on the grounds of Wistariahurst
and Mayor Garcia will read an Arbor
Day proclamation.

Located at 238 Cabot St.,
Wistariahurst is Holyoke’s historic

1T 3 '.‘..: "‘.i_ 2

Rvailable g AM -3 PM RAIN DATE: MAY 18TH
250 STATE STREET, GRANBY

Massachusetts Crafting Vendors Showcasing Jewelry - Handcrafted Wood Designs
Pottery - Authors - Quilts - Honey Products & more
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ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE RESTORATION OF KELLOGG HALL

house museum.
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In The News ¢

Walkers needed for upcoming Jimmy Fund walk in Boston

BOSTON - Registration is now
open for the 2024 Boston Marathon
Jimmy Fund Walk presented by Hyundai.
Scheduled for Sunday, October 6, funds
raised from the Jimmy Fund Walk support
all forms of adult and pediatric patient care
and cancer research at the nation’s pre-
mier cancer center, Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute. Due to ongoing construction in
Copley Square, the Jimmy Fund Walk
Finish Line location has been moved to the
Boston Common for 2024.

The Jimmy Fund Walk is the only
organized walk permitted on the famed
Boston Marathon course, and participants
have the flexibility to choose from four dis-
tance options: SK Walk (from Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute’s Longwood Medical
Campus); 10K Walk (from Newton); Half
Marathon Walk (from Wellesley); and

Marathon Walk (from Hopkinton).

Whatever route walkers choose,
participants will be treated to refueling
stations with refreshments throughout
the course. Poster-sized photographs of
patients, Jimmy Fund Walk Heroes, are
displayed along the course as inspiration.
Walkers can partic-
ipate virtually, as
well.

All routes
will conclude at
the Jimmy Fund
Walk Finish Line Powered by Schneider
Electric at Boston Common, by the corner
of Charles and Beacon Street. The finish
line will include a celebration with food,
entertainment, and more. Public transporta-
tion is encouraged.

The Jimmy Fund Walk has raised

O Jimmy Fund

more than $176 million for Dana-Farber in
its 35-year history, raising a record-break-
ing $9.4 million in 2023. Funds raised
from the Jimmy Fund Walk support all
forms of adult and pediatric patient care
and cancer research at the nation’s pre-
mier cancer center, Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute. The
Boston Athletic
Association has
supported the
Jimmy Fund Walk
since 1989, and
Hyundai has been the presenting sponsor
for more than 20 years.

Register as an individual walker, team
member, or start a team. Take advantage of
this unique opportunity and lead a group of
family, friends, or colleagues to the finish
line. The Jimmy Fund can help you start

a team, grow your fundraising, and defy
cancer, together.

Volunteers are needed to cheer on par-
ticipants, serve snacks, distribute T-shirts,
and more, at the four start locations, along
the course, and at the 2024 Jimmy Fund
Walk Finish Line Powered by Schneider
Electric, located in the Boston Common.
The Jimmy Fund Walk would not be possi-
ble without the hundreds of dedicated vol-
unteers who donate their time, talent, and
energy. Register to volunteer today.

To register for the Walk
(#JimmyFundWalk) or to support a walk-
er, visit www.JimmyFundWalk.org or call
(866) 531-9255. Registrants can enter the
promo code NEWS for $5 off the reg-
istration fee. All registered walkers will
receive a bib, medal, and a Jimmy Fund
Walk T-shirt.

PROJEC]; from page 1

“If this council decides to support this
development moving forward then, effec-
tively, we are saying that we are seeing
the housing need and we are willing to
respond to it,” Magrath-Smith said.

Additionally, Councilor Kocayne
Givner felt funding this project would
show the council’s support for providing
affordable housing for the community.

“There is something to be said about
having Holyoke’s stamp on various proj-
ects,” Givner said. “Even if it is just a
drop in the bucket for what they need for
a project, it allows us as an organization to
put our stamp on a project. So essentially
we become one of the funders of this 88
housing unit senior project, which I think
speaks volumes for the city.”

Councilors opposed to approving
funding for this project were concerned
that this funding would just turn into more
money in the pockets of a big company.

“Our stamp on the project will lit-
erally be stamps on the envelopes of the
dividend checks that are being sent out
to WinnDevelopment shareholders,”
Councilor Kevin Jourdain said. “You will
have your stamp on the project, it’s going
to be mailing very wealthy people more
money.”

Those opposed to funding this

also felt that the $200,000 from the city
couldn’t possibly make a difference in
such a large project.

“It’s a $55-60 million project, they’re
looking for $200,000 from us,” Councilor
Michael Sullivan said. “They claim in
their presentation that if they don’t get this
$200,000 they’ll have to cut back on some
of the amenities for the units. $200,000 in
a $55-60 million project represents four
tenths of one penny of the entire budget of
this project.”

Sullivan and others argued that this
$200,000 was not worth it if it was only
going to add some small amenities to the
house. They preferred to save the funding
for future projects.

Other councilors disagreed, they felt
that funding this project was an investment
in the community.

“I think that for me there’s a piece
where we’re trying to grow our city and
we’re trying to do positive things, it
doesn’t hurt to support,” Councilor Israel
Rivera said. “We don’t have much of this
type of housing.”

These councilors felt amenities could
add a lot to a building, and could be the
difference between people staying in
Holyoke versus going somewhere else.

“That’ll be the difference between a
nicer apartment and nicer amenities for the
people that are going to live there...it will

make it something respectable,” Rivera
said. “I think quality of life matters and
sometimes it doesn’t hurt to give a little
extra for that.”

Magrath-Smith understood the
opposed councilors’ concerns, but pointed
out that the Appleton Mills project is com-
parable cost wise to the Library Commons
Two project, and the council approved a
similar level of funding for that project.

“It is insanely expensive to cre-
ate housing out of old stock, and that’s
what we have,” Magrath-Smith said. “So I
understand that sometimes you’re looking
at the cost thinking, ‘this is so expensive
this is ridiculous,” but these projects are
actually very comparable.”

Both of these projects are of substan-
tial expense due to their size and nature.
However, both will provide Holyoke with
much needed affordable housing.

Moreover, councilors in opposition
of this project felt that it was best to not
approve this project and instead save the
funding for potential future proposals.

“Saying yes to that means you are
also saying no to rehabbing small projects
in town that have much tighter go and no
go, rehabbing two family homes, rehab-
bing three family homes in this town,”
Jourdain said.

Other councilors pointed out that
there had not been submissions to the
CPA of that nature, and that they cannot
approve a project that does not apply to
begin with.

