
HOLYOKE –  On 
Monday morning, the Irish 
flag was raised in front of 
the John F. Kennedy mon-
ument led by the Ancient 
Order of the Hibernians, the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day 
Committee, and city offi-
cials, who held a ceremo-
ny. Speeches were made by 
Mayor Joshua Garcia, and 

Parade Marshal Michael 
Moriarty. The Irish flag-rais-
ing ceremony has become 
another tradition added to 
the slate of events to cele-
brate road to St. Patrick’s 
Day in Holyoke. The Grand 
Colleen and her court and 
many of this year’s award 
winners were also in atten-
dance at the event.

Irish seasonbegins with flag raising

Republican challenger to Gov. Healey visits
By Amanda Munson

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On Feb. 
20, the Republican Town 
Committee held a meet 
and greet for Republican 
Candidate for governor 
Mike Minogue to discuss 
his goals and plans in the 
state. Held in the ban-
quet room of Tony and 
Pennies ,  The Holyoke 
Sun spoke with Chairman 
of the Republican Town 

Committee Ron Saloio and 
understood the importance 
of bringing in government 
leaders to a local level, 
speaking with individuals 
and asking questions face-
to-face, and getting real-
time answers.

Saloio, who’s been part 
of the Republican Town 
Committee for a couple of 
years and was involved in 
the school committee in the 
past, shared that now that as 
chairman of the committee, 

he’s happy to get the Town 
involved in events like these 
and was grateful for the 
attendance at the evening’s 
meet and greet. 

“It’s great, a lot of the 
people that do a lot for the 
Town are here. That’s a 
good thing and it just shows 
that people want to get 
involved and people want to 
make a change. 

That’s the most import-
ant part; we can’t let things 
happen to us anymore. We 

have to get out there and 
make things happen them-
selves, I’m really excited 
about this turnout,” said 
Saloio.

When asked about 
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HOLYOKE – More than 
225 current eighth grad-
ers applied for admission 
to Holyoke High School’s 
Dean Tech campus next 
fall—and soon they will find 
out whether they have been 
selected by lottery to attend.

In all, 130 incoming 
freshmen will be accept-
ed to attend the district’s 
career and technical edu-
cation high school in the 
fall. Dean Tech offers nine 
Career Technical   Education 
(CTE) pathways, including 
Advanced Manufacturing, 
Auto Collision, Carpentry, 
Cosmeto logy,  Cu l ina ry 
Arts, Diesel Technology, 
Electrical, Health Assisting, 
and Programming and Web 
Development.

“The application window 
closed on February 28, as 
planned,” explained Director 
of Enrollment Services & 
Transpor ta t ion Rebecca 
Lamb. “The next step is for 
our enrollment team to pull 
and verify attendance and 
discipline data for all appli-
cants to determine how many 
entries in the lottery each 
individual will receive.”

As a reminder, each 
applicant receives one lot-
tery ticket for applying, and 
can earn additional lottery 
chances for maintaining good 
attendance and for having no 
major disciplinary actions. 
Ms. Lamb anticipates being 
able to announce the results 
of the lottery on or about 
Wednesday, March 11.

Dean Tech 
lottery 
results 
imminent

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Local his-
tory was made in January 
when the Holyoke City 
Council elected its first-ever 
vice president council.

Previously, the legisla-
tive body of the city only had 
a president that was elected 
by the body and there was no 
one else designated to lead 
the council in the absence of 
the council president.

The counci l  agreed 
almost two years ago to 
change its rules and name 
a vice president, something 
communities like Agawam 
do have.

At the Feb. 17 meeting, 
Council President Murphy-
Romboletti announced she 
would hold an election to 
name a new vice president, 
and Meg Magrath-Smith, 
who represents Ward 7, was 
elected on the first ballot.

She received nine votes 
of the 13-member body. 
Councilor  Linda Vacon 
received two votes, and Patti 
Devine received the other 
two votes. Councilor Israel 
Rivera supported Devine to 
be the vice president.

Magra th-Smi th  was 
immediately sworn in as the 
new council vice president. 
Magrath-Smith is in her sec-
ond term on the city council 
and replaced former Council 
President Todd McGee.

In  Janua ry,  R ive ra 
was named the first-ev-
er vice president following 
the re-election of Murphy-
Romboletti as council pres-
ident.

But Rivera summarily 
resigned following pressure 
that stemmed from an arrest 
in December 2025 for oper-
ating under the influence of 
alcohol. The ensuing con-
troversy further damaged 
Rivera’s reputation as body 
cam footage showed him 
making disparaging remarks 
about the Holyoke Police 
Department and making 
threats to cut their budget. He 
also used racial slurs in cam 
footage.

He resolved the case 
with a continuance with-
out a finding and will have 
to attend a class and lose his 
license for a period of time. 
His behavior also got him 
axed from the Public Safety 
Committee, and he also gave 
up his chair on the govern-
ment relations committee. 
He then resigned as council 
president, all amid pressures 
from the Holyoke Police 

Ward 7 
councilor 
named 
new VP

See VP, page 7
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HOLYOKE – “Parade 
season” is underway in the 
City of Holyoke.

It has gone from being 
just a weekend featuring the 
St. Patrick’s Day Road Race 
and the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade, and now there are 
numerous events beginning 
in March and leading up to 
the main events.

Starting earlier this 
week, the Ancient Order of 
the Hibernians joined the 

mayor and city officials 
and the St. Patrick’s Day 
Committee to raise the Irish 
flag at city hall in order to 
herald Irish season. 

Coming up next, there 
will be a public safety meet-
ing held at the Holyoke Elks 
Lodge featuring a lunch 
event at 12 noon on Friday, 
Mar. 6. With several inci-
dents that have happened 
at public events in recent 
years, the St.  Patrick’s 
Committee has been regular-
ly holding safety meetings 
in order to convene stake-

holders involved with the 
parade.

A t  t he  l unch ,  t he 
Committee will convene 
federal, state, and local 
public safety agencies for 
a coordinated planning 
session in preparation for 
Parade Weekend. Officials 
will review logistics, safety 
protocols, and operational 
plans to ensure a safe and 
successful celebration for all 
attendees.

The next big events 
will take place on Saturday, 
March 7 starting with the 

Tartan Party for Dobbin. It 
begins at 2 p.m. and takes 
place at Heritage State Park.

A family-friendly after-
noon at the Holyoke Merry-
Go-Round featuring unlim-
ited rides, free face paint-
ing, crafts, and Holyoke 
Tartan merchandise for sale. 
Admission is $5 per person 
or $10 per family.

There wil l  a lso be 
face-painting, hair braid-
ing and green glitter, a craft 
table, and plenty of food, 
beer, and wine for sale to go 
with the unlimited merry-

go-round rides for attendees.
Marshal Mania will 

take place that evening, 
going from 6:30 to 11 p.m. 
An evening of live music 
and celebration featuring 
“Unforgettable Fire,” the 
premier U2 tribute band, 
with opening act the Greater 
Holyoke All Star Band. 
Tickets are $30 and pro-
ceeds go to benefit the com-
mittee.

Final ly,  on Sunday 
morning, the weekend is 

St. Patrick’s Committee announces calendar as parade season gets underway

See PARADE, page 10

Turley photos by Amanda Munson
Republican Candidate for governor Mike Minogue talks about his values, family and work background, while highlighting his reasons 
for running against current Governor Maura Healey. The room was packed with Republican Town Committee members and guests.

Left, both flags fly high as Irish season gets underway in Holyoke. Right, The Irish flag is raised.

Submitted photos
The Grand Colleen and her court 
along with several 2026 award recipients 
gather in front of the flag poles.
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City now seeks administrator to carry out financial plans
HOLYOKE – In the wake 

of the Holyoke City Council’s 
approval last week of Mayor 
Joshua A. Garcia’s Financial 
Modernization Act, Garcia has 
launched the search for one of 
the key players in the City’s 
redesigned financial landscape 
— the Chief Administrative 
and Financial Officer, or 
CAFO.

“We’re looking for a 
dynamic, mission-driven lead-
er,” Garcia said. “This newly 
created role offers a rare 
opportunity to help shape the 
future of City government by 

strengthening day-to-day oper-
ations and modernizing how 
the City manages its financ-
es. The CAFO will play a key 
leadership role in organizing 
separate financial offices into 
a centralized finance depart-
ment, implementing consis-
tent systems and controls, and 
driving citywide coordination 
across departments.”

At the Mayor’s direction, 
the CAFO will exercise over-
sight of all City departments 
and coordination of special 
projects and interdepartmental 
initiatives. The management 

responsibilities include bud-
geting, collective bargaining, 
and purchasing, as well as 
implementation of the Mayor’s 
policies and initiatives.

The CAFO will also serve 
as an advisor to the Mayor, 
City Council, and municipal 
departments and boards.

Candidates for the posi-
tion, which pays between 
$115,000 and $160,000, must 
meet a high standard of educa-
tion and professional achieve-
ment.

“This is an ideal oppor-
tunity for a collaborative, 

solutions-oriented leader 
who thrives in complex envi-
ronments and is excited to 
build new systems, improve 
processes, and deliver results 
that matter,” Garcia said. “If 
you thrive in complex envi-
ronments, love improving 
systems, and want to make a 
lasting impact, Holyoke wants 
you.”

Those interested can 
apply on Indeed.com or send 
resume and cover letter to 
Personnel@holyoke.org. 

The application deadline 
is March 31.

◗  In The News

Samra appointed to HCC Board of Trustees  
HOLYOKE – Patricia 

Samra, of West Springfield 
and Cambridge, a recently 
retired healthcare execu-
tive, has been appointed to 
the Holyoke Community 
College Board of Trustees 
by Gov. Maura Healey.  

Unt i l  2025,  Samra , 
a master’s level registered 
nurse, was the vice presi-
dent of HR Operations and 
Total Rewards at Baystate 
Health in a career that began 
with the Springfield-based 
healthcare organization in 
1986. Over 40 years, she 

served two 14-year stints at 
Baystate, starting as a reg-
istered nurse before moving 
into human resources. 

