
By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Holyoke Public Schools 
are taking steps that could 
ultimately lead to either 
renovations of the existing 
H.B. Lawrence Elementary 
School or potentially con-
struction of a brand new 
school at 156 Cabot Street.

Just a short time after 
Peck Middle School cel-
ebrated its grand opening, 
Lawrence is the latest build-
ing school officials are hop-
ing to address.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Holyoke Public Schools, the 
City of Holyoke, in coop-
eration with the school 
district, submitted an offi-
cial statement of interest to 
the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority for what 
they describe as a “core 
building project” for the 
Lawrence School.

The SOI is the first 
step of many to enter the 
MSBA’s program for school 
building construction, addi-
tions, and/or renovations. 
According to the MSBA 
website, an SOI “allows dis-

tricts to inform the MSBA of 
deficiencies that may exist 
in a local school facility 
and how those deficiencies 
inhibit the delivery of the 
district’s educational pro-
gram.”

The MSBA process is 
familiar to Holyokers with 
Peck having just been built 
after several years of going 
through the process.

Before the SOI was 
submitted, the City Council 
voted in support of the appli-
cation on March 17, and the 

Holyoke School Committee 
voted in support on March 
23. Submitting an SOI does 
not require a financial com-
mitment at this time. It sim-
ply allows the process to 
move forward through the 
review stage.

HPS stated Interim 
Superintendent Anthony 
Soto and Mayor Joshua 
Garcia recommended the 
submission of an SOI to the 
City Council and School 
Committee for the following 
reasons: 

• Holyoke’s goal dat-
ing back to 2016 was to 
open a new middle school 
for every Holyoke student 
to ensure equity of oppor-
tunity and experiences for 
all middle school students. 
Holyoke partially met this 
goal with the opening of the 
Dr. William R. Peck School 
in August 2025.  

•  The current H.B. 
Lawrence School is the dis-
trict’s building in the poorest 
condition and is ill-equipped 
to meet the needs of a mod-

ern education. 
• The project is expect-

ed to be financially feasible 
at this time, in part because 
the Peck construction proj-
ect came in significantly 
under budget, and because 
there would likely be space 
for this new project in the 
ci ty’s  ant ic ipated debt 
schedule in the next 30-40 
years. Mayor Garcia is 
working collaboratively with 
city leaders to assess the 

H.B. Lawrence School is the next school public city officials are eyeing to improve.	 Submitted photo

Carrie named new principal at Morgan Elementary School
H O L Y O K E 

–  W i l l i a m 
G .  M o r g a n 
Elementary School 
welcomes a new 
p r i n c i p a l  w i t h 
a familiar face: 
Ryan Carrie. 

Carrie joined 
the Morgan com-
munity in 2023 
as assistant prin-
cipal and has served as 
interim principal since late 

February follow-
ing the departure 
of former princi-

pal Sacha Garcia-Mailloux 
who left for a position with 

Springfield Public Schools.
“We have a deep bench 

of talent in Holyoke Public 
Schools ,”  sa id  In te r im 
Superintendent Anthony 

Soto. “After undergoing 
a comprehensive selection 
process, I am pleased that 
Mr. Carrie emerged as the 
top candidate to be the next 
principal of Morgan. He is a 
dedicated instructional and 
cultural leader who is deep-
ly committed to the success 
and well-being of Morgan’s 
students, families, and staff.”

C a r r i e  f i r s t  j o i n e d 
Holyoke Public Schools in 
2022 as the dean of man-

agement and operations at 
Sullivan School. He also 
served as a grade 5 teach-
er in Springfield Public 
Schools and worked in youth 
development in Springfield 
and Boston.

“During his t ime at 
Morgan, Mr. Carrie has 
strengthened instructional 
systems and school culture 
by promoting high-quality 
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H O LYO K E  –  T h i s 
week, Mayor Joshua Garcia 
announced that the return of 
warm weather has initiated 
the return of the Holyoke 
Flex Squad.

The Squad has been 
patrolling Holyoke neighbor-
hoods since March, working 
to ensure the city remains 
clean, safe, and welcoming 
for residents and visitors. As 
of today, the squad has con-
ducted numerous sweeps and 
issued citations to property 
owners who are in violation 
of city ordinances. 

According to a press 
release from city hall, 127 
have already been cited  by 
the Flex Squad for violations 
of city cleanliness ordinanc-
es. The  Holyoke Board of 
Health  has received 35 trash 
and litter complaints. Not all 
citations result in issuance 
of fines if the violation is 
addressed in a timely man-
ner. There are now 21 active 
fines for noncompliance, with 
additional fines expected as 
re-inspections continue in the 
coming weeks.

With an early start, the 
city is hopeful that areas 
cited will get cleaned up and 
brought into compliance.

  “While these numbers 
reflect a strong start, they 
also highlight the impor-

tance of contin-
ued accountabil-
ity,” said Mayor 
Joshua A. Garcia. 
“Our community 
has made mean-
ingful progress 
in shif t ing the 
cul ture  around 
cleanliness.  Now, 
we must continue 
building on that 
m o m e n t u m  b y 
holding each other 
accountable and doing our 
part.”

City ordinances require 
that all property owners, 
occupants, and business ten-
ants maintain clean and safe 
premises. This includes:

• Keeping your proper-
ty  free of trash, debris, and 
excessive vegetation.

• Maintaining  adjacent 
sidewalks, grass strips, and 
rights-of-way.

 • Cleaning and main-
taining one-half of any abut-
ting alley.

Residents are encour-
aged to report  cleanli -
ness issues through the 
city’s  SeeClickFix  platform. 
Reports can include both pri-
vate and city-owned proper-
ties. Accountability applies to 
everyone.

The Flex Squad will con-
tinue weekend sweeps and 
enforcement efforts citywide. 
As re-inspections increase, 
additional fines will be issued 

for continued non-
compliance. 

T h e  F l e x 
Squad was created 
in the fall of 2022 
by Garcia. It has 
brought about sig-
nificant improve-
ments to the visual 
landscape, particu-
larly in the heart of 
the city.

T h e  S q u a d 
i s  m a d e  u p 

of city personnel drawn 
from the Board of Health, 
Fire Department, Police 
Department, and Department 
of Public Works. The size 
of the Squad varies, but the 
usual number of participants 
is 12.

The Squad is deployed 
on Saturdays in sectors and 
neighborhoods where prop-
erties have historically been 
neglected. Squad members 
make sweeps through the 
streets and alleys of desig-
nated areas. The teams seek 
to hold property owners 
accountable for keeping their 
properties in compliance with 
city ordinances and state reg-
ulations. 

It’s not just graffiti and 
trash. The Flex Squad enforc-
es ordinances that address 
unmaintained properties, 
overgrown vegetation, unreg-
istered vehicles, and over-

Mayor: Flex Squad is back in action

See SQUAD, page 6

HOLYOKE – Mayor 
Joshua Garcia issued a 
press release regarding the 
upcoming budget process 
and timeline.

“Our budget planning 
process has been mov-
ing along. Since January 
when the  budget memo 
wi th  ins t ruc t ions   were 
sent to department heads 
and a  memo sent to City 
Council  kicking off our pro-
cess, the Interim City Auditor 
and the Mayor togeth-
er with our hired finance 
forecasting consultant Tj 
Plante have been meet-
ing with departments to go 
over their anticipated needs 
for the next fiscal year. We 
have been reviewing depart-
ment requests in detail so 
that it will assist us as well 
as the City Council Finance 
Committee and the rest of the 
City Council body in under-
standing each department’s 
essential needs, preferences, 
and priorities in order to bal-
ance all funding requests. At 

Budget 
process 
timeline 
laid out 

See BUDGET, page 6

Ryan Carrie
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HOLYOKE – A city-
wide, Earth Day  clean-
up of Holyoke, organized 
by the Hampden County 
Sheriff ’s Department, 
w i l l  t ake  p lace  on 
We d n e s d a y,   A p r i l 
22,  from 10 am to noon, 
followed by a thank you 
cookout from noon to 1 
pm.  

Vo l u n t e e r s  w i l l 
gather starting at 9:45 
at the Heritage State 
Park parking area on 
Appleton Street across 
from the Holyoke Police 
D e p a r t m e n t .  To o l s , 
T-shirts, and instructions 
will be provided. There 
will be free parking in 
the Suffolk Street parking 
deck for the Earth Day 
volunteers. The cookout 
at noon will also be at 
Heritage State Park, near 
the carousel.

Other sponsors of 
the clean-up are the 
Holyoke Mayor’s Office, 
O n e H o l y o k e ,  Wa y 
Finders, Holyoke DPW, 
and MassMutual, among 
others.

Vo l u n t e e r s  a r e 
encouraged to partici-
pate. A volunteer regis-
tration link can be found 
at: https://forms.gle/vVX-
KnDdAUzASpNPy5.

Earth Day
citywide 
clean-up 
planned 

Lawrence School next target for HPS Lawrence School next target for HPS 
to improve buildingsto improve buildings

Spring action

The weather was 
much warmer 
this week. In 

sports action, 
the Holyoke High 

School softball 
team was in 

action on Tuesday 
afternoon, hosting 

Smith Vocational 
High School of 
Northampton. 

