
SPRINGFIELD – On 
Tuesday, Feb. 10, pub-
lic school teacher Jeromie 
Whalen pulled papers to 
begin his campaign to chal-
l e n g e  l o n g -
time incumbent 
C o n g r e s s m a n 
Richard Neal in 
a bid to repre-
sent the people of 
Massachuset ts’ 
1st Congressional 
District.

A  p r o u d 
p r o d u c t  o f 
Western Mass-
achusetts, Whalen 
g r e w  u p  i n 
Belchertown, built a life with 
his wife in South Hadley, and 
earned three degrees from the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst ,  most recently 
his Ph.D. in Mathematics, 
Sc ience ,  and  Learn ing 
Technologies in 2025. He has 
spent over a decade as a high 
school teacher in the Pioneer 
Valley.

“I’m coming from out-
side the traditional politi-
cal world, and I think that’s 
exactly what we need right 
now,” said Whalen. “Old-

school establish-
ment thinking and 
the corporate greed 
that has seeped 
in to  our  cam-
paign finance sys-
tem have pushed 
this country in 
the wrong direc-
tion. The way for-
ward is electing 
real people from 
our communities 
who are not tied 

to those entrenched systems 
and who will actually fight for 
the policies we need to create 
change.”

Massachuse t t s ’  1 s t 
Congressional District rep-
resents 83 cities and towns 
across Western and Central 
Massachusetts, including 

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE – A his-
toric moment is unfolding 
on the campus of Holyoke 
Community College (HCC) 
as it was reported that the 
institution’s radio station, 
WCCH 103.5, has offi-
cially reached the 50-year 
benchmark of being in use. 
Currently spearheading the 
station is general manager 
Pat LaBelle, who showed 
some of the improvements 
that the college has invested 
in the program, along with 
the elevated sense of market-
ing that has been rolling out 
in full force as of late. 

Reflecting on the over-
all success and discussing 
the foundation of what came 
before was LaBelle. 

“I think right now we 
are at an interesting place 
where we have so much 
respect for the tradition of 
WCCH, and going back to 
the days of Everett (Clegg), 
who got this off the ground 
back in 1976,” LaBelle said. 
He then pivoted focus to 
offering some insight into 
how the station got its start. 

According to campus 
records, the program was 

established in 1976 under 
the guidance and supervi-
sion of the late professor 
and director of the campus’s 
Audio-Visual Center, Everett 
Clegg, who the during the 
first year of its existence, 
the station, then known as 
WHCC, was a student-led 
campus project and was 
only able to broadcast to 
the pod, which continues to 
be a small gathering space 
located in the Maurice A. 
Donahue building on the 
campus. 

Greatness from 
small beginnings

In addition, in its early 
days, the station faced many 
challenges in becoming 
licensed. For example, over 
the span of its first year, 
back in the late 70’s, most 
particularly 1976-1977, 
WCCH received approval 
for funding from the Student 
Senate, which allowed it to 
pursue an FCC-licensed FM 
station. However, a bump 
in the road did occur when 
looking for a call sign. The 

first option which cho-
sen was WHCC, but it was 
quickly established that it 
was already taken by Holy 
Cross College, so HCC and 
Clegg decided to change it 
to WCCH, and it stuck, and 
hasn’t been changed since. 

And speaking of histor-
ic moments, one year later, 
on Nov. 14, 1977, the stu-
dents aired their first offi-
cial WCCH broadcast, in 
collaboration and partici-

Virtual Community 
outreach meeting 
scheduled March 2

HOLYOKE – Notice 
is hereby given that Rise 
Holdings, Inc. will hold a 
Virtual Community Outreach 
Meeting on Monday, Mar. 2 
at 5 p.m. to discuss its efforts 
to add a medical marijuana 
treatment center license to its 
existing medical and adult-
use cultivation and product 
manufacturing facilities at 28 
Appleton Street in Holyoke. 
This project will not result in 
any site changes.

Virtual meeting infor-
mation is at the end of 
this notice. This Virtual 
C o m m u n i t y  O u t r e a c h 

M e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts  Cannabis 
C o n t r o l  C o m m i s s i o n ’s 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O r d e r 
Al lowing Vir tua l  Web-
Based Community Outreach 
Meetings and the applica-
ble requirements set forth 
in M.G.L. ch. 94G and 935 
CMR 500.000 et seq. A copy 
of the meeting presenta-
tion will be made available 
at least 24 hours prior to the 
meeting by emailing p.silver-
man@vicentellp.com.

www.sun.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com February 27, 2026    ■   FREE

SunSunthethe
HOLYOKEHOLYOKE

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Some 
called it “Snowmageddon, 
Part 2.”

Others used the term 
“Snowpocalypse.” Certainly, 
the people on Cape Cod 
and in Providence, RI might 
describe it that way. While 
Providence will be digging 
out of more than 33 inch-
es of snow from last Sunday 
and Monday’s nor’easter, 
Holyoke and much of the 
southern Connecticut River 
Valley were spared high 
snow totals.

Westfield reported just 
five inches of snow and sur-
rounding areas only received 
5 to 10 inches of snow. 
Holyoke received a report-
ed 10 inches of snow. While 
that amount is a healthy 
amount for a single storm. 
But it paled in comparison 
to the eastern part of the 
state and in Rhode Island. 
Reported “blizzard” level 

winds also did not come 
to fruition on Monday and 
snow drifting into the eve-
ning was not as bad as orig-
inally forecasted, though 
there were gusts at times.

Holyoke’s mid-winter 
vacation for school students 
did have to be extended by 
one day, with classes set 
to re-start on Monday. But 
classes were called off late 
Sunday in anticipation of a 
forecasted 8-14 inches of 
snow by several forecasts.

Snow also cleared up in 
the area much sooner than 
expected, with just occasion-
al flurries floating around by 
12 noon on Monday, allow-
ing Department of Public 
Works crews to quick-
ly get main roads clear of 
snow and most main roads 
in town were clear by early 
afternoon, allowing for safe 
travel. Though there was less 
snow than the storm a month 
earlier, Holyoke still had 
to do considerable to work 
to clear streets. However, 

school was held as sched-
uled on Tuesday morning.

For the most  part , 
Holyoke, like the area was 
spared a second major 
thumping. For the first time 
in almost a decade, the 
region is experiencing con-
siderably more snow. The 
biggest hit came on Jan. 25, 
when a major snowstorm 
came through the region and 
Holyoke was the recipient of 
about 18 inches of snow.

Holyoke has differ-
ent challenges compared to 
some of its rural neighbors, 
including trying to clear 
roads as well as move a lot 
of the snow away from the 
sidewalks and sides of the 
road.

B e c a u s e  o f  t h a t , 
Holyoke had to expand a 
parking ban from Sunday 
all the way until Wednesday 
morning.

On Wednesday, the 
city returned that what is 

City deals with high winds, 
spared large snow total

Whalen seeks 
to challenge 
Neal for seat
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Jeromie Whalen

H O L Y O K E  – 
Following a program of 
music, acting, and dancing 
during the “A Little Bit 
of Soul” celebration, staff 
and students at Transitions 
Academy had a surprise 
up their sleeves: The pre-
sentation of the inaugu-
ral Black History Month 
Leadership Award to Dr. 
Marc Swygert.

