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CPA
question
continues

to stay off
the ballot

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke City Council voted
against putting the CPA ques-
tion on an upcoming election

ballot, but then made a motion
to reconsider their actions at a

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

future meeting.

This vote came about due
to Attorney Kathleen Degnan’s
ruling that the council needed
to vote to approve the reduc-
tion of CPA surcharge from
1.5% to 1% in order to put the
question on the ballot.

“For this ballot question
we have the reduction, we
have to vote on the reduc-
tion...”

See QUESTION, page 11

Several school in the city need roof work and the school district is planning to apply to the Massachusetts
School Building Authority for assistance.

City Council approves application
for multiple school roof replacements

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Director
of Maintenance for Holyoke
Public Schools Whitney
Anderson came to the city
council to request their approv-
al to file statements of interest
to the Massachusetts School
Building Authority’s accelerated
repair program.

This program has an annual
application process. Anderson
and the superintendent needed
approval from the council to file
these applications.

The hope is to be accepted
into this program and to gain
funds for potential roof replace-
ments at Holyoke High, Dr.
Marcella R. Kelly, Lt. Clayre P.
Sullivan, Lt. Elmer J. McMahon
and Maurice A. Donahue
Schools.

“Hopefully we will be
invited into the program, at
which time we can study any

See ROOF, page 8

PLAYOFFS TAKE OFF

Shawn Rivera gets off his feet for the one-hander in Holyoke’s
first playoff game last week during the Western Mass. Class A
Tournament. The Knights defeated Chicopee Comprehensive in the
quarterfinals. The Knights would fall in the semifinals but moved
into the state tournament earlier this week. See story and more

photos on page 7.
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Bevan takes over as new YMCA CEQO

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Conor Bevan
has been selected as the new
CEO of the Greater Holyoke
YMCA.

Bevan will be succeeding
Kathy Viens, who is retiring from
the position.

Bevan has many years of
experience in non-profit organi-
zations. He was the CEO of Boys
& Girls Clubs of Hartford for
over two years, where he made
a significant positive impact on
their organization.

He also has worked at the
Boys & Girls Club of Greater
Holyoke, the Springfield Boys
& Girls Clubs, Berkshire Health
Systems, and as a civilian lead
contractor for the Navy.

Bevan was inspired to work
in non-profit organizations thanks
to his experience at the Holyoke
YMCA as a kid.

“My first introduction to any
non-profit organization was the
Greater Holyoke YMCA,” Bevan
said. “My grandparents would
take me to the Y where a group
of seniors there taught me how
to play checkers. That was my
first feeling of having a sense of
belonging outside of my home.”

The YMCA helped Bevan’s
family greatly when he was a
child. He was able to take part
in many of their programs and
volunteer in the gym as he
grew older.

These experiences propelled

him into the professional world
of non-profit organizations.

Now he is delighted to be
returning to the very place that
inspired his career.

“It’s something that I'll
cherish forever, it truly is a gift,”
Bevan said. “The organization
means the world to me. My
hope is that I'll be able to give
back what the organization gave
to me.”

“My grandparents
would take me to the Y
where a group of seniors
there taught me
how to play checkers.
That was my first
feeling of having
a sense of belonging
outside of my home.”

- Conor Bevan

Bevan’s main focus through-
out his first year as CEO will be
to begin laying the foundation for
the strategic plan.

While working on this plan,
he hopes to ensure that every
stakeholder in the YMCA has a
say in what the organization will
look like moving forward.

“I hope to accomplish a
robust strategic plan that is inclu-
sive of every community stake-
holder, and those stakeholders

are every kid, every teen, every
non-profit partner, every public
school district, every communi-
ty-based organization and every
social group,” Bevan said.

He will work to be an active
listener to what the communi-
ty’s wants and needs are, so he
can ensure those are visible in the
strategic planning effort.

This strategic plan is key to
understanding where the YMCA
wants to go as an organization, so
Bevan does not want any stake-
holders feeling as though their
voices weren’t heard during the
planning process.

“I think it’s absolutely criti-
cal that every single stakeholder
in our organization understand
where we want to go,” Bevan
said. “We need to paint that
picture for our community...if
we don’t paint the picture with
everyone involved, we can’t pos-
sibly make progress.”

Following the layout of a
strategic plan, Bevan hopes to
work toward a larger collective
impact focused on building the
YMCA to be an “epicenter of
community wellness and family
enrichment programming.”

His long-term goal is to
ensure that the YMCA is “the
best place to work, the best place
to volunteer and the epicenter for
wellness in the Greater Holyoke
Region.”

Also during his work as the
CEO, Bevan plans to continue

See BEVAN, page 8



» InThe News

HEDIC MakerLoan awarded to Raw Beauty Brand LLC

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke
Economic Development and Industrial
Corporation awarded Raw Beauty Brand
LLC its first HEDIC MakerLoan.

Raw Beauty Brand, 532 Main St.,
was awarded the maximum amount of
$25,000 at 0% interest at a 5-year term.
This money will be used to expand and
grow the business through the purchase of
new equipment, wholesale ingredients for
products, and working capital. The agree-
ment was finalized Feb. 8.

HEDIC Vice Chair Callie Flanagan
said “This loan program provides access
to capital to small, early-stage and start-
up maker businesses in Holyoke. With
this loan, owner Crystal Headly will be
able to increase her manufacturing capac-

ity, hire employees, and take her business
to the next level. I am excited to welcome
Raw Beauty Brand as a new addition to
Holyoke’s vibrant maker community and
look forward to witnessing Crystal’s suc-
cess here in Holyoke.”

Raw Beauty Brand creates artisanal
soaps and skincare with an emphasis on
organic ingredients that are safe for sen-
sitive skin. Crystal Headly, owner and
founder started making her artisanal soaps
to try and ease her children’s sensitive
skin issues and allergies.

With time this small endeavor grew
to a successful online shopping expe-
rience and Headly began bringing her
products to sell at events all around the
area. Averaging 20 events a month, Raw

Beauty began growing rapidly and was
ready for the next step. Raw Beauty will
be using the funds to purchase industrial
equipment that will speed up production
time, allowing the business to increase
inventory and take on bigger contracts
with stores.

Raw Beauty applied for the HEDIC
MakerLoan program. This zero-interest
loan program offers maker type busi-
nesses financing during the early stages
of growth. A maker business is a busi-
ness that creates a good that then goes to
market. To qualify, applicants must be
in business less than three years, be in
Holyoke, be a maker, and not yet qualify
for more traditional financing options.
The mission of this program is to fill in

gaps financially that other lenders can-
not take on due to higher risk, as well
as enhance Holyoke’s rich tradition of
manufacturing. Flanagan said “The key
to a business’ success is having adequate
access to business resources and capital. I
am proud to live in a city that offers both:
resources through EforAll/EparaTodos,
our vibrant Chamber of Commerce, and
our TDI District; and access to capital
through HEDIC’s new maker loan pro-
gram. It can be very difficult for a small,
early-stage business to acquire financing.
Unfortunately, without capital, it can be
difficult for these businesses to grow or
even start at all.”

To learn more about the program
visit https://www.holyoke.org/makerloan/.

Jazz Festival

HOLYOKE - Hot off a win for Best
Latin Jazz Album at the 66th annual
Grammy awards, pianist, composer, and
band leader Luis Perdomo will be the
featured guest artist at the 25th anniver-
sary Holyoke Community College Jazz
Festival, March 1 and March 2.

The two-day festival opens on
Friday, March 1, with an 8 p.m. con-
cert with Perdomo performing with the
Ambherst Jazz Orchestra under the direc-
tion of David Sporny on the stage of the
Leslie Phillips Theater in the HCC Fine
& Performing Arts building.

The Friday night concert is free for
HCC students, faculty and staff, and $10
for the general public

“Luis is a great musician, a great
teacher, and a great guy,” said festival
organizer and HCC music professor Bob
Ferrier. “I know him from the Jazz in
July program at UMass, where we teach
together. He just won a Grammy for the

Luis Perdomo

this weekend

number one Latin Jazz Album, so that’s
special. We’re very happy to have him
here at HCC for our 25th anniversary
festival.”

The festival will continue on Sat.,
March 2, in the Leslie Phillips Theater
with jazz combo performances. Jazz
clinics, workshops and jam sessions will
be held throughout the day in the HCC
Recital Hall.

Perdomo will conduct two music
clinics, one at 11 a.m. and another at 1
p.m.

A concluding concert will be held in
the theater Saturday afternoon featuring
Perdomo with HCC students and festival
faculty.

In addition to his work as a perform-
er, Perdomo is a composer, bandleader,
and teacher. He began performing in his
native Venezuela as a teenager and now
makes his home in New York City. He
is also an associate professor of music at
Berklee in Boston.

A prolific sideman, he has appeared
on more than 200 records, playing with
the likes of artists such as David Sanchez
and David Gilmore as well as recording
seven albums as a bandleader. He was a
member of Ravi Coltrane’s Quartet for
10 years and is a founding member of the
Miguel Zenon Quartet.

The Amherst Jazz Orchestra, led by
trombonist David Sporny, has been a
mainstay of the HCC Jazz Festival since
the first one in 1998. The HCC Jazz
Festival has been held every except for
2020 and 2021 when it was canceled due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

UCCH to hold Community Meal

HOLYOKE - It’s almost St.
Patrick’s Day, which means it’s almost
time for corned beef and cabbage.
It’s also almost time for the monthly
Community Meal, which will be March
8 at 5 p.m. All Are Welcome to come join
for a festive St. Patrick’s feast, complete
with corned beef and cabbage. The meal
will be followed up with a family movie
at 6 p.m. Cost is absolutely free.