Before  re turning to 
Baystate for her second stint 
in 2006, she worked for nine 
years as an independent 
healthcare consultant for the 
Dix Consulting Group in 
Portland Maine.

She holds a  bache-
lor’s degree in nursing and 
a master’s degree in nurs-
ing administration from the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. 

Samra a t tended her 
first HCC Board of Trustees 
meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 
24.  

“ I  be l i eve  commu-
nity colleges are power-
ful engines for equity and 
transformation,” she said. 
“Serving on the HCC Board 
of Trustees will allow me to 
bring my experience, val-
ues-driven leadership ,and 
commitment to expanding 
pathways that help every 
student succeed.”  

Her term runs through 
March 1, 2029. 

Women needed for state commission
B O S T O N  –  T h e 

Massachusetts Commission 
on the Status of Women is 
currently seeking candidates 
for the Hampden County 
Commission on the Status of 
Women, one of 11 Regional 
Commissions across the 
Commonwealth  that strives 
to represent women and girls 
in the areas of equality and 
opportunity. 

T h e  m i s s i o n  o f 
the  Hampden County 
Commission on the Status 
of Women (HCCSW) is to 

provide a permanent, influ-
ential voice for women and 
girls across the county that 
facilitates and fosters com-
munity and inclusiveness. 
The Commission stands 
for fundamental freedoms, 
basic human rights, and the 
full enjoyment of life for all 
women and girls throughout 
their lives.

HCCSW represents 
all cities and towns in 
Hampden County which 
include Agawam, Blandford, 
Brimfield, Chester, Chicopee, 

East Longmeadow, Granville, 
Hampden, Holland, Holyoke, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Monson,  Montgomery, 
Palmer, Russell, Southwick, 
Springfield, Tolland, Wales, 
West Springfield, Westfield, 
and Wilbraham.

To app ly  fo r  the 
H a m p d e n  C o u n t y 
Commission on the Status 
of Women and to submit a 
resume, please visit: https://
masscsw.org/about/region-
a l -commiss ions /hamp-
den-county/

UCCH holding corned beef dinner
H O LYO K E  —  S t . 

Patrick’s Day is right around 
the corner, and what better 
way to celebrate than by 
indulging in some Corned 
Beef and Cabbage for a good 
cause? Well, now is your 
chance. 

United Congregational 
Church of Holyoke  is host-
ing  a Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner Fundraiser 
on Saturday, Mar. 14 at 6 

p.m. Dinners will include 
dessert and coffee or tea and 
can be dine-in or take-out. 
Tickets are $17 each and can 
be reserved by calling the 
church office at 413-532-
1483.  

All Proceeds will go to 
the  Outreach Community to 
continue their critical work in 
the community. 

T h e  U n i t e d 
Congregational Church of 

Holyoke is an Open and 
Affirming congregation of 
the United Church of Christ. 
We welcome all individuals, 
regardless of where they are 
on their journey. If you’d like 
to learn more about UCCH, 
please visit our website 
at  www.uccholyoke.org, find 
us on Facebook or Instagram, 
or call our office at 413-532-
1483 Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Providence Place holding 
Spring Concert Series

HOLYOKE – Providence 
Place will be kicking off the 
first concert of the Spring 
series on Sunday, March 1 at 2 
p.m. in the Mother of Sorrows 
Chapel. Providence Place is 
located at 5 Gamelin Street 
in Holyoke, right behind the 
Holyoke Mall. 

The March 1 concert 
will include a performance 
by the UMASS SIA Lambda 
Phi Chapter who will be pre-
senting a variety of vocal and 

instrumental selections that 
features music throughout his-
tory – from the classical era 
onward. This event is free and 
open to the public with ample 
parking available, no RSVP is 
necessary. 

For more information on 
the concert or if you are inter-
ested in learning more about 
our retirement community, 
please contact Katelyn Bacon 
at 413-534-9700 or email kba-
con@providenceplace.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE TO
FORMER HOLYOKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS
Please be advised that student’s Special Education

(Chapter 766) records, with a withdrawal date within the year 
2017/2018 will be destroyed on March 18, 2026. 

If you wish to obtain a copy of your records, please contact the:
Holyoke Public Schools, Special Education Department

57 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
Tel: 413-534-2000 Ext. 1209

This does not pertain to current 
Special Education Student’s records. 

This notice does not pertain to student’s transcripts 
Which are dealt under 603 CMR 23.06

AVISO PUBLICO
PARA LOS EX-ESTUDIANTES DE EDUCACION ESPECIAL

DE LAS ESCUELAS PÚBLICAS DE HOLYOKE
Favor informarse que los archivos de estudiantes de 
Educación Especial (Capitulo 766) con fecha de retiro 

dentro del año 2017/2018, serán destruidos 
el 18 de Marzo de 2026. Si desea obtener una copia 

de sus archivos, favor de comunicarse con las:
Escuelas Públicas de Holyoke, 

Departamento de Educación Especial 
Calle Suffolk # 57, Holyoke, MA 01040

Tel: 413-534-2000 ext. 1209
Este aviso no concierne los archivos actuales 

de Educación Especial. Este aviso no concierne 
las trascripciones del estudiante bajo 603 MCR 23.06

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/5/26-3/11/263/5/26-3/11/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................. 

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TALAPIA FILLETS ......................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN RED EXPRESS

14” CHEESE PIZZA 35 OZ ..............

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$222
lb

lb

$399USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ............................

lb

lb
$669

$149

77¢

USDA INSP. S
SMOKED PORK 
SHOULDER PICNIC ........................$199

lb

$999
lb

BEEF RIB EYE
STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$166
lb

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CUBED GOAT MEAT .............
USDA INSP. FRESH

SOUP CHICKEN (FOWL) .....

SOUP’S ON!
$444

lb

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$619
lb

BEEF CHUCK ROAST 
or STEAK

  

Tuesday Night 6pm

Pitch Night
$5 per person

Wednesday Night 6:30pm

Bar Bingo
Friday Night  starts at 7:30 pm

Trivia Night $5 per person

7 Days A Week  

Queen of Hearts Raffle
$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets

Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Sat., March 14th 5-7pm

IRISH NIGHT DINNER
Ribs, Corned Beef & Cabbage

with Potatoes and Carrots
$10 per person

Sat., March 21st 4-7pm

Live Music by Dee Reilly

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

March 12th
Billy Eagen
March 13th
Kilashandra
March 14th
Corner Boys

March 15th
Holyoke Caledonian 

Pipe Band • Dee Reilly

March 16th
Blaney Brothers

March 17th
J. McArdle & J. Murphy 

The Healys

Saturday, 
March 7th

6-9pm
Desmond 
Burke & 
Friends

Carlos Vega Fund for Social Justice grant applications now open
HOLYOKE – This year 

marks the 15th year of The 
Carlos Vega Fund for Social 
Justice mini grants.

Local non-profits and 
individuals are invited to 
apply for funding between 
Mar. 9 and the Apr. 20 dead-
line, by completing the appli-
cation form available at www.
carlosvegafund.org. All appli-
cants must have either 501(c)
(3) status or be fiscally spon-
sored by a 501(c)(3) organi-

zation.
For more than 40 years, 

Carlos Vega fought for social 
justice in the Greater Holyoke 
area. In 2010, a small group 
of family and friends started 
the Fund to support the kind 
of social justice initiatives that 
were important to Carlos.

This year the Carlos 
Vega Fund for Social Justice 
will provide grants amount-
ing up to $2,000 to be used 
for one-time programing or 

project that focuses on the 
fundamental primary causes 
of injustice, fosters change, 
and promotes self-help and 
empowerment.  

The purpose of the grants 
is to support the efforts of 
those who are addressing 
issues of poverty and oppres-
sion, and involve people who 
are socially and economically 
marginalized in the Greater 
Holyoke area.

Previous mini grants 

have supported a variety 
of organizations includ-
ing: Girls Inc. of the Valley, 
Granby Public Schools, 
The Gray House, Holyoke 
Public Schools, Holyoke 
Safe Neighborhood Initiative, 
Holyoke Senior Center, 
Home City Development, 
OneHolyoke CDC, The 
P e r f o r m a n c e  P r o j e c t , 
Lo r r a ine ’s  K i t chen  i n 
Chicopee, Common Wealth 
Murals, Seeds of a Father, 

The Care Center, Eagle 
Eye Institute, Wellspring 
Cooperative and Wistariahurst 
Museum.

T h e  C a r l o s  Ve g a 
Fund for Social Justice is 
administered through the 
Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts and 
is overseen by an adviso-
ry committee. Since 2012, 
the Fund has awarded more 
than $90,000 to more than 50 
organizations in the greater 

Holyoke area.
Grant Awardees and the 

2026 Social Justice Award 
recipient will be public-
ly announced at an event on 
May 28.

For further information 
and/or to obtain an applica-
tion, please visit the Carlos 
Vega Fund for Social Justice 
website at http://www.car-
losvegafund.org/ or contact 
Aaron Vega at carlosvega-
fund.413@gmail.com.

First Lutheran 
presents Dan 
Kane Singers

HOLYOKE –  F i r s t 
Lutheran is hosting a free con-
cert that is open to all the com-
munity on March 29 (Palm 
Sunday) at 2 p.m. The concert 
will feature the popular group, 
Dan Kane and Friends. First 
Lutheran Church is located 
at 1810 Northampton St., 
Holyoke. Dan Kane will also 
lead a sing-a-long with a cou-
ple of familiar hymns. 
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HCC hosting health careers open house
HOLYOKE — Holyoke 

Community College will 
host an open house at its 
Center for Health Education 
& Simulation on Thursday, 
March 26, for anyone inter-
ested in exploring educa-
tional programs and careers 
in healthcare, human ser-
vices, and veterinary and 
animal science.   

Visitors to the Health 
Careers Open House are 
welcome to tour HCC’s 
state-of-the-art health edu-
cation facility from 4 to 6 
p.m. and talk to representa-
tives from the college’s pro-
grams in nursing (RN and 
LPN), radiologic technol-

ogy, veterinary and animal 
science, medical assisting, 
Foundations of Health (pub-
lic health), CNA (certified 
nursing assistant), medi-
cal billing and coding, and 
human services.  