The award honors his 
years of school and com-
m u n i t y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n 
Holyoke. Dr. Swygert has 
been a part  of the HPS 
community  s ince  2015, 
and principal of Donahue 
Elementary School for the 
last nine years. During that 
time, Dr. Swygert has been 
a role model for students 
and staff alike, explained 
T r a n s i t i o n s  A c a d e m y 
Director Corrine Moguel.

“When we were new 
to  th is  communi ty,  Dr. 
Swygert welcomed us with 
open arms,” said Moguel. 
“His leadership has made 
a difference for countless 

Donahue students, and we 
are lucky to have a leader 

like him as a role model for 
our community.”

Donahue principal honored 
with Black History Month award

Submitted photo

Dr. Marc Swygert recently received a new Black History Month 
award from Transitions Academy.

Top photo, the team of Radio WCCH 1o3.5. Above, The first episode of Green Thread Podcast - Pat 
LaBelle, Natalia Castagno, Mychal “Mikey” Connolly Jr., and Mychal “Myke” Connolly, Sr, 04.

Submitted photos

See SNOW page 2

HCC’s radio station 
celebrates 50 years
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◗  In The News

City seeks administrator to carry out financial plans
HOLYOKE — In the 

wake of the Holyoke City 
Council’s approval last 
week of Mayor Joshua 
A.  Garc ia ’s  F inanc ia l 
Modernization Act, Garcia 
has launched the search 
for one of the key players 
in the City’s redesigned 
financia l  landscape — 
the Chief Administrative 
and Financial Officer, or 
CAFO.

“We’re looking for a 
dynamic, mission-driven 
leader,” Garcia said. “This 
newly created role offers 
a rare opportunity to help 
shape the future of City 

government by strengthen-
ing day-to-day operations 
and modernizing how the 
City manages its finances. 
The CAFO will play a key 
leadership role in orga-
nizing separate financial 
offices into a centralized 
finance department, imple-
menting consistent systems 
and controls, and driv-
ing citywide coordination 
across departments.”

At the Mayor’s direc-
tion, the CAFO will exer-
cise oversight of all City 
departments and coordi-
nation of special projects 
and interdepartmental ini-

tiatives. The management 
responsibil i t ies include 
budgeting, collective bar-
gaining, and purchasing, as 
well as implementation of 
the Mayor’s policies and 
initiatives.

The CAFO will also 
serve as an advisor to the 
Mayor, City Council, and 
municipal departments and 
boards.

Candidates  for  the 
p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h  p a y s 
between $115,000 and 
$160,000, must meet a high 
standard of education and 
professional achievement.

“ T h i s  i s  a n  i d e a l 

opportunity for a collabo-
rative, solutions-oriented 
leader who thrives in com-
plex environments and is 
excited to build new sys-
tems, improve processes, 
and deliver results that 
matter,” Garcia said. “If 
you thrive in complex envi-
ronments, love improving 
systems, and want to make 
a lasting impact, Holyoke 
wants you.”

Those interested can 
apply on Indeed.com or 
send resume and cover let-
ter to Personnel@holyoke.
org. The application dead-
line is March 31.

Providence Place holding 
Spring Concert Series

HOLYOKE – If you 
missed our 2025 Fall con-
cert series, you do not want 
to miss out on our Spring 
2026 concert series. We will 
be kicking off our first con-
cert of the Spring series on 
Sunday, Mar. 1 at 2 p.m. 
in our Mother of Sorrows 
Chapel at Providence Place. 
Providence Place is located at 
5 Gamelin Street in Holyoke, 
right behind the Holyoke 
Mall. The Mar. 1 concert 
will include a performance 
by the UMASS SIA Lambda 

Phi Chapter who will be pre-
senting a variety of vocal and 
instrumental selections that 
features music throughout 
history – from the classical 
era onward. This event is free 
and open to the public with 
ample parking available, no 
RSVP is necessary. For more 
information on the concert or 
if you are interested in learn-
ing more about our retirement 
community, please contact 
Katelyn Bacon at 413-534-
9700 or email kbacon@prov-
idenceplace.org.

Auto dealer Gary Rome joins HCC fundraising campaign
HOLYOKE — Auto 

dealer Gary Rome is again 
partnering with the HCC 
Foundation for a one-day 
campaign to raise money 
for student support pro-
grams and academic resourc-
es at Holyoke Community 
College.

T h e  s i x t h  a n n u a l 
“Together HCC: Drive to 
Change Lives” campaign is 
set for Wednesday, March 
4, and will run for 24 hours 
from 12:01 a.m. to midnight. 
With a goal of 500 donors, 
this year’s success would 
put the campaign’s six-year 
cumulative support total over 
$1 million. 

“What makes this cam-

paign special is seeing all 
our community members 
come together in a single 
day to tell our students, ‘We 
see you, we believe in you, 
and we’re invested in your 
success,’” said Julie Phillips, 
HCC executive director of 
development. 

Donations can be made 
through a secure portal on 
the HCC website: hcc.edu/
drive 

The  campaign  sup-
ports six critical areas that 
directly support HCC stu-
dents: academic excellence 
and innovation; scholar-
ships; the Thrive Center and 
Food Pantry; the President’s 
Student Emergency Fund; 

the President’s Fund for 
Opportunity; and the HCC 
Foundation’s general fund.

T h e  c a m p a i g n  h a s 
already received pledges for 
challenges and matching 
funds in excess of $125,000.

Rome, who is a mem-
ber of the HCC Foundation’s 
Board of Directors, has 
pledged an additional $50 
for every first-time donor. 
To help promote the event, 
Rome will be visiting the 
“Together HCC” celebration 
on campaign day from 11 
a.m. – noon on the second 
floor of the HCC Campus 
Center. 

“My father always said 
that no one can ever take 

away what you put between 
your ears,” said Rome. “That 
lesson has stayed with me 
my whole life, and it’s exact-
ly why community college 
matters so much to me. HCC 
gives people the chance to 
build something no one can 
take away – education – and 
that’s worth showing up for, 
year after year.”

Additionally, longtime 
supporters Peg Wendlandt 
‘58 and Gary Wendlandt 
will provide $100,000 in 
challenge gifts through-
out the day. Alumni Myke 
Connolly ‘04, founder of 
the Launch and Stand Out 
marketing agency, and Dylan 
Pilon ‘12, founder of Cloud 

9 Marketing Group, have 
pledged $10 each for every 
alum who makes a gift. 

The HCC Foundation 
launched “Together HCC: 
A Campaign for Caring” in 
March 2020 to build com-
munity support and raise 
money for students expe-
riencing financial distress 
during the pandemic. As 
part of that campaign, mem-
bers of the HCC communi-
ty — students, staff, faculty, 
alumni, relatives, and college 
friends — were asked to use 
the hashtag #TogetherHCC 
to share stories and images 
on social media that demon-
strated the resilience of 
the college community in 

response to the COVID-19 
crisis.