The Community Meal is hosted on
the second Friday evening of each month
at the church at 300 Appleton St. The

menu changes monthly. Parents must
accompany their children.

The United Congregational Church
of Holyoke is an Open and Affirming
congregation of the United Church of
Christ. We welcome all individuals,
regardless of where they are on their
journey. If individuals would like to learn
more about UCCH, please visit the web-
site at www.uccholyoke.org, find us on
Facebook or Instagram, or call our office
at 413-532-1483 Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Library to hold Spanish language
genealogy workshop March 5

HOLYOKE - On Tuesday, March
5, from 4 to 6 p.m. the Holyoke Public
Library will host a Spanish language
genealogy workshop hosted by Irisneri
Alicea Flores. Many Latinos and
Latinas hit early brick walls in their
family history research because they are
not familiar with Family Search online
records.
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Church Records, Census Records,
Notarial Records, Immigration and
Travel records can be found, but individ-
uals need to know where to look. Flores
will help participants learn to navigate
FamilySearch and discover what they can
find out about their ancestors.

Pre-register by calling the History
Room at (413) 420-8107.

St. Patrick’s

Committee

announces March events

HOLYOKE - The Saint Patrick’s
committee of Holyoke is excited to
announce their March 2024 fundrais-
ing events. These events aim to enrich
the community’s St. Patrick’s Parade
experience and raise funds through
exciting events. Upcoming events
include:

Dobbin’s Tartan Party on
Saturday, March 2, from 1 to 3 p.m., at
the Holyoke Merry Go Round located
at 221 Appleton St. The Saint Patrick’s
Committee of Holyoke, through the
generous sponsorship of Peoples
Bank, aims to bring the spirit of parade
weekend to the Merry-Go-Round. The
event will feature unlimited carousel
rides, face painting, hair braiding, a
raffle for tartan rocking horse, photo
booth, food, beer and wine. Admission
is $5 per person or $10 per family.

Marshal Mania with
“Unforgettable Fire” on Saturday,
March 2, from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.,
at Gateway City Arts located at 92
Race St. Tickets for the event are

$20 per person.

Colleen Gathering on Sunday,
March 3, from 2 to 5 p.m., at
Wyckoff Country Club located at 233
Easthampton Road. Guests are wel-
come to meet the Holyoke and region-
al Colleens. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Irish Thunder and the Black
Rose Academy of Irish Dance. Tickets
are $20 per person.

There will be an Ireland ticket
drawing. Join to find out who will
be winning a trip to Ireland through
the annual Past Presidents’ Raffle
Drawing. Wednesday, March 13, from
5:30 - 8:00 p.m. at Wyckoff Country
Club (downstairs). The winning ticket
will be drawn at 7 p.m and the event is
free to attend.

The 71st St. Patrick’s Parade
will be held on Sunday, March 17
and the 47th St. Patrick’s Road Race
will be held on Saturday, March 16.

For more information, please visit
our website at www.holyokestpatrick-
sparade.com.

HCC scholarship deadline extended

HOLYOKE - The deadline
to apply for scholarships from the
Holyoke Community College
Foundation for the 2024-2025 aca-
demic year has been extended until
midnight on Friday, March 8.

Each year, the HCC Foundation
awards hundreds of scholarships
worth more than $300,000 to incom-
ing, current, and transferring HCC
students. Many students receive mul-
tiple scholarship awards.

Students must be current-
ly enrolled at HCC or have been
accepted for the upcoming academic
year to be eligible for scholarships,
which are awarded through the HCC
Foundation, HCC’s nonprofit fund-
raising corporation.

Applicants only need to fill out a
single online form to be automatically
matched with the scholarships they
are most qualified to receive. There
are scholarships for new students,
current students and students transfer-

ring to other institutions, scholarships
based on financial need, scholarships
for students in specific majors, schol-
arships for residents of certain com-
munities, and scholarships that recog-
nize academic achievement.

To make the process of applying
easier, HCC opened a Scholarship
Resource Center in January on the
first floor of the Donahue Building
(Room 158). The center is open
Mondays through Fridays from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Those in need of assis-
tance can drop in any time during
office hours to ask questions or to use
one of the center’s three computer
workstations. They can also sched-
ule appointments to meet with center
staffers.

To view scholarship opportuni-
ties and begin the application process,
please go to: www.hcc.edu/scholar-
ships. Questions should be directed
to Laura Freeman at 413-552-2613 or
Ifreeman @hcc.edu.

Winter Blues Art Festival on Saturday

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Community Artists and Artisans will
present Beat the Winter Blues Art
Festival on Saturday March 2, with snow
date of March 9. The art festival will
take place at the Sacred Heart Parish
Hall, 1061 Springfield St., from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

There will be food served from the

Sacred Heart Parish kitchen. Breakfast
and lunch may be purchased. Artists and
artisans will be selling framed original
art, prints, pottery, fused glass, jewel-
ry, stained glass, photography, wire art,
wood craft, gourds, and more.

For further information please con-
tact Ceil Rossi email at tocarefree2 @
hotmail.com or call (413) 207-1247



Library to hold
oral history
workshop

HOLYOKE - On Saturday, March
2, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. the Holyoke
Public Library will be hosting an oral
history workshop.

Karen Chance and Andrea Lovett
will guide patrons through the process
of uncovering memories in their lives
that deserve to be remembered. There
is a limit of 20 participants. To reserve
a place call 413-420-8101. This is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural Council.

In The News ¢

Holyoke City Councilor visits MiraVista

HOLYOKE — Among those join-
ing U.S. Rep. Richard E. Neal on his
Feb. 27 visit to MiraVista Behavioral
Health Center was Juan C. Anderson-
Burgos, Holyoke City Council member
who also serves as Legislative Aide to
State Representative Patricia A. Duffy
whose 5th Hampden District includes
Holyoke.

Neal, who serves the 1st District
of Massachusetts that includes most
of Hampden County, chairs the House
Ways and Means Committee and has
been instrumental in passing a num-
ber of legislative acts expanding access
to behavioral health care. He toured

MiraVista’s newly renovated 16-bed
adolescent unit, calling this age group
a population that can be treated suc-
cessfully and the recently reopened unit
“clearly a step in the right direction” for
patients and family members. Hospital
executives joining him on the tour
included Dr. Negar Beheshti, MiraVista
Chief Medical Officer who is certified
in both general psychiatry and child and
adolescent psychiatry.

U.S. Rep. Richard E. Neal and Juan C.
Anderson-Burgos visited MiraVista on
Feb. 27. Submitted Photo

Sensory-friendly egg hunt to be
held at Wistariahurst Museum

HOLYOKE - Join Wistariahurst
Museum and hop in for a sensory-friend-
ly egg hunt that focuses on gentle explo-
ration and enjoyment. Designed for
families with sensory sensitivities, this
egg-ceptional event is tailored so every
bunny feels comfortable and welcome.
Weather permitting, the egg-stravagan-
za will take place in the gardens but
will be relocated indoors in the event of
inclement weather. Each child will be
able to gather six eggs and choose from
a selection of prizes ranging from candy
to fidget toys. This event is the first of its
kind at Wistariahurst, and staff members
are ready to crack open the fun.

“We saw an opportunity for the
museum to offer this city tradition to
kids who may not thrive at the large-
scale egg hunt downtown. We wanted to
be a space that could offer some more
inclusion for this fun event,” Megan
Seiller, museum director, enthuses.

“And we are thankful for the support
from Holyoke’s Parks and Recreation
Department on this event.”

Families can sign up for ten minute
time slots between 10 and 11:30 a.m.,
and will be limited to two at a time.
The egg hunt will continue until noon
to allow children to explore at their
own pace and enjoy a stress free expe-
rience. Stay and search as long as the
child wants, time slots are only meant
to ensure a calm and seemless check-in
process. If families would like to explore
the museum and/or gardens ahead of the
event, open hours are on Mondays from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Tuesdays from
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. and the gardens are
open every day from dawn until dusk.

Please visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/sensory-friendly-egg-hunt-at-wis-
tariahurst-museum-tick-
ets-8401595889477aff=ebdsoporgprofile
to learn more about this event.

Easter egg hunt set for March 23

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Parks and
Recreation cordially invites the com-
munity to Holyoke’s annual Spring
Celebration and Easter Egg Hunt. This
community event will take place on
Saturday, March 23, from 10 am to noon
at Holyoke Heritage State Park.

Enjoy unlimited free rides at the
Holyoke Merry Go Round and take pic-
tures with the Easter Bunny.

Music, spring crafts, pony rides and
balloons will also be available.

Easter Egg Hunt Times: 10 a.m. -
Toddlers; 10:30 a.m. - 4-6-year-olds; 11

a.m. - 7-9-year-olds and

11:30 a.m. - 10 — 12-year-olds.

This event is free of charge and will
occur rain or shine. In the event of rain,
all activities will be moved inside the
Holyoke Merry Go Round.

The Holyoke Children’s Museum
will also be open. Children are encour-
aged to bring their own baskets for egg
collecting.

For more information visit our web
site at www.holyoke.org or call the Parks
& Recreation Department at (413) 322-
5620.