In the end, the council voted 7-6 to
approve the funding for this project, with
Councilors Jenny Rivera, Juan Anderson
Burgos, Patti Divine, Givner, Magrath-
Smith, Tessa Murphy-Romboletti and
Israel Rivera voting in favor.
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CLUES ACROSS 41. Slang for sergeant
1. Excessively theatrical 42. Canadian flyers
actors 43. Actress Ryan
5. Footwear 44, Highly unpleasant
10. A way to disfigure vapor
14. Exchange rate 45, Body part
15. Hawaiian wreaths 46. Halfway
16. North-central Indian ~ 47. Cool!
city 48. Consume
17. Bungle 49. Salts
18. Extremely angry 52. Upper bract of a
19. A short note of floret of grass

what's owed 55. Housepet
20. Criminal organization  56. Cavalry-sword
22. Mimic 60. Symbol of a nation

23.Try to grab
24.U.S.-born individuals
27. Some are covert

61. Frocks
63. Used to carry food
64. Portuguese folk

30. Order of the British song

Empire 65. Sharp mountain
31. Don’t know when yet ridge
32. Payment (abbr.) 66. Ireland

35. Winged angelic being
37. Variety of Chinese 68. Greek mythological
38. A way to be anxious sorceress

39. Famed wrestler Hulk ~ 69. Fluid suspensions
40. Partner to cheese

67. Where golfers begin

CLUES DOWN 33. Hot fluid below the
1. “Mad Men” leading earth’s surface
man 34. Partner to trick
2. Water (Spanish) 36. British Air Aces
3. Annoy 37. Ammunition

4. Bulgarian capital
5. Japanese title

38. Supervises flying
40. Health care for the

6. Capital of Zimbabwe aged
7. Giraffe 41, Flanks
8. A mixture of 43. Millimeters
substances 44. Where wrestlers
9. Midway between perform
south and southeast  46. Not around
10. Staffs 47. Flightless bird

11. Turkish title
12. Type of acid
13. Thin, flat strip of wood

49. Bell-shaped flowers
of the lily family
50. Expressed concern for

21. Russian river 51. Satisfies

23. Ribonucleic acid 52. Flew offl

25, Partner to flow 53. Wings

26. Airborne (abbr.) 54. Load a ship

21. Earthy pigment 57.Vigor

28. Genus of earless 58. British title
seals 59. Whiskeys

29. “Key to the Highway”  61. __ Adams: founding
bluesman father

32. By orin itself 62. Body of water

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9
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Do it now, while the
forsythia is blooming

t’s funny how nature is sometimes used
Ias a cue to do this or do that. The term is

phenology. When I was first learning about
perennials all those years ago at UMass,
remember my instructor saying it was safe to
remove winter protection “when the forsythia
is blooming.”

It is also safe to prune roses and butterfly
bush “when the forsythia is blooming.” And
it’s time to sow your peas and plant grass
seed, too.

Kinda cool, isn’t it, that nature can dic-
tate when it is safe or indeed the best time to
accomplish things in the garden?

The forsythia is blooming nicely in my
front yard, and I did head out over the week-
end to tackle some of the above. My pink
“Fairy” rose bush was in dire need of clean up.

There was a wee bit of winter kill
that I trimmed back to the next nice node.
Shockingly there were still some spent flow-
er clusters left from last year; those were
removed as well.

Long arching branches were reigned in
— it’s not good for roses to be all over the
ground where they are more susceptible to
fungal issues. Likewise, canes that were
crossing each other or branching out at weird
angles were remedied too.

I applied a sprinkling of granular organic
fertilizer at the base of the plant to support all
of the beautiful blooms I’'m expecting to have.

My 2-year-old Butterfly Bush (Buddleia)
barely suffered any winter kill at all in con-
trast to last year when it died back all the way
to the ground! I'm excited because that means
it has a couple of feet head start and earlier
blooms to boot!

I had to remove only a couple of inches of
dead tips. I applied a balanced fertilizer here
too in hopes of many beautiful purple flowers.

Other sections of my perennial beds met
with different jobs to be done. Gayfeather
(Liatris spicata) always looks unkept until new
growth ensues.

I try to cut the old stems down a bit fur-
ther and rake my hands through the dead,
grass-like foliage, clipping away what doesn’t
come free easily. If you look within the plant
you’ll notice whitish tips of new growth. It
won’t be long!

I find a lot of satisfaction from cultivating
the perennial garden, but it’s almost too early
to do that. Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tubero-
sa) is still weeks away from popping up.

If I haphazardly scratch around in the
garden it could be at the plant’s expense or at
the expense of any self-sown seedlings that
germinated. Purple Coneflower (Echinacea
purpurea) is always a good self-sower, but
it’s up to you to decide if these tiny plants are
worthy of keeping or weeding out.

Same goes for Ballon Flower
(Platycodon).

See GARDEN, page ?7?

AN\ WORKING
IN THE YARD AND
BECOMING ONE
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Older husbhand, working wife seek guidance

SOCIAL SECURITY

|l

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty

I am 74 years old, retired and receiving
Social Security.

My wife will be 65 in January of 2025.
Our hope was to start paying off some credit
card expense by her receiving SS when she
turns 65, however it appears there would be a
substantial reduction to her benefits. Her work
income is $37,500 a year and she wasn’t plan-
ning on retiring from work at age 65. Because
I am 11 years older, we felt it makes sense to

use her Social Security as a means to lower
our debt. We have $27,000 in credit card debt

and I don’t really want to use my 401(k) funds

due to taxes. We pretty much live on my Social

Security and pension.
Signed: Seeking Suggestions

Dear Seeking

Your wife’s Full Retirement Age for
Social Security purposes is age 67. Because
she will not yet have reached her FRA in
January 2025, when she is 65, if she claims SS
to start at that time, not only will her monthly
amount be reduced, but she will be subject to
Social Security’s annual earnings test.

The earnings test sets a limit for how
much can be earned by beneficiaries, who
claim SS before FRA.

The earnings limit for 2024 is $22,320.
The limit for next year is not yet published (it’s
based on changes to the national wage index),
but will be a bit higher likely about $23,500.

Thus, I can’t provide the exact impact, but

if your wife’s 2025 earnings exceed next year’s
limit, Social Security will take back $1 in ben-
efits for every $2 over the limit (half of the
amount over the limit). So, if your wife earns

$37,500 per year, that will likely be about

$14,000 over the limit and Social Security will
take back half of that $7,000.

They “take back” by withholding future
benefits or you can repay them in a lump
sum. So, you will have a choice repay Social
Security from your other assets, or they will
withhold your wife’s SS benefits for the num-

ber of months needed to offset her penalty for

exceeding the earnings limit.

The number of months they will withhold
depends on how much is owed and what your
wife’s monthly SS benefit is. For example, if
your wife’s age-65 SS benefit is about average
($1,900) and her penalty for exceeding the
limit is $7,000, Social Security would with-
hold your wife’s benefit for four months to
recover the penalty, but she would receive her
full benefit for the remaining eight months of
the year.

Unless your wife tells them in advance
that she will exceed the limit, Social Security
will find out the following year after you file
your income taxes. But, in any case, your wife
cannot avoid the annual earnings test for work-
ing before reaching her Full Retirement Age.