In its first year, the 
campaign raised $40,000 
for the President’s Student 
Emergency Fund and was 
selected as a finalist for a 
national Bellwether award. 
In 2021, with Rome signed 
on, HCC added the “Drive 
to Change Lives” theme and 
has so far raised more than 
$900,000 for student support 
programs over the past five 
years. 

“Our students are driv-
en, and they are just getting 
started,” said Phillips. “A gift 
to ‘Together HCC’ will help 
make sure nothing gets in 
their way.”

Council president to hold talk at Wistariahurst
H O L Y O K E  — 

Wistariahurst Museum is 
hosting a talk with Holyoke’s 
Ci ty  Counci l  President 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 
during Civic Learning week. 
Getting involved with your 
local city council is a way 
to engage with and be aware 
of what’s happening in your 
city. Residents from Holyoke 
and beyond can take away 
information about civic 
engagement from Murphy-
Romboletti’s talk.

T e s s a  M u r p h y -
Romboletti is entering her 
third term as an At-Large 
Holyoke City Councilor 
and is currently serving 
her second term as Council 
President and is the first 
woman in the city’s history 
to hold the title. For seven 
years, Murphy-Romboletti 
led EforAll /EparaTodos 
Pioneer Valley,  helping 
hundreds of local entrepre-
neurs—particularly women, 
immigrants, and under-rep-

resented founders—start and 
grow their small business-
es. Before that, she guided 
the SPARK Holyoke initia-
tive through its transition 
to EforAll and previous-
ly worked for the City of 
Holyoke in both the Planning 
& Economic Development 
Department and the Mayor’s 
Office. Her dedication to 
community empowerment 
has been recognized repeat-
edly throughout her career.

B o r n  a n d  r a i s e d 
i n  H o l y o k e ,  M u r p h y -
Romboletti is a proud grad-
uate of the Holyoke Public 
Schools and earned her B.A. 
in history and sociology from 
the University of Delaware. 
She currently serves on the 
MassHire Holyoke Board 
of Directors and is an active 
member of the St. Patrick’s 
Pa r a d e  C o m m i t t e e  o f 
Holyoke.

Holyoke’ City Council 
holds hearings, passes ordi-
nances, financial orders, 

and resolutions, as well as 
oversees  c i ty  finances . 
Councilors also address res-
ident concerns. City Council 
committees hold various 
duties including appointing 
municipal officers, approv-
ing municipal budgets, and 
approving laws. In her talk, 
Murphy-Romboletti  will 
offer information on the 
functions of Holyoke’s City 
Council and how residents 
can get involved.

I f  No t  You ,  Who? 
Getting Involved in Local 
Government  wil l  occur 
Thursday, Mar. 12 from 6 
to 7 p.m. at Wistariahurst 
M u s e u m  d u r i n g  C iv i c 
Learning Week. This annual, 
nonpartisan awareness week 
brings together students, edu-
cators, policymakers, and 
leaders in the public and pri-
vate sectors to highlight and 
further energize the move-
ment for civic education 
in states and communities 
across the nation.

UCCH hosting corned beef dinner March 14
H O LYO K E  –  S t . 

Patrick’s Day is right around 
the corner, and what better 
way to celebrate than by 
indulging in some Corned 
Beef and Cabbage for a good 
cause? Well, now is your 
chance. 

United Congregational 
Church of Holyoke  is host-
ing  a Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner Fundraiser 
on Saturday, March 14 at 6 
p.m. Dinners will include 
dessert and coffee or tea and 
can be dine-in or take-out. 
Tickets are $17 each and 
can be reserved by calling 

the church office at 413-532-
1483.  

All Proceeds will go to 
the Outreach Community to 
continue their critical work 
in the community. 

T h e  U n i t e d 
Congregational Church of 
Holyoke is an Open and 
Affirming congregation of 
the United Church of Christ. 
We welcome all individuals, 
regardless of where they are 
on their journey. If you’d like 
to learn more about UCCH, 
please visit our website 
at  www.uccholyoke.org, 
find us on Facebook or 

Instagram, or call our office 
at 413-532-1483 Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  

PUBLIC NOTICE TO
FORMER HOLYOKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS
Please be advised that student’s Special Education

(Chapter 766) records, with a withdrawal date within the year 
2017/2018 will be destroyed on March 18, 2026. 

If you wish to obtain a copy of your records, please contact the:
Holyoke Public Schools, Special Education Department

57 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
Tel: 413-534-2000 Ext. 1209

This does not pertain to current 
Special Education Student’s records. 

This notice does not pertain to student’s transcripts 
Which are dealt under 603 CMR 23.06

AVISO PUBLICO
PARA LOS EX-ESTUDIANTES DE EDUCACION ESPECIAL

DE LAS ESCUELAS PÚBLICAS DE HOLYOKE
Favor informarse que los archivos de estudiantes de 
Educación Especial (Capitulo 766) con fecha de retiro 

dentro del año 2017/2018, serán destruidos 
el 18 de Marzo de 2026. Si desea obtener una copia 

de sus archivos, favor de comunicarse con las:
Escuelas Públicas de Holyoke, 

Departamento de Educación Especial 
Calle Suffolk # 57, Holyoke, MA 01040

Tel: 413-534-2000 ext. 1209
Este aviso no concierne los archivos actuales 

de Educación Especial. Este aviso no concierne 
las trascripciones del estudiante bajo 603 MCR 23.06

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE
Saturday, February 28, 2026 at 8:30 a.m.

42 Main Street, Holyoke, MA
* All Sales Cash * Immediate Removal Day Of Sale
FURNITURE, APPLIANCES, TVS AND OTHER ITEMS

LOT#(NAME)(#OF PALLETS):
13689(S. Lemieux)(4): 15696(D. Mendez)(2): 15750(C. Payne)(6): 
15833(J. Wilson)(3): 15901(Z. Rodriguez-Delgado)(1): 
15935(E. Santana)(1): 16118(N. Reyes)(1): 16119(J. Pelkey)(3): 
16127(J. Rivera)(2): 16153(A. Taylor)(1): 16163(J. Jackson)(6): 
16172(C. Acevedo)(1): 16177(C. Pacheco)(1): 16182(J. Pizaro)(2): 
16221(J. Cartagena)(6): 16229(L. Girard)(3): 16243(K. Greenleaf)
(13): 16255(M. Rodriguez-Hernandez)(1): 16261(T. Rodriguez)
(1): 16279(L. St Marie)(1): 16297(A. Musiak)(4): 16301(J. Healy)
(3): 16303(E. Nunez)(2): 16314(J. Perez)(4): 16319(C. Wojcik)
(1): 16320(R. Gould)(1): 16321(R. Gould)(1): 16325(K. Maxfield)
(1): 16332(R. Webster)(1): 16339(M. Rivera)(2): 16370(A. Perez)
(2): 16371(J. Doe)(1): 16372(R. Tolisano)(1): 16381(S. Howe)(8): 
16390(M. Corbin)(1): 16392(S. Bostock)(1): 16394(E. Pike)(2): 
16395(T. Brunelle)(8): 16427(L. Kielson)(2): 16430(I. Marin)(3): 
16465(S. Cibelli)(7): 16480(L. Jones)(4): 16487(R. Timmons)(2): 
16490(J. Torres)(1): 16495(W. Turner)(9): 16503(C. Kellett)(3): 
16504(E. Emerling)(2): 16506(C. Porter)(3): 16535(T. Paradise)(2): 
16542(J. Moon)(1): 16545(I. Robinson)(6): 16547(C.Bourelle)(3): 
16551(C.Hardy)(1): 16559(D.Singletary)(4): 
16566(B.Madewell)(1): 16569(L.Stamatiou)(2): 
16575(G.Germaine)(2): 16577(J. Peltier)(3): 16581(K. Lane)(6): 
16585(A. Eggleston)(1): 16598(S. Tyson)(6): 16601(V. Provost)(1): 
16608(C. Tenerowicz)(1): 16609(M. Rodriguez)(1): 
16613(C. Doucette)(3): 16615(D. Beths at Grafton Street)(1): 
16623(M. Torres)(1): 16627(B. Merchant)(3)