VOC starts 2024 tax

HOLYOKE - Valley Opportunity
Council, which manages the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program provid-
ing free tax preparation to those of low-
and moderate-income, has begun its 2024
tax preparations on Monday, Jan. 29.

VITA in-person tax preparation
appointments are available from Jan 29
through May 15 at 35 Mt. Carmel Ave.,
Chicopee; 300 High Street, Holyoke; and
new this year, 20 Lathrop Street in West
Springfield.

To schedule an appointment,
call (413) 612-0206. Those eligi-
ble for the VITA program must live in
Massachusetts with an income of up to
$60,000. Appointments are available on
weekdays, evenings and Sundays.

Certified volunteer tax professionals
help qualified individuals prepare and
file basic state and federal tax returns and
prior year returns. VOC also offers free
electronic filing (e-filing) of tax returns,
allowing for individuals to receive their
refunds much quicker than paper filings.

assistance program

The core mission and goal of VITA
is to assist low- to moderate-income tax-
payers in satisfying their tax responsibil-
ities and minimize financial hardships,
in turn saving taxpayers thousands of
dollars in filing fees.

In 2023, VOC helped 743 individu-
als file their state and federal tax returns
through the VITA program. VOC has
been providing the VITA program for 25
years in the communities of Chicopee,
Holyoke, and more recently, Westfield.

The Valley Opportunity Council is
the largest and most diverse Community
Action Agency in Western Massachusetts
with an annual budget of $45 million.
With this Federal designation, the VOC
has established a powerful network of
support and collaborative services
intended to encourage community mem-
bers to actively achieve self-sufficiency
for themselves and their families. VOC
employs over 250 staff members and has
150 local vendors, providing a significant
economic investment in the community.

Lifeguard classes available

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke Parks
and Recreation Department is offer-
ing a lifeguard Red Cross certification
training course at the Holyoke Boys
and Girls Club,70 Nick Cosmos Way.
Session 1 will take place April 20 and
21 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Session 2 will
take place May 4 and 5 from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. Participants only need to attend
one weekend session. Applicants must
be 16 years of age. Strong swimmers
are encouraged to apply. Participants
must pass a pre-skills test at the start
of class. $175.00 for Holyoke residents
and $275.00 for non-residents.

Lifeguard Re-Certification Classes
will also be offered on April 21 and
May 5. Participants only need to attend
one class. Classes will run from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at the Holyoke Boys and Girls
Club. Update your skills while also
extending your certification for another
two years. $125.00 for Holyoke resi-
dents and $225.00 for non-residents.

Please register at the Holyoke
Parks and Recreation Department, 413-
322-5620.

Participants must register and be
paid in full before attending the class.
Limited space available.

Easter Bunny arrives at Holyoke Mall

HOLYOKE - Western
Massachusetts is hopping over to
Holyoke Mall on March 1 to welcome
the Easter Bunny back for the spring
season.

Mr. Cottontail returns to his hol-
iday home March 1 through March 30
on the lower level in JCPenney Court
to bring in the new season with holiday
photos and themed events.

This March, hundreds of families
will celebrate their favorite Easter tra-
dition at Holyoke Mall. Reservations
are recommended and can be made by
visiting whereisbunny.com. Guests who
pre-book will receive a complimentary
gift valued at $20.

Easter Bunny Photo Hours:

Monday to Friday: 2 to 7 p.m.,
extends to 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on March
18

Saturday: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
extends to 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on March
23

Sunday: noon to 6 p.m., extends to
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on March 18

Capture the magic all season long at
one of the center’s Easter Bunny events:

Hoppin’ Into Spring: March 9 from
11 am. to 1 p.m.

Sensory-Friendly Event: March 10
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Pet Nights: March 18 and 19 from
5to 7 p.m.

All events will take place on the
lower level outside of JCPenney.
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OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid

FORMER HOLYOKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS

Please be advised that student’s Special Education (Chap-
ter 766) records, with a withdrawal date within the year
2015/2016 will be destroyed on March 22, 2024. If you
wish to obtain a copy of your records, please contact the:

Holyoke Public Schools, Special Education Department
57 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
Tel: 413-534-2000 Ext. 1209

This does not pertain to current
Special Education Student’s records.
This notice does not pertain to student’s transcripts
Which are dealt under 603 CMR 23.06

PUBLIC NOTICE TO

Obituary, costing

$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

PARA LOS EX-ESTUDIANTES DE EDUCACION ESPECIAL
DE LAS ESCUELAS PUBLICAS DE HOLYOKE

Favor informarse que los archivos de estudiantes de
Educacion Especial (Capitulo 766) con fecha de retiro
dentro del afio 2015/2016, seran destruidos
el 22 de Marzo del 2024. Si desea obtener una copia
de sus archivos, favor de comunicarse con las:

Escuelas Publicas de Holyoke,
Departamento de Educacion Especial
Calle Suffolk # 57, Holyoke, MA 01040
Tel: 413-534-2000 ext. 1209
Este aviso no concierne los archivos actuales

de Educacion Especial. Este aviso no concierne
las trascripciones del estudiante bajo 603 MCR 23.06

AVISO PUBLICO
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CONGRESS

By Lee Hamilton

Foreign policy rises
in public attention

mericans seem to be more interested in
Aforeign policy than usual. Four in 10

U.S. adults named it as an important
issue to address in 2024, according to a recent
poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center
for Public Affairs. That’s twice as many as a
year earlier.

That sounds right to me. From what I can
tell, Americans are paying closer attention to
foreign policy than they have for some time.

Part of it, no doubt, is driven by media
coverage of the wars in the Middle East and
Ukraine. When the media pay attention to a
topic, the public pays attention; and when the
public pays attention, the media pay attention.

It works both ways.

Of course, what really captures the public
eye is the prospect of U.S. casualties, as we
saw in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, which
killed thousands of Americans. There’s been
nothing like that yet in the current conflicts,
although about 30 U.S. citizens were killed in
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack on Israel and an estimat-
ed 300 Americans were stranded in Gaza by
the fighting.

In the AP-NORC poll, 20% of respon-
dents said they were concerned about U.S.
involvement overseas, up from 5% a year
earlier. That’s a significant increase, and it’s
reflected by debates in Congress over helping
fund the wars.

But whether foreign policy has much of
an impact on the 2024 elections is an open
question.

Even if Americans follow foreign policy,
I don’t have the sense that they vote on those
issues. Problems at home are more meaningful
to most voters, by far.

They’re worried about inflation, afford-
able health care, gas prices and the cost of
housing and food. They are concerned about
crime and public safety. They pay attention to
interest rates, jobs and other economic indica-
tors.

Many Americans are deeply concerned
about immigration, especially at the southern
border. Immigration is a domestic matter, but
it’s entwined with foreign policy.

Immigrants and refugees often are fleeing
dire conditions in their home countries. We
need to work with those regions to address the
issue.

I learned early in my time in Congress
that foreign policy wasn’t something most
constituents were eager to discuss. I rarely
spoke about foreign policy on visits to the dis-
trict, where people were more likely to want
to know about a local dam project or govern-
ment actions that directly affected them.

Interestingly, I was most likely to get
questions about foreign policy when I spoke at
high schools. High school students were well
prepared for my visits, and they would zero in
on foreign policy issues.

With current issues, most Americans were
outraged by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022 and inspired by Ukraine’s
brave resistance. But, as the war dragged on, it
receded from the headlines, and interest in the
U.S. has flagged.

Recently, center stage has gone to Hamas’
attack on Israel, which killed 1,200 people,
and Israel’s response, which has reportedly
killed 25,000 people in Gaza. The Middle
East is almost in a category by itself for public
attention.

Many Americans feel strongly about
Israel’s importance in U.S. foreign policy.
Conflicts in the Middle East, and relations
between Israel and its neighbors, get more
coverage in U.S. news media than news from
Asia, Africa or even from Europe.

See CONGRESS, page 5
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Record warming trend continues...
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Get a head start the old-fashioned way

Gk

a Seed Starting Workshop for members

at Old Sturbridge Village, and someone
asked a question about how seedlings would
have been pre-started in the mid-1800s.

It was a logical question considering
we have heat cables, supplemental light and
greenhouses at our disposal these days. We
can grow any number of plants pretty much
any time of the year.

How then, did innovative gardeners of
old get a head start? Cold frames and hot
beds, of course! These season extenders
continue to be useful today.

Read on to learn how these are con-
structed and used successfully.

The easiest way to describe a cold frame
is this: a rectangular box fitted with a win-
dow sash. It can be as simple as an old storm
window on top of hay bales.

Better yet would be to construct your
cold frame to capture as much passive solar
energy as possible. We achieve this by
angling the window sash 35 to 45 degrees to
catch the sun.

l ust about a week ago I was presenting

The window sash you obtain will deter-
mine the size of the frame. Keep in mind that
you have to be able to reach inside to work;
therefore, it is recommended that you make
the box no deeper than three feet.

Construct the frame using rot resistant
woods like cedar or redwood. Pine is an
inexpensive and readily available option, but
should be painted with exterior paint prior to
assembly to ensure years of use.

White paint will not only make an
attractive cold frame, but one that will reflect
light to the plants growing in it. The walls
should be at least an inch thick, preferably
two inches, to further insulate the plants
growing inside.

Locate your cold frame in full sun, fac-
ing south or southeast. The soil under the
cold frame is a “mini plot” that should be
enriched as I would any other part of the gar-
den by incorporating an inch or two of com-
post and a sprinkling of lime and balanced
organic fertilizer into the soil prior to use.