The event is free and 
open to the public.

The building, located at 
404 Jarvis Ave., just off the 
main HCC campus, is home 
to the college’s nursing and 
radiologic technology pro-
grams, and medical simula-
tion labs. 

There will also be rep-
resentatives attending from 
the offices of financial aid, 
admissions, advising, and 

workforce development to 
talk to prospective students 
about  their  educat ional 
options and career pathways. 

“This is  a  fantast ic 
chance to dive into all of our 
health majors in one exciting 
event,” said nursing resource 
coordinator Dee Wescott. 
“We welcome everyone to 
explore our cutting-edge 
simulation labs, connect 
with our dedicated faculty 
and staff, and discover the 
exceptional student support 
services that set us apart.” 

If you can’t make it in 
person, please contact Dee 
Westcott at  dwestcott@hcc.
edu for more information.

Founding mothers book chosen for discussion at Wistariahurst
HOLYOKE – Join fel-

low readers for the next 
book discussion group at 
Wistariahurst beginning Mar. 
24. This book club, coincid-
ing with Women’s History 
Month ,  wi l l  d ive  in to 
“Founding Mothers: The 
Women Who Raised Our 
Nation” by Cokie Roberts. 

“Founding Mothers” 
is the perfect read to cele-
brate both Women’s History 
Month and the 250th anni-
versary of the United States. 

This book tells the 
stories of the women who 
have shaped the history of 
this country and their part 

in the American Revolution. 
“Founding Mothers” dis-
cusses women such as 
Abigail Adams, Mercy Otis 
Warren,  Deborah Read 
Franklin, Eliza Pinckney, 
Catherine Littlefield Green, 
Esther DeBerdt Reed, and 
Martha Washington. These 
women, among others, were 
crucial in forming a new 
nation. 

This book discussion 
group will meet over the 
course of four weeks on 
Mar. 24, Mar. 31, Apr. 7, 
and Apr. 14 from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. at Wistariahurst 
Museum. The required read-

ings for each meeting are as 
follows: 

• Tuesday, Mar. 24 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. having read 
pages 14-95 

• Tuesday, Mar. 31 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. having read 
pages 96-159 

• Tuesday, Apr. 7 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. having read pages 
160-241 

• Tuesday, Apr. 14 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. having read 
pages 242-292 

Visit your local branch 
to get a copy of “Founding 
Mothers: The Women Who 
Raised Our Nation.” If the 
book isn’t available at your 

local library, ask about an 
inter library loan. 

This book is also avail-
able for free as an eBook 
on Libby and Hoopla and 
as an audiobook on Hoopla. 
Participation in this book 
discussion group is free and 
open to the public. 

We look forward to 
meeting with readers to 
discuss this unique, explor-
a t ive  book!  In teres ted 
r eade r s  shou ld  r eg i s -
te r  on  Wis ta r iahurs t ’s 
Eventbrite page: https://
www.even tbr i t e . com/o /
w i s t a r i a h u r s t - m u s e -
um-64788818143.

 In The News ◗

Grant enables HCC child watch center program to add evening hours 
HOLYOKE– Holyoke 

Community College has been 
awarded a $245,000 grant 
from the Irene E. and George 
A. Davis Foundation to add 
additional staff and evening 
hours to its Itsy Bitsy Child 
Watch program. 

The grant will pay for 
the hiring of two more staff 
workers (one full time and one 
part time). That will allow the 
child watch center to increase 
capacity by operating a sec-
ond classroom during its bus-
iest daytime hours and also by 
adding care hours in the eve-
nings for students who take 
classes at night. 

Itsy Bitsy Child Watch is 
a free center on HCC’s main 

campus for parents in need 
of short-term childcare while 
they attend class, study, or 
meet with tutors and advisers. 
It opened as a pilot program in 
fall 2022 and was so success-
ful it quickly reached capacity 
in its original location.  

In September 2025, the 
child watch center opened 
in a larger, newly renovated 
space funded by a previous 
$600,000 grant from the Davis 
Foundation. 

“At the Davis Foundation, 
we have five priorities: We 
fund early childhood, early 
literacy, the K-16 pathway, 
youth development, and eco-
nomic mobility,” Executive 
Director Kiley O’Meara said 

at the grand reopening cel-
ebration for the center. “So, 
it’s everything that you all are 
doing here, every day. Really, 
every college needs this, and 
we’re just thrilled to be a part 
of it.”

The new Itsy Bitsy Child 
Watch Center, located on 
the second floor of the Frost 
Building, roughly doubled 
the capacity of children it 
can serve at any given time, 
from 10 to 19. It has two full 
classrooms for different age 
groups, a dedicated children’s 
bathroom, an office, an adjoin-
ing gross motor skills room, 
and an expanded kitchenette 
with a dishwasher and full-
size refrigerator. 

“It’s a beautiful space,” 
sa id  Pres iden t  George 
Timmons, “but it isn’t just 
about square footage. This is 
about possibility and remov-
ing barriers. This is about say-
ing to student parents: We see 
you; we support you; and we 
want you to get to the finish 
line.”

According to Kimm 
Quinlan, HCC director of 
early childhood initiatives, 
student parents who use the 
child watch service have high-
er than average course com-
pletion rates and are more 
likely to graduate. 

“We know it works,” 
Quinlan said. “With the gen-
erous support of the Davis 

Foundation, Itsy Bitsy Child 
Watch is able to meet a crit-
ical need for our parent-
ing students. We are deeply 
grateful for this investment, 
which brings real relief to our 
program and will allow us to 
better support student success 
across our community.”

The Itsy Bitsy Child 
Watch program, which serves 
children from three months 
to 12 years old, is now open 
Mondays from 7:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. and Tuesdays 
through Fridays from 7:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  

Starting in the fall 2026 
semester, the center will also 
be open for evening care four 
to five evenings a week. 

Scholarship
season ends
March 13

Best 
Pizza 

in
Town

You 
Ring 
We 

Bring213 South Street, Holyoke

Two Large Pizzas,
 1 Topping Each & 2 Liter Soda

$33.50 +Tax

#1

One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$32.99 +Tax

#2

#4 One Party Size Cheese Pizza,
20 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$44.50 +Tax

Ten Wings w/French Fries
$17.99 +Tax

Two 16” Grinders with 
Bag of Chips & Can of Soda

$25.99 +Tax

#11

#13

#16

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE

www.holyokepizza.com 

Clipless Coupons – Order By Number

413.532.6666WE DELIVER!

8” Grinder or Pita Pocket 
with Fries & FREE Can of Soda

$14.25+Tax

One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$40.99 +Tax

One Large 2 Topping Pizza,
& FREE 2 Liter Soda

$23.99 +Tax

One Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$30.99 +Tax

#5

#10

#6

#14

DAILY SPECIALSDAILY SPECIALS
(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 .....$8.95 
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda .................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda ............................. $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda .................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda .................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ................... $15.50
10” Cheese Pizza ................................................$8.95 Each Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............... $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda ....................... $10.99

Holyoke Pizza
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!!!

FAMILY
 SPECIAL

      Large 1 Topping Pizza, 
    Small Cheese Calzone, 

2 Liter Soda &
10 Wings 10 Wings $43.50 $43.50 +Tax+Tax

Admission: $8
Free for children under 12 years

Mention where you saw this ad or show your WMFF 
membership card and get $1.00 of your admission.

2026 Fly Fishing Expo 

Hosted by: Western Mass. Fly Fishermen  
 

Monday, March 16th 
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

Speaker at 7:30 
 
 

    
Ludlow Elks Lodge 69 Chapin Street Ludlow, Mass  
ADMISSION: $8.00; Free for children under 12 years 

 
 

Exhibitors: Fly rod builders, fly fishing/material vendors. Mass 
State and Wildlife experts, other related exhibitors. 
 
Giant Raffle: Many fishing items, bucket raffles for custom tied 
flies. 
 
Door prize: fly rod combo. 
 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Andy J. Danylchuk - From Striped Bass to 
Trout: Science-Based Best Practices for Catch-And-Release 
 
 

More info at WMFFCLUB.ORG 
 

Refreshments/Food for sale 
 

Mention where you saw this flyer or show your WMFF 
membership card and get $1.00 off your admission 

2026 
Fly Fishing
EXPO

Exhibitors: Fly rod builders, 
fly fishing/material vendors. 
Mass. State and Wildlife 
experts, other related 
exhibitors.

Giant Raffle: Many fishing 
items, bucket raffles for 
custom tied flies.

Door prize: Fly rod combo.

Guest Speaker: 
Dr. Andy J. Danylchuk – 
From Striped Bass to Trout: 
Science-Based Best Practices 
for Catch-And-Release

Monday, March 16
6:30 PM TO 9:00 PM
SPEAKER AT 7:30 PM

Ludlow Elks Lodge
69 Chapin Street, Ludlow, Mass.

   Hosted by: 
Western Mass. Fly Fishermen

More info at WMFFCLUB.ORG

REFRESHMENTS
FOOD FOR SALE

Submitted photo
An HCC nursing student and instructor in one of the patient 
simulation  rooms at the HCC Center for Health Education and 
Simulation. 

HOLYOKE –  The 
Holyoke  Communi ty 
College Foundation is 
now accepting scholarship 
applications for the 2026-
2027 academic year.  The 
application deadline is 
Friday, March 13, 2026.  

Last year, the HCC 
Foundation awarded 410 
scholarships worth about 
$364,000 to 379 incom-
ing, current, and transfer-
ring HCC students. Some 
students received multiple 
scholarship awards.  The 
average scholarship award 
is typically around $900.

“The scholarsh ip 
program is the  flag-
ship  initiative of the HCC 
Foundation, and it reflects 
the incredible generosity 
of our donor community,” 
said Amanda Sbriscia, vice 
president of Institutional 
Advancement and execu-
tive director of the HCC 
Foundation. 