Interested members of 
the community will have the 
opportunity to ask questions 
and receive answers from 
company representatives 
about the proposed facili-
ty and operations. Questions 

can be submitted in advance 
by emailing p.silverman@
vicentellp.com or asked 
during the meeting. Register 
for Zoom Webinar: https://
us02web.zoom.us /webi-
nar / regis ter /WN_MiY80 
DwpTpyp13JgsmwFeQ#/reg-
istration.

MEETING, from page 1

known as a “regular” Winter 
Parking Ban. This means, 
according to the city, there 
is no parking on the even 
side of the street, unless 
other posted. There is also 
no parking on cul-de-sacs. 

Residents who need a place 
to park may do so at the 
Ernest Proulx Municipal 
Parking Garage on 505 
Dwight St. That parking 
pan will exist until further 
notice.

Trash and recycling 
was also delayed by one day 

this week.
Depending on how 

much more accumulation 
the city receives, a lot of 
extra work will needed to be 
done to clear roads for the 
St. Patrick’s Road Race and 
parade coming up on March 
21 and 22.

SNOW, from page 1
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Women needed for state commission
B O S T O N  –  T h e 

Massachusetts Commission 
on the Status of Women 
is currently seeking can-
didates for the Hampden 
County Commission on 
the Status of  Women, 
o n e  o f  1 1  R e g i o n a l 
Commissions across the 
Commonwealth  that strives 
to represent women and 
girls in the areas of equality 
and opportunity. 

T h e  m i s s i o n  o f 
t he  Hampden  Coun ty 
Commission on the Status 
of Women (HCCSW) is to 

provide a permanent, influ-
ential voice for women and 
girls across the county that 
facilitates and fosters com-
munity and inclusiveness. 
The Commission stands 
for fundamental freedoms, 
basic human rights, and the 
full enjoyment of life for all 
women and girls throughout 
their lives.

HCCSW represents 
a l l  c i t i e s  a n d  t ow n s 
i n  H a m p d e n  C o u n t y 
which include Agawam, 
Blandford ,  Br imfie ld , 
Chester, Chicopee, East 

Longmeadow, Granville, 
H a m p d e n ,  H o l l a n d , 
Holyoke, Longmeadow, 
L u d l o w ,  M o n s o n , 
M o n t g o m e r y,  Pa l m e r, 
R u s s e l l ,  S o u t h w i c k , 
Springfield, Tolland, Wales, 
West Springfield, Westfield, 
and Wilbraham.

To  a p p l y  f o r  t h e 
H a m p d e n  C o u n t y 
Commission on the Status 
of Women and to submit a 
resume, please visit: https://
masscsw.org/about/region-
a l - commiss ions /hamp-
den-county/

Liberty and Labor art exhibit coming 
to Wistariahurst Museum March 10

H O L Y O K E  – 
Wistariahurst Museum is cel-
ebrating the Fourth Annual 
Women’s History Month jur-
ied art showcase. This year, 
the theme is women’s labor 
and community building 
efforts. An opening recep-
tion for this exhibit entitled 
Liberty and Labor will be 
held on March 10, 2026. 

L ibe r ty  and  Labor 
includes the work of art-
ists who identify as women 
or nonbinary. Historically, 
Women’s labor has been 
undervalued and overlooked. 
Oftentimes, the work women 
have done in areas such as 
homemaking, communi-
ty building, and parenting, 

has not even been viewed 
as work. Liberty and Labor 
highlights these efforts, and 
others, that showcase the 
hard work and dedication of 
women throughout history. 
From fiber art to painting, 
and sculpture, this exhib-
it includes a wide array of 
thought provoking pieces that 
connect with this theme. 

Artists featured in this 
exhibit include Jankaleishka 
Burgos Cruz, Amy Crawley, 
Campbell Lackey, and Nancy 
Myrdal Carroll. There are 
also several other artists who 
have been awarded honorable 
mentions and will display 
their work as well. 

The opening reception of 

Liberty and labor will be held 
Tuesday, Mar. 10, from 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Wistariahurst is 
an artist-friendly space that 
encourages creativity and 
supports the growth of this 
region’s artists. Open Gallery 
Hours will be held from Mar. 
10 to Apr. 7 on Mondays (10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.) and Tuesdays 
(4:30 to 6:30 p.m.), which 
will also be free and open to 
the public. We hope that you 
stop by and explore Liberty 
and Labor. This program is 
funded in part by a grant from 
the Holyoke Local Cultural 
Council, a local agency which 
is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

Carlos Vega grant applications now open
HOLYOKE – This year 

marks the 15th year of The 
Carlos Vega Fund for Social 
Justice mini grants.

Local non-profits and 
individuals are invited to 
apply for funding between 
Mar. 9 and the Apr. 20 
deadline, by completing the 
application form available at 
www.carlosvegafund.org. All 
applicants must have either 
501(c)(3) status or be fiscal-
ly sponsored by a 501(c)(3) 
organization.

For more than 40 years, 
Carlos Vega fought for 

social justice in the Greater 
Holyoke area. In 2010, a 
small group of family and 
friends started the Fund to 
support the kind of social 
justice initiatives that were 
important to Carlos.

This year the Carlos 
Vega Fund for Social Justice 
will provide grants amount-
ing up to $2,000 to be used 
for one-time programing or 
project that focuses on the 
fundamental primary causes 
of injustice, fosters change, 
and promotes self-help and 
empowerment.  

The purpose of  the 
grants is to support the 
efforts of those who are 
addressing issues of poverty 
and oppression, and involve 
people who are socially and 
economically marginalized in 
the Greater Holyoke area.

Previous mini grants 
have supported a variety 
of organizations includ-
ing: Girls Inc. of the Valley, 
Granby Public Schools, 
The Gray House, Holyoke 
Public Schools, Holyoke 
S a f e  N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Initiative, Holyoke Senior 

C e n t e r ,  H o m e  C i t y 
Development, OneHolyoke 
CDC, The Performance 
Project, Lorraine’s Kitchen 
in  Ch icopee ,  Common 
Wealth Murals, Seeds of 
a Father, The Care Center, 
E a g l e  E y e  I n s t i t u t e , 
Wellspring Cooperative and 
Wistariahurst Museum.

