
By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent

HOLYOKE – The city 
hosted this year’s Colleen 
Gathering at the Wyckoff 
Country Club on Sunday, 
March 8. 

The gather ing fea-
tured the 2026 Colleens and 
their courts from Holyoke, 
Chicopee, Agawam, West 
Springfield, Springfield and 
Westfield, along with the 
2026 award recipients from 
the surrounding communi-
ties. Festivities included a 
luncheon, raffles, and per-
formances from the Black 
Rose Academy of Irish 
Dance,  along with the 
Colleens and their courts, 
who also got to show off 
their Irish step dance moves. 

Before the presentation 
kicked off, remarks were 
provided by Dave Haslam, 
a member of the Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Day Committee 
and chairman for  th is 
year’s Colleen Gathering, 
along with 2026 Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee President Jim 
Wildman, who offered a bit 
of insight into the behind-
the-scenes process of the 
event and revealed that every 
year, the parade president of 
the St. Patrick’s Committee 
of Holyoke selects a city to 
host the Colleen Gathering 
in early March. 

“Normal ly,  we  t ry 
to set this up throughout 
the regionals every year 
and have it be different,” 

Wildman said. “And it’s 
always a great day. It brings 
all the Colleens and all the 
committees together, and it 
gets them all in one place, 
and lets them just have a 
day of fun and relaxation, 
before the next two weeks, 
which get really busy and 
hectic leading up to the 
parade weekend. I’m also 
looking forward to enjoy-
ing the Parade, and just get-
ting ready for the lead up to 
things, it’s great to see the 
weather getting better, and 
can’t wait for the parade 
weekend.”

Assemble 
the Colleens 

Every Colleen and their 

courts introduced them-
selves to the attendees, 
and first to kick off was 
the Holyoke contingent, 
which was led by the 2026 
Grand Colleen Jadyn Lois 
Christie, who touched upon 
the importance of the gath-
ering, while celebrating her 
Irish heritage, and previewed 
what she was looking for-
ward to on Parade day. 

Holyoke
“I felt today’s event 

went so well, and bringing 
all the communities togeth-
er, and getting to dance, and 
hang out with everyone was 
just incredible to be a part 
of and watch,” Christie said. 
“As Grand Colleen, it’s such 

an incredible honor getting 
to represent my Irish ances-
tors, and to ensure their his-
tory is always remembered, 
is just a special moment to 
reflect on.” 

She also brought focus 
to the inclusion of the new 
Sensory Street addition to 
the parade. 

“I’m really looking 
forward to seeing how the 
Sensory Street designated 
area is in action, because 
it’s such a great concept, 
which will invite so many 
new faces and families who 
haven’t had the opportunity 
to come to the parade due 
to other intellectual disabil-
ities, and it’s just great to 

see a sense of inclusivity on 
the biggest stage possible, 
which brings the community 
together, regardless of abili-
ty,” Christie said. 

Rounding out her court 
were Paige Brady Leahy, 
Bridie Bowler, Anna Mary 
Evans and Olivia Rose 
Royland.

Agawam 
Next up was Agawam, 

who was led by 2026 
Colleen Ava Levesque, and 
her court Zoie Leopardi, 
Samantha Machos, Hannah 
Newsome, Summer Smith 
and Madelynne “Maddie” 
Szemela. 

2026 Colleens assembled. Colleens and their courts from Holyoke, Agawam, Chicopee, Westfield, West Springfield  and Springfield.	
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By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent

HOLYOKE – A new 
addition is coming to the 
73rd Annual Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, as 
the St. Patrick’s Committee 
of Holyoke is partnering 
with the Miracle League 
of Western Mass (MLWM) 
and Magic for Maddie to 
introduce ‘Sensory Street’ 
along this year’s parade 
route, which offers and 
provides a lower-stimulus 
viewing option for visitors 
with sensory sensitivities. 

Providing insight into 
how this came together 
was Holyoke City Council 
President Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti, who explained 
that the inspiration came 
from a trip to Ireland last 
year.  

“Last year, a group of 
city officials and Parade 
Committee members took 
a trip to visit our sister 

city of Tralee, Ireland. We 
marched in their parade 
and saw that their parade 
offered a ‘sensory-friendly’ 
area for spectators, and we 
thought it was such a great 
idea,” Murphy-Romboletti 
said. 

She explained that 
she pitched the idea to the 
Parade Committee, and 
they followed through. 

“Our 2026 Parade 
President(Jim Wildman) 
and volunteers took the ini-
tiative and made it come to 
fruition, with the support of 
some amazing sponsors,” 
Murphy-Romboletti said. 

It was also revealed 
that Wildman then reached 
out to Kerry Parsons, a 
board member for the 
MLWM, who loved the 
idea.  

“We’re so excited, 
because this is such an 
incredible inclusion to 
the parade,” Parsons said, 

Sensory Street 
available this year

See SENSORY, page 6

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
St. Patrick’s Committee of 
Holyoke is calling on enthu-
siastic individuals, school 
groups, clubs, and commu-
nity organizations to join 
the excitement of the 73rd 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade 
on Sunday, Mar. 22, by serv-
ing as sign carriers. More 
than 100 volunteers are need-
ed to help introduce each 
marching unit and proudly 
recognize the sponsors who 
make this beloved tradition 
possible.

Sign carriers lead the 
way for award winners, 
bands, floats, marching units, 
and divisions—bringing 
energy, visibility, and antic-
ipation to the parade route. 
No experience is required; 
participants simply need to 
be 12 or older, upbeat, and 
ready to engage with the 
crowd.

As a thankyou for their 
time and spirit, each sign 
carrier will receive a 2026 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade 
sweatshirt and a $20 stipend 
upon completing the parade. 
It’s a perfect opportunity for 
students, service groups, and 
community members to take 
part in a lively, meaningful 
local tradition while earning 
a little extra money.

“Being a sign carrier 

Sign 
carriers 
needed

See SIGN, page 6
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Above, the Grand Colleen and Court made an appearance at the event. Right, The numerous 
volunteers who made the event possible. Below, The merry-go-round was full of activity last 
Saturday. Submitted photos

Logo and graphic from the social media post.
Art courtesy of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee

Colleen Gathering

Tartan 
party draws 
big crowd

HOLYOKE – The St. 
Patrick’s Committee, with 
the help of numerous vol-
unteers, put on the Eighth 
Annual Tartan Party for 
Dobbin last Saturday after-
noon at the Holyoke Merry-
Go-Round. There will rides 
for children, face painting, 
and Tartan merchandise 
available for sale.
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Carlos Vega grant applications open
H O LYO K E  –  T h i s 

year marks the 15th year of 
The Carlos Vega Fund for 
Social Justice mini grants.

Local non-profits and 
individuals are invited to 
apply for funding between 
Mar. 9 and the Apr. 20 
deadline, by completing the 
application form available 
at www.carlosvegafund.
org. All applicants must 
have either 501(c)(3) status 
or be fiscally sponsored by 
a 501(c)(3) organization.

Fo r  more  t han  40 
years, Carlos Vega fought 
for social justice in the 
Greater Holyoke area. In 
2010, a small group of fam-
ily and friends started the 
Fund to support the kind 
of social justice initiatives 
that  were important  to 
Carlos.

This year the Carlos 
Vega  Fund  fo r  Soc ia l 

Justice will provide grants 
amounting up to $2,000 to 
be used for one-time pro-
graming or project that 
focuses on the fundamen-
tal primary causes of injus-
tice, fosters change, and 
promotes self-help and 
empowerment.  

The purpose of the 
grants is to support the 
efforts of those who are 
addressing issues of pov-
erty and oppression, and 
involve people who are 
socially and economically 
marginalized in the Greater 
Holyoke area.

Previous mini grants 
have supported a variety 
of organizations including: 
Girls Inc. of the Valley, 
Granby Public Schools, 
The Gray House, Holyoke 
Public Schools, Holyoke 
S a f e  N e i g h b o r h o o d 
I n i t i a t i v e ,  H o l y o k e 

Senior Center, Home City 
Development, OneHolyoke 
CDC, The Performance 
Project, Lorraine’s Kitchen 
in  Chicopee ,  Common 
Wealth Murals, Seeds of 
a Father, The Care Center, 
E a g l e  E y e  I n s t i t u t e , 

Wellspring Cooperative and 
Wistariahurst Museum.

T h e  C a r l o s  Ve g a 
Fund for Social Justice is 
administered through the 
Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts and 
is overseen by an adviso-
ry committee. Since 2012, 
the Fund has awarded more 
than $90,000  to more than 
50 organizations in the 
greater Holyoke area.

Grant Awardees and 
the 2026 Social Justice 
Award recipient will be 
publicly announced at an 
event on May 28.

For further informa-
tion and/or to obtain an 
application, please visit 
the Carlos Vega Fund for 
Social Justice website at 
http://www.carlosvegafund.
org/ or contact Aaron Vega 
at carlosvegafund.413@
gmail.com.

Founding mothers book next discussion
HOLYOKE – Join fel-

low readers for the next 
book discussion group at 
Wistariahurst  beginning 
March 24. This book club, 
coinciding with Women’s 
History Month, will dive 
into “Founding Mothers: The 
Women Who Raised Our 
Nation” by Cokie Roberts. 

“Founding Mothers” 
is the perfect read to cele-
brate both Women’s History 
Month and the 250th anni-
versary of the United States. 

This book tells the sto-
ries of the women who have 
shaped the history of this 
country and their part in 
the American Revolution. 
“Founding Mothers” discuss-
es women such as Abigail 
Adams, Mercy Otis Warren, 
Deborah Read Franklin, 
Eliza Pinckney, Catherine 
Littlefield Green, Esther 
DeBerdt Reed, and Martha 
Washington. These women, 

among others, were crucial in 
forming a new nation. 