The earnings test goes away when your
wife reaches her FRA of 67. Until that time, if
she continues working she will have a choice
to have her benefits withheld for a portion of
the year or simply repay Social Security in a
lump sum in which case her benefits would
continue uninterrupted.

FYI, there is a silver lining in this,
because if your wife has benefits withheld
because she exceeds the earnings limit before
her FRA, after she reaches her full retirement
age Social Security will give her time cred-
it for the months when benefits were with-
held, which will result in her monthly Social
Security payment amount increasing some-
what at her full retirement age. Thus, over
time, your wife may recover the benefits
which were withheld for exceeding the annual
earnings limit. But to get 100% of the benefit
she’s earned from a lifetime of working and be
exempt from Social Security’s earnings limit,
she would need to wait until she reaches her
FRA to claim.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other governmental
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the National Social Security
Association To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security
advisor for AMAC.

Election letters to the editor welcome

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to The Holyoke Sun, care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
thesun@turley.com. Please include a daytime
telephone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that
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Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be
printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be print-
ed in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council
during the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer voters guide.
In order to ensure fairness to all candidates,
no political press releases will be printed, nor
will reporters cover political rallies or fund-
raisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in The Holyoke Sun.
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Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writ-
ers to include their name,
address and phone num-
ber in order for our office
to authenticate author-
ship prior to publication.
Addresses and phone
numbers are not pub-
lished.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous,
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or
defamation of character
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed
letters can be sent to The
Sun, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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By Ellenor Downer

Blandford resident saw a male
Anorthern flicker during the April

4 snowstorm among other birds at
her snowbound feeding station.

I saw a male northern flicker before
the snow storm last week near the Barre
line. The day after the snow, I saw one
by the edge of the road at the ball-field in
the center of Oakham, the only bare spot.

The northern flicker is about
13 inches long. Distinguishing marks
include a black bid or necklace under
its throat, black spots on its breast, gray
head and long beak. The male has has a
black line at the base of its bill, which
the female lacks. Both have a red patch
on the neck and a white rump, clearly
visible in flight.

The flicker is the only ground feed-
ing woodpecker. Ants make up almost
half of its diet. It also catches insects in
the air and eats fruit, berries and seeds.
It will come to feeders like the one in
Blandford.

Flickers are cavity nesters and exca-
vate a hole in a tree, fence post or cactus.
They will use a nest box. The female lays
seven to nine white eggs. They make a
loud “kekekekeke” for territorial display
and a “woikawoikawoka” during court-
ship. They also do muffled volleys of
drumming.

Flocks of robins
The Blandford resident also had a

Northern flicker

flock of about 25 robins in her yard. She
said they departed before she could shov-
el clear strip of grass for them and put
out mealworms. I saw many robins along
the side of the after last Thursdays snow-
storm and the day after as there was no
other area clear of snow.

Pileated woodpecker holes

I received a photo from a Charlton
resident showing a tree with numerous
holes made by a pileated woodpecker. It
was impressive.

I usually hear the pileated wood-
pecker more than I see them. Recently, I
heard one and looked for it in the area of
its hammering. I saw this one and it kept
up its excavating as I watched it.

More snowstorm bird

A Brimfield resident, who sends me
frequent bird sightings, said, “During the
snow storm last week in addition to the
usual suspects we had a field sparrow,
a Carolina wren and about 36 goldfinch
visit the yard. Some of the male gold-
finch were beginning to show some yel-
low plumage.”

Black vulture

Black vultures
The Brimfield resident said his wife
saw two black vultures in the center of
Brimfield feeding on a dead opossum.
He said, “They are showing up in west-
ern Massachusetts more often recently.”

Turkey vultures

A favorite roost for turkey vultures
is near the transfer station in Barre on
Depot Road. I saw several vultures cir-
cling over the area, several perched on
lamp posts and a shed at the transfer sta-
tion. One on the lamp post had its wings
spread out. It was quite a sight to see.

I saw a turkey vulture spreading
its wings like that several years ago on
one of the high tension line poles in
Oakham. It almost looked like it flew
into the post.

Ospreys and herons
This Brimfield resident makes reg-
ular trips to several ponds. He said in
his most recent email, “In Warren at the
pond on South Street the osprey pair that
have nested there the past three years

Osprey

have returned. Last year there were three
great blue heron nests there that pro-
duced young. This year only one pair
of herons has returned so far. At my last
visit it looked like a heron was incubat-
ing eggs or maybe just sitting down?”

He also said, “At the great blue
heron rookery at Conant Brook Dam
in Monson there are four nest this year.
On a visit last week the four nests had
birds incubating eggs. There were six
nest here last year but one of the trees
with a nest looked like it was in danger
of falling over, guess it did. And another
nest has disappeared.” He said there is
an osprey pair at the playing fields in
Wilbraham by the YMCA/Spec Pond.
He saw one of osprey bring sticks to the
nest and at another visit one was sitting
on the nest.

People may report a bird sighting
or bird related experience by calling
me at 413-967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O.
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Bride’s Name:

Announce Your

Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

Your wedding or engagement
announcement will be included in our
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

%1

GUIDE

Bride’s Town Residence:

Groom’s Name:

Groom’s Town Residence:

Wedding Date:

Wedding Location:

BRIDAL GUIDE

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM

800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

Be sure to include
a high resolution, clear
photograph for printing.

are the law!

assistance animal?

Accommodations for
service or assistance animals

Although landlords can have a “no pets” policy,

fair housing laws require landlords to make reasonable
accommodations to allow disabled tenants to have
service animals or assistance animals (also called
emotional support animals) when needed because

of a disability. Has a landlord refused to allow, or
charged additional fees because of, your needed

Contact the Massachusetts Fair Housing Center today!

® 413-539-9796

Q info@massfairhousing.org

m a service

~

~

MASSACHUSETTS
FAIR HOUSING CENTER

I’'m an assistance
animal.

The work that provided the basis for this publication was supported by funding under a grant
with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The substance and findings
of the work are dedicated to the public. The author and publisher are solely responsible for
the accuracy of the statements and interpretations contained in this publication.
Such interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views of the Federal Government.
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» InThe News

City to lead ‘Day of Prayer’ on May 2

HOLYOKE - Mayor Joshua A.
Garcia and Holyoke faith leaders
invite the press and public to attend the
National Day of Prayer on Thursday,
May 2, at noon outside City Hall.

The mayor will be joined by faith
leaders and congregations as well as
city officials.

The National Day of Prayer
began in 1775, when the Continental
Congress designated a time for prayer
in forming a new nation. In 1863,

President Abraham Lincoln called for
such a day. In 1952, Congress estab-
lished the National Day of Prayer as
an annual event. That initiative was
signed into law by President Truman.
The National Day of Prayer was estab-
lished as the first Thursday of May
each year.

Members of the clergy will offer
prayers addressing a range of subjects,
including women, youth, education,
the workplace, and the media.