For results from 
Holyoke softball 

from last week, see 
more on page 7.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

heats upheats up

Mayor 
Joshua Garcia 

“The Morgan community is very special, 
and I look forward to working with our 
students, families, and staff to continue 
to foster a strong sense of belonging,”

- Ryan Carrie
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Library hosts miniature golf and games event May 2
HOLYOKE – We are 

pleased to announce plans 
for the annual  “Mini Golf 
and Games at the Library!” 
on Saturday, May 2 – a 
series of fun events inside 
and outside of the Holyoke 
Pub l i c  L ib ra ry  a t  250 
Chestnut St, Holyoke.

•  M i n i  G o l f  a n d 
Games at the Library, free 
of charge for all players, 
Saturday May 2, 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m., 18 holes of 
miniature golf for people of 
all ages.

•  Games outs ide  in 
Library Park, 10:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m., There will be out-
door activities for all ages 

including a chalk artist.
• Also – Vote for your 

Favorite decorated Hole. We 
will post the top three Holes 
chosen by the public. You 
don’t have to play Mini golf 
to vote.

Since 2016, “Mini Golf 
in the Library!” has been an 
important fundraiser for our 
Library.  

The library will be open 
for regular business while 
this fun community event 
is going on. The mini golf 
holes will be on every floor 
of the library and wind its 
way through the stacks and 
down the stairs. You can 
see pictures from our 2024 

event here: https://sward.
smugmug.com/Libraries/
Holyoke-Public-Library/
Mini-Golf-and-Games-2024

Proceeds will be used 
to augment l ibrary ser-
vices ,  summer reading, 
year-round literacy pro-
g r a m s ,  a n d  m o r e .  We 
have set a goal of raising 
$15,000 via sponsorships, 
ticket sales, and auction 
proceeds. We are happy to 
announce PeoplesBank as 
our Top Sponsor. Thank 
y o u  t o  P e o p l e s B a n k , 
Orion Protective Services, 
Conklin Office and all of 
our Sponsors.

We invi te  everyone 

to join this fun communi-
ty event, and support this 
fundraiser at the Holyoke 
Public Library. Even if peo-
ple can’t attend, we encour-
age you to donate to support 
this great cause at https://
www.holyokelibrary.org/
Pages/Index/227232/how-
to-donate-to-the-library  or 
at the library.

For more information, 
volunteer link, or flyers, 
contact Nancy Kocsmiersky, 
HPL Development Office 
(413-420-8109) nancy@
holyokelibrary.org  or visit 
https://www.holyokelibrary.
org/Pages/Index/227230/
library-minigolf-and-games.

◗  In The News

HCC hosting ‘Fresh Check Day’ April 29 
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Community College is host-
ing a day dedicated to pro-
moting mental health and 
wellness on Wednesday, 
April 29. 

“Fresh Check Day” will 
run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
the HCC Courtyard.  

This innovative pro-
gram, developed by the 
Connecticut-based Jordan 
P o r c o  Fo u n d a t i o n ,  i s 
designed to bring togeth-
er the campus community 
to “check in” on the mental 
health and wellness of col-
lege students. The event is 
free and open to all. 

Organized by the Office 
of the Dean of Student 
Experience and HCC Student 
Engagement, with support 
from other campus partners 
and student clubs, Fresh 
Check Day will transform 
the HCC Courtyard into a 
vibrant expo-like setting 
with interactive exhibits, 
food prizes, giveaways – and 
friendly puppies.

“Student  well-being 
is an essential part of the 
overall student experience 
at  Holyoke Community 
College,” said Julissa Colón, 
HCC dean of student expe-
r ience .  “By increas ing 
awareness of mental health 
resources and creating oppor-
tunities for connection, we 
remind students that they are 
supported not only academ-
ically but as whole people 
throughout their time here.”

Highlights include inter-
active exhibits and activi-
ties designed to educate and 
engage students on men-
tal health topics, such as 
stress management, anxiety, 
depression, and suicide pre-
vention; community engage-
ment opportunities where 
students can connect with 
their peers and to campus 
resources in a positive, com-
munity-focused environment; 
and prizes and giveaways.

T h e  J o r d a n  P o r c o 
Foundation is  a 501(c)
(3)  nonprofi t  based in 

Wethersfield, Conn. It was 
founded in 2011 by Ernie 
and Marisa Porco after they 
lost their son Jordan to sui-
cide when he was a freshman 
in college.

The goal of Fresh Check 
Day is to create an approach-
able and hopeful environ-
ment for discussing mental 
health and supporting student 
wellness. 

“Many of  our  s tu-
dents are navigating com-
peting responsibilities and 
an increasingly complex 
world,” said Colón. “Events 
like Fresh Check Day help 
strengthen a campus culture 
where students feel seen, val-
ued, and encouraged to reach 
out.” 

In the event of rain, the 
event will be held inside, on 
the second floor of the HCC 
Campus Center. 

Fore more details about 
Fresh Check Day at HCC, 
please contact Julissa Colón 
at 413-552-2508 or jcolon@
hcc.edu

Fabric store collecting 
excess supplies

HOLYOKE – Paper 
City Fabrics, a secondhand 
fabric store in Holyoke, is 
celebrating Earth Day with 
a brand-new community 
event: the Destash Bash, tak-
ing place Saturday, Apr. 18 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
shop invites sewists, quilters, 
and crafters to drop off bags 
of fabric and sewing sup-
plies in exchange for 10% 
off their next in-store pur-
chase, valid through May 31. 

The Destash Bash is a 
natural extension of what 
Paper City Fabrics does 
every day. The shop runs on 
a thrift store model, rely-
ing on the generosity of the 
community to drop off fab-
ric and sewing supplies they 
no longer need. Paper City 
Fabrics sells all fabric for 
$6 per yard, keeping sew-
ing affordable and diverting 
unused fabric and sewing 
supplies from landfills. 

“The Destash Bash 
is our way of bringing the 
community together, cele-
brating Earth Day, and mak-
ing sure all the beautiful 
fabric finds its way to some-
one who will love it,” said 
Joseph Charles, founder of 
Paper City Fabrics.

Stop by Paper City 
Fabrics (330 High St., 
Holyoke) on Apr. 18, lighten 
your stash, and leave with a 
little something extra.

The fine print: Accepted 
items include fabric, pat-
terns, yarn, notions, and 
sewing tools. Items that 
cannot be accepted include 
fabric with strong odors, 
stained or moth-eaten fab-
ric, completed or partially 
completed projects, cloth-
ing, curtains, and bedsheets. 
Coupons are limited to one 
per customer and cannot be 
combined with other promo-
tions.

Rotary Club announces ‘Eat Drink, and Be Holyoke’
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Holyoke Rotary Club has 
announced the  date  of 
the 2026 Eat, Drink, & Be 
Holyoke, their premier tast-
ing fundraiser and silent auc-
tion on Thursday, April 30, 
2026. The event will take 
place at the Holyoke Council 
on Aging & Senior Center 
at 5:30pm and will include 
live music performed by The 
Earls & Pearls. 

E a t ,  D r i n k ,  &  B e 
Holyoke will feature food 
prepared  by  Amedeo’s 
Restaurant & Pizzeria, Day 

Brook Village Senior Living, 
Holyoke Hummus, Sweet 
Baby Rae’s Bakery, Rusty’s 
Place, Choo Choos, 110 
Grill, Pic’s Pub & Pizzeria, 
Daruma BBQ & Sushi 
AYCE, and Hamel’s Creative 
Catering and Summit View 
Banquets. Beverage tastings 
will be provided by Quality 
Beverage. Tasting samples 
will include craft beer, selt-
zers, and wine.

Tickets are $50 and 
can be purchased at https://
edbh2026.eventbrite.com.

E a t ,  D r i n k  &  B e 

Holyoke is generously spon-
sored by Holyoke Medical 
Center; anonymous donors; 
D & S Plating Co.; Marcotte 
Ford; Brunault, Proulx & 
McGuiness; Greenfield and 
Northampton Cooperative 
Bank;  Meyers Brothers 
Kalicka, P.C.; The Dowd 
Agencies, LLC; and The 
Greater Holyoke YMCA.

The Holyoke Rotary 
Club is still identifying addi-
tional event sponsors, as 
well as food vendors. Local 
businesses interested in sup-
porting and collaborating 

together with the Holyoke 
Rotary Club for this event 
are encouraged to visit www.
holyokerotary.com. 

Proceeds will go towards 
supporting Rotary projects, 
mostly within the Holyoke 
Rotary district of Holyoke, 
South Hadley, and Granby, 
Mass. Ongoing Holyoke 
Rotary projects include pro-
viding several annual schol-
arships, providing food for 
those in need through com-
munity collaborations, and 
fostering community engage-
ment with free summer con-

certs, as well as funding 
international clean water ini-
tiatives. 

Since 2008 the Holyoke 
Rotary Club has raised 
over $150,000 to fund var-
ious projects, including the 
Miracle League of Western 
Massachusetts Inclusive 
Playground at  Kennedy 
Field, the media room at 
the Holyoke Library, K-9 
vests for the Holyoke Police 
Department, and literacy 
projects with Kelly School 
and Holyoke Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club, among others.

National
Day of 
Prayer at 
City Hall

H O L Y O K E  – 
Mayor Joshua A. Garcia 
will host the 75th annu-
al  observance of the 
National Day of Prayer 
on Thursday, May 7, 
at  noon outside City 
Hall. The mayor will be 
joined by faith leaders, 
congregations, and City 
Officials. The public is 
invited.