This book discussion 
group will meet over the 
course of four weeks on Mar. 
24, Mar. 31, Apr. 7, and Apr. 
14 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at 
Wistariahurst Museum. The 
required readings for each 
meeting are as follows: 

• Tuesday, March 24, 

5:30 to 6:30 p.m. having read 
pages 14-95 

• Tuesday, March 31, 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. having read 
pages 96-159 

• Tuesday, April 7, 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. having read 
pages 160-241 

• Tuesday, April 14, 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. having read 
pages 242-292 

Visit your local branch 
to get a copy of “Founding 
Mothers: The Women Who 
Raised Our Nation.” 

This book is also avail-
able for free as an eBook 
on Libby and Hoopla and 
as an audiobook on Hoopla. 
Participation in this book 
discussion group is free and 
open to the public. 

Interested readers should 
register on Wistariahurst’s 
Eventbrite page: https://
w w w. eve n t b r i t e . c o m / o /
w i s t a r i a h u r s t - m u s e -
um-64788818143.

Six local educators 
receive Excellence 
in Teaching Awards

H O LY O K E  –  S i x 
Holyoke Public Schools edu-
cators were surprised and 
honored on Friday, March 6 
when Interim Superintendent 
Anthony Soto entered their 
classrooms bearing flowers, 
balloons, and a proclamation 
from Holyoke Mayor Joshua 
A. Garcia to let them know 
they were selected to receive 
Pioneer Valley Excellence in 
Teaching Awards this year. 

Since 2003, the award 
has been distributed annu-
a l ly  to  honor  Western 
Massachusetts educators for 
their dedication and excel-
lence. More than 100 Western 
Massachusetts educators 
are honored each year. This 
year’s Excellence in Teaching 

Award winners from Holyoke 
include:

• Bevan Brunelle, teach-
er of theater, media, and 
senior seminar at Holyoke 
High School North

• Rebecca Fuentes, 
PreK teacher  a t  Kel ly 
Elementary

•  J e n n i f e r 
Haugsjaahabink, science 
teacher at Morgan Elementary

• Matthew Lacasse, 
physical education teacher at 
McMahon Elementary

• Julie Ortiz, school 
counselor at Sullivan Middle 
School

•  L a u r a  S k w i r a , 
Therapeutic Intervention 
Program teacher for grades 
K-2 at Lawrence Elementary

Holyoke Community College hosting free health careers open house on March 26 
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Community College will 
host an open house at its 
Center for Health Education 
& Simulation on Thursday, 
March 26, for anyone inter-
ested in exploring educa-
tional programs and careers 
in healthcare, human ser-

vices, and veterinary and 
animal science.   

Visitors to the Health 
Careers Open House are 
welcome to tour HCC’s 
state-of-the-art health edu-
cation facility from 4 to 6 
p.m. and talk to representa-
tives from the college’s pro-

grams in nursing (RN and 
LPN), radiologic technol-
ogy, veterinary and animal 
science, medical assisting, 
Foundations of Health (pub-
lic health), CNA (certified 
nursing assistant), medi-
cal billing and coding, and 
human services.  

The event is free and 
open to the public.

The building, located at 
404 Jarvis Ave., just off the 
main HCC campus, is home 
to the college’s nursing and 
radiologic technology pro-
grams, and medical simula-
tion labs. 

There will also be rep-
resentatives attending from 
the offices of financial aid, 
admissions, advising, and 
workforce development to 
talk to prospective students 
about  their  educat ional 
options and career pathways. 

“This is  a  fantast ic 

chance to dive into all of 
our health majors in one 
exciting event,” said nursing 
resource coordinator Dee 
Wescott. If you can’t make 
it in person, please contact 
Dee Westcott at  dwestcott@
hcc.edu  for more informa-
tion.

City now seeks administrator 
to carry out financial plans

HOLYOKE – In the 
wake of the Holyoke City 
Council’s approval last 
week of Mayor Joshua 
A.  Garc ia’s  F inancia l 
Modernization Act, Garcia 
has launched the search 
for one of the key players 
in the City’s redesigned 
financial landscape — the 
Chief Administrative and 
Financial Officer, or CAFO.

“We’re looking for a 
dynamic, mission-driven 
leader,” Garcia said. “This 
newly created role offers 
a rare opportunity to help 
shape the future of City 
government by strengthen-
ing day-to-day operations 
and modernizing how the 
City manages its finances. 
The CAFO will play a key 
leadership role in organiz-
ing separate financial offic-

es into a centralized finance 
department, implementing 
consistent systems and con-
trols, and driving citywide 
coordination across depart-
ments.”

At the Mayor’s direc-
tion, the CAFO will exer-
cise oversight of all City 
departments and coordi-
nation of special projects 
and interdepartmental ini-
tiatives. The management 
responsibilities include bud-
geting, collective bargain-
ing, and purchasing, as well 
as implementation of the 
Mayor’s policies and initia-
tives.

The CAFO will also 
serve as an advisor to the 
Mayor, City Council, and 
municipal departments and 
boards.

Candidates for the posi-

tion, which pays between 
$115,000 and $160,000, 
must meet a high standard 
of education and profes-
sional achievement.

“This is an ideal oppor-
tunity for a collaborative, 
solutions-oriented lead-
er who thrives in complex 
environments and is excit-
ed to build new systems, 
improve processes, and 
deliver results that matter,” 
Garcia said. “If you thrive 
in complex environments, 
love improving systems, 
and want to make a last-
ing impact, Holyoke wants 
you.”

Those interested can 
apply on Indeed.com or 
send resume and cover let-
ter to Personnel@holyoke.
org. The application dead-
line is March 31.

PUBLIC NOTICE TO
FORMER HOLYOKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS
Please be advised that student’s Special Education

(Chapter 766) records, with a withdrawal date within the year 
2017/2018 will be destroyed on March 18, 2026. 

If you wish to obtain a copy of your records, please contact the:
Holyoke Public Schools, Special Education Department

57 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
Tel: 413-534-2000 Ext. 1209

This does not pertain to current 
Special Education Student’s records. 

This notice does not pertain to student’s transcripts 
Which are dealt under 603 CMR 23.06

AVISO PUBLICO
PARA LOS EX-ESTUDIANTES DE EDUCACION ESPECIAL

DE LAS ESCUELAS PÚBLICAS DE HOLYOKE
Favor informarse que los archivos de estudiantes de 
Educación Especial (Capitulo 766) con fecha de retiro 

dentro del año 2017/2018, serán destruidos 
el 18 de Marzo de 2026. Si desea obtener una copia 

de sus archivos, favor de comunicarse con las:
Escuelas Públicas de Holyoke, 

Departamento de Educación Especial 
Calle Suffolk # 57, Holyoke, MA 01040

Tel: 413-534-2000 ext. 1209
Este aviso no concierne los archivos actuales 

de Educación Especial. Este aviso no concierne 
las trascripciones del estudiante bajo 603 MCR 23.06

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$194
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ...

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/12/26-3/18/263/12/26-3/18/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 26/30 COUNT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG ...... 

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

HADDOCK FISH FILLETS 2 LB BAG . 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SCALLOPS ON HALF SHELL 2 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB ................

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$222
lb

lb

$999USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
SMOKED BRISKET ...............
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

lb

lb
$999

$349

99¢

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST .....

$288
lb

$499
lb

POINT CUT 
CORNED BEEF

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

lb

$149
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAIL .......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH ................

SOUP’S ON!
$444

lb

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB ................. 

$999
lb

BEEF RIBE EYE
CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$299
lb

FROZEN WHOLE 
CORNED BEEF

ST. PATRICK’S

AVG 20 LB
$999

ea

  

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

March 12th
Billy Eagen
March 13th
Kilashandra
March 14th
Corner Boys

March 15th
Holyoke Caledonian 

Pipe Band • Dee Reilly

March 16th
Blaney Brothers

March 17th
J. McArdle & J. Murphy 

The Healys

Celebrating 
St. Patrick’s 

Day!
Serving 

Corned Beef & 
Cabbage 
3/11-3/22

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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Women needed for 
state commission

B O S T O N  –  T h e 
Massachusetts Commission 
on the Status of Women is 
currently seeking candidates 
for the Hampden County 
Commission on the Status of 
Women, one of 11 Regional 
Commissions across the 
Commonwealth  that strives 
to represent women and girls 
in the areas of equality and 
opportunity. 

T h e  m i s s i o n  o f 
t h e  H a m p d e n  C o u n t y 
Commission on the Status 
of Women (HCCSW) is to 
provide a permanent, influ-
ential voice for women and 
girls across the county that 
facilitates and fosters com-
munity and inclusiveness. 
The Commission stands 
for fundamental freedoms, 
basic human rights, and the 

full enjoyment of life for all 
women and girls throughout 
their lives.

HCCSW represen t s 
all  cities and towns in 
Hampden County which 
include Agawam, Blandford, 
Brimfield, Chester, Chicopee, 
East Longmeadow, Granville, 
Hampden, Holland, Holyoke, 
Longmeadow,  Lud low, 
Monson ,  Mon tgomery, 
Palmer, Russell, Southwick, 
Springfield, Tolland, Wales, 
West Springfield, Westfield, 
and Wilbraham.

To  a p p l y  f o r  t h e 
H a m p d e n  C o u n t y 
Commission on the Status 
of Women and to submit a 
resume, please visit: https://
masscsw.org/about/region-
a l - c o m m i s s i o n s / h a m p -
den-county/

Harmony House 
holding book 
signing event

CHICOPEE – Local 
nonprofits Harmony House 
of Western Massachusetts 
and Holyoke VNA & 
Hospice Life Care will 
host a free community 
discussion and book sign-
ing on Thursday, March 
26 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the 
Dumay Center at Elms 
College. 