Students must be cur-
rently enrolled at HCC or 
have been accepted for the 
upcoming academic year to 
be eligible for scholarships. 
Applicants only need to fill 
out a single online form to 
be automatically matched 
with the scholarships 
they are most qualified to 
receive. There are scholar-
ships for new students, cur-
rent students and students 
transferring to other insti-
tutions, scholarships based 
on financial need, scholar-
ships for students in specif-
ic majors, scholarships for 
residents of certain com-
munities, and scholarships 
that recognize academic 
achievement.

To view scholarship 
opportunities and begin 
the application process, 
please go to:  www.hcc.
edu/scholarships.

The HCC Scholarship 
Resource Center, on the 
first floor of the Donahue 
Building (Room 158), is 
open Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Quest ions  should 
be directed to the HCC 
Foundation office at 413-
552-2182, or by email 
to scholarships@hcc.edu.
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I just found out, as 

someone who was col-
lecting widow’s benefits 
on my second husband, 
a very small amount, for 
some time, that I was, all 
along, entitled to divorce 
benefits from my first hus-
band, which are much 
more. I thought I had to 
wait until my first husband 
passed before I could col-
lect anything from him. 
Now I learned I have the 
right to collect as a divor-
cee. All of these years I 
have been missing out on 
a bigger benefit because 
I didn’t know this. Please 
make this clear and stress 
it for others in my position. 

Signed: Lost Benefits

Dear Lost Benefits: 
I am truly saddened 

that you lost out on ben-
efits from your first hus-
band for such a long time. 
Although you could not 
collect an ex-spouse ben-
efit  from Husband #1 
while you were married 
to Husband #2, as soon as 
your current husband died 
you again became eligi-
ble for ex-spouse benefits 
from Husband #1. 

Basically, the rules say 
you cannot collect bene-
fits from an ex-spouse if 
you have remarried and 
remain married. In other 
words,  you cannot be 
“currently married” to 
collect benefits from an 
ex-spouse. But the death 
of Husband #2 meant that 
you were now eligible to 
collect ex-spouse benefits 
from your first husband – 
husband #1. I hope when 
you later filed for your 
ex-spouse benefits you 
asked for six months of 
retroactive benefits. 

In  your  s i tuat ion, 
when your Husband #2 
died, you actually had 
a choice – either collect 
your surviving spouse 
benefit from your recently 
deceased husband #2, or to 
collect a regular ex-spouse 
benefit from your first hus-
band if that is more than 
your benefit as your sec-
ond husband’s widow. 
Regular ex-spouse benefits 
from your first husband are 
available even though he 
is still living (and, indeed, 
even if  he remarried) 
because you are no longer 
married to husband #2. 

This, however, is not 
always the way things 
work out for someone who 
has had multiple marriag-
es. It all depends on the SS 
benefit each former spouse 
was entitled to. That’s 
because your survivor 

benefit as your 2nd hus-
band’s widow is based on 
the full (100%) amount he 
was receiving from Social 
Security when he died. 

In contrast, your ben-
efit as your first husband’s 
ex-spouse while he is still 
living will be based upon 
half (50%) of his full 
retirement age SS entitle-
ment. And often, 100% 
of a deceased person’s SS 
benefit is more than 50% 
of another living person’s 
amount. But not always. 

It’s important to also 
know that if you claim 
any SS benefit  before 
reaching your person-
al Rull Retirement Age , 
the monthly amount will 
be reduced. Benefits as 
a spouse (or a surviv-
ing spouse) do not reach 
maximum until the spouse 
reaches FRA, which is 
somewhere between age 
66 and 67 depending on 
the spouse’s year of birth. 

It’s also important to 
know that if a surviving 
spouse is working, any SS 
benefit received will be 
subject to Social Security’s 
Annual Earnings Test, 
which limits how much 
can be earned before SS 
benefits are affected. For 
2026, the earnings limit 
for those collecting early 
SS benefits is $24,480 and, 
if that limit is exceeded, 
Social Security will take 
away some of your bene-
fits. Note that the earnings 
test goes away when you 
reach your full retirement 
age. 

Finally, be aware that 
if your first husband also 
predeceases you, you will 
then become eligible for a 
surviving ex-spouse bene-
fit from him, even if he has 
remarried. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other govern-
mental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for infor-
mat ion  purposes  and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Ci t izens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at sad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Garden related chores to ease in the season

I lost money as a 
widow and ex-spouse 
by not knowing the rules
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Street, Palmer, MA 01069.
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◗  Opinion

Last week I’m writing 
about a bliz-
zard, while 

this  week i t 
looks  as  i f 
the mercury 
is going to 
climb! How 
a b o u t  o u r 
c r a z y  N e w 
England weath-
er?  

If the sky-
rocketing temps 
have you feeling the urge 
to get a jump on the gar-
dening season, you are not 
alone! Here are a few tasks, 
straight from the archives 
that will get you outside, and 
a few more to get you back 
indoors, because inevitably, 
winter is here for awhile lon-
ger. I think.

Perform appropriate gar-
den chores.  

I am usually negligent 
in cutting down asparagus 
foliage in the fall. Weather 
permitting, in other words, 
if the snow melts enough 
over the course of the next 
two weeks, I will get out 
there and cut it back to its 
base soon, then haul off the 
branches to prevent any bugs 
that overwintered there from 
infesting this year’s spears.  

It is also time to prune 
blueberries, apples, raspber-
ries and grapes.  

P r u n i n g  c a n  va r y 
depending on the age and 
health of your specimens. If 
you are not experienced at it, 
consult any number of good 
books on the subject before 
you head outdoors with your 
pruning shears and loppers.

Assess your tools
Was the rototiller run-

ning rough last fall? Perform 
or schedule a tune up for 
later this month and beat the 
rush. Same goes for the weed 
whacker and lawn mower.  

Hoe and spade blades 
can be washed of dirt and 
debris then sharpened with 
a metal file. Medium grit 
sandpaper works wonders to 
smooth out the wooden han-
dles of these and other gar-
den tools.  

After which, boiled 
linseed or tung oil can be 
applied to both the handle 
and the metal blade. It helps 
the wood resist moisture 
which leads to cracking and 
prevents rust on the blades.  

I love my Dad’s old 
spade. It has a great, hand-
made wooden handle that is 
about to crack through; sure 
wish I had oiled it 20 years 
ago!

Take inventory.  
Many of us have our 

seed orders in by now. If 
you don’t, or if you plan to 
buy your seeds locally, it is a 
great idea to go through your 
leftovers.  

Be fo re  you  dec ide 
whether or not they are keep-
ers, consider their age and 
how they were stored. My 
rule of thumb is that if any 
seed is over three years old 
it isn’t worth the risk.  Some 
seeds, such as those for pars-
ley, hybrid onion, carrot and 
parsnip expire even sooner. 
These are discarded after 
only one year. 

If seeds were stored in 
a moist or overly hot loca-
tion, their viability can be cut 
short sooner than normal. If 
you have concerns that they 
might not germinate, sow a 
few seeds indoors in pots in a 
warm location and see what 
kind of results you get.  

Nothing is more upset-
ting than planting seeds in 
the garden and having few or 
no seedlings come up. Time 
is wasted and the harvest is 
delayed by unknowingly uti-
lizing dead seeds.  

We can also take inven-
tory of the various supplies 
we use during the growing 
season.  How are you set on 
lime, grass seed, and fertil-
izers?  

Plan to take advantage 
of preseason sales by know-
ing what you need ahead of 
time. Do you have enough 
containers, trays and labels?  

If you find yourself 
short, you need not buy 

them. You can start 
seeds in repurposed 

fruit and vege-
table boxes, the 
kind that mush-

rooms, straw-
berries and 
lettuce mixes 

come in.  They 
work great as long as 
you make a few drain-

age holes in the bottom. 
Pint sized ice cream 

containers are perfect for 
a second transplanting of 
tomato or pepper plants. 
Seeds of squash or annual 
flowers can be sown in sin-
gle serving ice cream cups.  
As a kid I always saved our 
Popsicle sticks for labeling 
seedlings or garden rows.  

When I run out of labels, 
all it takes is a trip to the 
recycle bin to make some 
more.  

Last year I cut them out 
of quart-sized yogurt con-
tainers; they were the perfect 
length.

Practice good garden 
hygiene

Disinfect any containers, 
labels, stakes etc. that you 
wish to reuse this gardening 
season by washing them in 
hot soapy water then a quick 
rinse of one part bleach to 
nine parts water. This mix-
ture will kill any pathogens 
left behind from previous 
gardening endeavors.  

Out with the old, and 
in with the new – all in due 
time!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Unit of dry measure
  5. One who defies 

authority 
  8. Social media giant
 12. Render holy
 14. “Much __ about 

nothing”
 15. Computer 

manufacturer
 16. Creed
 18. Immoral act
 19. Mountain pass
 20. Winged nut
 21. Don’t know when 

yet
 22. Elected officials
 23. Corrupt tendencies
 26. Popular adult 

beverage
 30. Made a mistake
 31. Morally correct
 32. Type of whale
 33. Portable conical tent

 34. Native people of the 
Congo

 39. More (Spanish)
 42. Classroom 

implements
 44. Cognizant of
 46. One who tells
 47. Free from bondage
 49. Thick piece of 

something
 50. Containing two 

adjacent nitrogen 
atoms

 51. Removed from the 
record

 56. Legendary singer 
Turner

 57. Broke up the earth
 58. Hunting expedition
 59. Contributes
 60. Unit of work or energy
 61. Wreckage on the sea 

bed
 62. Affirmative! (slang)

 63. Witness
 64. Scrape (Archaic)

CLUES DOWN
  1. “__ and flows”
  2. Humble request for help
  3. A position of leadership
  4. Continent
  5. Adherent of a particular 

religion
  6. Things that can be eaten
  7. Self-governing 

Netherlands territory
  8. Long-tailed crow
  9. Repeated
 10. Bluish greens
 11. Humanities
 13. Someone who serves in 

the armed forces
 17. Labor (Spanish)
 24. Zero
 25. Shared by involving 

three parties
 26. Queens ballplayer

 27. Consumed
 28. Rest here please
 29. Men’s fashion 

accessory
 35. American time
 36. Sound unit
 37. They __
 38. Soviet Socialist Republic
 40. Places to play video 

games
 41. A sudden attack of 

illness
 42. When you hope to arrive
 43. Charges
 44. Actress Seyfried
 45. A tributary of the Ohio 

River
 47. Omit when speaking
 48. Armored fish
 49. Remain
 52. From a distance
 53. Adventure story
 54. Geological times
 55. Eat dinner

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

What happens when nurses go on strike

When nurses strike, 
it’s not about walk-
ing  away  f rom 

patients — it’s about fighting 
for them.