The window sash will likely stay shut on
overcast days. On sunny days, however, be
sure to prop open the window to ventilate the
space — it can get quite hot inside and young
seedlings could easily be harmed.

The sash can be opened completely (or
removed altogether) on very warm days.
Don’t forget to provide water within the
frame — if it is covered it is exempt from the
rain.

See GARDEN, page 5

About Medicare’s dreaded ‘IRMAA’ provision
SOCIAL SECURITY

|l

Dear Rusty

My wife is on Medicare and receiving
Social Security benefits each month. We built
a house and used money from our invest-
ments to pay for it. We knew we would pay
taxes on that withdrawal, but my wife got
a letter from Social Security saying that
because the money we withdrew was listed
as income, her 2024 Medicare premium went
up over $500. And since Medicare is taken
out of her Social Security, that results in a
$6,000 loss to our budget.

Is there anything that can be done about
this situation? We sent a letter to Social
Security, but they responded that unless her
situation was one of only a few categories
(loss of house, divorce, etc.) nothing could
be done for the year.

The money was used strictly on another
investment ,our new house. It wasn’t like
we took it out and spent it wildly. Can you
please advise?

Signed: Frustrated Homeowner

By Russell Gloor

Dear Frustrated

Unfortunately, it sounds like your
wife is a victim of the Medicare provi-
sion known as “Income Related Monthly
Adjustment Amount.” Each person’s
Medicare Part B premium, coverage for
outpatient healthcare, is determined year-
ly from their income from all sources as
reported to the IRS two years prior. IRMAA
sets income thresholds, depending on your
IRS filing status and if those thresholds are
exceeded you must pay a higher Medicare
Part B premium and also a higher Part D
premium if you have prescription drug cov-
erage.

Assuming you file your taxes as “mar-
ried/jointly,” if your combined 2022 income
as a couple was between $206,000 and
$258,000 your wife’s 2024 Part B premium
is $244.60, instead of the standard $174.70);
if your combined 2022 income was between
$258,000 and $322,000 then your wife’s
Part B premium for 2024 is $349.40; if your
combined in 2022 was between $322,000
and $386,000, her Part B premium is
$454.20; if your combined 2022 income as
a married couple was between $386,000 to
$750,000 then your wife’s 2024 Part B pre-

See SECURITY, page 5
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Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writ-
ers to include their name,
address and phone num-
ber in order for our office
to authenticate author-
ship prior to publication.
Addresses and phone
numbers are not pub-
lished.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous,
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or
defamation of character
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed
letters can be sent to The
Sun, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.




In The News ¢

BBB Scam Alert: Shoppers beware of Facebook Marketplace cons

By Paula Fleming
pfleming@boston.bbb.org

Facebook Marketplace can be a
great place to find deals on items for
sale in your neighborhood. But like any
online classified site, watch out for warn-
ing signs before handing over money.
BBB is seeing reports of Facebook
Marketplace scams in BBB Scam
Tracker, especially for big-ticket items
like used cars and RVs.

How the scam works

You are shopping on Facebook
Marketplace and spot a listing that looks
like a good deal, so you contact the sell-
er. The seller replies by saying that she
or he is out of the country, in the military,
or otherwise unavailable. Instead, the
person tells you they are using eBay,
Amazon, or another reputable third-party
company to sell and ship the item.

The seller assures you that you will
have a chance to see and test drive the
vehicle before committing to a purchase.
However, you must first wire money or

facebook

Today's picks

Marketplace o

Q Browse il
- Your
- account
+ Croato new listing

Filters

50,000 850
Categories 2015 Chevrolet silverads 1500

& vohicies

rogular cab LS Pickup 20612t Bed

0 Property Rentaks

Classifieds

Electronics

0D ¢ o

1995 Fard 1150 regular cab Long

$5,000
1966 Internations 190

56,000
1966 Ford other

send funds via pre-paid debit card to
“Amazon” or “eBay.” They will act as an
escrow service. If you are unhappy with
your purchase, you can simply return it
for a full refund. Since you have confi-
dence in the site being used for escrow,
you agree.

Unfortunately, both the third-party
service and the seller are a con. The car
or other item doesn’t exist. Some scam-

mers have even gone as far as creating
fake invoices from “Amazon” or “eBay,’
stealing their logos to make the invoices
look real.

How to avoid scams on
Facebook Marketplace:
* Always meet the seller and see the
item for sale before purchasing. This will
help you avoid most scams on Facebook

Marketplace. This is also true for hous-
ing rentals. If you can’t tour the house or
apartment before renting it, it’s likely not
available.

e Avoid deals involving shipping
or escrow services. This scam is only one
take on this trend. Avoid them by pur-
chasing directly from the seller.

* Report scams to Facebook. If
you’ve encountered a scam on Facebook
Marketplace, report them to Facebook.

e Check BBB Tips: Many sales
scams use similar techniques. Check out
tips on BBB.org/scamtips to learn more.

For more information

For more ways to protect your-
self from social media shopping scams,
see BBB’s tips for smart shopping
online. You can also find more general
tips at 10 Steps to avoid scams.

If you’ve been the victim of a social
media ad scam, share your experience
at BBB Scam Tracker. Your report could
help other consumers avoid falling victim
to similar scams.

Note: eBay and Amazon are BBB
Accredited Businesses.

GARDEN, from page 4

The cold frame is a great place to
start spring greens. There are other uses
as well.

Some plants prefer to germinate
at cool temperatures and simply won’t
grow well inside the house, even off the
heat cables. Try growing flats of cole
crops like kale, broccoli, cabbage and
cauliflower right in the cold frame —
they’ll be the sturdiest plants you ever
grew!

Likewise, start small pots of sweet
peas, pansies, forget-me-nots and bache-
lor’s buttons inside of it; they germinate
better in cool soil. Many native perenni-
als need to chill for a month before they
are able to germinate- “stratify” these
seeds in the cold frame and then move
them to the border once they are off and
growing.

You can also harden off plants that
were started indoors inside the cold
frame.

What about getting a head start with
heat-loving vegetables, such as toma-
toes or peppers? Or even herbs like basil
or flowers such as celosia, marigold or
amaranths? Here is where the hot bed
comes in.

If you have access to free, fresh
manure, you are all set. The general idea
is to build a mound about two feet tall of
manure and bedding materials not older
than six weeks and top it with soil you
will be growing your seedling in, then
top that with one of the frame set-ups
described above.

The heat generated from the manure
will warm the soil and the surrounding
air. Seeds should germinate easily and
readily.

It’s important not to set up your hot
bed too early — mid April to early May
is perfect because you will still need to
be past the frost free date before planting
the seedlings you’ve grown into the gar-
den. Hot beds take a little trial and error,
but are worth the experiment.

CON GRE SS, from page 4

Wars and conflicts draw news cover-
age, but other foreign policy issues also
matter a lot. Our relationship with China
is the most important bilateral relation-
ship in the world, and problems there can
have a global impact.

Climate change is an existential
issue that transcends national borders.
Trade, terrorism, cybersecurity and glob-
al migration require multinational coop-
eration.

Foreign policy issues may not rise to
the top of the public’s concerns, but vot-
ers — and politicians — should pay atten-
tion to them in this election year.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor
for the Indiana University Center
on Representative Government; a
Distinguished Scholar at the 1U
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and
International Studies; and a Professor
of Practice at the IU O’Neill School of
Public and Environmental Affairs. He
was a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives for 34 years.

SE CURI TK from page 4

mium is $559 and if your 2022 income
as a married couple was over $750,000
your wife’s Part B premium is $594. If
your wife also has private Part D pre-
scription drug coverage, IRMAA also
increases those premiums. Note that the
IRMAA thresholds are different for other
income tax filing statuses.

As the Social Security office has
already explained, you could appeal your
wife’s IRMAA premium increase if she
had a “life changing event,” but the list of
acceptable life changing events is quite
small (see form SSA-44). The only good
news is that your wife’s Medicare premi-
um will be calculated anew for next year,
so her Medicare premium for 2025 will,
if your 2023 joint income is less than the
first IRMAA threshold, revert to the stan-
dard 2025 premium.

For Your Information, it doesn’t
matter what you used the money for.
Your withdrawal was reported to the

IRS as taxable income, which is what
caused IRMAA to apply to your wife’s
Medicare premium for 2024. Many peo-
ple don’t realize that Medicare premi-
ums are higher for those with a higher
income, but since your withdrawal was
a one-time event, your wife’s Medicare
Part B premium next year should be
much less and her Social Security benefit
correspondingly higher.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended
for information purposes and does not
represent legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security
Association To submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC.

When we used them at OSV, the
seedlings grown within were always
greener and sturdier than those I provid-
ed from our fancy greenhouse!

It was fun to think about getting a
head start. Soon enough, soon enough!

Over the last decade, tremendous
gains have been made in rose breeding,
resulting in rose bushes that blend well
into landscape plantings and require
less maintenance for the homeowner. I
still enjoy my heirlooms, and grow the
Rugosa to remind me of the beach.