Communi ty  mem-
bers are invited to join a 
thoughtful conversation 
about hospice, caregiv-
ing, and the connections 
made  th roughou t  the 
end-of-life journey. The 
discussion will be led by 
Maureen Groden, RN, a 
hospice nurse, educator, 
and local author of When 
a Loved One Is Dying: 
Conversations About Care, 

Connection, and Coping. 
Groden will share select-
ed readings from her new 
book  which  prov ides 
a compassionate guide 
exploring the emotional 
and practical realities of 
supporting a loved one at 
life’s end. She will also be 
available for book signings 
following the discussion 
and reading. 

As more families nav-
igate serious illness and 
caregiving, the event aims 
to provide a welcoming 
space for open conversa-
tion, learning, and sup-
port. This event is free and 
open to the public, though 
advance online registration 
is requested. The event is 
sponsored through the gen-
erosity of Elms College.
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UCCH offering
corned beef dinner

H O LY O K E  –  S t . 
Patrick’s Day is right around 
the corner, and what better 
way to celebrate than by 
indulging in some Corned 
Beef and Cabbage for a good 
cause? Well, now is your 
chance. 

United Congregational 
Church of Holyoke  is host-
ing  a Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner Fundraiser 
on Saturday, March 14 at 6 

p.m. Dinners will include 
dessert and coffee or tea and 
can be dine-in or take-out. 
Tickets are $17 each and 
can be reserved by calling 
the church office at 413-532-
1483.  

All Proceeds will go to 
the  Outreach Community to 
continue their critical work 
in the community. 

T h e  U n i t e d 
Congregational Church of 
Holyoke is an Open and 
Affirming congregation of 
the United Church of Christ. 
We welcome all individu-
als, regardless of where 
they are on their journey. 
If you’d like to learn more 
about UCCH, please visit 
our website at  www.
uccholyoke.org, find us 

on Facebook or Instagram, 
or call our office at 413-

532-1483 Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Flood of 1936 to be remembered
HOLYOKE – Ninety 

years ago, in March of 1936, 
the Connecticut River over-
topped the Holyoke Dam 
by seventeen feet, reach-
ing a record discharge of 
244,000 cfs.   The B&M 
Railroad tracks became 
impassable, and the city—
then home to about 55,000 
residents—sustained serious 
damage.   Author and emer-
gency management profes-
sional Josh  Shanley will 
speak about this disaster at 

the Holyoke Public Library 
on Mar. 14 at 1 p.m.    This 
historical lecture will describe 
the causes of, impact of, and 
recovery from the flood of 
‘36, with particular focus on 
Holyoke and South Hadley.   
As floods know no bound-
aries, the talk will place the 
event in both historical  and 
regional context. 

Presenter Josh Shanley 
draws on decades of expe-
rience with emergency 
response and management.   

As a firefighter-paramedic, he 
participated in the response 
to the World Trade Center 
attacks in 1993 and 2001.   
After earning a Master’s 
deg ree  i n  Emergency 
Management in 2005, he 
built a career as a municipal 
Emergency Management 
Director and served on sev-
eral state boards and com-
mittees.  He has since earned 
Master’s degrees in both 
Entrepreneurial Thinking and 
Education, worked widely as 

a consultant and educator in 
his field, and is the author of 
three books: The Connecticut 
River Valley Flood of 1936, 
Northampton Fires and 
Firefighting, and Cold War: 
Massachusetts.  

While the talk is pri-
marily historical, Shanley 
will also share his insights 
into the potential impact of 
future floods in the region. 
Sponsored by the Holyoke 
History Room (history-
room@holyokelibrary.org). 

 
 
 

2026 Cornelius J. Moriarty, Jr. Scholarship 
for Cadet Engineers 

 
Pursuant to MGL Chapter 164, Sections 69B to 69F, applications for 
a cadet engineer scholarship will be received at the: 

 
Office of the Manager 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Department 
99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA  01040 

 
Deadline: March 30, 2026 
(Applications will only be considered if received on or before the deadline). 

Application forms may be obtained from our website: www.hged.com 
or from high school guidance counselors. For further information, 
please contact the Office of the Manager, at (413) 536-9313. 

 
Applicants for the scholarship must be:
  

1) Residents of the City of Holyoke. 
2) Graduates of a duly accredited senior secondary school 

(year 2026 or before). 
3) Not less than seventeen (17) years old on their last birthday, 

nor more than twenty-five (25) years old. 
4) Accepted for admission to, or already enrolled in, an accredited 

community college, college, or university having a course of 
study leading to a degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering. 

 

 
Holyoke Gas & Electric 
99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA  01040 
(413) 536-9300 
www.hged.com 
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
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646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER
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Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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Hampden DA holding annual St. Patrick’s Day party
S P R I N G F I E L D  – 

Hampden District Attorney 
Anthony D. Gulluni is kick-
ing off his re-election cam-
paign with his annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Party on Friday, 
Mar. 20 from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at the John Boyle O’Reilly 
Club, 33 Progress Avenue in 
Springfield. Tickets are $25 
per person and will be avail-
able at the door.

Now a  long-s tand-
ing tradition in Western 
Massachusetts political cir-

cles, the annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Party has become a 
major networking event for 
elected officials, candidates 
and civic leaders from across 
the region. This year, as DA 
Gulluni is up for re-election, 
the event provides a great 
way to kick off his campaign 
year while connecting with 
supporters and communi-
ty leaders. The event serves 
as a fundraiser for Gulluni’s 
campaign and consistently 
draws prominent local politi-

cal figures for an evening that 
blends policy conversations 
with celebration.

The festive gathering 
will feature live Irish music, 
Irish step dancing and tradi-
tional food, creating a lively 
backdrop for informal con-
versations among leaders 
shaping the future of the 
region.

“This event has always 
been about bringing people 
together,” said DA Gulluni. 
“St.  Patrick’s Day is a 

chance to celebrate heritage, 
strengthen relationships and 
connect with the community 
in a setting that is welcom-
ing and fun. It has grown 
into a night that many people 
mark on their calendars every 
year.”

The St. Patrick’s Day 
Party is open to the public 
and has become a highlight 
for those looking to engage 
with local political and civic 
leadership in a relaxed, social 
setting.

An old photo taken during the Flood of 1936. 	 Submitted photo

HOLYOKE –  The 
Greater Holyoke Chamber 
invites the entire communi-
ty to its highly anticipated 
annual St. Patrick’s Breakfast, 
proudly presented by Witman 
Properties, PeoplesBank, 
HG&E, BankESB, and 
Greenfield Cooperative Bank. 
The event will take place on 

Wednesday, March 18 at 7:30 
a.m. at The Log Cabin. This 
traditional gathering offers 
an opportunity for residents, 
business leaders, communi-
ty leaders, and community 
members to reconnect, cel-
ebrate local achievements, 
and honor this year’s distin-
guished award recipients.

Chamber hosting annual
St. Patrick’s breakfast
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
T h e  T r u m p 

Administration is saying 
that now there will be no 
taxes on Social Security 
benefits. Since we’re get-
ting ready to start our 
2025 income tax return, 
can you explain how this 
all works? 

Signed: 
Confused Taxpayer

 
Dear Confused Taxpayer: 

You are obviously 
referring to the so-called 
“One Big, Beautiful Bill” 
and how that bill affects 
income tax on your Social 
Security benefits. And 
this is because of the pub-
lici ty surrounding the 
so-called “one big, beauti-
ful bill”  enacted last year, 
which claims to “elimi-
nate income tax on Social 
Security benefits.” Well, 
that bill did, yet technical-
ly didn’t, fully eliminate 
income tax on benefits.” 
Allow me to explain. 

The OBBB does elim-
inate income tax on most 
SS benefits, but it does so 
in a somewhat unique way 
– by providing an addi-
tional $6,000 (per person) 
deduction to your federal 
taxable income as reported 
to the IRS. Thus, you will 
pay less total income tax 
when you file your taxes 
with the IRS because of 
that additional deduction 
to your taxable income. 

The  ex t r a  deduc-
tion is available to those 
over age 65 and is meant 
to offset the income tax 
which will still be lev-
ied by the IRS on the SS 
benefits you received in 
2025. Essentially, the rules 
governing income tax on 
Social Security benefits 
have not changed. 

The IRS will still levy 
income tax on your SS 
benefits if your combined 
income from all sourc-
es (known as your “pro-
visional income”) is over 
$32,000 as a married cou-
ple filing jointly or more 
than $25,000 if you file as 
an individual. If your pro-
visional income is below 
the threshold for your IRS 
filing status, you will pay 
no income tax on your 
received 2025 SS benefits. 

But if your provi-
sional income exceeds the 
threshold for your IRS fil-
ing status, then somewhere 
between 50% and 85% of 
your received SS benefits 
will be taxed (how much 
SS income to be taxed 
depends on your combined 
income in 2025). By now, 
you should have received 
form 1099-SSA which 
advised of your 2025 
Social Security income, 
including any income tax 
you had withheld from 
your SS benefits. 

This income should 

be reported when submit-
ting your 2025 income tax 
return. If your “provisional 
income” is over $32,000 
as a married couple filing 
jointly (or over $25,000 
as an individual filer), 
then your 2025 SS bene-
fits will still be taxed by 
the IRS. But when com-
pleting your 2025 Income 
Tax Return, you will also 
be able to claim an addi-
tional $6,000 per person 
($12,000 if you file joint-
ly), which will likely offset 
any income tax you must 
pay due to the SS benefits 
you received in 2025. 