T h e  C a r l o s  Ve g a 
Fund for Social Justice is 
administered through the 
Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts and 
is overseen by an advisory 
committee. Since 2012, the 

Fund has awarded more than 
$90,000  to more than 50 
organizations in the greater 
Holyoke area.

Grant Awardees and the 
2026 Social Justice Award 
recipient will be publicly 
announced at an event on 
May 28.

For further information 
and/or to obtain an applica-
tion, please visit the Carlos 
Vega Fund for Social Justice 
website at http://www.car-
losvegafund.org/ or contact 
Aaron Vega at carlosvega-
fund.413@gmail.com.
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Chamber hosting annual St. Pat’s breakfast 
H O LY O K E  –  T h e 

Greater Holyoke Chamber 
invites the entire com-
munity to its highly antic-
ipated annual St. Patrick’s 
Breakfast, proudly present-
ed by Witman Properties, 
P e o p l e s B a n k ,  H G & E , 
BankESB, and Greenfield 
Cooperat ive Bank.  The 
event will take place on 
Wednesday, Mar. 18 at 7:30 
a.m. at The Log Cabin. This 
traditional gathering offers 
an opportunity for residents, 
business leaders, communi-
ty leaders, and community 
members to reconnect, cel-
ebrate local achievements, 
and honor this year’s distin-
guished award recipients.

The breakfast serves 
as a cornerstone event for 
the Greater Holyoke area, 
bringing together hundreds 
of individuals to celebrate 
the city’s rich heritage and 
vibrant future. Building on a 
year filled with meaningful 
community engagement—

including a successful Food 
Drive, numerous new busi-
ness ribbon cuttings, and a 
host of collaborative initia-
tives—the Chamber is proud 
to continue fostering con-
nections that strengthen the 
fabric of Holyoke. This year, 
the Chamber aims to make 
the celebration the largest in 
recent memory, rallying the 
community to support busi-
ness owners and civic lead-
ers as awardees. All are wel-
come to join what promises 
to be a truly inspiring and 
festive morning.

Award presentations 
will be complemented by 
a raffle featuring a variety 
of prizes. Businesses and 
individuals are encouraged 
to submit raffle prizes, fur-
ther highlighting their com-
mitment to the community, 
while attendees are invited 
to purchase raffle tickets in 
advance or at the breakfast 
to support the Chamber’s 
efforts.

Businesses interested in 
maximizing their participa-
tion are invited to purchase 
tables, ensuring strong vis-
ibility for their teams and 
organizations. Register now 
at holyokechamber.com as 
a guest or as a sponsor, and 
secure your raffle tickets to 
be a part of this dynamic 
event.

As an added highlight, 
crowd favorites Last Night’s 
Fun will return to perform, 
bringing atmosphere and 
entertainment to the break-
fast and setting the stage for 
a memorable celebration.

Attending the breakfast 
is an excellent way to show 
support for the Chamber’s 
mission of fostering eco-
nomic growth and goodwill. 
Whether you are a long-time 
resident or new to the area, 
this event provides the per-
fect setting to network, cel-
ebrate community leaders, 
and kick off the St. Patrick’s 
season in style.

In the spirit of the festivities surrounding
 2026 Holyoke St. Patrick's Parade

The Hibernians of Hampden/Hampshire Counties
invite the public to attend the

Annual Communion Breakfast
Sunday, March 15, 2026

Mass at 8 A.M. at St Jerome's Holyoke
Breakfast after at Wyckoff CC Holyoke

Guest Speaker: Ian Delahanty, Associate Professor 
of History at Springfield College

Presentation of the 2026 Hibernian Christian Charity 
Award to Sister Betsy Sullivan SSJ

Tickets are $30.00 per person by March 10

Contact Joe O'Connor at 413-627-7148 
or Fran Hennessey at 413-785-5687

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Saturday, 
Feb. 28th

6-9pm

Baird 
Souls

Saturday, 
March 7th

6-9pm
Desmond 
Burke & 
Friends

March 12th
Billy Eagen
March 13th
Kilashandra
March 14th
Corner Boys

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$189
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
1/2 PORK LOIN .....................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/26/26-3/3/262/26/26-3/3/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN IQF 

RAW SHRIMP 26/30 COUNT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG ...... 

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BATTERED &  BREADED 
ONION RINGS 2 LB BOX ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN RIGHT NOW

ASSORTED PASTA MEALS 16 OZ ..

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .............

box

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$189
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
SMOKED BEEF BRISKET ....
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN LOIN END or 
RIB END ROAST ....................

lb

lb
$399

$499

$199

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ......................$189

lb

$777
lb

BEEF
STRIPLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF lb

$139
lb

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH 

MEATY BEEF NECK BONES .
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE RABBIT .................

SOUP’S ON!
$555

lb

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

$659
lb

BEEF CHUCK ROAST 
or STEAK

CUTCUT
FREEFREE

  

First Lutheran 
presents Dan 
Kane Singers

HOLYOKE – First 
Lutheran is hosting a free 
concert that is open to all 
the community on March 
29 (Palm Sunday) at 2 p.m. 
The concert will feature the 
popular group, Dan Kane 
and Friends. First Lutheran 
Church is  located at 
1810 Northampton St., 
Holyoke. Dan Kane will 
also lead a sing-a-long 
with a couple of famil-
iar hymns. Entrance and 
handicap access available.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

communities in Hampden, 
H a m p s h i r e ,  F r a n k l i n , 
Worcester, and Berkshire 
counties. The district spans 
a wide range of urban, sub-
urban, and rural areas. Neal, 
who has held the seat since 
1989, once served as chair of 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee.

“Some worry about 
losing perceived influence 
in the halls of Congress,” 
said Whalen. “But when I 
hear about the power our 
current congressman is sup-
posed to have, I can’t help 
but ask who he’s actually 
using that power for. When 
nearly all of your funding 
comes from corporations 
and large donors, it means 
Congressman Neal is moti-
vated to support policies 
that benefit those contribu-
tors rather than the people 
in his district. What you’re 
left with is a congressman 
who’s rarely around, out of 
touch with the communities 
he represents, and advocat-
ing for corporations instead 
of constituents.”

Whalen has a strong 
record of civic activism and 
has dedicated his career to 
helping future generations 

gain both the educational 
opportunities to succeed and 
the social skills to grow into 
caring, compassionate mem-
bers of the community.

“I’m putting in the work 
to meet people where they 
are and hope to earn the sup-
port of voters across Western 
and Central Massachusetts 
in the Democratic primary 
on Sept. 1. This grassroots 
campaign is building a new 
political infrastructure, and 
I’m proud of the authentic, 
honest relationships we’ve 
built with community stake-
holders along the way. At its 
core, this campaign is about 
connecting the dots between 
municipal, state, and feder-
al government and bringing 
real relief to local communi-
ties grappling with shrinking 
budgets and skyrocketing 

costs,” said Whalen.
Previously,  Whalen 

served as communications 
director and building dele-
gate for the Northampton 
Associat ion of School 
Employees (NASE). He has 
also served as vice president 
of the board of directors for 
Northampton Open Media.