Across the country, nurs-
es are raising voices over 
what they view as unsafe 
staffing conditions, wages 
that don’t reflect the intensi-
ty of the job or protect them 
from inflation, workplace 
violence, lack of mental 
health support and the grow-
ing strain on the quality of 
patient care.

Research has shown 
that adequate nursing ratios 
– how many patients per 
nurse – has a direct impact 
on patient outcomes: lower 
risk of death, fewer complica-
tions, fewer safety incidents 
and better patient satisfaction. 
In Massachusetts, hospitals 
are required to have a staffing 
ratio of one nurse to one or 
two patients in intensive care 
units.

When you’re in the hos-
pital, you can gauge for your-
self whether there are enough 
nurses. It may take a long 

time for someone to answer a 
call bell. Medications may be 
delayed or missed. Your vital 
signs may not be monitored 
as closely. And you can tell, 
despite their professionalism, 
when a nurse seems exhaust-
ed or frustrated.

Nobody wins.
As I write this, nurs-

es at New York Presbyterian 
Hospital are continuing their 

strike after voting down the 
hospital’s latest contract pro-
posal. The major issue is 
what they consider unsafe 
staffing. “From the begin-
ning, our biggest concern was 
staffing,” said the president 
of the New York State Nurses 
Association, Nancy Hagans.

Nurses at two other 
major New York hospitals 
went back to work after mak-
ing progress on issues includ-
ing protections from work-
place violence and staffing, as 
well as pay.

In California, Kaiser 
Permanente workers – some 
31,000 of them -- remained 
on strike for the fourth week. 
Members of the United 
Nurses Associat ions of 
California/Union of Health 
Care Professionals have never 
before walked off the job. 
Again, staffing is the main 

issue, along with what they 
see as pay that is inadequate 
for recruiting and retaining 
medical professionals.

We  m a y  s o o n  s e e 
s t r i k e s  i n  M i c h i g a n , 
Washington state, Boston and 
Philadelphia.

These job actions disrupt 
patient care, as hospitals bus 
in traveling nurses to take up 
the slack. That’s unfortunate 
– especially if you’re the one 
waiting for surgery or going 
to the emergency room. In 
the long run, though, patients 
will benefit.

I’ve been a registered 
nurse for more than half my 
life, inspired by a beloved 
aunt, so I get where these 
nurses are coming from. 
They’re not asking for lux-
uries, just the tools and sup-
port they need to do their jobs 
safely and effectively.

The nursing shortage – 
the U.S. was short 500,000 
nurses last year, and the 
shortage is growing – has cre-
ated a greater need for patient 
advocates. It’s a career I’ve 
been very proud of, and now 
I’m proud of helping nurs-
es forge their own paths by 
becoming patient advocates 
themselves (nurseadvocateen-
trepreneur.com) to offer the 
care they were trained for.

Patient advocates can fill 
some of the gap, but not all 
of it. Nurses are standing up 
not only for themselves, but 
also their patients. When one 
nurse is stretched too thin, the 
patients feel it. When burnout 
becomes the norm, care suf-
fers. When safety concerns 
are ignored, everyone is at 
risk.

I hope all of these med-
ical professionals return to 

their jobs soon, with greater 
safeguards and better patient 
safety.

T e r i  ( D r e h e r ) 
Frykenberg, R.N., a regis-
tered nurse and board-cer-
t i fied patient advocate, 
is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates.   A Monson, 
MA resident, she is the 
author of “How to Be a 
Healthcare Advocate for 
Yoursel f  & Your Loved 
Ones” and her new book, 
“Advocating Well: Strategies 
for Finding Strength and 
Understanding in Health 
Care,” available at Amazon.
com.   Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone 
consultation.

 Opinion ◗

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

In the spirit of the festivities surrounding
 2026 Holyoke St. Patrick's Parade

The Hibernians of Hampden/Hampshire Counties
invite the public to attend the

Annual Communion Breakfast
Sunday, March 15, 2026

Mass at 8 A.M. at St Jerome's Holyoke
Breakfast after at Wyckoff CC Holyoke

Guest Speaker: Ian Delahanty, Associate Professor 
of History at Springfield College

Presentation of the 2026 Hibernian Christian Charity 
Award to Sister Betsy Sullivan SSJ

Tickets are $30.00 per person by March 10

Contact Joe O'Connor at 413-627-7148 
or Fran Hennessey at 413-785-5687FIVE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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HOLYOKE – Each year, 
the International Volleyball 
Hall of Fame opens its doors 
a little wider – inviting the 
global volleyball community 
into a process that is both a 
celebration of history and a 
declaration of what matters 
most to the sport’s future.

That journey continues 
on Mar. 17, when the IVHF 
will reveal the official final-
ists for the Class of 2026.

F i n a l i s t s  w i l l  b e 
announced across six cate-
gories: Indoor Players (men 
and women), Beach Players 
(men and women), Coach, 
Leader, ParaVolley, and 
Referee. These individuals 
represent the very best of 
the game – legends whose 
careers and contributions 
have left a lasting mark on 
volleyball at every level.

From this group, the 
global volleyball community 
will have the opportunity to 
participate in the Players & 
Coaches Fan Vote.

For those new to the 
process: the Players & 
Coaches Fan Vote is one 
important component of the 
overall selection system. 
Fan voting results are calcu-
lated alongside the official 

ballots cast by the IVHF 
Voting Members (living 
Hall of Famers), with each 
element contributing to the 
final outcome. This balanced 
approach ensures the process 
reflects both expert eval-
uation and the voice of the 
worldwide volleyball com-
munity.

The Hall belongs to 
everyone who loves this 
game — not just insiders, 
not just institutions, but the 
players, coaches, fans, and 
families who have given so 
much to volleyball. Your par-
ticipation matters.

Here is what you can 
expect over the coming 
weeks:

March 17 – Finalists 
revealed & Official Voting 
opens. 

Meet the official Class 
of 2026 finalists across all 
categories.

April 1 – Fan Vote 
opens. 

Fans may vote as often 
as they would like.

April 15 – Fan Vote 
closes.

April 17 – Fan Vote 
results announced.

May – The Class of 
2026 is officially announced.

Knights close 
out season

HOLYOKE – On Feb. 
16, Holyoke High School 
drew a second trip out to 
Agawam High School for 
nonplayoff action to close 
out their season. Holyoke 
would battle it out with the 

Brownies, but would fall 
late 72-71. Holyoke’s season 
concluded at 6-13. 

Holyoke did not make 
the state tournament for the 
first time since it began in 
2021.

Chicopee defeats Holyoke in 7/8 semifinal
C H I C O P E E  –  O n 

Monday evening, the play-
offs in the girls Suburban 
Basketbal l  League got 
underway.  In the sev-
enth and eighth division, 
Chicopee and Holyoke 
met in a semifinal match-
up. Chicopee would pick up 
the win and advanced to the 
finals, which are schedule to 
take place this Sunday.

Volleyball Hall of Fame 
getting ready for next class

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

www.sports.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SUBMISSIONS

SPORTSSPORTS

Sophia Fonseca sends a three-pointer away. Avery Athas shoots over a block.

Milah Perez sends a pass away.

Avah Andujar gets a shot away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Reese Sherman gets the easy shot.

Gian Cora attempts to grab a rebound.Geo Aponte shoots over the defense. Julian Fasoli powers around an Agawam guard.

Jordan King-Perilli keeps his dribbles as he looks at the defense.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Michael Medina charges across midcourt.
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More players wanted for Pioneer Valley Baseball
SOUTH HADLEY – 

The Pioneer Valley Baseball 
League, an adult baseball 
league for players who are 
age 18 and over, is now fully 
open for registration for the 
2026 season.

The adult league will be 
administered by the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, and 
a registration link is on the 
home page of the league’s 
website www.quabbinval-
leybaseball.org. Thought it 
will be under the Quabbin 
umbrella, there will be no 
major changes in how the 
league is operated.

This year, the PVBL will 
have a 22-game regular sea-

son schedule followed by a 
double-elimination playoffs. 
The league, which had five 
teams last year and had to 
utilize multiple byes through-
out the season, will be field-
ing a sixth team this season.

There are several spots 
open for that sixth team, so 
players interested in joining 
the league should get signed 
up as soon as possible to 
claim a spot.

The league is a wood-bat 
only league utilizing play-
ing under regular baseball 
rules though all players do 
bat. The league operates on 
a Saturday-Tuesday sched-
ule. Games are played on 

Saturday mornings with 10 
a.m. starts typical and on 
Tuesday evenings with start 
times in the 5:30 to 6 p.m. 
range. The league will start 
play in late April and run 
through the end of August. 
There are slots open for both 
full-time players and part-
time players. The fee for full-
time players will be $260 
with part-time players get-
ting up to 11 games for $130. 
Fees paid go toward the 
operation of the league, pay-
ing for insurance, umpires, 
fields, and baseballs. No one 
profits in any way.

In addition to the new 
sixth team, there are limited 

open roster spots on the other 
teams in the league, so get 
your registration in as soon 
as possible to participate in 
this season.

Games are played at 
ballfields throughout the 
region from as far south as 
Southwick’s Whalley Field, 
through South Hadley’s 
Beachgrounds and up north 
at Frontier Regional High 
School in South Deerfield.

For any questions, please 
go to the league website 
for more information. The 
league hopes interested play-
ers will come out and join 
the fun this spring and sum-
mer.