Still others prefer climbers or hybrid
teas. Whatever your sweetheart may
fancy, indulge this Valentine’s Day in a
gift that will keep on giving!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at
the University of Massachusetts. For 31
years she has held the position of staff
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

CLUES ACROSS 33. Mass transit
1. Home of lowa State option
University 34. Made a mistake
5. __-fi(slang) 39. Sacred sound
8. Mottled green and symbol
yellow fruit 42. Large N. American
12. Capable of reindeer
thinking and 44. Dull and flat
expressing oneself  46. Partner to huffing
clearly 47. Written works
14. Sports broadcaster 49. Monetary unit of
Eagle Serbia
15. Midday 50. Midway between
16. Kinsmen east and southeast
18. Cable network 51. Peninsula of
19. Simpleton southwestern Asia
20. Brunch beverage  56. Widely used
21. Fed multiuser 0S

22. European capital

23. Native inhabitants
26. Mechanical device
30. Rare geese native

57. Aggressive dog
58. Varnished

59. Hindu queen

60. Time units, abbr.

to Hawaii 61. Farm animals
31. Bedroom 62. Capital of Latvia
furnishing 63. Where golfers

32. The products of
human creativity

begin
64. Takes to civil court

CLUES DOWN 28. “Kill Bill" actress

1. 0ne who Thurman
graduated 29. Hawaiian dish

2. An inspired holy 35. Moroccan coastal
person region

3. Electronic counter-  36. Baseball statistic
countermeasures  37. Long period of time

4. A place to store 38. Moved earth
things 40. Central

5. Indian instrument Netherlands city

41. Take stock of
42. Central processing

6. Spanish saloon
7.Whole number

8. Not fastened unit
9. Gives a boost 43, Distinctive qualities
10. Lounges about one generates

11. Interested in
13. Remove salt

44, Getting stuck
45, Loss of bodily

17. Type of sword movements
24. Naturally 47 Veranda
occurring solid 48. Abrupt
material 49. What cats do
25. Gets involved 52. Expresses pleasure
without being 53. Type of cheese
invited 54, Professional STEM
26. Feline organization
27.Bobby __, NHL 55. Automatic data
champ processing systems

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 11
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» InThe News

Dakin brmgs back ‘Run for Cookies’ event

SPRINGFEILD - Dakin Humane
Society will hold its third annual Will
Run for Cookies 5k Run/2k Walk to
benefit the organization’s services
and programs on Saturday, May 18 in
Westfield’s Stanley Park. Registrants
will be invited to bring their dogs (on
non-retractable leashes) to take part in
the event.

Event day registration/check-in
will take place at 9 a.m., and the race
begins at 10:30 a.m. Online pre-reg-
istrations are being accepted now
through May 16 at https://racewire.
com/register.php?id=13823. The event
will be held rain or shine. Refunds are
not available.

Free race t-shirts, and one cookie
per person and dog participant will be
given to those who pre-register during
the Early Bird Registration period,
which will end on April 1. The Early
Bird Registration fees are as follows;
$20 for 12 years and younger and $30
for adult registration.

The adult registration fee will
increase to $35 April 2 through May
16, and to $40 on the day of the event.
The 12 years and younger fee will
remain the same. General pre-registra-
tion and race day registration includes
a cookie for human and dog partici-
pants, but a race shirt is not guaranteed.

Dakin’s Director of Development
and Marketing Stacey Price stat-
ed, “This is our third year celebrat-
ing the person/pet bond at our Cookie
Run event. We’re very happy to return
to Westfield’s Stanley Park, which is

group that responds to calls reporting
sightings of cats, especially kittens, liv-
ing outdoors. Beanie is one of the more
than 1,500 felines helped by the Kitten
Street Team since it was launched four
years ago.

Participants are also encouraged
to form teams to support each other,
fundraiser together, and come up with
creative team names. For more infor-
mation, visit www.dakinhumane.org.

Participants in last year’s Will Run for Cookies 5K.

especially beautiful in May, and pro-
vides an ideal setting for everyone to
enjoy a day outdoors with their friends
and dogs. Dakin’s services exist to
strengthen the bond between people
and pets, and everyone who partici-
pates in our event is lending a hand to
animals in need, and the people who
love them, right here in the Pioneer
Valley.”

Participants are encouraged to
fundraise to help give animals the food,
shelter, and medical treatment they
need. Every dollar raised goes towards
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creating happier and healthier lives for
animals both at Dakin, and those in
homes that need the organization’s ser-
vices.

As a fundraiser incentive, every
individual who raises $100 will receive
a blue beanie hat. The beanie hat
was chosen by Dakin to honor a kit-
ten named Beanie who had been res-
cued in frigid weather in 2020. She
was part of a litter living outdoors that
was humanely trapped and brought to
Dakin for care by Dakin’s Kitten Street
Team. The KST is an all-volunteer

HANNOUSH

H

Present This Coupon for

10% more

on your unwanted gold.
Explres 12/31/24

';;""?" MEMORIALDRIVE CHICOPEE, MA » 413- 377 1433
5 www.hannoushma.com :

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

s4 Ib

cuT
FREE

3989
Vb

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN . DD,
¥ (o Lenden Specials

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TILAPIA FILLET s

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

3493

ROAST or LONDON BROIL ) usoa s FRozen

S48 31/40CT

AW SHRINP » 5516 > 90D

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

o Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

§3% 7LB

BA

Ib  SALE DATES: 2/29/24-3/6/24 BUY DIRECT FOR S SAVINGS * SELECTION « SERVICE

BREADED FISH WEDGE..........

£ 90 Meat Outlet®

5299 « First-Rate Used Auto Parts Money on
b o Top-Grade Auto Body Parts the Spot
90 Avocado St. « Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All

Springfield “Serving all of Western Mass.” Vehicles

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com centerstreetautoparts.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

6 e MARCH1,2024 e The Holyoke Sun



sports@turley.com £ @turleysports

[i acebook.com/turleysports

SPORTS

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

www.sports.turley.com

Knights win
quarterfinal

CHICOPEE - Despite a
very strong regular season,
Chicopee Comprehensive
found itself on the losing
end in the quarterfinals of
the Western Mass. Class A
Tournament. In a high-scor-
ing affair, Holyoke defeat-
ed Comp 88-78. The Knights
got 31 points from Shawn
Rivera, 14 points each from
Jordan King-Perilli and Jamil
Rodriguez, and 13 points from
Aden Cabrera. Comp’s Tineus
McCluster had a huge night
with 34 points while Xavier
Kleps contributed 13 points.

Both teams were sched-
uled to participate in the State
Division 2 Tournament which
started this week.

Jordan King-Perilli gets an
off-balance shot.

Shawn Rivera makes his way across the court in Holyoke’s first playoff game.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

=2
A< P ] HOLYOKE - Holyoke girls basketball is not
VeES ‘ making the state tournament, but their strength of
v CUS schedule locally got them into the Western
A Mass. tournament last week.
The Knights lost at Minnechaug 53-29

_. Holyoke girls fall in first playoff game

last Monday evening in the quarterfinals. Kiara
Perez had 13 points to lead the team and Amilyan
Treadwell-Mercedes had 11 points. Holyoke
dropped to 6-13 and was outside the top 32 in the
power rankings for the state tournament.

TR
o \

Nayshalee Torres drives into the paint.
Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Kiara Perez makes a long
three-point attempt.

a Minnechaug guard.

Jaylaness Santiago angles around Genesis Rivera heads into the

offensive end of the court.
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Registration now open for Quabbin Valley baseball

The Quabbin Valley Over-28
Baseball League is looking to infuse
new talent into its league for the 2024
season.

Registration for the 2024 season is
now open and any interested players can
go to www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org to
get registered, or to seek more informa-
tion or make inquiries about the league.
The league website will also be updated
over the next month with information

about the upcoming season.

There are many open roster spots
available in the league for the 2024 sea-
son, which is tentatively scheduled to
begin on Sunday, April 21. The league
plays most Sunday from late April
through late August with playoffs fol-
lowing that. The league plays a 15-game
schedule and typically fields six teams
each year. Games are usually played at
10 a.m. with fields in Easthampton and

South Hadley normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is an
all-abilities league and all are welcome
to join. Eligibility is players who are
age 28 and over. You must be 30 to be
eligible to pitch in the league. Your age
for eligibility is whatever age you will
turn in 2024. The league is also able to
entertaining taking in an entire group
as a team to add to the league. Please
email the league board for to inquire

about entering a team.

The league is currently in the pro-
cess of preparing for the 2024 season
and held a meeting on Feb. 18 to dis-
cussion plans for the upcoming sea-
son. The next meeting is scheduled for
Sunday March 24 at 11:40 a.m. at the
Hangar Pub & Grill in South Hadley.
All are welcome to attend the meeting,
ask questions and express interest in
joining.

Worcester Railers wraps up
road trip with loss to Florida

ESTERO, FL - The Worcester
Railers HC (22-22-4-2, 50pts) lost to
the Florida Everblades (27-15-7-2,
63pts) on Saturday night by the final
score of 5-3 in front of a crowd of
7,650 at Hertz Arena. The Railers have
wrapped up their six-game southern
road trip and return to the DCU Center
against the Trois-Rivieres Lions on
Saturday, March 2nd at 7:05pm.

The Everblades opened the scor-
ing with goals from Sean Josling (1-2-
3) and Joe Pendenza (1-1-2) just 2:43
apart to grab a 2-0 lead. Worcester
responded 27 seconds later as Jack
Quinlivan (1-0-1) wrapped a back-
hander behind the net past Johnson
to make it 2-1 going into the second.
Worcester kept the pressure on the
Everblades in the second as they added
on two more from Zsombor Garat
(1-1-2) and Andrei Bakanov (1-0-1) to
take their first lead of the night going
into the third at 3-2. Florida took the
lead in the third thanks to goals from
Will Reilly (1-0-1), Mark Senden
(1-0-1) and an empty netter from Brett
Davis (1-0-1) to take the game 5-3.