If you use a tax pre-
parer or tax preparation 
software, they will guide 
you through this calcula-
tion. Note, too, that the 
$6,000 per person deduc-
tion amount will be less 
if your combined tax-
able income is more than 
$150,000 as a married cou-
ple (or more than $75,000 
as a single filer). 

Be aware, though, that 
the OBBB is temporary 
tax accommodation which 
expires after tax year 2028. 
And that’s because the pro-
cess used to pass the bill in 
Congress (a “budget recon-
ciliation” process) didn’t 
actually change SS law; 
rather it provided a way 
around it to offset income 
tax paid on SS benefits. 

So, to recap, the IRS 
can still levy income tax 
on your received Social 
Securi ty benefi ts  but , 
because of the OBBB, you 
will likely also (depend-
ing on your provisional 
income level) receive an 
extra deduction which off-
sets any taxes calculated 
on your Social Security 
benefits.

Finally, be aware that 
if your first husband also 
predeceases you, you will 
then become eligible for a 
surviving ex-spouse bene-
fit from him, even if he has 
remarried. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other govern-
mental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for infor-
mat ion  purposes  and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Ci t izens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Is there income 
tax on Social 
Security benefits?
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◗  Opinion

On March 2, I received 
an  emai l  f rom a 
Worthington resident 

that he just saw a red-winged 
blackbird.

Male red-winged black-
birds arr ive before the 
females. They are one of the 
first birds to return to north-
ern breeding grounds, arriv-
ing in late February or early 
March.

Red-winged blackbirds 
are abundant songbirds, 
who inhabit marshes, wet-
lands and fields. The male is 
glossy black with bright red 
and yellow shoulder patch-
es or epaulets. Females have 
streaked brown plumage. 

The highly territori-
al males often sit on high 
perches, singing and dis-
playing their epaulets. Their 
“conk-la-ree” is heard fre-
quently. They are known 
for “dive bombing” crows, 
hawks and even humans to 
defend their territory. They 
primarily eat insects such 
as beetles, dragonflies and 

moths during the breeding 
season and seeds and grains 
during fall and winter.

They nest in loosely 
associated colonies in shrubs 
or cattails and are found 
across most of Northern 
America. They are polyga-
mous and a single male may 
mate with up to 15 different 
females in his territory. Red 
winged blackbirds can form 
huge roosts during the winter 
of up to a million birds.

Brimfield resident
A Brimfield resident 

sent an email recently. He 
said, “On Saturday I was 
driving to West Springfield 
to put up some picture at the 
library for an exhibit. Some 
members of the Allen Bird 
Club are displaying photo-
graphs there for the month of 
March. On the way I stopped 
by a nest in Ludlow that bald 
eagles have used for at least 
three years.”

In Brimfield, he said, 
“Lately we have been seeing 
a Cooper’s several times in 

the yard and a broad-winged 
hawk was seen on  Feb. 22. 
The broad-winged hawk 
sat in a tree in front of the 
house for over an hour. Last 
year a pair of broad-wings 
had a nest on the  next door 
neighbor’s property. They 
could see the nest from their 
deck, but I was never able to 
see the nest walking around 
near where they described its 
location.”

Turkey vultures
O n  F e b .  1 1 ,  t h e 

Brimfield resident saw a tur-
key vulture in the center of 
Palmer near the intersection 
of Routes 20 and 32. This 
week, his wife saw 25 tur-
key vultures flying above that 
area. They often see vultures 
soaring over that area and 
the first of the year shows up 
in mid-February. He said, “I 
believe the vultures nest in 
the area, possibly on or near 
Mount Dumplin that is just 
north of the turnpike ramps.”

One of my favor-
ite seed and 
plant cata-

logs of all time is 
Richters Herbs 
(richters.com). 
I look forward 
to the paper 
copy arriving in 
the mail by early 
December.  

The company 
is out of Ontario, 
Canada, and offers over 
1,200 unique varieties, most-
ly herbs of all kinds with a 
few vegetables thrown in for 
good measure. I’ve ordered 
from them for well over two 
decades and think their prod-
ucts are just great, everything 
from common culinary herbs 
to unique medicinal plants 
and everything in between, 
even dye plants and orna-
mentals.  

I love how the seeds are 
packaged in foil lined enve-
lopes and quantities are lib-
eral, often giving you enough 
seed for two or three years 
of sowing, depending on 
the variety. On occasion I 
have had to order plants that 
I couldn’t find locally and 
despite the distance, they 

arrive in good shape.  
Basil (Ocimum spp) is 

one plant in particular that 
we typically order seed of, 
and we will soon be starting 
it indoors. The Richters cat-
alog boasts 29 varieties, and 
we grow nine of them in the 
Paul Rogers Herb Garden at 
Old Sturbridge Village.  

A trip to our herb gar-
den in season is really worth-
while. Who doesn’t like 
Italian or Genovese basil? 
Picture the pesto!  

But in addition to our 
old favorites, there is lemon, 
anise, cinnamon and spice, 
each with fragrant leaves. 
Looking for unique foliage? 
Try dark opal, whose leaves 
are tinted dark purple or bush 
basil, whose tiny leaves alto-

gether make a round globe of 
a plant, and who could 

leave out lettuce 
leaf, with its 
crinkled pale 
green leaves.  

O v e r 
the years I 
have found 

that there are 
just a few obstacles 
to growing great 
basil. Seeds should 

be planted indoors – 
rarely will they do well from 
an outdoor sowing.  

Start basil about the 
same time that tomatoes are 
sown, in mid to late March. 
Make shallow furrows and 
space the seed one-eighth of 
an inch apart in rows with-
in a small pot or seed pack.  
When true leaves form pluck 
out the tiny seedling and 
transplant it into a cell of a 
four or six pack, or an indi-
vidual tiny pot.  

Grow on indoors until 
the weather improves. Basil 
is particularly cold sensitive, 
so be sure that all danger of 
frost has passed before trans-
planting it into the garden.   
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Blockchain-based 

entity
  4. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
  7. Painted with glue
 12. Legendary crooner
 15. Structure made with 

strips of wood
 16. Tropical fruits
 18. Commercial
 19. Comedienne 

Gasteyer
 20. The Ocean State
 21. Ancient Scot
 24. Basics
 27. Stated propositions
 30. Scottish island group
 31. Expression of 

annoyance
 33. Large tree
 34. Engine additive
 35. Conspiracy
 37. Drunkard

 39. Someone who is 
morally reprehensible 

 41. Ancient Syrian city
 42. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
 44. Carry  (slang)
 47. Sweet potato
 48. European river
 49. The Golden State
 50. Windy City ballplayer
 52. New Testament
 53. Possess spiritually
 56. A treeless grassy 

plain
 61. Popular historical 

novel
 63. In a law-abiding way
 64. A place to sleep
 65. Criticize

CLUES DOWN
  1. Impression in a surface
  2. Computer language
  3. Relating to the ear

  4. Occupant
  5. Member of Great Plains 

people
  6. Social media firm
  7. Digital audiotape
  8. Midway between east 

and southeast
  9. Chronic, progressive 

disease
 10. Chinese lute
 11. Not wet
 12. Moves wings up and 

down
 13. Communication 

devices
 14. Swiss river
 17. Female sibling
 22. Receive
 23. Relating to a type
 24. General’s assistant 

(abbr.)
 25. Steep bank
 26. Taxi driver
 28. Moves into without 

difficulty
 29. Bicycle manufacturer
 32. Traditional rhythmic 

pattern
 36. Fugitives are on it
 38. Bitter-tasting organic 

substance
 40. Die
 43. Matched
 44. Literary genre __-fi 
 45. Cannot
 46. Pounded
 51. British rock group
 54. Debt relief order
 55. 2006 NL Cy Young 

winner
 56. Green vegetable
 57. Tough outer skin of 

fruit
 58. __ Spumante (Italian 

wine)
 59. Ailments
 60. Famed singer Charles
 62. Camper

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

Advice on care at home after the hospital

It’s usually good news 
when the doctor says 
you or a loved one can 

come home from the hospi-
tal. Sometimes, though, it’s a 
mixed blessing.

H o s p i t a l  d i s c h a rg e 
sometimes means that fur-
ther hospital care won’t 
improve someone’s health 
condition, and the hospital 
is eager to get someone else 
in that bed. People are dis-
charged faster these days, 
often with significant linger-
ing health issues that have to 
be seen to.

In the hospital, there’s a 
staff of nurses, nurse aides, 
therapists and others to care 
for you or a loved one. When 
you get home, though, it’s 
just you and maybe a spouse 
or other family member. 
That’s why the home health 
industry is booming.

In 2020 (the most recent 

data available), approximate-
ly 3 million patients received 
home health care services 
in the U.S., often following 
a hospitalization or skilled 
nursing facility stay. They 
are being cared for by some 
12,000 home health agen-
cies, more than 80 percent 
of which are for-profit com-
panies.

Home health is some-
thing patient advocates know 
a lot about – and there’s a lot 
to know. Here are some of 
the things I’ve learned over 
my years as an RN and nurse 
advocate.

Prepare in advance 
if you can

A best-case scenar-
io is that you know you’ll 
need some help when you 
get home. For every day you 
spend in a hospital, you lose 
a month of muscle tone and 
mobility, so depending on 

how long you’ve been hos-
pitalized, you may need con-
siderable help.