T h e  i d e a  o f  a 
National Day of Prayer 
c a m e  u p  i n  1 7 7 5 , 
when the Continental 
C o n g r e s s  d e s i g n a t -
ed a time for prayer in 
forming a new nation.   
I n  1 8 6 3 ,  P r e s i d e n t 
A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n 
called for such a day. In 
1952, Congress estab-
lished the National Day 
of Prayer as an annu-
al event. It was signed 
into law by President 
Truman. The National 
Day  o f  P r aye r  was 
established as the first 
Thursday of May each 
year. 

The 2026 National 
Day of Prayer theme 
i s   “ G l o r i f y  G o d 
Among  the  Na t ions 
— Seeking Him in All 
Generations,”  based on 
1 Chronicles 16. This 
75th annual observance 
will focus on uniting 
generations in prayer 
on the 250th anniver-
sary  of  the  nat ion’s 
founding.

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$288
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
4/16/26-4/22/264/16/26-4/22/26

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................
 

USDA INSP. 

CHICKEN PARMASEAN 
MINI EMPANADA 9 OZ ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399

ea

USDA INSP. PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ .......................

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

ea

$139
lb

lb
$1699

USDA INSP.
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA ....
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$333

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

lb

lb
$399

$349

75¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
LOIN END or RIB END ROAST .....

$199
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$529
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$217

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF NECK BONES .............
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH ................

SOUP’S ON!
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

$659
lb

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAK

$399

ea

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAKS
$999

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

 

Wednesday Night
6:30pm

Bar Bingo
Friday Night 

starts at 7:30 pm

Trivia Night
$5 per person

7 Days A Week  

Queen of Hearts 
Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Saturday, 
April 
25th
Frank

Serafino

Saturday, 
April 
18th
Dee

Reilly

“I CAN’T RENT TO YOU 
BECAUSE OF LEAD PAINT”

MFHC: 413-539-9796
MCAD: 413-739-2145

This was the third landlord that refused to rent to us 
because of lead paint.

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
Lead paint is not a reason to discriminate against my 
family. We called the Massachusetts Fair Housing 
Center and found out it was illegal to discriminate 
against families with children under six years old 
because of the presence of lead paint.

NOW WE HAVE A HOME
If you have been denied housing because of the 
presence of lead paint, you have options. Contact the 
Massachusetts Fair Housing Center (MFHC) or the 
Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination 
(MCAD).

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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HCC presents annual Student Art Show April 13-May 1
Opening reception 
and awards ceremony 
April 16

HOLYOKE – The Taber 
Art Gallery at Holyoke 
Community College and the 
HCC Visual Art Department 
are presenting the annu-
al Student Art Exhibition 
Monday, April 13, through 
Friday, May 1, with a recep-
tion and awards ceremony 
April 16 from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. in the gallery.  

The exhibition features 
artwork created by HCC 
students from more than 50 
visual art classes during the 
2025-2026 academic year, 

including painting, two-di-
mensional and three-di-
mensional design, basic 
drawing, still photography, 
ceramics, digital imaging 
and design, figure drawing, 
animation, digital photog-
raphy, illustration, motion 
graphics, printmaking, and 
typography.

The exhibition reflects 
all the artwork done in stu-
dio classes during the aca-
demic year. Faculty mem-
bers select the pieces and 
install them, giving art stu-
dents the opportunity to see 
their work displayed in a 
professional gallery. 

The April 16 reception 
also includes the Excellence 

in Visual Art Awards pre-
sentation, which recogniz-
es the best student artwork 
of the year in various cat-
egories, as selected by the 
visual art faculty. Attendees 
are encouraged to dress cre-
atively, as an award will also 
be presented for best cos-
tume.

“I’m thrilled to wel-
come the Holyoke com-
munity to join us for the 
2026 HCC Student Art 
Exhibition,” said Taber 
Director Rachel Rushing. 
“In particular, the open-
ing reception is always a 
highlight of the year as we 
celebrate the hard work of 
the visual art classes and 

announce the student award 
winners.” 

Student artwork will 
be displayed in the Taber 
Art Gallery, as well as in 
the display cases outside 
the HCC Library, along the 
third-floor corridor of the 
Fine and Performing Arts 
Building, and in the Media 
Arts Center on the third 
floor of the Campus Center. 

The Taber Art Gallery, 
located off the lobby of the 
HCC Library on the second 
floor of the HCC Donahue 
Building, is free and open to 
the public Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
during regular school ses-
sions.

Grinspoon banquets scheduled
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Pioneer Valley Excellence 
in Teaching Awards will 
honor 90 teachers from over 
20 Western Massachusetts 
school districts at celebra-
tory banquets at the Log 
Cabin in Holyoke on May 
6, 12 and 20.  

The program will fea-
ture an awards presentation 
honoring the winners, who 
will each receive an engraved 
plaque and monetary award in 
recognition of their achieve-
ment, along with generous 
tuition incentives and schol-
arships offered by the fol-
lowing colleges and universi-
ties in the region: American 
International College, Bay 
Pa t h  U n ive r s i t y,   E l m s 
College, Springfield College, 

Wes te rn  New Eng land 
University, Westfield State 
University, and the University 
of Massachusetts.    

Winners also receive 
a  3 - m o n t h  m e m b e r -
ship to one of the six 
regional  YMCAs and a 
1- month membership to 
the  Spr ingfie ld  Jewish 
Community Center.  

T h e   P i o n e e r 
Va l l e y   E x c e l l e n c e  i n 
Teach ing  Awards  p ro -
gram, now in its 23rd year, 
is made possible by the 
Harold Grinspoon Charitable 
Foundation in partnership 
with the Irene E. & George 
A. Davis Foundation and sup-
ported by the American 
International College, Smith 
College, Arrha Credit Union 

a division of BrightBridge 
Credi t  Union,  Country 
Bank, and Meyers Brothers 
Kalicka.  

“Our teachers serve not 
only as educators, but also as 
mentors, community leaders, 
and innovators.  They play a 
fundamental role  in support-
ing families and  building 
communities.    It is a great 
privilege to recognize out-
standing teachers in the 
Pioneer  Valley.”  Michelle 
Moon, Director, Excellence 
in Teaching Awards at the 
Harold Grinspoon Charitable 
Foundation.  

For a complete list of the 
2026 award winners, please 
visit the Harold Grinspoon 
Charitable Foundation web-
site: hgcf.org.  

 In The News ◗

HMC announces 
new pediatric care location

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Medical Center Pediatric 
Care has a new location at 
596 South Street in Holyoke. 
This new location is allow-
ing Holyoke Medical Center 
to provide more convenient 
parking and accessibility to 
patients.  

“This is a great new loca-
tion for our patients, especial-
ly families that are coming in 
with multiple children and/or 
strollers with an expansive, 
dedicated parking lot. The 
families we have seen at the 
South Street location have 
appreciated the move,” said 

Beth Laton Brown, Pediatric 
Medical Director at Holyoke 
Medical Center. 

The move is part of a 
comprehensive strategy by 
Holyoke Medical Center for 
continued growth and expan-
sion to meet the needs of our 
community. With the move 
of Pediatric Care to a nearby, 
convenient off-site location, 
the community can expect to 
see further growth on the hos-
pital campus. 

HMC Pediatric Care is 
accepting new patients. To 
make an appointment, please 
call 413.534.2800. 

Holyoke Community College opens registration for summer and fall classes
H O L Y O K E 

–  Registration  is now open 
for summer and fall classes at 
Holyoke Community College.

Summer   c lasses  a t 
HCC begin Tuesday, May 
26. Full-term summer class-
es run for 14 weeks, from 
May 26 to Aug. 28. Half-
term summer classes run in 
consecutive seven-week 

sessions:  Summer  Session 
I (May 26-July 10) and 
Summer  Session II (July 
13-Aug. 28). 

The  fall  2026 semes-
ter starts Tuesday, Sept. 8. 
In addition to traditional 
15-week semester classes, 
HCC will run three accelerat-
ed fall flex start sessions: Flex 
Start I classes also begin Sept. 

8 but run for seven weeks 
until Oct. 27; Flex Start II 
classes begin Monday, Sept. 
21, and run for 12 weeks; 
Flex Start III classes begin 
Monday, Nov. 2, and run for 
seven weeks. All fall classes 
conclude by Dec. 22.

To view course offerings 
for  summer, please visit hcc.
edu/summer-2026 or hcc.edu/

fall-2026 for fall.
To help prospective stu-

dents get ready, HCC will 
be hosting a special Walk-In 
Week May 18-21 when pro-
spective students can apply 
for admission, take the col-
lege placement test, meet with 
an academic adviser, register 
for classes, and set up finan-
cial aid.  

Other Walk-In Weeks 
are scheduled for June 22-25, 
July 20-23, and Aug. 17-20. 

“Our admissions and 
financial aid staff members 
are always available to help 
guide prospective students 
through every step of the 
application process and apply 
for financial aid,” said Mark 
Hudgik, dean of recruitment, 

admissions and financial aid.  
A n y o n e  i n t e r e s t -

ed in starting this  sum-
mer  or  fall  can find more 
information at hcc.edu/admis-
sion  or by calling 413-552-
2321. 

To arrange a campus 
tour, please contact the HCC 
Admissions office at  admis-
sions@hcc.edu.

Museum hosts Mother’s Day Plant Sale
H O L Y O K E  – 

Wistariahurst Museum wel-
comes spring with the second 
annual Mother’s Day Market 
being held Saturday, May 2, 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. This event 
features a variety of vendors 
selling locally made prod-
ucts such as art, jewelry, and 
food. Vendors will be sta-
tioned indoors throughout 
the first floor of the museum. 
As guests shop and explore, 
the Brookline Trio will be 
playing live music for visi-
tors to enjoy. Guests are also 
welcome inside the Carriage 
House as well, where they 
can shop our gift shop, take 
photos in the carriage, and 
view the frog circus. 