Florida controlled the pace of play
across the first fourteen minutes in the
first, culminating in the game’s first
goal. Sean Josling (14th) received a
backdoor pass from Oliver Chau who
received the puck from Pendenza
below the goal line to bury it past Cole
Ceci in net for Worcester to put the
Everblades ahead 1-0. With Florida on

the power play 2:43 later in the period,
Joe Pendenza turned on a one-timer
and sent it past Ceci as Florida led
2-0 late in the period. Jack Quinlivan
(4th) responded for Worcester just 27
seconds later. He took the puck off the
stick of Zsombor Garat and wrapped it
with his backhand inside the near post
from beneath the net to get Worcester
to within one heading into the second.

Worcester picked up the only
goals in the second. Zsombor Garat
(Ist) hammered a heavy one-timer on
the power-play from Trevor Cosgrove
for his first professional North
American goal. His marker tied the
game at the 7:29 mark of the second.
Later in the period with 4:51 left in the
second, Andrei Bakanov (7th) ripped
a wrister past the blocker of Cam
Johnson following a perfect drop pass
from Anthony Callin to give Worcester
the 3-2 lead entering the third.

The Everblades would be the only
team to score in the third period. First
it was Will Reilly (6th) on a wrister
from the point that beat Ceci blocker
side to tie the game 3-3 just 7:49 into
the frame. From there, Mark Senden
(9th) found the puck barreling down
the left wing and buried it through the
legs of Ceci to make it 4-3 Florida.
Brett Davis (3rd) sealed the deal for
Florida with an empty netter with just
1:31 remaining in the game to give
Florida the win and the final score of
5-3.

Send Us Your Sports Photos!

sports@turley.com

» InThe News

T-Birds suffer loss at Bridgeport

BRIDGEPORT, CT - The
Springfield Thunderbirds (24-22-3-2) fell
to the Bridgeport Islanders (16-28-6-1)
on Sunday afternoon at Total Mortgage
Arena by a final score of 5-3.

Things appeared to be starting well
for the T-Birds on this day, as Sam Bitten
cashed in for his first career AHL goal
at the 8:19 mark of the first period when
he arrived at the top of the crease and
jammed a Drew Callin centering pass
through Henrik Tikkanen’s legs to make
it 1-0 for the visitors.

Springfield increased the lead to 2-0
at 12:54 when Ryan Suzuki sent an alley-
oop through the neutral zone that landed
inside the Islander blue line. Jakub Vrana
accelerated to beat the Bridgeport defend-
er to the puck and then slid a backhand
shot through Tikkanen to extend the lead
on his ninth goal of the season.

55 seconds after the Vrana tally,
though, the Islanders made their way to
the scoresheet as Tyce Thompson got a
step behind the defense and lifted a per-
fect backhand shot over Colten Ellis to
cut the lead to 2-1 heading into the first
intermission.

The second period began uneventful-
ly, but Suzuki changed matters when he
powered down the right wing, protecting
the puck before elevating a forehand chip
shot over Tikkanen to make it a 3-1 game
at 6:34 of the period.

Ellis remained busy but strong as
the period entered its final three min-

utes en route to a career-high 49 saves.
Unfortunately for the T-Birds, Bridgeport
All-Star Ruslan Iskhakov snapped a goal
drought dating back to Jan. 15 to single-
handedly pull the Isles even. First, the
crafty centerman made his way to the
edge of the crease near the right circle,
beating Ellis on a second chance after the
T-Bird goalie made a strong reactionary
save on the first attempt. That tally cut the
score to 3-2 at 17:08.

Not even two minutes later, now
with under a minute to go in the period,
Iskhakov delivered the equalizer with a
one-time rocket off a circle-to-circle pass
from Matt Maggio, and Bridgeport head-
ed into the dressing room with new life in
the 3-3 game.

The Islanders were relentless in the
final 20 minutes, managing 22 shots on
the T-Birds net. Ellis and the Springfield
defense held the fort as long as they
could before a Sam Bolduc point wris-
ter glanced off traffic and skipped past
Ellis to give Bridgeport the lead for good
at 11:34 of the third. Hudson Fasching
rounded out the scoring with a pow-
er-play marker into an empty net in the
closing seconds.

The T-Birds’ busy stretch contin-
ues next Friday in Providence as they
tangle with the Bruins at Amica Mutual
Pavilion. Springfield returns home
on Saturday when they host the Laval
Rocket at 7:05 p.m. at the MassMutual
Center.

Pioneers 2024 schedule released

LUDLOW - Earlier this week, the
Western Mass. Pioneers have released
their 2024 schedule. It includes poten-
tial participation in the U.S. Open Cup,
which begins on March 19. The Pioneers
have won an Open Cup match in the past.
Later, the Pioneers have their “friendly”
exhibition game scheduled for May 10.

They will face 3rd Eye FC prior to the
start of their USL-2 League schedule.
Their opener for the regular season is
against the Boston Bolts on the road May
14. Their home opener is scheduled for
May 18 against Pathfinder FC of New
York. The schedule continues through
July 13 and includes a total of 14 games.

RO OE from page 1

of the total opportunities before us,
depending upon what they allow to be
considered, and then the costs therefore,”
Anderson said.

The council’s approval on this mat-
ter did not guarantee that the city will be
accepted into the MSBA program, nor
does it mean that any city funds have been
spent toward this project. It was just to
begin the process of applying for the pro-
gram.

If the schools are accepted into the
program, then city discussions will begin
on how they want to go about doing the
project and how they hope to allocate
funding.

Anderson emphasized the importance
of continually applying for the MSBA’s
support in school projects.

“It’s always in our best interests to
make as many applications as we can to
see if they will be invited into their pro-
gram,” Anderson said.

Last year the program ceased, so
it was unavailable to the community
to apply to. Thankfully, this year it has
returned and Holyoke hopes to receive
benefits from it.

The MSBA accelerated repair pro-
gram is an 80% reimbursement program,
meaning the city can get up to 80% reim-
bursement from the program for the proj-
ect work.

“It’s a very hefty advantage to the

city to take advantage of this opportunity,”
Anderson said.

Anderson had carefully selected
which of Holyoke’s schools would be
most in need of roof repair. He settled on
the five mentioned above based on his
analysis.

“I have determined which of the
schools [to apply] based on the age and
the components we’re speaking of, which
is roofing this evening,” Anderson said.
“They are all eligible for this reimburse-
ment.”

The MSBA accelerated repair pro-
grams are specific to windows, exterior
doors and roofs, all of which are able to
be reimbursed 80% by the state.

In the past, this program has also

supported boiler repairs or replacements.
However the MSBA excluded boilers this
year.
Thankfully, Holyoke High School
Dean Campus was able to get approval
to fix their boiler a year and a half ago,
before they were cut from the program.
Their boiler will be fixed this summer.

The council looks forward to sup-
porting action being taken to help fix the
roofing issues at these five schools.

“These are ongoing problems in
the city for many years from what I can
understand,” Councilor Howard Greaney
said.

With this in mind, the council voted
unanimously to support approval for this
application.

BE VAN, from page 1

and expand upon the community environ-
ment that the YMCA is known for.
“People come to the YMCA for
other people, it’s a people-centric model
and our team is at the heart of it...that’s
what sets the YMCA apart from any
other health and wellness and any other
non-profit organization,” Bevan said. “It’s
the people that truly drive the program
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and the impact.”

One way Bevan hopes to work toward
this goal is by bringing in other aspirations
in other parts of his life.

“One thing I want to be known for in
life is for being a great husband, a great
partner, a great parent and a great com-
munity member and my hope is that those
aspirations will carry into the day to day
work of the Greater Holyoke YMCA,”
Bevan said.

Bevan feels that if he can help to

bring a welcoming environment to those
around him, then it will carry forward into
his work at the YMCA.

It was the YMCA community that
made Bevan feel welcome as a young
child, and it is that community that he
hopes to give to anyone else who walks
through the YMCA doors.

More than anything, Bevan is grateful
for the opportunity to work for the YMCA.

“Every minute of every day will be a
gift and I will cherish being able to further

the mission,” Bevan said.

To learn more about the YMCA, go to
https://holyokeymca.org/.

One event coming up soon is the
“Sneaker Peak”. This event will be on
Saturday, Apr. 6 from 5:30-8:30 p.m.

This event will honor the 2024
Oldershaw Community Service Recipient
and Distinguished Service Awardees.

All are welcome to attend this free
event. To register, email jchartier@holy-
okeymca.org or call 413-534-5631.
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%Summer Camp

Register Now & Savel

DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER EARLY! MORE INFO AT BEMENT.ORG/SUMMER

i ENROLL IN ALL WEEKS

Adventure i AND GET 7TH WEEK
Awaits You! : FREE!

Summer camp at The Bement School

o SESSION 1: JUNE 17-21
experience for children entering : SESSION 2: JUNE 24-28
grades k-8.

' : | SESSION 3: JULY 8-12
Arts and crafts, « B
swimming, nature SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
programs, hiking ¥ '\ SESSION 5: JULY 22-26
and more. Lunch is ]
included. Before and after : SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2
i SESSION 7: AUG 5-9

Bement camps are a unique day

care is available.

} Visit Bement.org/summer for
.,/ more information and to register.
7 Register early!

Enrichment Camps!