Museum hosts Mother’s Day plant sale

HOLYOKE - Wistariahurst
Mother’s Day plant sale is on May 11,
10 a.m. to 12 noon

Planning on gifting the moth-
erly figure in your life flowers for
Mother’s Day? Support a local gar-
den by purchasing your blossoms from
Wistariahurst Museum. The plants
are perfectly adapted to the unique
climate and soil, making them ideal
for a New England garden. With a
variety of flora, including roses, day-
lilies, American wisteria, and kousa
dogwood trees, there’s something for
everyone. A
purchase
also

supports the maintenance of the histor-
ical museum and gardens.

“This is such a great gift for your
mom or your garden that helps support
our community space and we hope to
see you there,” raves Megan Seiler,
Wistariahurst’s Museum director.

Celebrate Mother’s Day by
bringing mom or motherly figure to
Wistariahurst Museum during our
Mother’s Day Plant Sale. Take a stroll
through the enchanted garden and find
the perfect gift to spruce up mom’s
garden. Show mom some floral love
by snagging her a selection of plants
from our site. Don’t miss this chance
to shower your awesome mom with
blooming affection.

There are some plants that can

be pre-purchase online here:
https://wistariahurstgiftshop.
square.site/.

Friday,
April 26

Terry
Brennan

Friday,
May 3

Paul
Pender

413-543-0791 -

onovan's

[rish Pub

Live Musie, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

H#1 Jrish Pub!

2" Saturday,
el April 27
;' Boston’s
Erin Og
Saturday,
May 4
Dee
Reilly

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke

donovanspub.com
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There will also be handmade
non-quilt items for sale at the PVQG
Boutique.

Additionally, PVQG Member
Loretta Forsihe has volunteered her quilt
“Chronicles”, which won Best in Show at
the Big E in 2022, to be raffled off during
the show.

This quilt was inspired by a quilt
made hundreds of years ago by women
taken from Africa to be enslaved in
Australia.

“On the way over [to Australia] they
gave them needles and fabric and these
women sat and sewed a quilt in this pat-
tern,” Co-Chair of the Quilt Show Janet
Foy said. “This quilt is the pattern of that
original quilt.”

The original quilt is hanging in the
Australia Quilting Museum, according to
Foy.

Admission for the show is $10 and
proceeds go toward the guild. The admis-
sion is good for both days of the show.

“The money we raise from the quilt
show goes to community service proj-

ects, we make blankets for A-Okay for
Families, we make cardiac and cancer
pillows for people to use to support them-
selves,” Foy said. “A lot of what we make
is donated.”

Those in attendance of the show are
also welcome to get more information
about the guild and to sign up to join.

The guild meets at the Elks at 6:30
p-m. on the first Wednesday of every
month.

“Anyone is welcome to come,” Foy
said.

While the guild does not offer quilt-
ing lessons, there are members located in
many nearby towns who would be willing
to give new quilters some advice.

“It’s not a sewing class but if you
went in there and said, ‘I’d like to learn to
quilt and I live in Springfield,” Elaine lives
in Springfield, she might ask you to come
over and she’ll help you,” Foy said.

The guild will also invite in speakers
who teach them new quilting skills.

Currently, PVQG has 60 members
and they look forward to hopefully see-
ing those numbers increase following the
upcoming show.

The Pioneer Valley Quilt Guild will have a variety of quilts made by their members available for

purchase at their quilt show on May 4 and 5.

Submitted photo
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Lavender (Lavandula) is sometimes
slow to wake up too, but this year the
plants already look “alive.” Many times,
you have to search within the plant for
signs of fresh silver-green growth, then
cut back to that point.

This year, like we saw with the
Butterly Bush, there seems to be very lit-
tle winter kill. I'm going to leave be for
now and not prune anything yet.

I planted Hollyhocks (Alcea rosea)
near my lamp post last spring and they
grew great all summer. I thought it would
be neat to have 6-7-foot spires of papery
pastel blooms reaching for the sky, remi-
niscent of the Polish hollyhocks my mom
had by the porch when I was a teenager.

Admittedly they don’t look all that

fabulous right at the moment. Hollyhocks
like it rich, so I fertilized and will also
provide some compost to further enhance
their growth, and maybe just maybe I
will re-live the Hollyhocks of my youth
come July.

All in all, T feel pretty good at how
the perennial gardens faired through the
winter. Next week I have to get those
peas in — at least before the forsythia
stops blooming!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at
the University of Massachusetts. For 31
years she has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

Visit us at

WWW.

turiey

.com
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Matgo Services Co.

Custom Mowing & Landscape Maintenance Services
Landscape Plantings * Bark Mulch ¢ Shrub Trimming

1. 413-537-7156 © MatgoServices.com
~1 MatgoServices@gmail.com

We Mow Lawns For Fair and Reasonable Rates &
We Offer Senior Citizens Discounts

- &

I

CuT
FREE 58%8

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS $1 99
b

CHIGKEN BREAST 10 5 846 e

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ROASTER CHICKEN..ocnnne DD

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP.

HEIDELBEER
BLUEBERRY CREAM SQUARE.. 39933

sgas

SALE DATES: 4/25/24-5/1/24 BUY DIRECT FOR = SAINGS « SELECTION « SERVCE

USDA INSP. 1QF FROZEN
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We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

o Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

USDA INSP. COOKED SHRIMP » First-Rate Used Auto Parts
GROUND FRESH DALY 91/95 COUNT 1 s e S99 | |- Top-Grade Auto Body Parts Money on
0, LT ea
90 A) DIET LEAN FETY el 90 Avocado St. « Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All
GROUND BEEF ' S dsadded  Springfield “Serving all of Western Mass.” Vehicles
518 HOURS: Mon - Wed. 5- 413-737-1288
S99 g VS s, | | wsomentoom| | centerstreetautoparts.com

651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778
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., Struggles continue for
Holyoke baseball

HOLYOKE - Last
Friday afternoon, Holyoke
baseball lost to Agawam
14-5. The Knights have yet
to win a game this sea-
son in seven tries. The

sports@turley.com
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Palmer wins wild
marathon with Holyoke

PALMER - The Palmer High
School softball played an unusually
wild offensive game with Holyoke
last Tuesday afternoon.

The only inning where runs
were not scored was the top of the
fifth as Palmer eventually won by

fourth and fifth innings, the
Panthers were finally able
to put the game out of reach.
The Panthers took 27
walks and had 20 hits. Hannah
Roy went 5-for-7 with six RBI.
Holyoke’s Janiya Lagoy went

the 12-run mercy rule 38-26 after
six innings. Palmer scored 18 runs
in just the first two innings, but
Holyoke kept it close with 14 runs
in the first two frames. After limit-
ing Holyoke to just two runs in the

Marialis Camacho sends a throw
across the diamond.

5-for-6 with two RBI.

Pardo did go the distance
for Palmer, striking out
four in six innings.

Alanna Bonilla pitches in

relief for the Knights.
Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Holyoke had 28 hits and
five walks in the game. Jayda

A

Sabrina Grondin swings and connects on a hit.