During the event, visi-

tors can also participate in 
a free hands-on clay experi-
ence and cup exchange with 
Pots on Wheels. The Pots on 
Wheels truck will be parked 
in Wistariahurst’s driveway, 
ready for guests to come on 
board and get creative. Come 
make a cup and take a cup 
home! During the Mother’s 
Day Market from 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon, Wistariahurst’s 
gardeners will be hosting the 
first on-site plant sale of the 
season. Witariahurst has an 
array of annuals and peren-
nials to brighten up any gar-
den. Best of all, visitors can 
take home one plant for free 
thanks to Bank ESB, who is 
sponsoring this event. There 
is a limited supply of free 

plants, so make sure not to 
miss out. 

Wistariahurst Museum’s 
Mother’s Day Market offers 
something for everyone. 
From plans, to textile pieces 
and prints, vases, and home 
decor- you’re bound to find 
something your parent will 
love. This event is admis-
sion-free and open to the 
public, so that all can cele-
brate their beloved maternal 
figures.

Registration for this 
event is encouraged. Register 
on Wistariahurst’s Eventbrite 
page: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/2026-mothers-day-
market-and-plant-sale-tick-
ets-1985448051569? aff=od-
dtdtcreator&keep_tld=true

Best 
Pizza 

in
Town

You 
Ring 
We 

Bring213 South Street, Holyoke

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE

www.holyokepizza.com 

Holyoke Pizza
WE DELIVER!

DAILY SPECIALSDAILY SPECIALS
(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 .....$8.95 
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda .................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda ............................. $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda .................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda .................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ................... $15.50
10” Cheese Pizza ................................................$8.95 Each Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............... $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda ....................... $10.99

Dear Holyoke Pizza Team,

We are pleased to inform you that Holyoke Pizza has been officially recognized as the 
BEST of 2026 Holyoke Award Winner in the Pizza Restaurant category - an honor 
based on verified data from Google Reviews as analyzed and certified by Business rate 
provides intelligent ranking solutions and comprehensive review, management services 
to help local businesses thrive in competitive markets through data-driven insights and 
proven strategies. 

This recognition is part of the BusinessRate BEST of 2026 Awards, which identify 
local leaders in customer satisfaction, brand reputation, and service excellence. Your 
BusinessRate Score is a complete performance metric that combines all factors with a 
simple, easy-to-understand score. This comprehensive rating shows how your business 
ranks against local competitors. 

Congratulations again on this outstanding achievement; 
earned not by application or nomination, but by the 
authentic feedback of your own customers.

Warm regards,
Kyle Pittman
BEST of 2026 Holyoke Awards

Holyoke Pizza named ‘Best Pizza Holyoke Pizza named ‘Best Pizza 
Restaurant in Holyoke for 2026’Restaurant in Holyoke for 2026’ 413.532.6666

Submitted photos
The Holyoke High School theater department performed the Broadway production of ‘Mama Mia’ 
last weekend under the direction of music teacher Mark Todd.

Dancing QueensDancing Queens
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I am 79. My husband 

is also 79 and we both 
receive Social Security 
benefits. We were both 
married before and we 
married each other at the 
age of 58. Am I to under-
stand correctly that when 
either of us dies, the sur-
viving spouse is not eligi-
ble to collect the deceased 
spouse’s Social Security 
benefits? Please correct me 
if I am wrong. 

Signed: Curious Spouse

Dear Curious Spouse: 
A surviving spouse 

only gets one benefit - 
either their own SS retire-
ment amount, or their 
deceased spouse’s amount, 
whichever is more. So, the 
Social Security benefit that 
the deceased was receiv-
ing at death will be paid 
to the surviving spouse, 
replacing any smaller SS 
payment the survivor was 
already collecting. To be 
sure you are aware, the 
surviving spouse will also 
be eligible for a one-time 
lump sum death benefit of 
$255 (I know it isn’t much, 
but it should be claimed 
anyway). 

Also, unless the sur-
viving spouse was already 
receiving a spousal benefit 
while both partners were 
living, the surviving spouse 
will need to contact Social 
Security at 1-800-772-1213 
or at the local SS field 
office to make an appoint-
ment to apply for their sur-
vivor benefit.

One other thing to be 
aware of since you were 
both married before: if 
either of you die, and 
your first marriage lasted 
at least 10 years and your 
ex-spouse has also died, 
the surviving spouse will 
have a choice to collect a 
survivor benefit from either 
the ex-spouse or the most 

recently deceased spouse, 
whichever amount is more. 
But, again, you can only 
collect one benefit pay-
ment as a surviving spouse 
either from your ex-spouse 
or from your recently 
deceased spouse, whichev-
er benefit is higher.

FYI, survivor ben-
efits are a confusing area 
of Social Security, so you 
might also find informa-
tive this article I recently 
published, as it goes more 
deeply into surviving 
spouse benefits includ-
ing benefits for surviv-
ing minor children and 
surviving adult disabled 
children. Read the article 
titled “Demystifying Social 
Security Survivor Benefits” 
at www.amacfoundation.
o rg / d e m y s t i f y i n g - s o -
cial-security-survivor-ben-
efits/.  Of course, if you 
have any further questions, 
please contact us at 1-888-
750-2622 or email us at 
SSadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. There is never a 
fee for our services.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other govern-
mental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for infor-
mat ion  purposes  and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Ci t izens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.       

When a spouse dies 
will the other get a Social 
Security Survivor Benefit?

◗  Opinion

I was so looking for-
ward  to  l a s t 
Saturday,  a 

day in which I 
did not have 
to drive any-
where. I could 
simply stay 
put and work 
on getting the 
yard in shape.  

Boy,  was 
it a long winter, 
and there was proof 
of that no matter where I 
turned. 

Read on to learn which 
outdoor and indoor garden-
ing activities kept me busy.

First I decided to tackle 
the perennial and shrub bor-
ders that I walk by the most 
often. Half of the reason we 
garden is because we like to 
stand back in admiration, so 
I figured if I cleaned those 
up I’d have something to feel 
good about on my way to the 
car or the chicken coop.  

I leave many perennials 
standing through the winter, 
especially those with seed 
heads the birds might like to 
dine on.  

So, before I got out the 
rake, I went plant by plant 
with my hedge clippers, 
cutting the dead and brown 
stalks to about “fist” height 
from the ground. Hedge 
clippers make fast work of 
this task. After that came the 
rake, with which I careful-
ly cleaned the bed of matted 
leaves and the plant parts I 
just cut back. As I was work-
ing, I weeded out clover, and 

some perennial grasses that 
appeared within the bed, and 
although I am nowhere near 
ready to apply bark mulch, 
I got out the spade and did 
my best to put a crisp edge 
on the border with the lawn. 
Looking good.

While I was putting 
tools away I found (gasp) 
some hyacinth and daffodil 
bulbs that never got plant-
ed in the fall. I cannot even 
believe that there were green 
tips on these bulbs that sat in 
a empty pot in my unheated 
subarctic garden shed over 
the winter months.  

I  figured that  af ter 
that torture they deserved 
to be planted. I sunk them 
twice their height deep and 
watered them in. Say a 
prayer. 

My “Redbud garden” 
shares a stone wall with 
some thornless blackberry 
bushes. It may not have been 
smart on my account to have 
an ornamental garden oppo-
site plants that like to suck-
er like crazy but such is life 
when you want to squeeze 

in as many plants as you can 
into the space you’ve got…

Anyway, ten foot long 
canes jumped 
the wall into 
the bed where 

I have a few 
b u l b s  a n d 
biennials at 

the base of the 
Redbud.  

I was able to give 
the canes a strong 

yank and lo and behold 
I have three new blackberry 
bushes free for the taking. 
I separated them from the 
mother plant, potted them 
up and will delight a friend 
with them, just as my friend 
Kelly’s husband had done for 
me some years back.  

These berries are so 
wonderful. Even with a small 
patch I am always able to 
freeze a couple of quarts for 
use in the offseason. Yum!

With stems cut back, 
leaves raked, weeds and 
suckers removed and the 
beds given a crisp edge, I felt 
good enough about leaving 
outlying gardens for another 
day. It was time to turn my 
attention to tomato seedlings 
that had long since outgrown 
the seed packs the seeds 
were sown in the third week 
of March.  

Typically we transplant 
when the first true leaves 
form. I am maybe a week 
late.  

Carefully I lifted out 
the clumps of seedlings and 

If there’s one habit every 
d o c t o r  w i s h e s  y o u 
would break, it’s smok-

ing. Quitting significantly 
improves health and reduces 
the risk of diseases.

 And this is true no mat-
ter what age you are, from 
your 20s right into your 70s. 
While some older adults 
may believe it’s “too late” 
to change, evidence shows 
that about one-third of older 
adults who attend specialized 
clinics successfully quit and 
stay off cigarettes for at least 
a year.

Research has also found 
that even 75-year-olds who 
are able to stop cigarettes 
gain an average of one year 
of life expectancy. That’s one 
more year to do some of the 
things you enjoy, like visiting 
with grandchildren (and not 
being relegated to the patio to 
light up).

Besides life expectancy, 
other benefits for older quit-
ters are

• A lower risk of dis-
ease:  Older adults who quit 
have lower rates of death 
from heart attacks, strokes 
and cancer compared to those 
who continue to smoke. 