Led by faculty and staff from Bement as well
as local area experts, enrichment camps are
open to campers in a variety of grades. Check
the website for specific offerings each week.

Digital Storytelling + Studio Arts & Crafts + Flag Football
Book Blasters & Word Wizards « Bement Does Broadway & more!

Please contact eoneal@bement.org with questions.

Week 1: July 1-5
Week 2: July 8 - 12

Week 3: July 15 - 19
Week 4: July 22 - 26

O O

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Week 6: August 5 - 9
Week 7: August 12 - 16
Week 5: July 29 - Aug. 2

Camp programs include:
Arts ¢ Athletics ® Coding ¢ Science ® Dance ¢ Lego’s ¢ And More!

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm e Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at MacDuffie.org/summer-camp
The MacDuffie School * 66 School Street » Granby, MA 01033 ¢ 413.255.0000 Ext.110

’ Stoneleigh-Burnham School

Summer
Camps

in Performing Arts,

Debate & Public Speaking

day & residential options available

sbschool.org/summer

Co=ed * Grades 1-8
ti'I'S( 1- Augus} 16

Space is |
limited
so don't

wait! )\

THOMPSONS
SUMMER GYMNASTICS

WWW.THOMPSONSGYM.COM

p:413-532-0374 e:tgymnastic@aol.com
SOUTH HADLEY

200 OLD LYMAN RD.,

Greene Acres Equestrian Center v.c.
April Vacation Riding Camp - April 16-18
2024 Summer Riding Sessions Kﬁ ’

June 25-28 e July 22-25 e July 29-Aug 2
» Aug 5-9 * Aug 12-16 * Aug 19-22
9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding,
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291

53 Ware Road, Belchertown
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

TODDLER ¢ PRESCHOOL « SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 18 mo. - 12 yrs.

Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY
Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for
30 years!

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. ® JUNE 17TH*-AUG. 23RD

Swimming e Field Trips ® Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool
Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade  Full & Part-Time ® Homework Support
School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off ® Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.

Full & Part Time ® Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options
Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER Year round program for Ages 2-3 yrs.
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30
Come Grow, Learn, and Play!
4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439
belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com

Join Toddler
Waitlist

— —
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EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX. FIREWOOD
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge FIREWOOD

Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

= Tree length available
C1a551f led *Also have seasone\clj ;oﬂwood for
o o outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
Adver tlSlng umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON VT T T T T

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

MILITARY ITEMS

USA. German. Japanese
Collections & Small ltems

(413) 207-3054

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

2024,
TAX TIME

pr
HcO"'E o’
]

|

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082
Appointment

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

AUTHORIZED

call For An  |IRS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

F g4 =5
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A413-348-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

? 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 (=
SER www.FastTax-MA.com IRS

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

PROVIDER

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and

Removal Service

2%*xxxxx & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-

8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

HOME REPAIRS AND REMOD-
ELING. Quality work. Carpentry,
sheetrock, flooring, tile, etc. Fully li-
censed and insured. Call Chris 413-
426-5160 for free estimates.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look
no furtherl PJ’s Electrical offers
fast and reliable electrical services for
your home or business. Call now for a
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

S
iln
Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 22 | 2 | 24 s
2 sssiice | 26 westice | 27 sstice| 28 Basgprics
29 eszirice | 30 sprics| 31 sspice) 32 g pric
33 P | 34 Sestsson| 3 Peiag | 36 B Sa o
37 mseprce | 38 msepce | 39 wastce| 40 Baceprcs
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $,
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard JVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000
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HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, References. Please
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

HOUSE
CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING
Also cleaning/organizing of base-
ment, garage, shed and finished attics.
Charge according to job. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-536-3697, David.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

WE DO LLC. Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Popcorn ceiling
removal. We treat your home like our
own homes. Fully licensed and insured.
Call WE DO today for a free estimate
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374
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Degnan decided upon this as that
was the procedure the council had gone
through to initially put the CPA question
on the ballot, and the council has to fol-
low the same procedure to put the ques-
tion back on the ballot.

Councilor Kevin Jourdain felt having
to approve the reduction as a council in
order to put the question on the ballot was
worth it in order to allow the public to
vote on the issue.

“Without this step the citizens would
not be allowed to vote and they should be
allowed to vote,” Jourdain said.

However, other councilors were hes-
itant to vote to approve the reduction, as
they did not want the public to believe
that that was their opinion as a city coun-
cil.

Other councilors felt that this vote
did not have to reflect personal opinions
about the CPA reduction, but was really
more a matter of allowing the question to
be on the ballot.

They argued that they could put the
language in the ballot summary to clarify
that the council’s vote did not mean they
were officially taking a position on the
matter, but rather doing a procedural step
to get the question on the ballot.

“None of us have said we have to
take a position on it...it would be chang-
ing it from 1.5 to 1 and we’re not taking
a position as a city council on it, however
we take the vote,” Councilor Linda Vacon
said.

Additionally, councilors wanted to
ensure that the public was fully informed
on what reducing the surcharge from
1.5% to 1% would do.

They felt that misinformation had
been spread regarding the CPA surcharge
and how much it costs the city, and they
did not want that information to sway
voters inaccurately.

Therefore, some proposed publishing
further information on the CPA for people
to access. Councilor Meagan Magrath-
Smith also proposed adding clarifying

In The News ¢

language to the ballot question summary
for people to read over before voting.

“I wonder if the body would be inter-
ested in amending the language to allow
more clarity in terms of the outcome of
the vote,” Magrath-Smith said. “Would
it make sense to include language that
would name for the voter what the out-
come would be?”

Reducing the surcharge from 1.5%
to 1% would only reduce the tax for the
average single-family home by $12.78. In
2023 the average single-family home paid
$38.34, this reduction would take it down
to $25.56.

Magrath-Smith also wanted to ensure
that the benefits of the CPA fund were
well-known.

The CPA has been greatly beneficial
to building structures in the city, such as
the Miracle League playground which
opened this past fall.

Other councilors felt the public was
capable of doing the research on their
own to learn about the CPA and what
impacts reducing the surcharge would
have.

The council wound up voting 7-6
to approve the rate reduction and put it
on the ballot, with councilors Divine,
Givner, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-
Romboletti, Israel Rivera, Jenny Rivera
and Anderson-Burgos voting against it.

Those who voted against this are not
necessarily against putting the question
on the ballot, but rather do not want the
public to believe that it is the council’s
opinion that the surcharge should be
reduced.

They want the public to go in with-
out an opinion from the council, one way
or another, on the matter.

“They should vote on this, abso-
lutely, it’s their money,” Councilor Juan
Anderson-Burgos. “I want this to get on
the ballot, I want to be clear.”

Jourdain then made a motion to
reconsider the council’s actions and
table the discussion for another meeting.
Therefore, the council will discuss this
again in the future.
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DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES.
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut.
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured.
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate,
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CASH FOR

AND REPAIRABLE

JUNK
CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum
40 hours, rate based on experience.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and
trucks. Experience required, full time.
RB Enterprises, Ludiow, MA.
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME LEAD CUSTODIAN

United Congregational Church of Holy-
oke. Custodian wanted to ensure the
upkeep and cleanliness of our building.
Application and complete job descrip-
tion available at www.uccholyoke.org/
contact/employment-opportunities  or
submit a cover letter and resume to
office.uccholyoke@gmail.com
or call 413-532-1483.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full
time. Squire will provide CDL school
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

vl

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

g
Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE
The Holyoke Planning
Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
March 12,2024 at 5:30
p-m. via Zoom.com; ID:
83639398493; CALL IN 1
646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance, a Special Permit
for a Parking Reduction
(Sec 6.1.7) and Special
Permit for Dimensional Reg
in a DR District (Section
8.8.4), submitted by
OneHolyoke CDC, for 800
Dwight St, (062-03-019).
For a complete copy
of the application and site
plan, contact the Planning
Department at (413) 322-
5575.
APPLICANT: Michael Moriarty
PLANNING BOARD: Mimi
Panitch
02/23/24, 03/01/24

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE
The Holyoke Planning
Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
March 12,2024 at 5:30
p-m. via Zoom.com; ID:
83639398493; CALL IN 1
646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance, a Special Permit
for a Parking Reduction
(Sec 6.1.7) and Special
Permit for Dimensional Reg
in a DR District (Section
8.8.4), submitted by
OneHolyoke CDC, for 808
Dwight St, (062-03-018).
For a complete copy
of the application and site
plan, contact the Planning
Department at (413) 322-
5575.
APPLICANT: Michael Moriarty
PLANNING BOARD: Mimi
Panitch
02/23/24, 03/01/24

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No. HD24P0279EA
Estate of:

Richard Allen Jalbert
Also Known As:
Richard A Jalbert
Date of Death:

Dec 31, 2023
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested
in the above captioned est-
ate, by Petition of Petitioner

Thomas J Jalbert of
Chicopee MA

has been informally
appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate
to serve without surety on
the bond.

The estate is being
administered under informal
procedure by the Personal
Representative under the
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not
required to be filed with the
Court, but interested parties
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from
the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses
of administration. Interested
parties are entitled to peti-
tion the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to
obtain orders terminating
or restricting the powers of
Personal Representatives
appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any, can
be obtained from the Pet-
itioner.