Will you need a walk-
er or wheelchair? Shower 
chair? A first-floor sleep-
ing arrangement? A bedside 
commode? These are all 
things that can be planned 
for if you know they’re 
coming. Very often, hos-
pitals have social work-
ers who help patients nav-
igate after-hospital care. 
Medicare has a thorough 
discharge planning guide on 
its website; search Medicare 
Publication No. 11376 in 
your browser.

Other things to think 
about are trip hazards like 
small pets and throw rugs 
and having some ready-made 
or frozen meals on hand.

Arrange for help in 
advance, too

A spouse may be stand-
ing by, but they may need 
help themselves. Adult chil-
dren, friends or neighbors 
may be able to pitch in. If 
there’s no one you can call 
on for help – and more 
than 50 million Americans 
over 50 are aging on their 
own – it’s time to con-
tact a home health agency. 
A patient advocate, who is 
likely familiar with the home 

health landscape in your 
area, is a good resource and 
go-between.

The cardinal rule is: Ask 
for assistance when you need 
it to avoid further compli-
cations from falls, lack of 
nourishment or lapses in per-
sonal care.

Understand what 
Medicare covers

Home health care spend-
ing grew at an annual rate of 
more than 10% in 2024, and 
shows no signs of slowing 
down. A significant chunk of 
the spending  in 2023 – $148 
billion – was by Medicare. 
But Medicare doesn’t cover 
everything, so you may have 
out-of-pocket expenses.

Medicare-covered home 
heal th services  include 
skilled nursing care, phys-
ical therapy, occupational 
therapy and speech-language 
pathology services when 
ordered by a doctor. Part-
time or intermittent home 
health aide care is covered 
only if you’re also getting 
those services at home.

Skilled nursing care can 
include wound care, injec-
tions, nutrition services and 
monitoring unstable health 
conditions. Medicare also 
covers  durable medical 

equipment when prescribed 
by a doctor, such as beds, 
walkers, wheelchairs, pumps 
and oxygen.

Medicare doesn’t pay 
for 24-hour a day care, meal 
delivery, homemaker ser-
vices or personal care ser-
vices that help with bathing, 
dressing, grooming, etc.

Questions to ask a home 
health agency

There are a zillion ques-
tions you could ask, but I 
think these are among the 
most important:

• How long has this 
agency been in business 
and is it licensed to perform 
home health care?

• Can you provide ref-
erences, or can I speak with 
previous clients?

• Do you accept long-
t e r m  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e , 
Medicare or Medicaid? If so, 
do you bill insurance, or do 
clients pay you and then file 
for reimbursement?

• How do you recruit 
and select caregivers, and 
do you perform background 
checks?

• Are your caregivers 
employees or contractors? 
Are they bonded?

• Can I meet caregiv-
er candidates and select the 
ones I want?

• What should I do if my 
caregiver doesn’t show up as 
scheduled?

• How often is the care 
plan reviewed?

• How do I communi-
cate concerns and questions 
to you?

Research has found that 
patients who recover at home 
have better outcomes, which 
is why the hospital-at-home 
movement is growing. So if 
you’re going to be recuper-
ating at your place, don’t go 
it alone.

T e r i  ( D r e h e r ) 
Frykenberg, R.N., a regis-
tered nurse and board-cer-
t i fied patient  advocate, 
is  the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medical 
professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates.   A Monson, 
MA resident, she is the 
author of “How to Be a 
Healthcare Advocate for 
Yoursel f  & Your Loved 
Ones” and her new book, 
“Advocating Well: Strategies 
for Finding Strength and 
Understanding in Health 
Care,” available at Amazon.
com.   Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone 
consultation.

 In The News ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

Downy mildew disease 
was discovered to be preva-
lent some years back. While I 
don’t take any particular pre-
cautions, and my basil shows 
little sign of the familiar leaf 
blotching, Richters does offer 
seeds of resistant varieties 
for you to try if this disease 
has been troublesome in your 
garden.

Basil foliage has also 
been known to burn if plant-
ed outdoors without a peri-
od of hardening off.  For this 
reason, gradually get seed-
lings used to bright sun and 
wind over the course of a 
week before planting in the 
ground.  

Provide your transplants 
with fertile, well-drained soil 
in a sunny spot. If, over the 
course of the summer you 
notice that the leaves are 
no longer grass-green, but 
instead are pale or even turn-

ing brown, your plants may 
have a nitrogen deficiency. 

I usually have had to 
“top dress” my basil twice 
after planting, each time 
with a sprinkling of balanced 
organic fertilizer and some 
aged compost. Usually they 
green up in a matter of days.

Basil has the insatiable 
desire to flower. We must 
“deadhead” or the plant 
will fulfill its earthly desire 
to reproduce by making 
and dropping seed, all at 
the expense of foliage pro-
duction.  

Since we grow this plant 
for its leaves and not its seed, 
or its flowers for that matter, 
clip away the buds at the first 
sign of them. Another chal-
lenge to basil growing has 
been the Japanese beetle.  

Basil  leaves riddled 
with chew marks should 
best be removed. Japanese 
beetles are relatively easy 
to hand pick in the morning 

and at night.  
A gentle tap on a leaf 

will easily knock beetles into 
a wide mouth jar of soapy 
water positioned underneath. 
Ideally, basil leaves should 
be harvested after the dew 
has dried in the morning but 
before the sun shines too 
brightly; at that particular 
time its oils are the most pun-
gent.

Enjoy the new catalog 
recommendation and be sure 
to get those basil seeds start-
ed by the end of the month.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

HEALTH, from page 4

Other birds and more
The Brimfield resi-

dents still has lots of junco 
about as well as a healthy 
the gray squirrel popula-
tion. Recently they saw two 
and sometimes three red 
squirrels. He is enjoying 
the longer days and looking 
forward to warmer tempera-
tures.

Red-tailed hawk
A Rutland couple saw 

a red-tailed hawk quickly 
grab a gray squirrel her hus-
band shot. They watched it 
hungrily consume a “warm 
meal” in the yard. They 
moved their feeder near-
er to the house due to the 
deep snow. They have lots 
of black-capped chickadees 
and woodpeckers come to 
the new location 

Bluebirds
An Oakham resident 

sees bluebirds on a daily 
basis. She enjoys watch-

ing them.
People may report a 

bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005. The Palmer office 
has a new phone system 
and I will be getting an 
extension where messages 
may be left. I will publish 
the number as soon as it is 
set up.

BIRDS, from page 4

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column
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Levesque shared this 
was a moment she had wait-
ed all her life for. 

“To, actually, be the 
Colleen is insane; it’s been 
extremely competitive, all 
the girls are talented, and 
it’s such an honor to repre-
sent my Irish heritage. And 
this event has been a great 
way to network, and every-
thing has been amazing, and 
I can’t wait till Parade Day,” 
Levesque said. 

Chicopee 
Following afterwards 

was Chicopee, who was 
introduced by 2026 Colleen 
Charlotte Rae Fields and her 
court: Mila Dillard, Gracelyn 

Jarry and Shannon Caloon. 
Fields said that her highlight 
of the gathering was get-
ting to know all of the other 
Colleens and she’s excit-
ed for Parade Day, discuss-

ing what it means to be an 
ambassador for the Chicopee 
community.  

“Everyone is really nice 
and sweet, and it’s great to 
see everyone share the same 

morals that we do,” Fields 
said. “I can’t wait to see 
everyone in the crowd, and to 
take in the moment with my 
court, in front of everyone, 
is going to be really excit-

ing. Also, being an ambas-
sador means a lot to me, and 
I’m really excited to hope-
fully help bring this commu-
nity together and just better 
Chicopee as a whole.” 

West Springfield 
R e p r e s e n t i n g  We s t 

Spr ingfie ld  were  2026 
Colleen Siobhan Erris Ginty 
and court: Grace Kennedy 
Atwater, Saoirse Bacon, Ava 
Dominguez, Kenzie Candon, 
and Kellen Ross, who were 
also in attendance and par-
took in the festivities. 

Westfield 
I n  a t t e n d a n c e  f o r 

Westfield was 2026 Colleen 
Reese O’Connell, who led 
her court into the spotlight 
as Giara Curran, Maggie 
Leen, Savanna Mazeika and 
Angelica Madison Racette 
followed behind. 

Springfield
Finally, the last ensem-

ble was Springfield, repre-
sented by 2026 Colleen 
Anna O’Toole ,  who is 
from Wilbraham, and a 
M i n n e c h a u g  R e g i o n a l 
High School senior, and 
her court Anna Flanagan, 
Siobhan MacDonnell, Emma 
Westbrooks, and Sophia 
Dow. 

O’Toole expressed what 
this honor truly means to her 
and revealed a deeper mean-
ing. 

“I’m very excited to 
be this year’s Springfield 
Colleen, and it honestly 
means more than just a title 
to me, because I get to rep-

resent my grandparents and 
their heritage, and I wouldn’t 
be here today if it weren’t for 
them,” O’Toole said. “Also, 
I want to add that represent-
ing Springfield is so great 
because all of the little kids 
get to look up to me, and 
say she’s unafraid to rep-
resent her heritage, so why 
can’t I do the same thing, and 
that means the world to me 
because I want to be a good 
role model, and ambassador 
for the community.” 

S h e  a l s o  p r ov i d e d 
insight into what this title 
means to her hometown of 
Wilbraham. 

“So, as you know, under 
the umbrella of Springfield 
Colleen and my court, we 
also get to represent the other 
contingences such as East 
Longmeadow, Longmeadow 
and Wilbraham, and being 
from Wilbraham, it’s great 
because I get to be a liai-
son of my school, being 
Minnechaug, and to be 
able to represent my school 
pride and heritage within 
Springfield is pretty cool,” 
O’Toole said. 