As an educator and 
community media advocate, 
Whalen led a team of stu-
dents and local volunteers in 
the Emmy Award-winning 
production of “Young@
Heart.” This Boston/New 
England regional award 
was given by the National 
Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences.

A s  a n  a c a d e m i c 
researcher, he has published 
numerous studies that have 
garnered over 1,800 schol-
arly citations on the impact 
of technology in education, 
including examinations of 
emergency remote teaching 
and artificial intelligence.

Neal was last chal-
lenged in a primary sev-
eral years ago by former 
Ho lyoke  Mayor  Alex 
Morse. Morse was unsuc-
cessful in his challenge 
and since moved on to be 
the town administrator in 
Provincetown.

WHALEN, from page 1

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

“I’m putting in the 
work to meet people 

where they are 
and hope to earn 

the support 
of voters.”

- Jeromie Whalen
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
My girlfriend is 65 

and she just enrolled in 
Medicare. 

She is still working full 
time as a nurse, but they are 
still deducting Medicare 
taxes from her paycheck. I 
thought as soon as you start-
ed Medicare, that they would 
no longer take any Medicare 
taxes from her paychecks. Is 
that not correct? 

Signed: 
Concerned Friend 

Dear Concerned Friend: 
Your understanding 

about Medicare payroll 
tax is, indeed, not correct. 
Medicare taxes are levied on 
everyone, who works and 
earns, regardless of wheth-
er or not they are current-
ly enrolled in the Medicare 
program. That is how 
Medicare has worked since 
it was first enacted in the 
mid-1960s and how it still 
works today.  

For Your Information, 
everyone who works for an 
employer must pay Federal 
Insurance Contributions 
Act payroll tax of 7.65%. 
Most (6.2%) of that payroll 
tax goes to support Social 
Security, but 1.45% goes 
to support Medicare Part 
A. Self-employed individ-
uals must also pay this tax 
under the Self-Employed 
Contributions Act, which is 
equivalent to FICA, except 
the self-employed individual 
must also pay the employ-
er portion of the payroll 
tax. The Social Security 
portion of the FICA/SECA 
tax has an earnings cap 
($184,500 in 2026), but 
there is no cap on earnings 
for the Medicare portion 
of the FICA/SECA payroll 
tax. FYI, employers pay an 
equivalent amount of Social 
Security and Medicare taxes 
and the Medicare portion 
of the payroll tax is paid on 
all earnings. There is no cap 

on earnings from which the 
Medicare payroll tax is with-
held. 

To ensure understand-
ing, Medicare Part A pro-
vides healthcare coverage 
for inpatient hospitalization 
services and Medicare Part 
B provides coverage for 
outpatient medical services 
(doctors, medical tests, etc.). 
That 1.45% of the FICA and 
SECA tax for the self-em-
ployed is paid by those 
who work to help fund the 
Medicare Part A program, 
which is premium-free 
for most Americans after 
age 65. For Medicare Part 
B, there is a separate pre-
mium which helps pay for 
Medicare outpatient health-
care services. The stan-
dard Medicare Part B pre-
mium for 2026 is $202.90 
per month, compared to 
Medicare Part A which is 
free to all who are eligible 
for Social Security bene-
fits. But the 1.45% payroll 
tax which is being withheld 
from your girlfriend’s pay-
check is paid by everyone 
who has work earnings, 
even if they are enrolled in 
Medicare.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental 
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Snow flowers for an impending storm

My friend is 65; shouldn’t 
she be exempt from 
Medicare payroll taxes?
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◗  Opinion

As  I  w r i t e , 
w e  a r e 
expect-

ing a blizzard. 
More snow 
in  a  win-
ter that has 
already pro-
vided plenty, 
at least in my 
humble opin-
ion.  

I n s t e a d 
of focusing on all of that 
depressing news, why don’t 
we “think spring” by focus-
ing on bulbs that appear just 
as the snow is melting.  

Perhaps the earliest and 
best known of the spring 
harbingers is the Snowdrop 
( G a l a n t h u s  n i v a l i s ) .  
Toughened points on the leaf 
tips make it possible for the 
snowdrop to push through the 
crusty soil of late winter. Two 
or three strappy leaves grow 
from each bulb; most often 
there is just one flower.  

You’ll notice three white 
outer petals first and upon 
closer inspection you’ll see 
green tipped inner petals. The 
flowers are held on the stem 
in a nodding fashion and in 
my experience they stay in 
bloom for upwards of three 
weeks.  

Reportedly they are well 
adapted for bees, at least 
those that are brave enough 
to venture out of the hive in 
search of pollen during the 
warmest days of late winter!   

Snowdrops will natu-
ralize if happy, increasing in 

numbers both above and 
below the ground! Although 
we “deadhead” most bulbs, 
keeping spent flower heads 
of this genus in place will 
allow seeds to ripen and new 
plants to form. It is interest-
ing to observe the process of 
a snowdrop self-sowing.  

Once the flower has 
gone by a large seed will 
form; because of its weight, 
the stem will bend toward the 
ground dropping its ripe seed 
at a perfect distance from the 
mother plant. Under no cir-
cumstances should the foliage 
of a bulb be removed until it 
is brown and dry.  

It may not be the most 
beautiful to look at, but all 
the while that it is green it is 
making and storing food for 
next year’s flowers.  

Glory of  the Snow 
(Chionodoxa luciliae) is also 
one of the first spring bulbs 
to appear, sometimes right 
through the melting snow. 
Most common in periwin-
kle blue with a white center, 
these six inch tall, six petaled 
flowers also appear in pink 

and white.  
They thrive in full 

to part sun situations, 
whether it be the 
rock garden, at 
the base of shrubs 

or deciduous 
trees or even 
when plant-

ed in the lawn! 
They naturalize easi-
ly, forming large colo-

nies by bulb offsets and 
self-sowing. They are deer 

resistant.  
Glory of the Snow stay 

in bloom upwards of two 
weeks, maybe longer if tem-
peratures don’t spike. Like 
other spring bloomers, the 
bulbs go dormant after the 
foliage ripens. It does not 
stick around long enough to 
be much of an eyesore in the 
garden.  

One word of caution for 
those looking for the blue 
flowered lawn effect:  don’t 
mow until the foliage has yel-
lowed or mow high to miss 
the foliage.

Another one of my favor-
ite harbingers is the Snow 
Crocus (Crocus tommasi-
nianus). Not to be confused 
with the large Dutch crocus, 
Snow Crocus is typically lilac 
in color and has white stems.  

They grow about three 
inches tall and naturalize well 
with daughter corms form-
ing around the mother corm. 
They are both squirreland 
deer resistant.  

On President’s Day I 
saw a northern flicker 
fly up into a tree as I 

traveled in Barre. 
The white rump patch 

was  c lear ly  v is ib le .  A 
Brimfield resident said he 
has a friend in Belchertown, 
who occasionally has a flick-
er come to his suet feeder. 
Four or five bluebirds also 
frequent his suet feeder.