WORCESTER  – Did 
anyone in the city see their 
front door blow open unex-
pectedly at about 5:30 Sunday 
afternoon?

If so, it had nothing to do 
with the weather. It was the 
entire staff and roster of the 
Worcester Monkey Wrenches 
exhaling in unison after vet-
eran Drew Callin scored what 
up to now is their biggest goal 
of the season.

I t  came at  4:27 of 
overtime to give the home 
team a 1-0 victory over the 

Adirondack Thunder, one of 
the four teams ahead of them 
in the North Division stand-
ings. The goal snapped a four-
game losing streak on home 
ice and allowed Worcester 
to earn four of a possible six 
points for the weekend.

The game marked only 
the second time in team histo-
ry it was 0-0 after 60 minutes. 
Worcester won the last one, 
as well, on March 21, 2018 at 
Wheeling in a shootout.

The goal was Callin’s 
20th goal of the season. 

Anthony Repaci set it up 
by stealing the puck in the 
left circle. Callin was alone 
on the right side, moved in 
on Thunder goalie Jeremy 
Brodeur and beat him with a 
backhand fake.

“Patch made a great 
pass over,” Callin said, “that 
gave me some free space. I 
just picked my head up, saw 
(Brodeur) sliding over and I 
figured I’d go the other way.”

The overtime victory 
was the home team’s sev-
enth of the season, fifth at 

the DCU Center.
The goaltending was 

great, as it often is in this divi-
sion.

Brodeur stopped 27 
shots. Worcester’s Parker 
Gahagen made 25 saves for 
his second 1-0 victory in 29 
days.

The Monkey Wrenches 
killed five penalties and had 
just one power play. They 
killed them beautifully to 
keep the game scoreless.

Worcester’s  penal ty 
kill featured some excellent 

work by Cole Donhauser, 
who played a major role in 
Sunday’s victory.

“We have a little bit of 
plan going into it,” Donhauser 
said, “but the main thought 
is to deny the seams, don’t 
let the puck get going east to 
west, deny the one-timers, try 
to protect the house and our 
D-men did a great job block-
ing shots.”

Gahagen’s presence has 
made a huge difference in all 
the close games Worcester has 
played recently. Throughout 

the back-and-forth havoc, 
especially in the third period 
and overtime, he looked like 
the calmest person on skates.

And the home team is 
playing nothing but close 
games these days.

“I think everybody deems 
it important this time of 
year to play the right way,” 
Tuzzolino said.

Callin became the 14th 
player in team history to score 
20 goals. He joins brother 
Anthony who had 24 last sea-
son.

Different name, but overtime win for Worcester Railers
 Sports ◗

Thunderbirds beat Checkers
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds 
(21-25-5-2) overpowered the 
Charlotte Checkers (30-18-4-
0) on Saturday night before a 
sellout crowd of 6,793 inside 
the MassMutual Center on 
Military Appreciation Night, 
coming away with a 5-1 vic-
tory. 

Zach Dean provided 
instant offense on Friday 
night, and the third-year pro 
experienced deja vu on this 
night, jabbing home a 2-on-1 
pass from Hugh McGing just 
2:20 into the action to give 
Springfield a 1-0 lead. 

Unlike a night earlier, 
Steve Ott’s team was able to 
build upon its early lead with 
two successful penalty kills, 
followed by a power-play 
redirection by Matthew 
Peca at 18:57 of the first, as 
the captain tipped a Calle 
Rosen shot through Kirill 
Gerasimyuk. 

The T-Birds’ offense 
proved to be far from fin-
ished, as Alek Kaskimaki 
took a breakaway pass from 
Otto Stenberg at 4:30 of the 
second and stayed with his 
initial shot to cash in on a 
rebound past Gerasimyuk, 
extending the lead to 3-0. 

Charlotte finally got on 
the board just 52 seconds 
later when Noah Gregor 
crashed the net to chip a 
Brian Pinho pass over the 
shoulder of Will Cranley, but 
it proved to be just a small 

blip on the T-Birds’ radar 
in what would evolve into a 
firestorm of offense for the 
home team. 

Only 1:03 of game time 
passed before Springfield 
had restored its three-goal 
advantage, as Jakub Stancl 
circled the offensive zone to 
the right circle before firing 
the puck back toward the 
goal mouth. Dylan Peterson 
parked himself right out-
side the crease and allowed 
the puck to ricochet off his 
skate and past Gerasimyuk to 
make it a 4-1 game, chasing 
Gerasimyuk from the game 
in the process. 

Charlotte backup Louis 
Domingue did not fare much 
better, as McGing revved up 
the ice on a breakaway 55 
seconds later. McGing was 
tripped and may have earned 
a penalty shot, but as he was 
falling, the puck continued 
on a straight line path under 
Domingue’s legs, giving 
McGing credit for the third 
T-Birds goal in a 2:50 blitz, 
extending the lead to 5-1.

There would be no more 
goals in the final half of the 
game, but the fireworks were 
far from done, and with just 
eight seconds remaining and 
tempers flaring, Cranley and 
Domingue met at center and 
dropped the mitts for a goal-
ie fight, the first in T-Birds 
history, which left the sellout 
crowd in an uproar to close 
out the victory.

 In The News ◗

Registration now underway for over-28 baseball league
SOUTH HADLEY – 

Registration has opened for 
the Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first 
meeting of 2026 to prepare 
for the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will 
include a 16th game added to 
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented with 
playing on Mother’s Day 
Saturday as well as a week-
night game to allow players 
an opportunity to play under 
the lights. While the night 

games were very successful, 
the Mother’s Day Saturday 
games were rained out.

Those elements will 
return along with a 16th 
game with an opponent to 
be determine as the league’s 
board explores possibilities 
for interleague matchups 
with another league in the 
region. 

For returning players to 
the league, the deadline is 
Mar. 22 at 12 noon to be reg-
istered for the 2026 season in 
order to be guaranteed a ros-
ter spot. There will be open 
practices for all players but 

specifically targeted at new 
players scheduled for March 
29 and April 4 at times and 
locations to be announced. 
The draft is currently sched-
uled to take place on April 4 
following that practice.

The season is current-
ly slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league in 
September and October this 
season.

The registration is live 
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-

ter and then pay the league 
dues via Venmo or contact 
the league leadership if an 
alternate form of payment is 
needed.

Aside from the week-
night and Mother’s Day 
games, other games take 
place Sundays at 10 a.m. 
outside of Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day and July 4 
weekends. Playoffs will be in 
August.

This is the 30th season 
for the league and league 
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a 
couple of events.

Registration open now for HCC Summer Youth programs 
HOLYOKE – It’s still 

winter, but it’s not too early 
to start thinking about sum-
mer. 

Registrat ion is  now 
open for 2026 Summer 
Youth Programs at Holyoke 
Community College.  

Starting July 7 and run-
ning through August 8, HCC 
will offer 16 week-long, 
in-person summer programs 
for youth aged 8 to 16.      

For more than 40 years, 
HCC has offered fun, chal-
lenging summer education 
activities for youth, provid-
ing early opportunities for 
students to experience a col-
lege environment guided and 
encouraged by experienced 
professionals.

HCC’s 2026 on-cam-
pus summer youth programs 
run Monday through Friday, 
some for a full day and oth-
ers for a half day. 

A l l  i n -pe r son  p ro -
grams will be held on the 
main HCC campus, 303 

Homestead Ave., except 
for cooking classes, which 
are held at the HCC MGM 
Culinary Arts Institute, 164 
Race St., Holyoke:

July 6-10:
C o o k i n g  w i t h -

out  Borders  with Chef 
Marangelly Vargas-Gonzalez 
(ages 9-16): In this live-
ly hands-on camp, young 
chefs will team up to chop, 
stir, and create tasty dish-
es from around the world. 
Each day brings a new 
theme and a chance to dis-
cover fresh ingredients, cool 
cooking techniques, and the 
joy of working together in 
the kitchen. By week’s end, 
they’ll walk away with new 
cooking skills, delicious rec-
ipes to show off at home, and 
plenty of tasty memories. (9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

Fun Bites with Chef 
Diana Swanigan (ages 9-16): 
Join us for an exciting week 
of hands-on culinary fun, 

where young chefs will dis-
cover the joy of cooking 
delicious, easy-to-prepare 
meals to share with family 
and friends. Participants will 
work together to chop, sea-
son, cook, and taste a variety 
of recipes – all made from 
scratch. Each day introduces 
new menu themes, ingredi-
ents, and techniques designed 
to build confidence in the 
kitchen. (9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
$425)

July 13-17:
C o o k i n g  w i t h -

out  Borders  with Chef 
Marangelly Vargas-Gonzalez 
(ages 9-16, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
$425)

Fun Bites with Chef 
Diana Swanigan (ages 9-16, 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

ROBLOX Coders (ages 
8-10; 11-14): Discover the 
Lua coding language while 
designing experiences in 
ROBLOX, an online uni-
verse where you can create 

anything you dream of. New 
developers will learn to use 
ROBLOX’s Studio soft-
ware to reimagine the pop-
ular game genres with their 
own custom code. Instructor 
Brittany Pietskowski. (9 a.m. 
to noon for ages 8-10; 1 to 4 
p.m. for ages 11-14, $199)

July 20-24:
Around the World with 

Chef Diana Swanigan (ages 
9-16): Cuisine around the 
world serves as a universal 
language that unites peo-
ple across cultures through 
shared flavors, traditions, 
and stories. Learn to prepare 
full-course meals from Asia, 
Puerto Rico, Greece, Italy, 
and New Orleans. (9 a.m. – 3 
p.m., $425)

Make Your First Video 
Game (ages 8-10; 11-14): 
Go beyond the limitations of 
traditional 2D game design 
classes and create an immer-
sive 3D world. Students will 
learn the physics behind 
3D games, explore begin-

ner event scripting, level 
design, controlling the flow 
of gameplay, and storytell-
ing.  Instructor Brit tany 
Pietskowski. (9 a.m. – noon 
for ages 8-10; 1 – 4 p.m. for 
ages 11-14, $199)

Passport to Flavors with 
Chef Marangelly Vargas-
Gonzalez (ages 9-16): This 
hands-on cooking camp takes 
kids on a delicious jour-
ney across global cuisines, 
exploring flavors,  tech-
niques, and ingredients that 
make each culture unique. 
Dive into fun daily themes 
like diner classics, Mexican 
favorites, Mediterranean 
feasts, Filipino street bites, 
and southern comfort food, 
all while building confidence 
one tasty dish at a time. (9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

July 27-31:
Around the World with 

Chef Diana Swanigan (ages 
9-16, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

Minecraft  Designers 

(ages 8-10; 11-14): Learn 
how to create a custom map, 
design structures to share 
between worlds, build with 
Redstone and Command 
blocks, and create custom 
textures for you to import 
at  home or  share with 
friends. Instructor Brittany 
Pietskowski. (9 a.m. – noon 
for ages 8-10; 1 – 4 p.m. for 
ages 11-14, $199).