Parade Day 
is almost here

Official ly now only 
under two weeks away, and 
fast approaching is the 49th 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road 
Race, which kicks off on 
Saturday, March 21 and clos-
ing out the holiday week-
end is the 73rd Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Parade on Sunday, 
March 22.

something that Murphy-
Romboletti also bestowed 
praise towards. 

“This addition is a great 
way to make sure everyone 
gets to enjoy the parade, 
including families with chil-
dren and individuals who 
may not love the big noises 
that can happen during the 
parade,” Murphy-Romboletti 
said. “Simply, it’s just anoth-
er way for our city to say, 
‘you are welcome here.’” 

E c h o i n g  s i m i l a r 
thoughts was Wildman.  

“This is a huge step for 
us, because I don’t believe 
there is another St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade that does this 
type of activity, and to have 
this area be inclusive for all 
these kids and adults who 
have issues with all the 
lights, sirens, and the noise, 
and for them to come in and 
join us is heartwarming,” 
Wildman said. 

Wildman added that the 
social media response and 
reaction to the announce-
ment has been beneficial and 
surprising.   

“For example, this past 

week, we had our social 
media go out, and we had 
almost 500 likes and close 
to 1K comments within 24 
hours,” Wildman said. “We 
gained interest and traction 
from groups we’ve never 
heard of, who have shared 
the announcement, that are 
all talking about coming, 
and so we’re hoping for a 
very, very good first year, 
and for people to show up 
and enjoy this with their 
families.” 

According to details, the 
full Sensory Street zone runs 
from Appleton Street, Elm, 
Maple Street, and the wind-
down begins to take shape 
at Walnut Street before the 
traditional parade experience 
returns on High Street. Both 
zones will be marked with 
signs along the route and 
highlighted on the official 
parade map. 

No reservations are 
required to access Sensory 
Street, and the zone will 
be open to all  specta-
tors. Offering an in-depth 
analysis of what families 
can expect was Murphy-
Romboletti. 

“During the couple of 

blocks of ‘Sensory Street, ‘ 
folks can anticipate no emer-
gency or flashing lights, no 
sirens or amplified alarms, 
bands will feature strings 
only (no percussion or 
brass), as well as reduced 
loud or sudden vehicle nois-
es,” Murphy-Romboletti 

said. “I think it’s great that 
we can join others in these 
efforts because true inclusiv-
ity isn’t about taking away 
an experience from anyone 
else; it’s about creating new 
opportunities that encourage 
bringing more people into 
the fold.” 

The  new in i t ia t ive 
is believed to be the first 
of its kind for any major 
event  held in  Western 
Massachusetts.

T h e  H o l y o k e  S t . 
Patrick’s Day Parade kicks 
off later this month on 
March 22.

is one of the most fun and 
accessible ways to be part 
of Parade Day,” said Jim 
Wildman, 2026 Parade 
President. “These volun-
teers help set the tone for 
every unit that follows, and 
their enthusiasm truly fuels 
the crowd. We’re thrilled to 
welcome new and returning 
participants who want to 
experience the parade from 
the inside out.”

P a s t  s i g n c a r r y i n g 
groups have included scout-
ing troops, sports teams, 
Key Clubs, National Honor 
Society chapters, school 
clubs, small businesses, and 
faithbased organizations. 
Spots fill quickly, and early 
signups are encouraged.

Those interested can 
learn more and register at 
www.holyokestpatrickspa-
rade.com/sign-carriers or 
email holyokeparadesign-
carriers@gmail.com.

The 73rd Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Parade steps off 
on Sunday, March 22, 2026, 
following the 49th Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Road Race on 
Saturday, March 21, 2026.

COLLEEN, from page 1

SENSORY, from page 1 SIGN, from page 1

Map of the Sensory Street Designated Zone .	 Art courtesy of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee

2026 Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee and the 2026 Holyoke Grand Colleen and her court.

Colleens dancing with the Black Rose Academy of Irish Dance.	 Turley photos by Brendan Rooney

By Kristin Rivers
krivers@turley.com

WESTFIELD – The 
Western  Massachuse t t s 
Master Gardener Association 
will be holding the 27th 
Annual “Let’s Get Growing!” 
Spring Gardening Workshops 
on March 28 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Westfield Middle 
School - South.

The fest ivi t ies  wil l 
include a marketplace fair, 
raffles, an Ask a Master 
Gardener table, refreshments, 
soil testing and 10 classes to 
help educate and empower 
them in gardening this spring. 

This year’s topics are 
“Using Trees and Shrubs 
for Year-long Interest ,” 
“Berry Delicious Gardens,” 
“Practical Tips: Growing 
for a Changing Climate,” 
“Gardening in Small Places,” 
“From One Comes Many: 
P ropaga t ion  Workshop 
(Hands-on) ,”  “ Invas ive 
Species 101: Identification & 
Management,” “Vegetables 
vs. Pests: How to Win!” 
“Design Your Own Water 
Feature,” “Let’s Go Native: 
A Sustainable, Attainable 
Approach,” and Get your 
Hands Dirty: Creating a 
Succulent Garden (Hands-
on).”

The hands-on workshops, 
it should be noted, are already 
filled. 

The speakers include 
D a n  Z i o m e k ,  o w n e r 
o f  Sugar loaf  Gardens , 
Berry  Specia l is t  Laura 
Griffin McDermott, Plant 
Magic Garden Owner and 
Gardening for Hot People 
Podcast Co-Host Cheryl 
Rafuse, Master Gardener 
Chris Ferrero, Wistariahurst 
Gardens Master Gardener 
Toi Graham, Environmental 
Biologist at the Massachusetts 
Department of Agricultural 
Resources Jennifer Forman, 
M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r  E d 
Sourdiffe, Full Circle Garden 
Master Gardeners Margery 
Gerard and JoAnne Palmer 
and Kessa McEwen, horticul-
turist and landscape design-
er at Berkshire Botanical 
Garden. 

Anyone interested is 
encouraged to register quick-
ly, as classes fill up fast. 
Mail-in registrations have to 
be postmarked and sent in by 
March 16 at $35, online reg-
istration is through March 26 
for $35 and walk-ins are the 
day of at $40 cash only. 

Rosey Bonner, a member 
of the WMMGA and part of 
the Planning Committee for 
the event, expressed excite-

ment for this year’s work-
shops and said attendees have 
an opportunity to take two of 
them during the day.

“The sessions are an hour 
and 15 minutes long. The 
speaker usually speaks for an 
hour and then gives them a 
good 15 minutes because they 
usually have lots of questions 
that may not have come up in 
what we were talking about,” 
Bonner said. 

On the topics, Bonner 
explained, “our whole mis-
sion is sustainability and good 
practices” and community 
feedback also guides this, 
with evaluations at the end 
of the workshops. A couple 
of this year’s workshops, for 
example, came to be through 
those evaluations.

“We didn’t have anything 
on trees and shrubs last year, 
so a lot of people said, ‘Can 
you bring back something 
else in trees and shrubs?’ So, 
the person we have doing it 
this year is Dan Ziomek and 
he’s been in the industry for 
20 plus years.  He’s currently 
the manager of the Sugarloaf 
Gardens in Sunderland,” 
Bonner said. “He has a wealth 
of information. He will bring 
his truck loaded with shrubs 
and trees and his focus this 
year is make sure if you’re 

going to use trees and shrubs, 
it’s just like flowers. You just 
don’t have them look good 
one season, you have them 
look good four seasons. So, 
he’s really going to talk about 
what trees or shrubs might be 
featured for your garden or 
landscape over the year long. 
So, it’s just good biodiversi-
ty, but it also makes pretty art 
too.”

Another topic Bonner 
highlighted was “Vegetables 
versus Pests: How to Win!” as 
attendees always seek a topic 
on vegetables.

“They talk about some 
common vegetables that you 
grow and pests or diseases 
that take them over. Number 
one, how to prevent it and 
number two, how to manage 
insects and diseases if you 
get them. It’s practical, use-
ful ideas that really work,” 
Bonner said. “I say they 
really work because the two 
presenters, Margery Gerard 
and JoAnne Palmer, are both 
master gardeners, but more 
important than that, their 
expertise in this area comes 
from the fact that they are two 
of the people that oversee the 
South Hadley garden called 
Full Circle Garden. It’s a veg-
etable garden and they raise 
way over 2,000 pounds of 

food in the summer for 
the food pantry there, so 
not only are they master 
gardeners, they have such 
practical, hands-on experi-
ence.”

Bonner said another con-
cern gardeners have is inva-
sive species in “how to iden-
tify it and what to do about 
it,” with the focus on spotted 
lanternflies, jumping worms, 
Japanese Knotweed and more.

“The person doing it is 
very careful to say manage, 
not completely eradicate, 
because sometimes, once you 
get these invasives in here, 
you can’t get rid of them, but 
you could at least manage 
them. Others you catch them 
early enough because you’ve 
identified them early enough 
you can really get rid of,” 
Bonner said. “She is the point 
person for Massachusetts that 
watches over what plants or 
insects that go on the inva-
sive list, so she’s really got 
her hands into this part.”

After Bonner expressed 
gratitude to the Western Mass 
community for supporting the 
event year after year and, also, 
for this year’s raffle, as many 
community members donat-
ed items too, she added that 
she hopes attendees take away 
inspiration and ideas to help 

better understand biodiversity. 
“They’re an import-

ant part in saving our world 
and making a difference, 
and it’s not mammoth things 
they have to do. It’s small, 
little changes that they can 
do. Whether it’s adding a lit-
tle water feature or adding a 
native or addressing that inva-
sive or adding a bush with 
berries for the birds, there’s 
something that they’re going 
to walk away with that they 
truly will make a difference 
in helping to save our world,” 
Bonner said. “They’re taking 
care of our environment and 
that’s really what we need 
is everybody doing a little 
piece.”