Knights offense was
able to get a bit of pro-
duction in the match-
up, with Justin Rivera,
Alexander Robles and
Jovaughn Rivera all
getting two hits each.
Jovaughn Rivera drove in
two runs for Holyoke.

Holyoke looks for its
first win ion Monday
at Easthampton at
5:15 p.m.

Justin Rivera
pitches for
the Knights.

Theo Marion slides into second safely.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Knights boys varisty volleyball outlasted by Indians in 3-2 loss

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE - Just when it
looked like the Holyoke boys
varsity volleyball team wouldn’t
have very much trouble sweep-
ing Ware for the fifth time since
2021, the Indians came storming
back.

After losing the first two

sets -27-25, 25-19- the Indians
took the final three sets—25-21,
25-17, 16-14—giving them a
3-2 come-from-behind victory at
Paul Orszulak Gymnasium, last
Tuesday night.

“We’ve never defeated
Holyoke since I've been a mem-
ber of the Ware boys’ volleyball
team,” said Ware senior captain
Remy Cahalan, who’s a five

year varsity player. “It just feels
amazing to finally beat these
guys, especially at home. It was
great team effort tonight, and it’s
areverse sweep.”

The non-league home win
improved the Indians overall
record to 5-3.

The Purple Knights, who
had won five straight matches
since losing to Gramby in the

season opener, had a 5-2 mark.

“This is a frustrating loss for
us because we held a 2-0 lead in
the match,” said Holyoke assis-
tant varsity coach Josh Abrams.
“We just made a couple of costly
mistakes. I wish we could play
them again during the regular
season.”

Longtime Holyoke varsi-
ty coach Paula Conway didn’t

make the trip to Ware High
School.

“I hope coach Conway
is doing well,” said Ware head
coach Steve Jarvis. “She’s been
coaching volleyball for a very
long time. I have friends who
played volleyball for her back in
the 1970’s.”

During the offseason,

See VOLLEYBALL, page 8
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> Sports

Gaudette wins Willie Marshall Award

SPRINGFIELD — The American Hockey League
announced today that Springfield Thunderbirds forward
Adam Gaudette is the 2023-24 recipient of the Willie
Marshall Award, given to the league’s leading goal
scorer.

Gaudette scored a league-best 44 goals in 67
games for the Thunderbirds, surpassing his previ-
ous career high of 27 goals set last season and tied
for the fourth-most by a Springfield skater in 80
seasons of AHL hockey in the city. He becomes the
first Thunderbirds skater ever to claim the award and
the first Springfield AHL skater to lead the league
in goal-scoring since Michel Picard of the 1990-91
Springfield Indians.

Gaudette added 27 assists to finish third in the AHL
scoring race with 71 points and was voted to the AHL’s
First All-Star Team this season, marking the first time a
Thunderbirds player earned such recognition. The sixth-

year pro from Braintree, Mass., has 77 goals and 57
assists in 138 AHL games, along with 27 goals and 43
assists in 220 career games in the NHL. Gaudette was
originally a fifth-round pick by Vancouver in the 2015
NHL Draft and joined the St. Louis Blues organization
via trade from Toronto on Feb. 17, 2023.

The AHL’s goal-scoring award was established
in 2004 to honor Willie Marshall, the AHL’s all-time
leader in goals, assists, points, and games played; past
winners include Mike Cammalleri (2005), Alexandre
Giroux (2009, *10), Tyler Johnson (2013), Frank
Vatrano (2016), Carter Verhaeghe (2019) and Stefan
Noesen (2022). Other previous yearly goal-scoring
leaders include Bryan Hextall (1937), Lou Trudel
(1942, °45), Fred Glover (1951), Dunc Fisher (1958),
Jimmy Anderson (1961, *64), Yvon Lambert (1973),
Gordie Clark (1980), Paul Gardner (1985, *86), Jody
Gage (1988) and Brad Smyth (1996, 2001).

USA Basketball holding 3v3 competitions

SPRINGFIELD - USA Basketball announced
today that it will host two FIBA 3x3 pro circuit
competitions in Springfield, beginning with a Quest
(April 22-23), which is a FIBA 3x3 Men’s World Tour
Qualifier, and followed by the FIBA 3x3 Springfield
Women’s Series (April 23-24). Both events will be
held at the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame and
admission is free with the purchase of a Hall of Fame
museum ticket.

The Quest will feature up to 12 teams with, at
minimum, one team bid on the line into the FIBA
3x3 World Tour Edmonton Masters (July 6-7). The
event will be the first FIBA 3x3 competition hosted by
USA Basketball since the 2023 FIBA 3x3 Colorado
Challenger.

The Springfield Women’s Series, the opening
event on the 2024 FIBA 3x3 Women’s Series, will
include eight teams in the field with the top finishers
improving their allocation opportunities for future
stops along the way to the Women’s Series Final. The

Springfield Women’s Series marks the first FIBA 3x3
Women’s Series event hosted in the United States
since the Series’ inception in 2019.

The Springfield Women’s Series will be streamed
live at YouTube.com/FIBA3x3.

Participating teams had several pathways into the
FIBA 3x3 Men’s World Tour Quest and FIBA 3x3
Springfield Women’s Series, including automatic allo-
cation, wildcard berth from the host or qualification
from a previous FIBA 3x3 event. The field for both
competitions will include professional 3x3 teams from
the United States and around the world.

Different than 5-on-5, 3x3 is played on a half-
court with a 10-minute game clock and 12-second
shot clock. Play is continuous, as teams “clear” the
ball behind the 2-point line following a made basket,
defensive rebound or steal. The first team to score 21
points via 1-point field goals or 2-pointers behind the
arc is victorious; or if time expires then the team lead-
ing wins.

Registration now open to take part in Bay State Games

WOBURN - Registration for the 42nd annual
Bay State Summer Games is now open. The 2024
Summer Games will include thirty sports with com-
petitions from May 11 — July 27 at venues throughout
eastern and central Massachusetts including Game
On in Fitchburg, Boston Sports Institute in Wellesley,
Union Point Sports Complex in Weymouth, and North
Star Ice Sports in Westborough. Bay State Games
participants range in age from 5 to over age 75 and

represent more than 300 Massachusetts communities
as well as surrounding New England States in some
sports. From grassroots participants to accomplished
amateur athletes, the Bay State Games provide oppor-
tunities for the athlete in all of us.

Seven high school showcase sports will take place
for a variety of sports, including baseball, basketball,
field hockey, ice hockey, soccer, softball, and volley-

See GAMES, page 9

(%dz/ a%y?}/b the
Wilbraham & Monson Academy |
MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL

-PREVIEW

NIGHT

Tuesday, April 30
6-7 p.m.

Learn more about our programs and

community. Meet faculty and students.

For families interested in Grades 6-12, PG.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PREVIEW
Middle School building

UPPER SCHOOL PREVIEW
Mattern Science Center

RSVP: wma us/preview
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Spots still open in Quabbin
Valley Baseball League

Rosters spots are dwindling, but there are still
some spots available as the Quabbin Valley Over-28
Baseball League prepares for its season opener on
Sunday, April 28 featuring three games.