Passport to Flavors with 
Chef Marangelly Vargas-
Gonzalez (ages 9-16, 9 a.m. 
– 3 p.m., $425)

August 3-7:
Python Programmers 

(ages 8-10; 11-14): Learn 
the world’s fastest-grow-
ing programming language 
favored by Google, NASA, 
YouTube, and the CIA. Learn 
how to code with Python to 
create engaging apps and 
games. Instructor Brittany 
Pietskowski. (9 a.m. – noon 
for ages 8-10; 1 – 4 p.m. for 
ages 11-14, $199).

Chamber hosting annual St. Pat’s breakfast for awardees
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Greater Holyoke Chamber 
invites the entire communi-
ty to its highly anticipated 
annual St. Patrick’s Breakfast, 
proudly presented by Witman 
Properties, PeoplesBank, 
HG&E,  BankESB,  and 
Greenfield Cooperative Bank. 
The event will take place on 
Wednesday, Mar. 18 at 7:30 
a.m. at The Log Cabin. This 
traditional gathering offers 
an opportunity for residents, 
business leaders, communi-
ty leaders, and community 
members to reconnect, cel-

ebrate local achievements, 
and honor this year’s distin-
guished award recipients.

The breakfast serves 
as a cornerstone event for 
the Greater Holyoke area, 
bringing together hundreds 
of individuals to celebrate 
the city’s rich heritage and 
vibrant future. Building on a 
year filled with meaningful 
community engagement—
including a successful Food 
Drive, numerous new busi-
ness ribbon cuttings, and a 
host of collaborative initia-
tives—the Chamber is proud 

to continue fostering con-
nections that strengthen the 
fabric of Holyoke. This year, 
the Chamber aims to make 
the celebration the largest in 
recent memory, rallying the 
community to support busi-
ness owners and civic leaders 
as awardees. All are welcome 
to join what promises to be 
a truly inspiring and festive 
morning.

Award presentations will 
be complemented by a raffle 
featuring a variety of prizes. 
Businesses and individuals 
are encouraged to submit raf-

fle prizes, further highlighting 
their commitment to the com-
munity, while attendees are 
invited to purchase raffle tick-
ets in advance or at the break-
fast to support the Chamber’s 
efforts.

Businesses interested in 
maximizing their participation 
are invited to purchase tables, 
ensuring strong visibility for 
their teams and organiza-
tions. Register now at holy-
okechamber.com as a guest or 
as a sponsor, and secure your 
raffle tickets to be a part of 
this dynamic event.

D e p a r t m e n t ’s 
unions to resign 
completely from 
the city coun-
cil. Rivera has 
refused to do 
so, and is still 
on the coun-
cil. There are 
no recall pro-
visions for the 
city councilors.

The unions are still 
waiting on a legal and eth-
ics opinion whether or not 
Rivera should be allowed 
to vote on police matters. 

As of March 
3, the city 
council had 
n o t  b e e n 
i s s u e d  a 
legal opin-
ion that was 
made public. 
Both police 
u n i o n s 
b e l i e v e 
R i v e r a ’ s 
n e g a t i v e 
c o m m e n t s 

toward the department 
should deem him ineligible 
to vote on anything relat-
ed to the police department 
and its budget.

VP, from page 1

Meg Magrath-Smith
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – Oil and 
Gas, AC service also. 413-222-2904 
Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

The Town of Oakham is seeking an experi-
enced certified municipal TOWN CLERK. 
10 hours a week. $31.82 -$40.30 depend-
ing on experience. 

Email admin@oakham-ma.gov
for a full job description and 

town employment application.

The Town of Oakham is seeking an expe-
rienced working HIGHWAY SUPERIN-
TENDENT. The Highway Superintendent 
serves as the working department head re-
sponsible for the planning, administration, 
and day-to-day operations of the Town’s 
Highway department. Pay rate is $31.82 – 
$40.30/hr depending on experience. 

Email admin@oakham-ma.gov
for a full job description and 

town employment application.

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

TAX SERVICES

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

REAL ESTATE
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GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

Apply Today!

Help our community’s small businesses thrive with 
personalized and local advertising solutions.

Ad Sales Consultants

NOW 
HIRING

A Sales Career That Helps 
Our Community Thrive

Join our team!  Turley Publications is looking for 
an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling advertising for our 
12 community newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and 
organizational skills.  Basic computer skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred  but we will train the right candidate. 

Local News & Community In Print & Online

Turley Publications

Offering a competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

City of Holyoke
Conservation Commission
Pursuant to MGL Chap. 131 

§40 and the Holyoke Wetlands 
Protection Ordinance, the City 
of Holyoke Conservation Com-
mission will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Thursday, March 12th, 
2026, at 6:15 p.m. remotely via 
Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83189025752?pwd=sCx3
V77mzmdKzQoFJ7VNSmDV
fWef0m.1 on a Notice of Intent 
filed by Hazen and Sawyer on 
behalf of the Holyoke Depart-
ment of Public Works for repairs 
to Stoplog Opening #7 within the 
Holyoke Levee and Floodwall 
System along the west bank of 
the Connecticut River at 0 Water 
Street (MBP: 047-01-010). The 
proposed work will occur within 
Bordering Land Subject to Flood-
ing, Riverfront Area, and the 100-
foot Buffer Zone of Vegetated 
Bank.  

Signed,
Jeffery Horan, Chairperson

03/06/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection
Division of Wetlands and 

Waterways
100 Cambridge Street, 

Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114

Pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 1341 
M.G.L. c. 21 §43, notice is giv-
en of a 401 Water Quality Cer-
tification application for the re-
placement of the Appleton Street 
First Level Canal bridge (H-21-
020) and Second Level Canal 
bridge (H-21-014) over the First 
Level and Second Level canals 
in the City of Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts, by the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation 
– Highway Division, Ten Park 
Plaza, Room 7360, Boston, MA 
02116. This project will involve 
the replacement of the two ex-
isting bridges and the supporting 
substructures. Associated work 
will include pier reinforcement, 
tree clearing, the installation of 
vehicle lanes, bicycle lanes, and 
pedestrian walkways. Addition-
al information may be obtained 
from the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation – High-
way Division at the above ad-
dress, attention Courtney Walker 
or by emailing courtney.l.walker

@dot.state.ma.us. Written com-
ments should be sent to Heidi Da-
vis, MassDEP Wetlands Program, 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900, 
Boston, MA 02114 or heidi.da-
vis@mass.gov within twenty-one 
days of this notice.

Any group of ten persons, any 
aggrieved person, or any govern-
mental body or private organi-
zation with a mandate to protect 
the environment who submits 
written comments may appeal 
the Department’s Certification. 
Failure to submit written com-
ments before the end of the public 
comment period may result in the 
waiver of any right to an adjudica-
tory hearing.
03/06/2026

Holyoke Floodwall Stoplog
 #7 Repair

Bid #2026-31  STOP LOG #7
Sealed bids for Holyoke 

Floodwall Stoplog #7 Repair, 
Holyoke MA will be received on 
March 26, 2026 at the City of 
Holyoke Office of Procurement, 
536 Dwight Street, Room 3, 
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040, 
Attn: Jaime Morrow, Chief 
Procurement Officer until 2 PM 
prevailing time, at which said 
Bids will be publicly opened and 
read aloud. All bids shall be sub-
mitted within a sealed envelope 
addressed to the “City of Holy-
oke Office of Procurement, 536 
Dwight Street, Room 3, Holyoke, 
Massachusetts 01040, Attn: Jai-
me Morrow, Chief Procurement 
Officer” and titled “Holyoke 
Floodwall Stoplog #7 Repair, Bid 
#2026-31. Documents are avail-
able starting on 2/23/2026 elec-
tronically by requesting from:

 morrowj@holyoke.org
The work under this con-

tract shall include furnishing & 
installing the necessary labor, 
transportation, tools, equipment, 
materials, and appurtenances 
to demolish portions of the ex-
isting floodwall, tracks, & rail 
and install new concrete flood-
wall walls and stoplog closure. 
Bidding procedures shall be in 
accordance with the provisions 
of M.G.L. Chapter 30, Section 
39 M as amended. Attention is 
called to the minimum wage rates 

required to be paid for all labor 
on this project. Wage rates are 
established in schedules issued 
by the Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development, in ac-
cordance with Section 26A - 27D, 
or Chapter 149 of the M.G.L., as 
amended. Saïd schedule is in-
cluded in the bid package and the 
contractor will be responsible for 
paying these rates at a minimum. 
All work under this Contract shall 
be substantially completed per the 
specifications and to the satisfac-
tion of the City of Holyoke no lat-
er than June 30, 2026. If the con-
tract is extended for an additional 
one (1) term, completion date will 
correspond to June 30, 2027. The 
estimated value of this contract, 
including all bid alternates, is 
$345,000.00. The bidder agrees 
that its bid shall be good and may 
not be withdrawn for a period of 
45 days, Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays excluded, after the 
opening of the bids. The Award-
ing Authority reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids, and/ or 
waive any informality, if it is 
deemed to be in the public inter-
est so to do.