•  R e d u c e d  f r a i l -

ty:  Stopping smoking is 
associated with a lower 
degree of “frailty” (a mea-
sure of increased vulnerabil-
ity and weakness) over time, 
promoting healthier aging 
and better physical function. 

• Cognitive and sexu-
al health:  Quitting smoking 
can lead to improved brain 

function and has been shown 
to improve long-term sexual 
function recovery following 
procedures like prostate sur-
gery.

• Surgical success:  For 
older adults facing sur-
gery, quitting at least eight 
weeks prior can significantly 
decrease the risk of lung-re-
lated complications. If you 
can go eight weeks, you can 
keep going.

Quitting cigarettes is 
really, really hard because 
of the addictive properties 
of nicotine, which has been 
shown to boost dopamine 
in the reward circuits of the 
brain, but causes cravings 
and withdrawal symptoms 
when it’s stopped. This is 
true whether your source of 
nicotine is a cigarette or a 
vape.

Most adults who smoke 
say they want to quit. A 2022 

survey found that more than 
half of adult smokers tried 
to quit in the previous year. 
If you fall into that group, 
don’t go it alone, especially 
if smoking is a decades-long 
ingrained habit. Chances of 
success improve with support 
from doctors and family.

Support for smoking 
cessation is everywhere you 
look. The National Cancer 
Institute hosts a website, 
smokefree.gov, which is 
chock full of tips and tech-
niques to help you on your 
journey to becoming a for-
mer smoker.

For example, there’s 
guidance on nicotine replace-
ment therapy (NRT), which 
has been shown to increase 
the success rate, especially 
when several forms are used, 
such as a nicotine patch sup-

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor
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What I did last weekend in the garden

See GARDEN, page 6

See HEALTH, page 6

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Smoking cessation is beneficial at any age, tips on the beneifts of quitting
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By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Quabbin Reservoir is on 
display at the Massachusetts 
State House Senate Gallery.  
The exhibit, entitled “Quabbin 
– Yesterday and Today,”  is a 
photography collage of the 
Quabbin, which is a combi-
nation of old archival photos 
of the region as well as pho-
tos taken by local nature pho-
tographer and Friends of the 
Quabbin board member Ed 
Comeau.  

“It’s just amazing,” said 
Comeau as he reflected on the 
three pictures featured in the 
gallery that were taken by Bert 
Brooks, a well-known photog-
rapher from the 1800s.  “Back 
in those days, cameras were 
pretty substantial pieces of 
equipment.  Every day he was 
out walking around taking pic-
tures just like that of everyday 
life in the valley.”

The reservoir today is 
the largest unfiltered public 
water source in the region, 
supplying about 2.7 million 
people across Massachusetts 
with clean drinking water.  
The majority of the supply 
feeds into the metro Boston 
area; with Wilbraham, South 
Hadley, and Chicopee also 
getting their water from the 
reservoir.

The region is protect-
ed by a stewardship between 
the twelve towns that remain 
in the area, as well as the 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation’s Division of 
Water Supply Protection.  This 
partnership also protects thou-
sands of acres of open space, 
which are used for both public 
recreation and land conser-
vation.  Comeau’s main rea-
son for the exhibit is to raise 
legislative awareness.  While 
working with Senator Oliveira 
on “some quadrant related 
legislation,” Comeau saw an 
opportunity to educate Boston 
politicians on where their 
city’s drinking water comes 
from.

“Many people in Boston 
have no idea where their water 
comes from,” said Comeau.  
“So I said, well, what if we 
had some sort of exhib-
it at the State House to edu-
cate the other senators from 
the Boston area about the 
Quabbin?”

The Quabbin was con-
structed between the years 
of 1930 and 1946 through 
the damming and intention-
al flooding the Swift River 
Valley.  Four towns, Dana, 
Enfield, Greenwich, and 
Prescott, were flooded for the 

sake of the project.  The clear-
ing of the valley moved and 
razed town buildings, as well 
as relocated over two thou-
sand five hundred residents 
through eminent domain land 
reclamation.

“The whole thing is very 
well documented because they 
had teams going out and just 
taking photographs of every-
thing,” explained Comeau.  

Comeau also explained 
that a massive tunnel was 
dug between the Quabbin 
and Wahusett reservoirs, a 
key engineering project when 
developing the region.  The 
stark contrast captured in the 
exhibit between the modern 
day area and the valley before 
the project is striking.  The 
exhibit includes snapshots 
of past everyday life in the 
Quabbin.  From a young boy 
displaying a caught fish to a 
group of children returning 
home from school, the archi-
val photos offer a rare glimpse 

into the valley’s past.
“We didn’t want it just 

to be a nice collection of nice 
photos of the Quabbin,” said 
Comeau on his intent.  “The 
idea is for them to be educa-
tional in nature too.  Senator 
Oliveira chose my photos to 
be there for the month of April 
and I’m extremely grateful to 
him.”

The exhibit includes 
photos of regional wildlife, 
landscape portraits of the res-
ervoir itself, and slice of life 
pictures taken from the region.  
The exhibit will be hosted 
throughout April and May 
at the Massachusetts Senate 
Gallery located in the State 
House in Boston.  A virtual 
tour of the exhibit may also 
be accessed on photographer 
Ed Comeau’s website at www.
ComeauPhotography.com/
StateHouseExhibit and was 
possible by a Mass Cultural 
Council grant to the Friends of 
the Quabbin.. 

Spring clean up is for the birds
SPRINGFIELD – This 

Earth Day, the Allen Bird 
Club of Springfield offers 
tips to make your spring yard 
cleanup beneficial for birds. 

• Clean out any bird 
houses on your property. A 
mouse may have moved in 
over the winter. If the house 
was used last year, remove 
old nesting material. It could 
harbor parasites detrimental 
to new nestlings.

•  We s t e rn  M a s s ’s 
Ruby-throated Humming-
birds typically return in 
late April or early May. 
Be ready for these fairy-like 
wonders by cleaning your 
hummingbird feeders with 
hot water (no soap). Fill with 
a cooled solution of ¼ cup 
refined white sugar fully 
dissolved in 1 cup boiling 
water. Clean twice weekly 
thereafter.

• In warm weather, 
feed birds not bears. In 
place of bird feeders, plant 
native plants, trees, and 
shrubs that produce nectar, 
seeds, or fruit. These natu-
ral food sources will attract 
birds to your yard year 
round.

• In addition to plant-
ing native plants, learn to 
tolerate caterpillars. Birds 
rely heavily on caterpillars to 
rear their young. Many cater-
pillars require specific, native 

plants to survive. A yard 
without native plants means 
fewer caterpillars and fewer 
birds.

• Get lazy about your 
lawn. Perfect lawns are the 
“empty calories” of the eco-
system. By letting go of a 
green-carpet ideal, you’ll add 
color to your landscape by 
allowing dandelions, violets, 
and white clover to decorate 
your grass. More important, 
these “weeds” feed polli-
nators which, in turn, feed 
birds.

• Offer a water source. 
Maintaining a clean, fresh 
water source in your yard 
will make birds frequent vis-
itors, especially on dry sum-
mer days.

• Keep chemicals on 
the shelf. Rather than being 
upset at signs of insects eat-
ing your plants, just remind 
yourself that the plants are 
doing their job—taking ener-
gy from the sun and channel-
ing it to the next layer of the 
food web. Remember, birds 
are part of that food web - 
and so are we.

The Allen Bird Club is 
a nonprofit organization ded-
icated to bringing Greater 
Springfield area birders 
together since 1912. 

Fo r  more  i n fo rma-
tion, please visit  www.
AllenBirdClub.org.

‘The Victorian Lady’ presents Fan Language
H O L Y O K E  – 

Wistariahurst Museum is 
excited to welcome historic 
performer Kandie Carle- The 
Victorian Lady- for a pre-
sentation on fan language 
in the Victorian era. This 
performance is scheduled 
during the opening reception 
of the exhibit Fans, Fashion, 
and Feminism. This exhibit 
showcases Wistariahurst’s 
collection of hand fans and 
garments from the Victorian 
era to the early 20th century. 
Carle’s performance will add 
to the narrative of this exhib-
it, showing visitors the secret 
language of the Victorian 
hand fan.

Kandie Carle has been 
working in the theatre for 
over 35 years as an actress, 
dancer, singer, and direc-

tor, throughout the US and 
abroad. She has experience 
both on stage and research-
ing social history and fash-
ion. Ms. Carle is based in 
East Haddam, CT, and serves 
as the Producing Artistic 
Director of the East Haddam 
Stage Company. She also 
tours throughout the country 
as The Victorian Lady.

Car le  c rea ted  The 
Victorian Lady to share her 
passion for history, culture, 
and social reflection. She 
has performed at venues 
including historical societies 
throughout New England and 
beyond, as well as numerous 
house museums, universities, 
libraries, churches, and many 
other public and private orga-
nizations.

Her presentation is 

not a fashion show; rather, 
Carle dresses from corset to 
gloves, in authentic as well 
as reproduction garments 
she has made herself, taking 
her audience on a journey of 
discovery by using clothing 
and accessories as a 
tool to reflect the era. 
During her presenta-
tion at Wistariahurst, 
she will be dressed 
in 1890s Gilded 
Age fashion.

Throughout 
the presentation, 
she will share 
insights into the 
fashion, life-
style, manners, 
and etiquette 
o f  m e n , 
w o m e n , 
a n d  c h i l -

dren. The performance is full 
of audience interaction and 
is geared toward audience 
members of all ages.