“If you’re looking to get 
energized, inspired, get out of 
this humdrum of winter, come 
to our workshops. We guar-
antee you’ll walk away with 
a smile and feeling spring is 
here!” Bonner said. 

To learn more and to reg-
ister, visit wmmga.org.

Spring Gardening Workshops available March 28
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SPRINGFIELD – The 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame announced the team 
rosters for the 2026 Western 
Massachusetts Senior High 
School All-Star Games. On 
Friday, Mar. 20, the Hall 
of Fame will host the 2026 
All-Star event on the Jerry 
Colangelo Court of Dreams 
at the Hall of Fame. Sixty of 
the region’s top seniors were 
selected from different divi-
sions to participate in the final 
high school contests of their 
prep career.

“We are honored to wel-
come Western Massachusetts’ 
top high school basketball 
players to the 15th annu-
al  All-Star  celebrat ion 
at the Basketball Hall of 
Fame,” said John L. Doleva, 
President and CEO of the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame. “This event is a special 
opportunity to recognize the 
hard work and achievements 
of these outstanding seniors, 
and we invite the communi-
ty to join us as they take the 
court one final time in their 
high school careers.” 

A committee of local 
coaches and media members, 
representing each division 
on both the boys’ and girls’ 
sides, selected the teams. 
Using the designated classes 
for the PVIAC Tournament, 
the players will be divid-
ed into six teams: two girls’ 
teams, two boys’ teams of 
Class A and B players, and 
two boys’ teams of Class C 

and D players. Only graduat-
ing seniors are eligible for the 
All-Star Games. Rosters are 
on the next page. 

For the 15th year, the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame will recognize one boy 
and one girl as the Western 
Massachusetts Players of the 
Year. A special presentation 
will be made for the recipi-
ents during halftime of one 
of the participating games. A 
panel of local media members 
selects the award winners, 
who are recognized for their 
achievements on the court as 
well as their sportsmanship 
and character off the court.

Participants in the Boys 
Class C and D game include: 
Ware’s Jack Gaudreau and 
Brady Guimond, Palmer’s 
Dylan  Doher ty,  Gavin 
Smola, and Stephen Fredette, 
Mahar’s Jayden Delgado, 
Granby’s Zavien Fernandez, 
and  Monson ’s  Aus t i n 
Meacham.

In the girls game, partic-
ipants include: Minnechaug’s 
Cailin O’Brien, Kelly Cronin, 
and Elizabeth Woytowicz, 
Mahar’s Hayden Comeau, and 
Agawam’s Isabella Laprise,

And in the Boys A and 
B game, participants include: 
Holyoke’s Jordan King-
Perilli, Chicopee’s Dominic 
Garcia, Belchertown’s Jake 
Pacunas,  Minnechaug’s 
Miles Fergus, Chicopee 
Comprehensive’s Brody Fay, 
and South Hadley’s Isiah 
James.

HOLYOKE – At Peck Middle 
School last  Wednesday evening, 
Holyoke 5/6 Suburban boys basketball 
defeated Chicopee 51-37 in the Red 
Division playoffs semifinals. Holyoke 
was scheduled to face East Longmeadow 
in the finals.

St. Patrick’s Day Road Race set to kick off big weekend
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE –  Las t 
March, for the first time 
in several years, it was 
gorgeous weather for the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road 
Race.

More than 6,000 people 
participated in this year’s 
event, with nearly 5,000 
participants finishing the 
10K, or 6.2-mile course.

I t  w a s  S a m u e l 
Whittaker of Salem, CT, 
who finished the race in 
31:24. Alex Corbett, who 
placed second in last year’s 
race, came in 23 seconds 
later at 31:47.

The top female finisher 
was Angelia Rafter at 34:13 
and she placed 12th overall. 
Rafter is from Glastonbury, 
CT.

Among local finishers, 

Matt Provost of Monson 
was 19th overall at 35:09. 
Ryan  Davis  of  South 
Hadley was a close 20th at 
35:10. Lindsay Smith of 
South Hadley finished 22nd 
at 35:12.

While the race course, 
commonly known as a 
“hilly” course throughout 
downtown Holyoke ending 
with a turn off Beech St. 
and up the hill on Hampden 
St. toward the finish line 
remained largely the same, 
there was one noticeable 
change in this year’s event.

Presidential Timing 
took over the official timing 
duties after 4RUN3 went 
out of business last year. 
Those looking for more 
results from the events can 
go to www.presidential-
timing.com to look at more 
specific results from the 
race. Like previous timers, 

you can look up people by 
name and bib number to get 
more specific results.

This year, the road 
race is set to take place on 
Saturday, Mar. 21 with the 
main race beginning at 1 
p.m.

This year’s race would 
feature runners from all 
over the region, the state, 
and surrounding states as 
many are preparing for the 
Boston Marathon, set to 
take place in just under a 
month. Many runners over 
the years have enjoyed 
using the St. Patrick’s Day 
Road Race as practice for 
the marathon because of the 
challenging hills through-
out the streets of Holyoke 
that runners must navigate 
through.

While there has been 
a considerable amount of 
snowfall this past winter, the 

Holyoke DPW will have the 
streets utilized in the race 
ready to go for both run-
ners and spectators. Helping 
matters has been the recent 
warmer weather that has 
helped accelerate the melt-
ing a lot of the snow.

For participants in this 
year’s race, Runner numbers 
and bib-tags can be picked 
up on Friday, Mar. 20 from 
3 to 6 p.m. They can also be 
picked upon Saturday morn-
ing between 9 a.m. and 12 
noon.

There wil l  be free 
shuttle service going form 
H o l y o k e  C o m m u n i t y 
College to the race area. 
The shuttle will drop run-
ners  off  a t  the Mater 
Dolorosa School parking lot 
outside of the clothing drop. 
Race officials advise using a 
shuttle by 12 noon in order 
to make the start of the race.

Local high school 
seniors headed to 
All-Star Games

Noah Cabrera gets a shot off.       

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com
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sports@turley.com
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The participants are off in the 48th running of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road Race last March.	 Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Jayceon Gonzalez sends a long shot away.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com Jayzavian Santiago shoots 

ahead of pressure. Jenzell Santiago gets low as he heads into the paint.

Jaydrian Santiago eyes the hoop.

Holyoke beats Chicopee Holyoke beats Chicopee 
in Suburban semifinalsin Suburban semifinals
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

 CITY OF HOLYOKE
RFP 2026 - 34 

Brown Ave
REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS FOR 
PROPERTY SALE

The City of Holyoke is ac-
cepting offers to purchase and 
develop the land at 37 Brown Av-
enue, Holyoke, MA 01040. The 
land is approximately .14 Acres 
in size and further identified in 
the Holyoke Assessors records as 
Map 081, Block 00, Parcel 042 
and in Hampden County Regis-
try of Deeds Book 24819, Page 
196.

Assessed Value: $268,500 
Suggested Minimum Bid 
$10,000.00

Zoning: Two Family Resi-
dence (R-2)

https://holyokema.mapgeo.io
Offers for the purchase of the 

land should be submitted to:
City of Holyoke

Purchasing Department, Room 3
536 Dwight Street

Holyoke, MA 01040
Attention: BID NUMBER RFP 

2026-34 
Sale of 37 Brown Avenue

Deadline to submit an offer 
is: 3/31/2026 @ 2PM

If City Hall is closed due to an 
unforeseen event such as inclem-
ent weather or other unexpected 
closure, offers will be accepted 
until 2:00 PM on the next nor-
mal business day. The City of 
Holyoke reserves the right to 
reject any and all offers. Offers 
should include the following in-
formation:

• Proponent Background: 
Name, contact information and a 
demonstration that the

proponent has the capacity and 
experience to make any proposed 
improvements.

• Description of intended use 
of the property: Description of 
any proposed improvements, 
timeline of work and estimated 
budget, including purchase, de-
sign, permitting and construc-
tion.

• Explanation of Need: De-
scribe how acquiring the lot 
would benefit the purchaser and 
how it would be a benefit to the 
surrounding area.

• A monetary offer: Specify 
the purchase price for the prop-
erty.

Important Notes:
All City Property Disposi-

tions are governed under MGL 
Ch.30B

To request RFP packet 
please send an email request to 
morrowj@holyoke.org
03/13, 03/20, 03/27/2026

CITY OF HOLYOKE
RFP 2026 - 33 

HILLSIDE AVE
REQUEST FOR

 PROPOSALS FOR
PROPERTY SALE

The City of Holyoke is accept-
ing offers to purchase and devel-
op the land at 432 Hillside Ave-
nue, Holyoke, MA 01040. The 
land is approximately .173 Acres 
in size and further identified in 
the Holyoke Assessors records as 
Map 123, Block 00, Parcel 021 
and in Hampden County Regis-

try of Deeds Book 26065, Page 
525.

Assessed Value: $218,500 
SUGGESTED MINIMUM BID 
$10,000.00

Zoning: Single Family Resi-
dence (R-1A)

https://holyokema.mapgeo.io
Offers for the purchase of the 

land should be submitted to:
City of Holyoke

Purchasing Department, Room 3
536 Dwight Street

Holyoke, MA 01040
Attention: BID NUMBER RFP 

2026-33 
Sale of 432 Hillside Avenue
Deadline to submit an offer 

is: 3/31/2026 2:30 PM
If City Hall is closed due to an 

unforeseen event such as inclem-
ent weather or other unexpected 
closure, offers will be accepted 
until 2:30 PM on the next nor-
mal business day. The City of 
Holyoke reserves the right to re-
ject any and or all offers. Offers 
should include the following in-
formation:

• Proponent Background: 
Name, contact information and a 
demonstration that the proponent 
has the capacity and experience 
to make any proposed improve-
ments.