Northern flickers are 
a fairly, large woodpecker 
about 11 to 12 inches long. 
They are larger than a hairy 
woodpecker and smaller than 
a pileated woodpecker. 

They appear brownish 
overall with a white rump 
patch that’s is conspicuous in 
flight and often visible when 
they perch. The undersides 
of the wing and tail feathers 
are bright yellow for east-
ern birds or red for western 
birds. The brown plumage 
has black spots, barring and 
a black “bib.” The sexes are 
similar, but the male has a 
black mustache.

Flickers spend a lot of 
time on the ground and like 
many woodpeckers fly in an 
undulating up and down path 
with flapping and gliding. 
They make a repeated flicker 
or “wicka-wicka-wicka” call 
and a loud “kleeer.”

They inhabit open for-
ests, woodlots, groves and 
semi-open country. The 
female lays five to eight eggs 
sometimes more. Both sexes 
incubate the eggs with the 
male incubating at night and 
part of the day. Both parents 
feed the young by regurgi-

tation. The young leave the 
nest in about four weeks after 
hatching, but parents feed 
them for whilet. Later, they 
follow them to good foraging 
sites. They mainly eat ants 

and other insects. They also 
eat fruits and berries in fall 
and winter.

Bird bath visitors
A Brimfield resident 

sent an email recently. He 
said, “I have a heated bird 
bath so I modified it by plac-
ing rocks in the center so that 
the only water available is 
near the edge and birds can’t 
immerse themselves in water 
to take a bath. The birds sit 
on the edge of the bird bath 
to drink.”

He also said, “I have a 
trail camera aimed at the bird 
bath. I was looking at pic-
tures taken during December 
(40,000) and saw that blue 
jays, house finches and jun-
cos are the most frequent 
birds taking a drink. Birds 
that show up less often are 
cardinals, titmice and morn-
ing doves. Curiously chicka-
dees drink infrequently even 
though they are often seen 
in the yard. We seldom see 

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.
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The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Northern flicker

in my

By Ellenor Downer

See BIRDS, page 5

See GARDEN, page 5
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. What travelers 

must do
  5. Calendar month
  8. Hopefully quickly
 12. Once more
 14. Bravo! Bravo! 

Bravo!
 15. “Cheers” actress 

Perlman
 16. Astronomy unit
 18. Savings vehicle
 19. Get your ducks 

in this
 20. Right away
 21. Popular sports 

league
 22. Containers
 23. Entireties
 26. One who wassails
 30. Turned-up position
 31. Extreme modesty
 32. Writing utensil
 33. Rewards (archaic)

 34. Ancient capital
 39. S. American wood 

sorrel
 42. General discomfort
 44. Philippine island
 46. A witty saying
 47. One who 

summarizes
 49. Covered in
 50. Mimic
 51. Henry was a 

notable one
 56. Daughter of Hera 

and Zeus
 57. Retired NFLer 

Newton
 58. Playground 

equipment
 59. Concept
 60. Satisfaction
 61. Fishing net
 62. Hammer end
 63. A father’s male 

child

 64. Japanese drink

CLUES DOWN
  1. Off-Broadway figure
  2. Gelatinous substance
  3. Concern
  4. “Lick It Up” rockers
  5. Serbian river
  6. Part of a hat
  7. Bowl-shaped 

drinking vessel
  8. Semitic language
  9. Utter a shrill cry
 10. Long times
 11. Animal parts
 13. Causing annoyance
 17. Amorous talker
 24. Attempt
 25. Harmonic effects
 26. Cost per mile
 27. They __
 28. Bitterly regret
 29. Not even
 35. A way to drop

 36. Title of respect
 37. World leader
 38. Georgia rockers
 40. National capital
 41. Great Plains people
 42. Duck-sized dinosaur 

genus
 43. Architectural 

recesses
 44. Member of U.S. 

Navy
 45. Mountainous
 47. Kite bird
 48. Sweetheart 

(archaic)
 49. Popular snack made 

of potato
 52. 70s songsters The 

Bee __
 53. SE China port __-

men
 54. Something to fill up
 55. League of Legends 

character

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

 In The News ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

Native to Hungary, 
Snow Crocus are some-
times called “Tommies” 
thanks to their species 
name, which was a trib-
ute to Muzio G. Spirito de 
Tommasini, a Hungarian 
botanist.  Years ago we 
had these beauties in a 
sequence of spring bloom-

ers that started with Snow 
Drops, moved on to the 
Snow Crocus, then on to 
a Daffodil and then final-
ly the Spanish bluebell.  
The combination spanned 
March through May.  

Just the thought of that 
versus what we are expect-
ing in terms of weather has 
lightened my mood some; I 
hope it has done the same 
for you.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held 
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@tur-
ley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN, from page 4
goldfinches drinking, but 
they are not seen in the yard 
often. I was surprised to see a 
downy woodpecker show up 
twice to get a drink. I can’t 
recall ever seen a wood-
pecker drink at the bird bath 
before, summer or winter.”

Helping birds
The Brimfield resident 

said creating brush piles pro-
vides shelter for birds. The 
piles also provide shelter for 
small animals as well. He 
said this time of year is a 
good time to trim trees and 
shrubs, a source of materials 
for a brush pile. 

He said someone sent 
him a link about the possi-
ble dangers to birds of their 
feathers freezing if they take 
a bath in cold weather. For 
more information, people 

may visit the link at https://
blog.nature.org/2022/01/31/
should-you-provide-birds-
water-in-winter/.

Project Feederwatch
The Brimfield resident 

also said,”I recently visit-
ed the Project Feederwatch 
2025 results (https://cdn.
feederwatch.org/wp-con-
t e n t / u p l o a d s / 2 0 2 5 / 1 2 /
Winter-Bird-Highl ights- 
2025_12.22.2025.pdf). The 
chart shows the top 25 birds 
seen in the Northeast during 
last year. The top 11 species 
can be seen most days in our 
yard.” 

Here is the list: 1. chick-
adee, 2. dark-eyed junco, 
3. northern cardinal,  4. 
downy woodpecker, 5. blue 
jay, 6. mourning dove, 7. 
white-breasted nuthatch, 8. 
American goldfinch, 9. house 
finch, 10. red-bellied wood-

pecker, 11. tufted titmouse, 
12. American robin, 13. 
European starling, 14. house 
sparrow, 15. hairy wood-
pecker, 16. Carolina wren, 
17. white-throated sparrow, 
18. song sparrow, 19. red-
winged blackbird, 20. com-
mon grackle, 21. American 
crow, 22. brown-headed cow-
bird, 23. chipping sparrow, 
24. northern flicker and 25 
purple finch. 

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing 
to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005. The 
Palmer office has a new 
phone system and I will be 
getting an extension where 
messages may be left. I will 
publish the number as soon 
as it is set up.

BIRDS, from page 4

pation of many enthusiastic 
and passionate DJ’s, news 
broadcasters and organizers, 
and it didn’t take long before 
the station became known 
as “The New Voice in the 
Valley,” amassing a respect-
able audience among both 
students from HCC and the 
greater Holyoke community, 
which one it still holds today. 