Registration for the 2024 season is now open and
any interested players can go to www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org to get registered, or to seek more infor-
mation or make inquiries about the league. The league
website will also be updated over the next month with
information about the upcoming season.

The league plays most Sunday from late April
through late August with playoffs following that. The
league plays a 15-game schedule and typically fields
six teams each year. Games are usually played at 10
a.m. with fields in Easthampton and South Hadley
used as well some expansion to the surrounding area
this season. The league does not play on Mother’s Day
or Memorial Day weekends.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all-abilities
league and all are welcome to join. Eligibility is play-
ers who are age 28 and over. You must be 30 to be eli-
gible to pitch in the league. Your age for eligibility is
whatever age you will turn in 2024. The league is also
able to entertaining taking in an entire group as a team
to add to the league. Please email the league board for
to inquire about entering a team.

VOLLE YBALL, from page 7

Cahalan was teammates on a club volleyball team
with Holyoke senior captains Jeduar Colon and Adrain
Centeno-Feliciano.

Cahalan finished the home match with a game-high
18 kills and 22 digs.

“It’s always a great feeling whenever you make a
kill,” he said. “It’s one of my favorite things to do during
a match. I just want to help my team win anyway that |
can.”

Ware senior captain Josh Mulligan had 10 kills and
13 digs, along with four aces.

Sophomore Sean Bernier added 24 digs.

The duo of Colon and Centeno-Feliciano led the
Purple Knights with 10 kills apiece.

“Both of them are very talented volleyball players,”
Abrams said. “They’re our leaders.”

With senior Ian Rivera Soler handling the serving
duties, the Purple Knights won the first four points of the
opening set.

The Indians responded with a 6-1 run and took the
lead for the first time at 6-5 following a Cahalan kill.

The Purple Knights were leading 26-25 before a
Ware net violation enabled the visitors to take a 1-0
advantage.

Led by Colon and Centeno-Feliciano, Holyoke man-
aged to hold onto the lead from start to finish in the sec-
ond set.

The third set was also very close.

The score was tied 10-10 in the third set before the
Indians ran off four consecutive points with the help of a
couple of unforced errors. The home team reeled off the
final four points of the set, which kept the match alive.

“We limited our mistakes in the third set,” Cahalan
said. “Winning that set gave us a lot of momentum head-
ing into the fourth and fifth sets. We were able to keep the
momentum in the fourth set.”

Holyoke had a 6-5 lead in the fourth set before Ware
put together a 10-1 run giving them a 14-7 lead.

The Purple Knights didn’t get any closer than three
points the rest of the way, which forced the fifth set.

“Once we tied up the match, I knew that we were
going to win,” Cahalan said. “It just feels amazing.”

With the match now tied at 2-2, Holyoke junior
Michael Melendez had three aces, which gave his team
a 6-3 lead in the fifth and deciding set. Then a Colon kill
pushed Holyoke’s lead to four points.

The Purple Knights held a 14-12 advantage follow-
ing a Centeno-Feliciano kill.

A Mulligan kill kept the match going a little bit lon-
ger.

Then with junior Nathan Harmon doing the serving,
the Indians won the next three points to complete the
comeback. Harmon had a team-leading 26 assists.

“I thought Nathan did a great job of hitting, setting
and passing the ball in tonight’s match,” Jarvis said. “He
also played well defensively. I'm very pleased with his
performance.”

The final point came on a combined block by sopho-
more Ryder Cahalan and junior Gavin Sawabi.

“This is probably our best win since we won at
Salem High School in the state tournament a couple of
years ago,” Remy Cahalan said. “I can’t remember anoth-
er reserve sweep. It was the first one of this season.”

Following the match, Cahalan took a couple of pic-
tures with Colon and Centeno-Feliciano.



GAME S, from page 8

ball. Athletes currently in grade 8-11 who live or go to
school in Massachusetts are eligible to attend regional
tryouts during the month of June. These tryouts will
determine teams representing the various regions of the
Commonwealth that will compete against each other
in July. Check each sport page for specific eligibility
requirements.

The Summer Games include a wide variety of indi-
vidual sports including swimming, track & field, figure
skating, pickleball, wrestling, weightlifting, badminton,
and more. These sports are open to a wide range of ages
and skill levels from youth participants to masters-aged
athletes. Adaptive sport divisions in archery, swimming,
and track & field are offered, as well. Bay State Games
also organizes tournaments for pre-existing teams in
rugby, and 6v6 field hockey.

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis will take place on
June 1 at PingPod in Boston after a 5-year hiatus from
the Summer Games sport lineup. New venues include
Babson College, which will host the Girls Basketball
Showcase, and NorthStar Ice Sports, which will host
Figure Skating and the Girls Ice Hockey Showcase.
Game On in Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue for
eight sports. Bay State Games expects 1,500 athletes
and their families to attend competitions at Game On
during the second week of July. For questions, email
info@baystategames.org or call 781-932-6555.

Sports ¢

HoopHall announces unique
new exhibit for this summer

SPRINGFIELD - The Naismith Basketball Hall
of Fame announced another brand new exhibit coming
to the museum this summer titled The Vault: Boston
Celtics Unlocked. This innovative and immersive
experience will be unlike anything the Basketball
Hall of Fame has previously produced. The Hall of
Fame has collaborated with the NBA’s most storied
franchise to present this inaugural installation of The
Vault.

“We are excited to launch another state-of-the-art
space in the world’s finest sports museum,” said John
L. Doleva, President and CEO of the Basketball Hall
of Fame. “The Vault: Boston Celtics Unlocked is a
limited engagement that will feature a finely crafted
experience that will capture the imagination of sports
fans and speak to the heart of what makes basketball
the world’s most popular game.”

Matt Zeysing, Vice President of Curatorial for
the museum, began working on The Vault concept
more than a year ago. “We knew we wanted to create
something spectacular, something that basketball fans

had never seen before. The Boston Celtics represent
a winning tradition that is second to none and that
tradition still continues today. To that end, our team
has carefully curated and brought together the most
sought-after Celtic memorabilia in the world.”

Set in an immersive bank vault, Celtics legends
from the past and present will take visitors on an epic
journey to discover the true meaning of Celtic Pride.
The Vault will feature authentic game-worn jerseys,
championship rings, the original 81 NBA champion-
ship trophy, long-lost footage, and much more.

“The Boston Celtics are honored to bring
their history and tradition to life with the Naismith
Basketball Hall of Fame in The Vault: Boston Celtics
Unlocked,” said Boston Celtics Team President Rich
Gotham. “We hope fans enjoy this immersive expe-
rience, which will showcase unique memorabilia and
celebrate the Celtics’ storied legacy.”

Visitors will enjoy an exclusive display of Celtics
memorabilia for a limited period. Tickets for the muse-
um can be purchased online at etix.com or at the door.