The City of Holyoke is an affir-
mative action/equal opportunity 
employer and encourages partici-
pation from certified minority and 
women-owned businesses.
03/06//2026

City of Holyoke 
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee of 
the Holyoke City Council as well 
as the Holyoke Planning Board 
will hold separate public hear-
ings to hear a zoning ordinance 
text change proposal to require 
a certain percentage of native 
plantings in new construction or 
major rehabilitation projects and 
to bring the city into alignment 
with Massachusetts’ Prohibited 
Plant List in banning their use. 
Planning Board public hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, March 
24th, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. via 
www.zoom.us Meeting ID: 821 
5782 8682 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same meeting ID. 
Ordinance Committee public 
hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
March 24th, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 

at Holyoke City Hall 536 Dwight 
St and can be accessed remotely 
via zoom.us Meeting ID 847 9735 
1126 Meeting Passcode 243017 
or by call in at 1-646-558-8656 
with same Meeting ID and Pass-
code. To provide comments to the 
Planning Board, please contact 
Brianna Tejada at tejadab@holy-
oke.org. To provide comments to 
the Ordinance Committee, please 
contact City Council Admin 
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
Anderson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org 
or by phone 413-322-5525.

Planning Board Chair, 
Lauren Niles
Ordinance Chair, 
Meg Magrath-Smith

03/06, 03/13/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a Spe-
cial permit application of Holy-
oke Mall Company - Pyramid 
Companies at 50 Holyoke Street 
(176-00-Lot 10C) to raise the 
roof height of approximately 
50,000 sq ft of the former Sears 
to accommodate layout for Dick’s 
House of Sport project per sec 
5.3.1. Hearing will take place 
on Monday, March 23, 2026 at 
6:30 pm at Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St and can be ac-
cessed remotely via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID 836 8603 7067 
Meeting Passcode 652755 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 

same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
For a copy of the application 
or to provide comments, please 
contact City Council Admin 
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
Anderson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org 
or by phone 413-322-5525. 

DGR Chair 
Richard Purcell

03/06, 03/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0405EA
Estate of: 

Michael E. Kabachenski 
Date of Death: 

January 12, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Suzanne Gillies 
of Auburn, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Suzanne Gillies of Auburn, 
MA has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure by 
the Personal Representative under 
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed with 

the Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating to 
the estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of admin-
istration. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating or 
restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under 
informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
03/06/2026

City of Holyoke
Conservation Commission
Pursuant to MGL Chap. 131 

§40 and the Holyoke Wetlands 
Ordinance, the Holyoke Con-
servation Commission will hold 
a Public Meeting on Thurs-
day March 12th, 2026 at 6:15 
p.m. remotely via zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/831
89025752?pwd=sCx3V77mzm
dKzQoFJ7VNSmDVfWef0m.1 
to review a Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability filed by 
Hilda Roque for the replacement 
of an existing wooden farm bridge 
with a Stone Ford Crossing at 24 
Jones Ferry Road (MBP: 118-00-
013) within Banks and Land Un-
der Water Bodies and Waterways.

Signed, 
Jeffery Horan, Chairperson

03/06/2026

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
o f  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

Job Connection
offering new job opportunities

 Public Notices ◗
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Holyoke Community College 
Summer Youth Programs 
for Ages 8-16

July 27-31, Minecraft Designers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
August 3-7, Python Programmers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 20-24, Make Your First Video Game (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 13-17, ROBLOX Coders (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Around the world with 
Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Cooking without Borders with 
Chez Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Passport to Flavors with 
Chef Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

Check out our adult enrichment 
courses, too! hcc.edu/bcs

Save your spot and register 
today for summer fun!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Caring For Kids 
For 30+ Years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM/K-6TH GRADE
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 22ND-AUGUST 21ST

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Join Our Toddler 
Room Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Summer camp sea-
son will soon be here, and 
throngs of children will 
board buses each morning or 
pack their parents’ cars full 
of essentials to survive a few 
weeks away from home.

Looking back, many 
adults who experienced sum-
mer camp have fond mem-
ories of their adventures 
— whether they all went ac-
cording to plan or there were 
some hiccups along the way. 
Parents want their children 
to make their own summer 
camp memories. Even if the 
canoe capsizes or the cabin 
leaks during a summer thun-
derstorm, such experienc-
es can build character and 
strengthen friendships. 

According to RegPack, 
an online registration soft-
ware company, more than six 
million American children 
participate in some form 
of camp each year, includ-
ing sleep-away camp or day 
camp. The American Camp 
Association says that number 
is closer to 14 million, with 
the most popular camp ses-
sion length around one week 
or less. Families getting pre-
pared for camp can follow 
these guidelines to ensure the 
experience is one kids won’t 
soon forget.

Search for an 
accredited camp

Accredited camps must 
meet more than 300 stan-
dards related to program 
quality, safety and health, 
according to the ACA. An 
accredited camp will likely 
give parents the most peace 
of mind.

Consider 
children’s readiness

There’s no magic age 
when a child may be ready to 
go to camp, but generally kids 
who are ages seven or eight 
may be fine to start a resident 
sleep-away camp. Day camp 
kids can begin as early as age 
three, the same age kids often 
begin preschool programs. 
Gauge whether the child has 
spent time away from home at 
friends’ or family members’ 
homes to decide if a resident 
camp will be the right fit or if 
a day camp is a better fit.

Connect with 
fellow campers

If possible, attend a 
meet-and-greet prior to the 
start of the season. Neigh-
borhood day camps tend to 
draw kids from local com-
munities, so there’s already a 
chance kids will know a few 
fellow campers. 

Get to know 
camp counselors early on

Campers can introduce 
themselves to camp coun-
selors and other program di-
rectors and are urged to ask 
questions about specific pro-
grams. Counselors can direct 
campers toward activities 
they may enjoy.

Make the most 
of all situations

Much of summer camp 
will likely be smooth-sailing, 
but it’s reasonable to expect 
some bumps along the way. 
Campers shouldn’t expect 
perfection, but use the situ-
ations that may go awry as 
learning experiences on how 
to handle adversity — trying 
to find the fun in them any-
way. Even a medical situation 
can be overcome, particularly 
because camps staff qualified 
medical personnel to ensure 
campers are safe and well.

Make the most of the summer camp

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

2026 Summer Riding Sessions
June 29 - July 3 • July 20 - July 24
August 10 - August 14 • August 24-28

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Check Out These Great Camps!Check Out These Great Camps!

◗  In The News

future events, “If I can help 
in any way, I would love to 
help. The main thing is get-
ting something done. 

As far as the event 
goes, the Republican Town 
Committee is growing. When 
I first got in it there were 
only four people and it was 
building and building. 

I hope that this will 
make people more aware of 
what’s going on, and we get 
together, especially for the 

local elections. We do what-
ever we can do to support 
them. 

For the community, we 
can’t just sit and complain 
about things that are happen-
ing here, that’s what’s been 
happening and we’re in that 
position now we wake up 
and ask how did this hap-
pen? Because we let it hap-
pen. We didn’t get out and do 
something so that’s the most 
important part, is to get peo-
ple involved,” said Saloio. 

Volunteer and Grassroots 

Coord ina to r  S t ephan ie 
Mulroy shared what led her 
in support of Minogue as 
governor and stated, “It’s not 
about shaking the right hand 
or making the right back-
room deal, it’s about meet-
ing the people and hearing 
them.” Minogue was seen 
greeting guests and listening 
to their concerns and com-
ments during the meet and 
greet with Ludlow residents.

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s 
involved in a variety of com-
munity outreach efforts like 

fundraising for candidates, 
trivia nights, and events like 
meet and greets. “It’s a great 
way to build a community. 
Our meetings revolve around 
what’s happening, what we 
think we could do to help 
situations and ask why peo-
ple are running, and what we 
can do to help them,” ended 
Saloio.

To learn more about 
t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  Tow n 
Committee, visit the Mills 
Tavern the first Wednesday of 
every month at 6:30 p.m. 

VISITS, from page 1

capped with the Annual 
Colleen Gathering from 
2 to 5 p.m. The Colleen 
Gathering is an event that is 
rotated among the communi-
ties that crown colleens.

Holyoke, which crowns 
the “Grand Colleen” is this 
year’s host and the event 
will take place at Wyckoff 
Country Club. 

Col leens  represent -
ing Holyoke,  Agawam, 
Chicopee, Springfield, West 
Springfield, and Westfield 

will gather with family and 
friends to celebrate Parade 
season with food, music, 
Irish dancing, and raffles.

Other upcoming events 
include the Chamber of 
C o m m e r c e ’s  b r e a k fa s t 
and then the main events, 
the 49th running of the St. 

Patrick’s Road Race on 
Saturday, March 21 at 1 p.m. 
and the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade on Sunday, March 22.

For more information 
on the numerous events tak-
ing place over the next few 
weeks, go to www.holyokest-
patricksparade.com.

PARADE, from page 1

Council president to hold 
talk at Wistariahurst

H O L Y O K E  – 
Wistariahurst  Museum 
is hosting a talk with 
Holyoke’s City Council 
President Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti during Civic 
Learning week. Getting 
involved with your local city 
council is a way to engage 
with and be aware of what’s 
happening in your city. 
Residents from Holyoke 
and beyond can take away 
information about civic 
engagement from Murphy-
Romboletti’s talk.

T e s s a  M u r p h y -
Romboletti is entering her 
third term as an At-Large 
Holyoke City Councilor 
and is currently serving 

her second term as Council 
President and is the first 
woman in the city’s history 
to hold the title. 

Fo r  s eve n  y e a r s , 
Murphy-Romboletti led 
EforAll/EparaTodos Pioneer 
Valley, helping hundreds of 
local entrepreneurs—par-
ticularly women, immi-
grants, and under-repre-
sented founders—start and 
grow their small businesses. 
Before that, she guided the

If  Not You, Who? 
Getting Involved in Local 
Government will occur 
Thursday, March 12 from 
6 to 7 p.m. at Wistariahurst 
Museum during Civic 
Learning Week. 