Join The Victorian 
Lady at Wistariahurst 
Museum on Tuesday, 
Apr. 21 at 5:30 p.m. 
This one-hour long 
performance will 
occur during the 
opening reception 

of Fans, Fashion, 
and Feminism. Visit 

Wistariahurst before the 
performance as early as 4:30 
p.m. to explore the exhib-
it. This program is funded 
in part by a grant from the 
Holyoke Local Cultural 
Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported 
by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Local photographer’s exhibit on display at State House
 In The News ◗

Workers loaded muck cars bottom of shaft #2 depicted during the project showcase the amount of 
work performed to create the Quabbin Reservoir.

Local fisherman keep the tradition alive in the valley.

A vintage photo taken by Bert 
Brooks shows a boy with a 
fresh caught fish. Charming vistas bring the region to life.

Local natural wildlife is on display as part of the Quabbin Reservoir 
Exhibit.

Harmony House hosts All-You-Can-Eat Pizza fundraiser
CHICOPEE – Local 

nonprofit Harmony House 
of Western Massachusetts 
invites the community to 
its upcoming Pizza for 
a Purpose fundraiser on 
Thursday, April 23 from 
5 to 8 p.m. at View Street 
Tavern, 92 View Street in 
Chicopee.

This family-friendly 

event will directly support 
Harmony House’s mission 
of providing a home with 
compassionate end-of-life 
care and companionship to 
hospice patients in need. 
Guests can enjoy all-you-
can-eat pizza, along with 
raffles, a cash bar with local 
celebrity bartenders, and a 
50/50 drawing.

Tickets are $20 for 
adults, $10 for children ages 
3–17, and free for children 2 
and under. 

Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door or online 
in advance. View Street 
Tavern is generously donat-
ing the pizza and space for 
this event, ensuring that 
funds raised directly support 

Harmony House and its res-
idents. 

Harmony House is 
seeking additional spon-
sors  to  he lp  meet  i t s 
fundraising goal .  Visi t 
HarmonyHouseWMA.org/
PizzaNight to purchase tick-
ets, become a sponsor, or 
learn more about the event 
and the nonprofit.



 6   •   APRIL 17, 2026   •   The Holyoke Sun

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Greek goddess of marriage
  5. Tropical American blue 

jay-like bird
 10. Abba __, Israeli politician
 14. Dark olive black
 15. Light, crinkled fabric
 16. Notre Dame has a golden 

one
 17. Leaked blood
 18. Confronted
 19. Negligible amount
 20. Facilitated
 22. Hill or rocky peak
 23. Minneapolis suburb
 24. Songs to one’s beloved
 27. Brake horsepower
 30. Angry
 31. Children’s game
 32. Spelling is a type of one
 35. Obtained in return for 

labor
 37. Indicates center
 38. Chinese dynasty
 39. Old World buffaloes
 40. Slang for time off

 41. Fabric
 42. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
 43. Defunct regional economic 

organization
 44. Philly footballers
 45. Female sibling
 46. Peter Griffin’s daughter
 47. Digital audiotape
 48. Insecticide
 49. Scientific instrument
 52. Pages may be dog-__
 55. Israeli city __ Aviv
 56. Type of sword
 60. Middle Eastern military 

title
 61. Wise individuals
 63. French Polynesian island 

Bora __
 64. Popular shoe type
 65. One of 50
 66. Divulge a secret
 67. Dish of cooked meat 

mixed with potatoes
 68. Actress Zellweger
 69. Romanian city

CLUES DOWN
  1. Greek cupbearer of the Gods
  2. Ancient Syrian city
  3. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
  4. Range of mountains
  5. One thousand cubic feet 

(abbr.)
  6. Spoke
  7. City in Georgia
  8. Theatrical
  9. CNN’s founder
 10. Icelandic poems
 11. Bjorn __, tennis player
 12. Bowfin genus
 13. One point north of northeast
 21. Political divisions in ancient 

Greece
 23. Electroencephalograph
 25. Cool!
 26. Male parent
 27. Where some gymnasts 

work
 28. Capital of Vietnam
 29. Sailboats
 32. Shelter (Scottish)
 33. Completed

 34. Discharge
 36. Arrest
 37. Partner to cheese
 38. Coffee receptacle
 40. Stagnate
 41. Satisfies
 43. Snakelike fish
 44. Consume food
 46. Type of school
 47. Erase
 49. Inform
 50. Girl’s given name
 51. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 

congregation
 52. Every one of two or more 

things
 53. Northern India city
 54. Seventeenth stars in a 

constellation
 57. Weapon
 58. Amounts of time
 59. Isodor __, American Nobel 

physicist
 61. Soviet Socialist Republic
 62. Witness

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

 In The News ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

First Lutheran Church
1810 Northampton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
Every Sunday at 9 a.m.

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

plemented by lozenges or 
gum. Some studies suggest 
that older adults may actual-
ly have higher success rates 
using NRT compared to 
younger smokers.

You can also find apps, 
texting and social media sites 
that offer support, along with 
how to build a quit plan.

Medicare wants you 
to quit smoking, too. After 
all, it will save them money. 
Medicare covers counseling 
sessions to help you stop 

smoking under Part B, allow-
ing up to eight sessions every 
12 months at no cost if your 
provider accepts Medicare. 
Additionally, Medicare Part 
D covers certain prescription 
medications to assist with 
smoking cessation.

Medicare Advantage 
Plans are required to cover 
counseling and some medica-
tions as well, though benefits 
vary by plan.

Here in Massachusetts, 
1 - 8 0 0 - Q U I T- N O W  i s 
Massachusetts’ tobacco and 
nicotine Quitline, where you 

can connect to a free trained 
quit coach by phone or line. 
They share 

strategies to curb crav-
ings, handle life’s big and 
small stresses and tackle. You 
can track your progress and 
learn how to access free NRT 
supplies.

Talking to your health-
care provider is also import-
ant, both as a source of sup-
port and advice on using 
certain prescription medica-
tions to curb smoking such 
as varenicline (Chantix). This 
medication can be used by 

older adults, but caution is 
advised because of a higher 
likelihood of age-related kid-
ney issues. Your doctor may 
also recommend cognitive 
behavior therapy (CBT).

What does a quit plan 
look like? Pick a date you’re 
going to quit and rid the 
house of cigarettes, ashtrays 
and other smoking parapher-
nalia. You might need to take 
some things to the dry clean-
er to get the cigarette smell 
out. Tell everyone that you’ve 
made a quit plan and you 
need their help. 

Be proud of what you’re 
accomplishing! Let peo-
ple know when you’ve been 
smoke-free for a week, a 
month, a year. If you do hap-
pen to light up, don’t give up. 
Tomorrow is another day.

And you may have more 
tomorrows when you’ve 
become an ex-smoker. Good 
luck!

T e r i  ( D r e h e r ) 
Frykenberg, R.N., a regis-
tered nurse and board-cer-
t i fied patient  advocate, 
is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.

com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates.   A Monson, 
MA resident, she is the 
author of “How to Be a 
Healthcare Advocate for 
Yoursel f  & Your Loved 
Ones” and her new book, 
“Advocating Well: Strategies 
for Finding Strength and 
Understanding in Health 
Care,” available at Amazon.
com.   Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone 
consultation.

HEALTH, from page 4

gently pried the roots apart. 
Tomato seedlings can be 
sunk deeply, almost up to 
their leaves; new roots will 
form on the stems.  

After a gentle watering 
they will go back under the 
grow lights they until they 
are big enough to be moved 
from the six packs to a four 
inch pot. Probably by May 1. 

What is next on the 
agenda? Next  weekend 
I have to assess my potato 
patch. I’ll probably pull up 
old red raspberry canes near-
by to expand the bed. 

Blueberry bushes need 
some fertilizer. Asparagus 
could use lime and compost, 
probably some weeding as 
well. 

There is never a dull 
moment this time of year, 
and I am not sure I’d want it 

any other way.
Roberta McQuaid grad-

uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@tur-
ley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 

GARDEN, from page 4

city’s complete infrastruc-
ture needs at this time.

The MSBA now has 
Holyoke’s SOI. The school 
district is expecting a deci-
sion sometime early next 
year. If the project is accept-
ed, Holyoke would then 
need to decide whether to 
enter a 6-9 month eligibility 
period that would include a 
number of steps that include 
appropriating funding for 
a feasibility assessment. A 
feasibility study is estimated 
to be $2 million, of which 
Holyoke would be respon-
sible for 20% of the cost, or 
an estimated $400,000.

I f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s 
approved and Holyoke 
decides to proceed, the ear-
liest that renovations or con-
struction of a new school 
could be completed would 
be fall 2033. If Lawrence 
School became a mid-
dle school, then Sullivan 
Middle School would be 
transformed into an ele-
mentary school, and the dis-
trict would need to redraw 
school boundary lines for a 
portion of the city.

The improvements to 
the various school buildings 
in the city have been done 
with reconfiguration of the 
grade levels also taking 
place.

flowing dumpsters. This 
enforcement also highlights 
and augments enforcement 
of nuisance properties. 
These are vacant and blight-
ed properties/buildings that 
attract trespassers and other 
unlawful activities.