City of Holyoke
LEGAL NOTICE
The Holyoke License
Board will be hold-
ing a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, May 1, 2024,
at 5:15 pm. You can join via
Zoom.com; ID 85778652384
CALL IN: *67 646 558 8656
or in person at Holyoke
Chamber 177 High Street,
regarding the application for
a Alteration of Premises
Application at Brian Boru
Inc DBA Brian Boru at 37
Commercial Street, pursuant
to M.G.L. Ch.138.
Applicant: Carlo Sarno

License Board:
Anthony Luciano,
Chairman

04/19, 04/26/2024

City of Holyoke
LEGAL NOTICE

The Holyoke License
Board will be hold-
ing a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, May 1, 2024,
at 5:15 pm. You can join via
Zoom.com; ID 85778652384;
CALL IN: *67 646 558 8656
or in person at Holyoke
Chamber 177 High Street,
regarding the application
for a New Seasonal All
Alcohol Liquor License at
Restaruante La Isla Corp
DBA Restaurante La Isla at
161 High Street, pursuant to
M.G.L. Ch.138.

Applicant:

Restaurante La Isla Corp

License Board:
Anthony Luciano,
Chairman

04/19, 04/26/2024

Superior Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01102
(413) 735-6016
Docket No. 2379CV00619

JULIE MAGRI
V.
THE HEIRS,

SUCCESSORS, ASSIGNS
AND DEVISEES OF
LOUIS MAGRI, SUCH
OTHER PERSONS, IF
ANY, UNASCERTAINED
NOT IN BEING,
UNKNOWN WITHIN
or WITHOUT THE
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

ORDER OF NOTICE

BY PUBLICATION

It appearing from
the Motion for Order of
Service by Publication, in
the above-captioned matter,
which is sworn to that the
Defendants cannot be person-
ally served through process,
IT IS ORDERED that this
order be published for three
(3) successive weeks, the
last publication to be at least
twenty (20) days before said
return day, in The Holyoke
Sun, a newspaper pub-
lished in Holyoke, Hampden
County, Massachusetts and
that all parties claiming any
right, title, or interest to the
real property located at 66
King Street, Holyoke, MA,
Massachusetts, common-
ly known as 66 King Street,
Holyoke, Hampden County,
Massachusetts, identified in
the Complaint in Hampden
County Superior Court enti-
tled Julie Magri v. The Heirs,
Successors, Assigns and

No. 2379CV00619, file a
response to said complaint
within thirty (30) days after
the last publication date in
this Order, and if the parties
fail to do so, a Judgment for

04/26, 05/03, 05/10/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Plaintiff will be so Ordered. Hampden Probate and
It appearing from Family Court

the Motion for Order of 50 State Street

Service by Publication, in Springfield, MA 01103

the above-captioned matter,
which is sworn to that the

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P0823EA

Defendants cannot be person- Estate of:

ally served through process, Stephen R Rodriguez
IT IS ORDERED that this  Date of Death: 03/04/2024
order be published for three =~ CITATION ON PETITION
(3) successive weeks, the FOR FORMAL

last publication to be at least ADJUDICATION

twenty (20) days before said
return day, in The Holyoke
Sun, a newspaper pub-
lished in Holyoke, Hampden
County, Massachusetts and
that all parties claiming any
right, title, or interest to the
real property located at 66
King Street, Holyoke, MA,
Massachusetts, common-
ly known as 66 King Street,
Holyoke, Hampden County,
Massachusetts, identified in
the Complaint in Hampden
County Superior Court enti-
tled Julie Magri v. The Heirs,
Successors, Assigns and
Devisees of Louis Magri,
et. al., Hampden County
Superior Court, Civil Action
No. 2379CV00619, file a
response to said complaint
within thirty (30) days after
the last publication date in
this Order, and if the parties
fail to do so, a Judgment for
Plaintiff will be so Ordered.

WITNESS, Hon. Jeremy
C. Bucci, First Justice of this
Court

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy
and Appointment of
Personal Representative
has been filed by Marisol
Rodriguez of Holyoke,
MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the
Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Marisol Rodriguez of
Holyoke, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court

Public Notices ¢

but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: April 12, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,

Register of Probate
04/26/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division

Docket No. HD24P(0774EA
Estate of:

Betsy M Whiting
Also Known As:
Betsy Whiting
Date of Death: 12/29/2023
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested
in the above captioned estate,
by Petition of Petitioner
Richard C Whiting, Jr. of
Florence, MA

a Will has been admitted
to informal probate.

Richard C Whiting, Jr.
of Florence, MA has been
informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal
Representative under the
Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without
supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts
are not required to be filed
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and
to obtain orders terminating
or restricting the powers of
Personal Representatives
appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any,

Devisees of Louis Magri, Attest: before: 10:00 a.m. on the 50 State Street can be obtained from the
Trial Court of the et. al., Hampden County William Walsh return day of 05/10/2024. Springfield, MA 01103 Petitioner.
Commonwealth Superior Court, Civil Action Assistant Clerk  This is NOT a hearing date, (413)748-8600 04/26/2024
Hampden County
H|{A|M|S S|H|O|E|S M|A|U]|L
The Holyoke Sun
OBITUARY PoLIcy | Aot ope~x<vcggrens | PUBLIC NOTICES
M| U F I |R|A|T|E C|H|I |T
MIA|FI|I [A A|P|E E|A|C|H
Turley Publications offers two types of ARE NOW ONLIN E
obituaries. M R c S . . .
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing G E T 1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral U . .
date and place. N 2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, newspaper title.
WhtI.Ch ?Hfows fi‘.mlhefs ttli) publish ‘;Xt.ended ddeath o 5 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
hofice Information ot their own choice and may public notice web site to search all notices in
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid s clA E|S Massachusetts newspapers
Obituaries should be submitted through a plalLlela clalt slalslelnr
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
FILIAIG S|AIR|I|S T ALY Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
Exceptions will be made only when the family ElalDloO RIE E Ell |IRIE
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. isSi L i i . /
TTelels =15 A sloll s visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE

ROUND, WRAPPED HAY BALES,
Worthington, MA. Call (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS

IRAQI RED PIGEONS. $125 each.
Call Joe 413-250-0410.

SANTEE HURRICANE 126 KAY-
AK, $800; Ariens Compact 22 Snow-
blower, $400. 413-583-5278.