• Description of intended use 
of the property: Description of 
any proposed improvements, 
timeline of work and estimated 
budget, including purchase, de-
sign, permitting and construc-
tion.

• Explanation of Need: De-
scribe how acquiring the lot 
would benefit the purchaser and 
how it would be a benefit to the 
surrounding area.

• A monetary offer: Specify 
the purchase price for the prop-
erty.

Important Notes:
All City Property Disposi-

tions are governed under MGL 
Ch.30B

To request RFP packet 
please send an email request to 
morrowj@holyoke.org
03/13, 03/20, 03/27/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0493EA
Estate of: 

Constance F Gamache 
Date of Death: 02/04/2026
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Public Admin-

istration has been filed by ohn 
J Ferriter of Holyoke, MA re-
questing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
J Ferriter of Holyoke, MA be 
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve 
With Corporate Surety on the 

bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 04/06/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 09, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probae

03/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No.  

HD26P0386GD
In the matter of: 
Andrew Houle

Of: Holyoke, MA
Respondent

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF GUARDIAN FOR 

INCAPACITATED PERSON
PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Department of Developmental 
Serv of Springfield, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleging 
that Andrew Houle is in need of 
a Guardian and requesting that 
Cheryl Van Gerven of Oxford, 
MA (or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond..

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 

is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
03/25/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine 
T. Stoudemire,  First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: February 25, 2026

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/13/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a Special 
permit application of Holyoke 
Mall Company - Pyramid Com-
panies at 50 Holyoke Street (176-
00-Lot 10C) to raise the roof 
height of approximately 50,000 
sq ft of the former Sears to ac-
commodate layout for Dick’s 
House of Sport project per sec 
5.3.1. Hearing will take place 
on Monday, March 23, 2026 at 
6:30 pm at Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St and can be ac-
cessed remotely via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID 836 8603 7067 
Meeting Passcode 652755 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 
same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
For a copy of the application or 
to provide comments, please 
contact City Council Admin 
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
Anderson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org 
or by phone 413-322-5525. 

DGR Chair 
Richard Purcell

03/06, 03/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0450EA 
Estate of: 

Kenneth H. Lubold
Date of Death: 

November 25, 2025 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Paula Lubold 
of Holyoke, MA and Petitioner 
Richard Lubold of Holyoke, 
MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Paula Lubold of Holyoke, 
MA and Richard Lubold of 
Holyoke, MA have been infor-
mally appointed as the Personal 
Representatives of the estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representatives 
under the Massachusetts Uni
form Probate Code without su
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter
ested parties are entitled to no
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representa-
tives and can petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioners. 
03/13/2026

City of Holyoke 
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee of 
the Holyoke City Council as well 
as the Holyoke Planning Board 
will hold separate public hear-
ings to hear a zoning ordinance 
text change proposal to require 
a certain percentage of native 
plantings in new construction or 
major rehabilitation projects and 
to bring the city into alignment 
with Massachusetts’ Prohibit-
ed Plant List in banning their 
use. Planning Board public 
hearing will be held on Tues-
day, March 24th, 2026 at 5:30 
p.m. via www.zoom.us Meeting 
ID: 821 5782 8682 or by call in 
at 1-646-558-8656 with same 
meeting ID. Ordinance Com-
mittee public hearing will be 
held on Tuesday, March 24th, 
2026 at 6:30 p.m. at Holyoke 
City Hall 536 Dwight St and can 
be accessed remotely via zoom.
us Meeting ID 847 9735 1126 
Meeting Passcode 243017 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 
same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
To provide comments to the 
Planning Board, please contact 
Brianna Tejada at tejadab@holy-
oke.org. To provide comments to 
the Ordinance Committee, please 
contact City Council Admin 
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
Anderson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org 
or by phone 413-322-5525.

Planning Board Chair, 
Lauren Niles
Ordinance Chair, 
Meg Magrath-Smith

03/06, 03/13/2026

Public Auction Sale
March 28, 2026 at 8:30am

42 Main Street, Holyoke MA
All Sales Cash

Immediate removal day of sale

Furniture, Appliances, TVs and 
other items

Nice Yamaha Piano
Lot 16638 (S. Ferrigan) (65pe)
Great Deals ~ Bring a Truck

03/13, 03/20/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. D17P0179GD 

In the interests of 
Andrew E Houle 
Of: Holyoke, MA  
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF  PETITION FOR 

TERMINATION OF A 
GUARDIAN OF AN 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Department of Developmental 
Svcs of Springfield, MA in the 
above captioned matter request-
ing that the court:

Terminate the Guardianship  
of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that the 
Guardian and/or Conservator 
should be allowed to resign; 
or should be removed for good 
cause; or that the Guardianship 
and/or Conservatorship is no 
longer necessary and therefore 
should be terminated. The orig-
inal petition is on file with the 
court. 

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. lf you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of 03/25/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in thls matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court
Date: February 25, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/13/2026
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING, 
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite 
surface plates, red head spindles and 
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34 
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-
543-1227.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – Oil and 
Gas, AC service also. 413-222-2904 
Bobby.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor.

 Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year
construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor 
carpentry.

413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

The Town of Oakham is
seeking an experienced certified 

municipal TOWN CLERK.
10 hours a week. $31.82 -$40.30 depend-
ing on experience. 
Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a 
full job description and town employment 
application.

The Town of Oakham is seeking
 an experienced working

 HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT. 
The Highway Superintendent serves as 
the working department head responsible 
for the planning, administration, and day-
to-day operations of the Town’s Highway 
department. Pay rate is $31.82 – $40.30/hr 
depending on experience. 
Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a 
full job description and town employment 
application.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED WANTED SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

TAX SERVICES

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

SERVICES

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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Holyoke Community College 
Summer Youth Programs 
for Ages 8-16

July 27-31, Minecraft Designers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
August 3-7, Python Programmers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 20-24, Make Your First Video Game (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 13-17, ROBLOX Coders (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Around the world with 
Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Cooking without Borders with 
Chez Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Passport to Flavors with 
Chef Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

Check out our adult enrichment 
courses, too! hcc.edu/bcs

Save your spot and register 
today for summer fun!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Caring For Kids 
For 30+ Years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM/K-6TH GRADE
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 22ND-AUGUST 21ST

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Join Our Toddler 
Room Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Summer camp is some-
thing akin to a rite of pas-
sage for millions of young-
sters each year. Many adults 
look back fondly on their 
experiences at summer 
camp, often crediting such 
times as formative periods 
in their lives.

Summer camp benefits 
children in myriad ways. 
Recognition of the many 
advantages of attending 
summer camp can serve as 
a great reminder of just how 
fun it can be for children to 
spend their time away from 
school at a camp of their 
choosing.

• Campers continue to 
socialize throughout sum-

mer. Socializing isn’t just 
for the school year. While 
children in high school 
might be independent 
enough to come and go with 
their friends during summer 
break, kids who are still in 
elementary school or mid-
dle school might not be old 
enough to handle such free-
dom. That can make it hard 
to stay in touch with friends, 
which in turn can contribute 
to feelings of boredom and 
loneliness. Camp provides 
ample opportunities for 
young children to socialize 
during a time of year when 
they might not see their 
school friends as often as 
they’re used to. 

• Campers can expand 
their horizons. Though 
some summer camps are 
exclusive to residents of 
certain communities, many 
tend to feature children 
from numerous towns or 
municipalities. Such camps 
provide an opportunity for 
campers to expand their 
horizons by engaging with 
youngsters who come from 
different backgrounds. In-
deed, the Graduate School 
of Education at Harvard 
University notes that sum-
mer camp may be the first 
time children spend substan-
tial amounts of time with 
people whose backgrounds 
differ from their own.

• Camp can get kids 
off their devices. Modern 
children are growing up in 
a digital world, and parents 
know how hard it can be to 
get kids to put down their 
devices and get outdoors. 
But the key to making that 
pivot could be access to out-
door play spaces. A 2025 
study from researchers at 
the University of Michi-
gan published in the jour-
nal Health and Place found 
that efforts to reduce kids’ 
screen time are more suc-
cessful when children are 
given a chance to play out-
side. Many summer camps 
are structured around out-
door play, making them a 

potentially invaluable ally as 
parents seek to help children 
cut back on the time they 
spend using their devices. 
Children who do not attend 
camp and live in households 
where both parents work or 
in single-parent households 
where Mom or Dad works 
may be forced to spend 
much of summer indoors, 
which could increase the 
frequency with which they 
turn to devices to occupy 
their time.

• Camp adds structure 
to summer days. Once a 
school year ends, the struc-
ture a school day provides 
vanishes into thin air. Cou-
ple that with extracurricular 

activities that go on hiatus 
during summer vacation, 
and kids accustomed to 
structure are left with little 
to do and no need to sched-
ule their time. That can add 
an aimlessness to summer 
days. Camp can provide 
the structure kids are ac-
customed to but still offer a 
break from responsibilities 
like homework or the com-
mitments required of extra-
curricular activities.

There’s no shortage of 
benefits to enrolling young-
sters in summer camp, where 
kids can socialize, grow and 
get off their devices while 
engaged in structured but 
stress-free activities. 

The benefits of attending summer camp

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

2026 Summer Riding Sessions
June 29 - July 3 • July 20 - July 24
August 10 - August 14 • August 24-28

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Check Out These Great Camps!Check Out These Great Camps!

Proud publishers
of 12 community 

newspapers

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise your 

business here