When a violation is 
observed, Squad members 
post or send a notice. If 
the notice is not complied 
with, fines are issued to the 
property owner or permit 
holder. The amount of the 
fine varies, however, most 
violations written up incur 
a $100 fine, per city ordi-
nance. 

the same time, the Interim 
Auditor and Tj Plante are 
working with the Treasurer 
to update the city’s revenue 
receipts so we can fore-
cast our anticipated budget 
parameters based on our 
available revenue sources. 
Once the Mayor know what 
the funding limits are, at 
that time he will be work-
ing with departments to cut 
back on their requests in the 
attempt to have the budget 
balanced before presented 
to the City Council. More 
details to follow soon.

By now, the mayor has 
met one-on-one with most 
of the City Councilor’s to 
go over their own prior-
ities. His goal in this pro-
cess with Councilors is to 
understand what the neigh-
borhood expectations are 
citywide in their perspec-
tive and also see where the 
Councilor’s share overlap 
in their respective priorities. 
This information helps him 
make sure that as we work 
with the departments with 
crafting the budget, that 
we get close as we are able 

to help achieve the shared 
objectives we have across 
the city.

Audit and 
Accountability Update

Over the past  sev-
eral months, the City of 
Holyoke has been making 
steady, measurable progress 
in strengthening our finan-
cial systems and completing 
overdue audits, maintaining 
the mayor’s commitment 
from when he first started 
office. This work is 
important in so 
m a n y  w a y s 
and confront-
i n g  t h e s e 
long-stand-
ing chal-
l e n g e s 
h e a d - o n 
c o n t i n u e s 
t o  be  t he 
a d m i n i s t r a -
tion’s top prior-
ity.

Beyond  jus t  our 
monthly finance team meet-
ings, we also have weekly 
coordination meetings to 
assess the progress on clos-
ing our audits. The team 
in these weekly meetings 
includes the mayor, local 

finance staff, City Council 
President, state partners 
from the Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue 
Division of Local Services, 
and external experts includ-
ing CliftonLarsonAllen, 
CBIZ, Open Architects, and 
Mass MuniFin Inc.

The city’s priority is 
straightforward, and the 
administration appreciates 
the support of the public 
who has understood what 

needs to be done in 
order to get the 

c i ty ’s  20+ 
y e a r s  o f 
fiscal dis-
o r g a n i -
zation in 
order to 
improve 
how we 

p r o t e c t 
resources , 

reduce liabil-
ities, and maxi-

mize on our potential 
to invest in the services the 
public deserves.

On the city’s website, 
you can look up several 
updates on the city’s prog-
ress to update the finances 
dating back to FY2023.

SCHOOL, from page 1 SQUAD, from page 1BUDGET, from page 1

teaching and learning, lever-
aging data to inform instruc-
tion, and implementing sys-
tems that support student 
belonging, attendance, and 
family engagement,” Mr. 
Soto added. 

Carrie is thrilled to 
continue his leadership as 
Morgan School’s new prin-

cipal. He recognizes the 
importance of building sys-
tems that support both aca-
demic and social-emotional 
growth and having a mind-
set of continuous improve-
ment. 

“The Morgan communi-
ty is very special, and I look 
forward to working with our 
students, families, and staff 
to continue to foster a strong 

sense of belonging,” he said.  
Carrie holds a master of 

education in special educa-
tion and a bachelor’s degree 
in youth development from 
Springfield College. In his 
free time, he enjoys spend-
ing time with family and 
friends, traveling, cook-
ing, and time with his two 
goldendoodles, Oliver and 
Olivia.

CARRIE, from page 1
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HOLYOKE – Cougars 
baseball batted their way 
to an 11-1 home win on 
Monday Apr. 6, defeat-
ing non-regional opposi-
tion Great Bay CC (NH). 
Holyoke was strong at the 
plate, racking up their 11 
runs by the seventh inning 
and ending the game early 
by amassing a ten-run lead.

X a v i o n 
Maldonado  (Chicopee, 
MA / Chicopee HS)  led the 
charge for the Cougars, hit-
ting 3 for 5 from the plate. 
Maldonado drove in four 
RBIs and scored a run. 
Elijah Villanueva  (Stamford, 
CT /  AITE HS)   and 
Nathan Kaczuwka  (Ware, 
MA / Ware HS)  both hit 
2 for 3, with Villanueva 
scor ing two runs  and 
Kaczuwka one.  Gavin 
Williams  (Chicopee, MA / 
Chicopee Comprehensive 
HS)  earned the win, pitch-
ing five innings, and Zack 
Oldenburg  (Chicopee, MA 
/ Chicopee HS)  entered in 
relief to earn the save. The 
pair combined to throw five 
strikeouts.

M e n ’ s  b a s e b a l l 
improves 
t h e i r 
ove ra l l 
r e c o r d 
to 5-11. 
They are 
3-2 in the 
region. 

Holyoke softball falls to 0-3
HOLYOKE –  Las t 

week, the Holyoke High 
School softball team suf-
fered a pair of losses, falling 
to Granby and Southwick 
by a combined score of 
44-1. The Knights found 
themselves blown out of 
both games early. Holyoke 
searches for its first win on 
Apr. 17 at Mt. Everett at 
4:30 p.m.

Cougars 
cruise 
to home 
victory

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com
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SPORTSSPORTS

Aiden Robinson sends a pitch to the plate for the Knights.

Ryan Greaney looks to flip the ball to first.
Jeremy Francisco pops the ball foul.Carter Felsentreger takes a lead off first base.

Justin Rivera gets a base hit for the Knights.     Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Knights shut out PacersKnights shut out Pacers

Kiersten St. Lawrence swings and makes contact.

Bella Lachat runs for first base.
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Alo Colon tries to pick up the short hop.
Leon Tapion sends a pitch to the plate.

Above, 
Zomaris Robles 

smothers the 
ground ball to 

third base.

HOLYOKE –  Las t 
Thursday afternoon, Holyoke 
High School baseball defeat-
ed Chicopee 10-0 in a five-in-
ning mercy-rule shortened 
game. For the Knights, who 
scored in each of the first 
four innings to finish the 

game off early, Nolan Judd 
had two hits and two RBI. 
Jeremy Francisco had a 2-for-
2 day with an RBI and a run 
scored. Aiden Robinson and 
Carter Felsentreger had two 
runs scored each. Holyoke is 
now 4-1 on the season.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall 
clean-ups, mulching, pruning. 

Serving parts of Hampden 
and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

 

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

TUNE-UPS

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. 
Champion Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 
30 years experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/
shots. Now $1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND 
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING 

FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and 
product manufacturing positions. Duties 
include assisting with plant care, trimming, 
cleaning, product manufacturing and other 
general tasks within the facility.
Start Date: Within the next few weeks to 
months
Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges 
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21 
or older and eligible to work in the United 
States. Background checks are required 
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email 
holyokewilds9@gmail.com 

with their contact information 
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.

For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org

or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for 
a part-time Program Assistant for 
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North 
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to 
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER 
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting 
in landscape maintenance and installation 
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape, 
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2 
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No 
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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Holyoke 
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Meeting

Pursuant to MGL Chap. 131 
§40 and the Holyoke Wetlands 
Ordinance, the Holyoke Con-
servation Commission will hold 
a Public Meeting on Thurs-
day April 23rd, 2026 at 6:15 
p.m. remotely via zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89
934115730?pwd=Lub32w5G
4BBZZqjea7r4wDj3ZRPl0e.1 to 
review a Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability filed by 
Hilda Roque for the creation of 
a rain garden at 24 Jones Ferry 
Road (MBP: 118-00-013) within 
the 200-foot Riverfront Area and 
100-foot Buffer Zone to Border-
ing Vegetated Wetland.

Signed,
Jeffery Horan, Chairperson

04/17/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD26P0749GD
In the matter of: 
Peter Bruneau 

Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 

OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED PERSON 

PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by Valley 
Springs Behavioral Health H of 
Holyoke, MA in the above cap-
tioned matter alleging that Peter 
Bruneau is in need of a Guardian 
and requesting that (or some oth-
er suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance at 
this court on or before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return date of 05/07/2026. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written ap-
pearance by the return date, ac-
tion may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written ap-
pearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-

ing may limit or completely 

take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Any-
one may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named per-
son. If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, one may 
be appointed at State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 08, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/17/2026

CITY OF HOLYOKE, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

REQUEST
FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
(RFQ) Engineering Design

Services RFQ 2026 
La Placita Project 

290 Main Street, Holyoke
The City of Holyoke, Massa-

chusetts, through its Purchasing 
Department, is requesting State-
ments of Qualifications (SOQ) 
from qualified engineering firms 
to provide professional engi-
neering design services for the 
La Placita Project located at 290 
Main Street in downtown Holy-
oke. This procurement is con-
ducted in accordance with Mas-
sachusetts General LawsChapter 
30B.The project area includes:

• A municipally-owned park-
ing lot located at 290 Main Street

• An adjacent section of Spring 
Street intended to support pro-
gramming and potential tempo-
rary or periodic closure. 

Approximate dimensions: .48 
Acre Parcel ID # 030-05-015. 
The City of Holyoke is develop-
ing the La Placita Project, a com-
munity-centered public space 
intended to serve as a culturally 
representative gathering area in 
the downtown Main Street cor-
ridor. The project seeks to trans-
form an underutilized municipal 
parking lot and adjacent street 
segment into a flexible public pla-
za that supports community gath-
ering, cultural expression, and 
economic activity. An initial con-
ceptual design has already been 
developed. The City is seeking a 
qualified engineering consultant 
to translate the concept into de-
tailed engineering plans suitable 
for permitting and construction. 
Interested respondents can re-
quest documents electronically 
from morrowj@holyoke.org 
starting on 4/13/2026. 