TV & STEREO CABINET. 55’h x
60"1. Cabinet doors to hide TV and 2
storage drawers. Wood & glass. Very
good condition. $200. 413-589-7642
or 413-575-5285.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware,
advertising, motorcycles, clothing. Call
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games,
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines,
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department,
masonic, license plates, beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x*xxx%] & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look
no furtherl PJ’s Electrical offers
fast and reliable electrical services for
your home or business. Call now for a
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed
and insured. Please call Brendan
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning,
and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com

CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the
art equipment. We remove grime and
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’'S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

f DR

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 1 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 mge| 22 | 23 | 2 i
5 | 28 gl 77 Hagia| 8 i
2 P | 30 e B 32 B0
33 e | 34 Bgan| 39 Bisa| 36 i
i P | 38 B a0 | 39 Bregns| 40 i
Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X perweek rate = §

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard ~ LVISA 0 Discover 1 Cash (1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cw

Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393

Quabbin———
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM
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STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

41

-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

AUTO FOR SALE

2017 NISSAN SENTRA. 29,383
miles. One owner. Very clean car. Ex-
cellent condition. $7,500 or B.O. 413-
459-7412.

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

iy D) IR

/] ° D

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON
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BRIMFIELD ANTIQUE MARKET.
May 15-18, seeks food service help.
This is a fast paced gig. Email contact
information to emaysfoodservice@
gmail.com

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum
40 hours, rate based on experience.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and
trucks. Experience required, full time.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week.
Must be dependable and have flexible
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or
pickup application at 77 Winsor St.,
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
POLICE OFFICER

For application and more information
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov. Review of applications begins
immediately. Open until filled. EOE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

csREr
8|

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Read or Subscribe to The Holyoke Sun:

www.sun.turley.com

In The News

Golf outing to be held in June

WEST SPRINGFIELD - The Parish
Cupboard, a food pantry and hot lunch
program located in West Springfield will
be holding a fundraiser on Saturday, June
1 with it’s annual golf outing.

This event brings together golf-
ers of all levels to raise money for the
Cupboards mission. The tournament is
a noon shot gun start Scramble event.
Registration begins at 11 a.m. Lunch,
dinner, a swag bag, contests, prizes and
raffles are all part of the event.

Golf is $125 per person. To attend
the dinner only is $30. Sponsors and
prize donors are also needed to make the
event successful.

A tournament sponsor is available
for $1500, which includes a foursome.
Silver Tee sponsors are available for $125
and Gold Tee sponsors are available for
$250.

For more information contact Bob at
the Parish Cupboard at 413-794-7969 or
email parishcupboard @aol.com.
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salaries to the compared communities.

While the majority of the council
was in support of this wage increase,
with only Councilor David Bartley vot-
ing against, several councilors did raise
concerns about potential budgeting
issues within the city.

“We can’t just keep going up, up,
up, up, we need to see on the other side
where we are cutting because we, at the
end of the day, have a finite amount of
money,” Councilor Kevin Jourdain said.

While the council agrees that these
raises are deserved by the workers,
they are also supporting the increase as
management is purporting that they can
afford it. However, councilors point out
that may not always be the case.

Many councilors were concerned
that Holyoke may be facing budgeting
issues for their fiscal year 2025 budget.
Now that the city is out of ARPA funds,
many are worried about how they will
balance the budget.

Councilor Linda Vacon was con-
cerned that too many budget increas-
es could mean an increased tax bur-

den on residents.

“If we get to the point where
we just can’t put more tax burden on
our residents to fund a budget that is
growing much more rapidly than their
income,” she said. “For the last few
years we’ve had our residents telling us
that they’re maxed out on the property
taxes and many are having to look to
find alternate living situations.”

The study conducted that the union
used to argue for increased wages did
compare Holyoke to other communi-
ties, including Chicopee and Agawam.

Some councilors pointed out
potential issues with comparing sala-
ries in Holyoke to those of other com-
munities.

“I do want to make the point that
you also have to do a comparison of
the financial capacity of our city versus
these other cities,” Jourdain said.

He pointed out that Agawam has
a much larger levy and tax base than
Holyoke. Chicopee is also in a differ-
ent place financially than Holyoke, as
they were able to put $10 million of
their ARPA money into their stabiliza-
tion account.

NOW HIRING!!

Central and Western Mass

Direct Care Workers (Starting rate $21.44/hr.)

and LPNs (Starting rate $34.16/hr.)

Department of

Developmental Service;J}/m

Direct Care Workers — No Experience Required - Training will be provided

(Must be at least 18 years old or older and possess current and valid Class D Motor Vehicle Operator’s License)

Full-time, Part-time and Seasonal Summer positions

We Offer Shift Differential, Health Insurance, Basic Life Insurance,
Optional Life Insurance, Dental and Vision, 12 Paid Holidays, Tuition Benefit,
Exceptional Retirement Savings Plan, Vacation, Sick Time Accrual and Personal Days,
Long and Short-Term Disability Insurances, Professional Development and Continuing Education,
Educational and Bilingual incentives, Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

More Than Just A Job, We Offer An Opportunity To Grow

Apply today at: https://www.mass.gov/dds-careers

DDS is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer. Females, minorities, veterans, and persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply. Reasonable Accommodation: If you require an ADA accommaodation, please contact
Ferdousi Faruque, at (857) 301-2416 or email at Ferdousi.Faruqgue@mass.gov Ferdousi must receive your request for an accommodation no later than two weeks prior to the date of this event. For those who request an accommodation after
this date, every effort will be made to provide a reasonable accommodation; however, we may not be able to do so given potential time constraints. COVID Vaccine: As a condition of employment, depending on job assignment and location,
employees may be required to have received COVID-19 vaccination and/or other vaccinations, or to have been approved for a vaccination exemption prior to their start date. Finalists for these positions will be provided details about the
verification or exemption process. Candidates with questions on vaccination requirements should contact the diversity officer listed on the posting for additional information.
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The food truck Fritura Latina sold food at the Holyoke Public Library Mini-Golf event.

for the library.
LIBRAR K from page 1 “They just were sick of doing auc-

tions and cocktail parties so they said,
the quietest section of the library but today ~ ‘what can we do that’s a fundraiser that’s 5 variety of mini-golf holes were set up
it is pretty happy and full of life.” different and brings more people to the 4.0und Holyoke Public Library.
The library has been putting on library?”” Kocsmiersky said.
this event annually since 2016. It was Since then the event has been a big
originally put on by the Friends of the success for the library, bringing in fam-
Holyoke Library in an effort to create a ilies from all around Holyoke to enjoy a
more family-friendly fundraising event day of fun.

Children were welcome to create drawings
with sidewalk chalk provided to them.

Local Author Laura Louise had a meet the A practice mini-golf hole was made available Nayroby Rosa from One Holyoke helped - : -
author table by the hole she sponsored at the in the community room for those who wanted to run the human foosball game that One Maisie Mahoney putt her ball into the
Holyoke Public Library Mini-Golf event. to practice before beginning the game. Holyoke created. eighteenth hole. Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

Growing your
savings is Simple

Earn more with a High Yield
Savings Account.

B PeoplesBank

Real. Simple. Banking.

Minimum balance of $10,000 of new money to open the account. Account must be opened in one of our banking centers. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is
accurate as of 03/21/24 with a minimum balance of $10 to earn the stated APY. Service charges may reduce earnings. Account may be converted to another
savings product at the Bank’s sole discretion with at least 30-day notice and will earn interest based on balance. Consumer accounts only. Offer subject to
change without notice.
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