03/01/2024

Public Notices ¢

CITY OF HOLYOKE
Office of Purchasing
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS FOR
MANAGEMENT
SERVICES
RFP 2024-40P&R

The City of Holyoke is
soliciting proposals for man-
agement services to oper-
ate the Jones Ferry River
Access Center. Services
required range from facili-
ty maintenance and security
to water based recreational
programming. Applicants
should demonstrate a record
of successful experience
with contracts of this mag-
nitude, more important-
ly with projects of similar
nature in Massachusetts in
the recent past. Requests for
Proposals are available from
the City of Holyoke through
its Purchasing Department at
the address below.

Proposals are to be sub-
mitted on or before March
20, 2024, at 2PM to:

Ms. Jaime Morrow
Chief Procurement Officer
Purchasing Department
Room 3,

City Hall Holyoke, MA
01040
(413) 322-5650

No Electronic Sub-
missions allowed. The City
reserves the right to reject
any and all proposals.
03/01/2024

PUBIC NOTICE
The Holyoke License
Board will be hold-
ing a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, March 6,
2024, at 5:15 pm. You can
join via Zoom.com; ID
86073263075; CALL IN:
*67 646 558 8656 or in
person at City Hall Annex
20 Korean Veterans Plaza
Room 403, regarding the
application for a Change
of Location of an All
Alcohol Liquor License
(Off- Premises) from
Rani Corporation DBA
Jubinville Package Store,
370 Main Street transfer-
ring to Rani Corporation
DBA Jubinville Package
Store, 392 Main Street.,
pursuant to M.G.L. Ch.138.
Applicant: Rani Corporation
License Board:
Anthony Luciano, Chairman
02/23/24, 03/01/24

Commonwealth of

A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been
filed by:

Cynthia Velazquez of
Holyoke, MA

requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing
their name to: Cynthia
Morales

IMPORTANT
NOTICE

Any person may
appear for purposes of
objecting to the petition
by filing an appearance
at: Hampden Probate
and Family Court before
10:00a.m. on the return
day of 03/26/2024. This is
NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you
must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this
proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: February 23, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani

Register of Probate
03/01/24

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No. HS24P0110PO
In the matter of:
Zabik Irrevocable
Real Estate Trust

TRUST CITATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition has been filed
by: Alexandria Zabik-Maki
of Southwick, MA

requesting Removal of a
Trustee and Appointment of
a Successor Trustee.

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court
before 10:00 a.m. on
03/27/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a
written appearance and
objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection

Massachusetts followed by an Affidavit
The Trial Court of Objections within thir-
Hampden Probate and ty (30) days of the return
Family Court date, action may be taken
50 State Street without further notice to
Springfield, MA 01103 you.
(413)748-7758 WITNESS, Hon. Diana
Docket No. HD24C0061CA  S. Velez Harris, First Justice
In the matter of: of this Court.
Cynthia Velazquez Date: February 23, 2024
CITATION ON Michael J. Carey
PETITION TO CHANGE Register of Probate
NAME 03/01/2024
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St. Jerome’s to
host ‘Irish Night’
fundraiser

HOLYOKE - Our Lady of
Guadalupe Community Center will
host “Irish Night” fundraiser for St.
Jerome parish on Saturday, March 9.
The event will go from 7 to 9 p.m.
with doors opening at 6 p.m. and will
feature refreshments, a cash bar, and
other beverages.

Tickets can be purchased at the
end of all weekend masses beginning
Feb. 10 and 11. Tables of 8 may be
reserved in advanced by contacting
Jennie McGiverin at 413-250-2093 or
John Kelley at 413-650-0493. Black
Rose Academy of Irish Dance will
perform at 6:30 p.m. Deirdre Reilly
will be the headline performer fol-
lowing that.

Shuttle schedule for St. Pat’s weekend

HOLYOKE - The City of Holyoke
and the Tourism Advisory Committee
are pleased to announce the details of
the Road Race and St. Patrick’s Day
Shuttle bus services. Thanks to funding
from the Mass Gaming Mitigation Grant,
the OPED team and Tourism Advisory
Committee is pleased to announce shut-
tle services for the Road Race and St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. The Shuttle will run
hourly from the MGM Casino to City Hall
in Holyoke. The MGM Casino offers free
parking so just park your car and enjoy
a safe ride to the festivities in Holyoke.
Pick up will be at MGM Springfield at
MGM Way in front of South End Market.
and drop off will be at the Holyoke City
Hall parking deck on Dwight St. Shuttle
Services will be provided by Michaels
Limo. The shuttle will be a 14 passen-
ger ADA minibus. Shuttle Bus details are
available via https://www.exploreholyoke.
com/event/free-shuttle-service-from-mgm-

In Concert with the Festivities

invites the public to attend

413-537-1573.

Tickets are $25 per person
(Tables of 10).

fBNe

AOH First Chartered in
Holyoke in 1880

>* surrounding the 2024 Holyoke St Patrick’s Parade *

The Ancient Order of Hibernians James A. Curran
Division One of Hampden/Hampshire Counties

The Annual Communion Breakfast
Sunday, March 10, 2024 at 8 a.m.
Memorial Mass at st Jerome Church
followed by Breakfast at 9 a.m. at the
Wyckoff Country Club, 233 Easthampton Rd, Holyoke

Honoring James P. Kelly, CEO of the
Polish National Credit Union with the 2024
Hibernian Christian Charity Award Guest Speaker will
be Erin Duffy Lacy, Irish National Dance Champion
and Research Fellow at Harvard Medical School.

For reservations by March 8, 2024
contact Atty. John J. Driscoll at &/

SUPPORT
(E COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

4
OUTSIDE
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BOX

casino-to-holyoke-city-hall-during-2024-
st-patricks-celebrations-in-holyoke/ .

On Road Race day, March 16 and
Parade Day March 17, The bus will run on
loop at the following times:

10 a.m. leave MGM to City Hall

10:30 a.m. leave City Hall to MGM

11 a.m. MGM to City Hall

11:30 a.m. leave City Hall to MGM

Noon MGM to City Hall

12:30 p.m. leave City Hall to MGM

1 p.m. MGM to City Hall

1:30 p.m. leave City Hall to MGM

2 p.m. MGM to City Hall

2:30 p.m. leave City Hall to MGM

3 p.m. MGM to City Hall

3:30 p.m. leave City Hall to MGM -
last shuttle

For more information, please con-
tact the Office of Planning and Economic
Development at (413) 322-5655, email
vegaa@holyoke.org or visit online at
brazeaum @holyoke.org.

FCIEAC NP,

Tickets available for
Hibernian breakfast

HOLYOKE - In concert with
the festivities surrounding the 2024
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade the
Ancient Order of Hibernians, James
A. Curran, Division One of Hampden
Hampshire Counties invites the pub-
lic to attend the annual Communion
Breakfast on Sunday March 10, at 8:00
a. m. A Memorial Mass at St. Jerome
Church, followed by a Breakfast at 9:00
a.m. at the Wyckoff Country Club, 233
Easthampton Road, Holyoke.

The Hibernians will honor James
P. Kelly, CEO of the Polish National
Credit Union with the 2024 Hibernian
Christian Charity Award.

The Guest speaker will be Erin
Duffy Lacy, Irish National Dance
Champion and Research Fellow at
Harvard Medical School.

For reservations by March 8, call
Atty. John J. Driscoll at 413-537-1573.
Tickets are $25.00 per person (Tables
of 10).

St. Patrick’s parade to be March 17

HOLYOKE - The St. Patrick’s
Committee of Holyoke is excited to
announce the 71st annual Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Parade will be held on Sunday,
March 17. The Parade will air live at
noon on WWLP-22News and be live-
streamed on WWLP.com.

“The St. Patrick’s Committee is
thrilled to host the 71st Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Parade on St. Patrick’s Day
this year” said 2024 Parade President,
Hayley Dunn. “The Committee has been
working hard all year to secure phenom-
enal talent and entertainment for all to
enjoy on Parade Day. We can’t wait to
see you along the Parade Route!”

In order to arrive at Holyoke High

School in time for the noon broadcast,
the Parade will step-off at approximately
11:10 a.m. from the former Kmart Plaza.
The parade’s website, www.holyokest-
patricksparade.com, will provide all of
the details regarding the parade route
and parking information for spectators.

22News Anchors Rich Tettemer
and Taylor Knight, along with Sheila
Moreau from the Parade Committee,
will serve as Parade hosts. Throughout
the event, the 22News team will provide
interviews from the Parade route with
participants and bystanders throughout
the coverage.

St. Patrick’s Road Race will be held
on Saturday, March 16.
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JOIN DAY BROOK VILLAGE FOR A

Senior Moving Seminar

B

e |
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Thursday, March 14th - 9:30 - 11:30 AM

There's never been a better time to sell your house and consider a move. Not sure where to start? Join us for a
senior moving seminar and have all of your questions answered. Refreshments will be served.

- 177

THE UPSIDE OF DOWNSIZING
Presented by Barbara Perman, PhD., Founder
and President, Moving Mentor

SELLING YOUR HOME IN TODAY'S MARKET
Presented by Donna Coleman, S.R.E.S. National
Association of Realtors®, Taylor Real Estate

501(c)(3)

DAY BROOK
VILLAGE

SENIOR LIVING

298 Jarvis Avenue
Holyoke, MA 01040

AN AFFILIATE OF

INTEGRITUS HEALTHCARE

ww\w.daybrookvillage.org

Tours will be offered following the event. Please use the Sheldon Entrance.
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INDEPENDENT LIVING « ASSISTANCE IN LIVING « SKILLED NURSING
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