A non-madatory hightly rec-
comended site visit will be held 
on 4/21/2026 @ 10am at the site, 
290 Main Street, Holyoke, MA 
01040. 

Qualification submissions 
will be received until 2:00 PM 
on 4/30/2026.    

We will not accept late sub-
missions. Submissions are to be 
emailed to morrowj@holyoke.
com and please use “SUBMIS-
SION RFQ 2026-41 LA PLAC-
ITA” in the subject line. 

The city reserves the right to 
reject any and all submissions 
if in the citys best interest. This 
project is being supported us-
ing Federal Funds. Respondents 

must be eligible to receive Feder-
al Funds and will be verified for 
their eligibility. 
04/17/2026

Holyoke 
Conservation Commission
Pursuant to MGL Chap. 

131 §40 and the Holyoke Wet-
lands Ordinance, the Holy-
oke Conservation Commission 
will hold a Public Meeting on 
Thursday April 23rd, 2026 at 
6:15 p.m. remotely via zoom 
at https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/89934115730?pwd=Lub32w
5G4BBZZqjea7r4wDj3ZRPl0e.1 
to review a Request for Deter-
mination of Applicability filed 
by MassDOT District 2 for veg-
etation maintenance, pavement 
preservation, and adjustments 
and repairs to existing drainage 
structures within the State High-
way Layout in Holyoke, MA. The 
proposed project includes work 
within the 200-foot Riverfront 
Area, Buffer Zone to Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands, and Border-
ing Land Subject to Flooding. 

Signed,
Jeffery Horan, Chairperson 

04/17/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD10P0727PM

In the interests of 
Elba Rosario 

Of: Holyoke, MA  
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF  PETITION FOR 
RESIGNATION OF A 

CONSERVATOR
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Kari M Nykorchuk of 
Northampton, MA in the above 
captioned matter requesting that 
the court:

Accept the Resignation of the 
Conservator of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that the 
Guardian and/or Conservator 
should be allowed to resign; 
or should be removed for good 
cause; or that the Guardianship 

and/or Conservatorship is no 
longer necessary and therefore 
should be terminated. The orig-
inal petition is on file with the 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. lf you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of 04/29/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in thls matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court
Date: April 01, 2026 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/17/2026

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Swinging Bridges
Auction Company Lic #2755
A Public Auction will be held 

04/25/2026. Unclaimed items to 
be sold at 9 A.M. Pawn Depot 
Inc., 448 Appleton St., Holyoke, 
MA 01040. 20% buyers fee, 
6.25% MA Sales Tax. 
04/10, 04/17/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD10P0274GD

In the interests of 
Elba Rosario 

Of: Holyoke, MA  
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF  PETITION FOR 
RESIGNATION OF A 
GUARDIAN OF AN 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Kari M Nykorchuk of 
Northampton, MA in the above 
captioned matter requesting that 
the court:

Accept the Resignation of the 
Guardian of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that the 
Guardian and/or Conservator 
should be allowed to resign; 
or should be removed for good 
cause; or that the Guardianship 
and/or Conservatorship is no 
longer necessary and therefore 
should be terminated. The orig-
inal petition is on file with the 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. lf you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of 04/29/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in thls matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 

one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court
Date: April 01, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/17/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee of 
the Holyoke City Council will 
hold a public hearing to hear a 
special permit application of Riv-
erside Cannabis for a cultivation 
facility at 1 Cabot Street (048-01-
010). Public hearing will be held 
on Tuesday, April 28th, 2026 at 
6:30pm at Holyoke City Hall 536 
Dwight St and can be accessed 
remotely via zoom.us Meeting ID 
814 2916 9049 Meeting Passcode 
749060 or by call in at 1-646-558-
8656 with same Meeting ID and 
Passcode. For a copy of the appli-
cation or to provide comments to 
the Ordinance Committee, please 
contact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org or 
by phone 413-322-5525. 

Ordinance Chair, 
Meg Magrath-Smith 

04/10, 04/17/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a Special 
permit application of Wrights 
Block LLC at 106-120 High St 
(013-01-006) to reconstruct a 
non-conforming structure to built 
two egress staircases at the rear 
for the commercial storefront 
units into the rear alleyway in 
footprint of existing staircases 
per 4.7.3. Hearing will take place 
on Monday, April 27, 2026 at 
6:30 pm at Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St and can be ac-
cessed remotely via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID 864 2739 0225 
Meeting Passcode 652755 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 
same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
For a copy of the application or 
to provide comments, please 
contact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org or 
by phone 413-322-5525. 

DGR Chair, Richard Purcell 
04/10, 04/17/2026

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke SunPublic Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to  
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE 

in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message.

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION MAY 29th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
wdelcamp@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, 

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3  Black & White Grad Ad

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love, Mom & Dad

SAMPLE
SAMPLECongratulate            GraduateCongratulate            Graduate

SPECIAL! 
$55.00

Your

 Public Notices ◗
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WESTFIELD – Join 
us for a magical open-
ing weekend at Stanley 
Park’s Whimsical  Fairy 
Walk, where creativity and 
the beauty of nature come 
together in an enchant-
ing outdoor experience. 
This family-friendly event 
invites visitors of all ages to 
stroll through the Woodland 
Wildflower Garden, where 
charming fairy houses line 
the path and lead to the 
Enchanted Oak Tree.

Handcrafted by dedicat-
ed volunteer builders, these 
whimsical fairy and gnome 
homes are made from nat-

ural materials, encouraging 
a deeper appreciation for 
nature while sparking imagi-
nation and wonder.

Guests can enjoy deli-
cious offerings from The Pit 
Stop BBQ and What’s Your 
Brew food trucks, which will 
be on site both days serving 
a variety of food and bever-
ages.

Peacock’s Nest Studio 
will also be in attendance 
throughout the weekend, 
offering face painting with 
a variety of design options 
available for purchase. In 
addition, Stanley Park will 
offer Fairy Hair Extensions 

for a $5 donation, which 
includes two extensions 
available in a variety of color, 
perfect for adding a touch of 
magic to your visit.

Arts and crafts activi-
ties will be available in the 
Beveridge Pavilion both 
days, providing an opportu-
nity for attendees to create 
their own magical keepsakes.

There is still time to 
be part of the magic. Those 
interested in sponsoring the 
event or building a fairy or 
gnome house are encouraged 
to register by emailing devel-
opment@stanleypark.org.

 Register at TJOFoundation.org

May 2, 2026 • 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Fountain Park, 883 Tinkham Road, Wilbraham

A community event to raise funds for TJO Animals in need. 
Fun family activities and goodies for the pups.

Their Second Chance Begins With You!

Not all superheroes wear capes. Some wear sneakers. Some have paws.

To Benefit The Foundation 
for TJO Animals

The Jack Rome Memorial 
5K & Fun Walk

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us 
Your Community 
Summer Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Summer event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Summer Fest Supplement 

which will be published June 3, 2026. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 

is May 6.

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

◗  In The News

Submitted photo
Spring flowers like this sunny daffodil seemed to have sprung 
into full bloom overnight.

Spring has sprungSpring has sprung

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Remembering Together: A 
Dinner & Conversation on 
Memory Loss will be held on 
Thursday, May 7 at 4 p.m. at 
the Senior Center.

Insight and guidance on 
supporting loved ones who 
are experiencing memo-
ry loss will be the focus of 
this valuable and informative 
program being hosted at the 
Senior Center. A short docu-
mentary titled “Taking Care, 
The Legacies We’ll Accept, 
And Those We Won’t” will 

be shown during the meal, 
followed by an engaging 
panel discussion focused 
on understanding memory 
loss and conditions such as 
Alzheimer’s and other forms 
of dementia. Cost is $5, pay-
able upon registration at the 
Senior Center. Meal includes 
chicken & broccoli penne in 
garlic & olive oil, salad, rolls, 
dessert, and beverage. RSVP 
by May 1. All are welcome. 
This program is sponsored 
by the Friends of the South 
Hadley Seniors.

Memory Loss conversation at 
South Hadley Senior Center

Stanley Park announces Whimsical Fairy Walk

CHICOPEE 
– Join us for an 
inspir ing ta lk 
at  the Arbors 
of Chicopee on 
Tuesday, Apr. 28 
at 6 p.m. with 
Sean Terwilliger. 

This event 
i s  f r e e  a n d 
o p e n  t o  t h e 
p u b l i c .   S e a n 
Terwil l iger,  a 
former technology leader 
and teacher, will share his 
own inspiring story about 
how being diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s led to writing, 
advocacy and a sense of 
purpose. 

Learn about how his 

experiences with 
clinical  tr ials , 
newly approved 
medications and 
lifestyle change 
led to his belief 
tha t  he  could 
outpace the pro-
gression of the 
d i s e a s e ,  a n d 
how he is now 
a n  a d v o c a t e 
through founda-

tions like the Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s.

This event is free and 
open to the public, but 
space is limited. 

Please RSVP by call-
ing or texting 413-530-
5916 to reserve your spot.

Arbors of Chicopee hosting 
talks with Sean Terwillger

Sean Terwilliger

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

Send resume 

& cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications is a 
locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

➤ Do you want to work in your 
community helping local businesses 
connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting 
local journalism, which tells the 
unique stories of our communities? 

➤ You must be a self-starter with 
excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer 
skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Now Hiring!
Advertising Sales       Representative

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume 
an established territory with a portfolio of customers.