Labelle also revealed that 
the station continues to look 
towards the future, as he also 
took a moment to credit those 
who came before him and left 
their legacy.  

“I mainly knew Stevie 
(Converse), who was in 
charge before me, and I built 
a great network with former 
student station managers. 
I want to add that the main 
goal is to respect the past and 
embrace the future by creat-
ing this new progressive out-
look for the station, where 
we want to take WCCH to 
new heights, by being a sta-
ple in the community, and a 
resource for students to grow 
in the realm of both person-
ally and professionally,” said 
LaBelle. 

Looking towards 
the future

The vision and direction 
of the station has never been 
brighter as LaBelle explained 
that this past fall semester, he 
oversaw more than 43 DJ’s 
who each provided a differ-
ent sense of perspective in 

terms of content, along with 
helping steer all aspects of 
branding, as he recognized 
a few such as Todd “DJ 
Busta hip” Therrien, 60, and 
has been found acclaim and 
public recognition among 
the campus, as he once inter-
viewed the President of the 
college. LaBelle also shouted 
out Big Al, who runs a sports 
show and has podcasts that 
can be found on all platforms 
of social media. Another 
notable name, LaBelle, shed 
light on was DJ Eric Gingey, 
who has his own show, which 
is dedicated to a more polit-
ical platform, with his news 
show “The Gingey Report.”

In addition LaBelle dis-
cussed the importance of 

the studio B space, which 
was once a small space 
that only housed two lights 
and one camera, but thanks 
to the collaboration of the 
Perkins grant and the HCC 
foundation, led by the sup-
port of Julie Phillips and Sue 
Doyle, helped secure fund-
ing for new headphones and 
chairs for the ‘Green Thread’ 
podcast, which allows past 
HCC alumni to come on 
and reflect on their college 
experience, and to provide an 
update in terms of what they 
have done post-graduation, 
and just reached the 5th epi-
sode mark.

LaBelle noted it was 
a proud moment to see 
the once small space now 

evolved into a separate 
branch of productivity, which 
has been utilized to the full 
extent of the new additional 
programming. 

On top of that, he also 
offered a small glimpse into 
some of the leadership he has 
around him, highlighting the 
partnership between the col-
lege’s administration, citing 
digital media and podcasting 
Professor Tim Cochran, who 
been a great resource to lean 
on.  

Lastly, LaBelle bestowed 
credit and spread the wealth 
of success around, noting it’s 
a family, and everyone has 
a part to play. He then spot-
lighted multiple individuals, 
such as adjunct professor 

Joe Saphire, who has been a 
key supporter of helping run 
the studio B side of things, 
and praised the leadership of 
student managers Flynn Paul 
and Dayment “DJ Daymen 
T” Toussaint. 

“Flynn has been instru-
mental in helping create a 
network of recruitment by 
helping ease encourage-
ment in driving retention,” 
LaBelle said. “I also want to 
add that Flynn has been vital 
in keeping the organization 
of things, whereas everyone 
can agree that I’m (LaBelle) 
more suited for marketing. 

In  c losing,  LaBelle 
confessed that the station’s 
door is always open, and he 

encourages everyone to take 
a chance and to step out of 
their comfort zone, and know 
that the station, which has 
now reached the half-centu-
ry benchmark, is only going 
to continue to grow, and the 
success starts from within, 
and he couldn’t be prouder. 

“I want it to be known 
that the main focus of this 
entire station is that WCCH 
has always and will be a 
main staple of the campus 
experience, and the diversity 
of all the DJ’s in place is a 
testament to the HCC com-
munity, and the fundamen-
tal standard that music is and 
always will be a great unifi-
er,” LaBelle said.

RADIO, from page 1

Live From Studio B Team 2025.	 Submitted photos WCCH 103.5 General Manager Pat LaBelle, and  Todd “DJ Busta hip” 
Therrien.
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

GET
HIRED

Competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Locally Owned, Family Business

Full-Time
Advertising Sales 
➤ Do you want to work in your community 

helping local businesses connect with their 
customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local 
journalism, which tells the unique stories of 
our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers. The right candidate 
will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

➤ You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 
Basic computer skills are required. Previous 
print sales experience is preferred but we 
will train the right candidate.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications

By Keith Davies
Coordinator, Chicopee 

4Rivers Watershed Council 
Guest Contributor

Editor’s Note: This is 
part in a multi-part series 
about the Chicopee 4Rivers 
Watershed Council.

By 2014, the original 
Chicopee River Watershed 
Council (1970s) had ceased 
to exist, it had not been able 
to engage new people. 

A small group of people 
saw a need to change that 
and began to renew an idea: 
the Chicopee Watershed and 
its tributaries are a special 
place and should be better 
known and appreciated by 
its local residents. Why and 
how to do that?

Rivers have long been 
the lifeblood of communi-
ties across the region. They 
helped build New England 
and they were worked hard 
and taken for granted. 

By the 1970s, people 
began to realize we needed 
to clean up our rivers, they 
benefited us and wildlife in 
ways we had overlooked. 
Watershed Councils sprang 
up and helped start a pro-
cess to turn things around 
and in the big picture, 
things improved, our riv-
ers were cleaned up a great 
deal. 

Yet the job is not done, 
and some practices still 
impact healthy rivers in 
undesirable ways. Today 
we enjoy rivers recreation-
ally and realize they serve 
wildlife and people in many 
important and healthy ways.

The new effort start-

ed with going community 
to community sharing the 
idea and inviting people to 
get involved. We held many 
local meetings at town halls, 
libraries, and community 
centers and it stirred interest 
and awareness. 

We hosted river paddles 
and clean ups. Some joined 
the effort.

To  g ive  th i s  e ffor t 
focus and connect people 
in meaningful ways to the 
rivers,  C4R inaugurated 
two programs: Water quali-
ty monitoring and Paddling 
trail development. 

We would monitor the 
basic bacterial health of the 
river for recreational use 
and enjoyment. This would 
invite people to see these 
special places and learn if 
they were a healthy place to 
enjoy. 

We started with six sites 
on two rivers in 2015 and 
are now at 20 sites on all 
four rivers. We have created 
four Blue Trails, routes on 
and maps of the rivers that 
highlight both historical and 
natural places that people 
can explore to see how spe-
cial our four local rivers are. 

Knowing their special 
character and health benefits 
reveals their value.

Good progress, yet just 
a start. The initial excite-
ment of renewing the idea 
has worn off a bit. 

But once something of 
value is recognized, it needs 
to be maintained, cared 
for, what a handful of peo-
ple had started needs more 
hands to keep things going. 
Could you help? 

A paddler is shown enjoying a day on the river.

Volunteers stood near a pile of trash and debris collected during a cleanup.	 Submitted photos

Paddlers explored the Quaboag River Blue Trail.

Keith Davies led a discussion 
about the Chicopee 4Rivers. 

A watershed is full of action

Volunteers participated in one of many river cleanups in the Chicopee River Watershed.



The Holyoke Sun   •   FEBRUARY 27, 2026   •    7

H O LY O K E  –  O n 
Friday, Feb. 13, Holyoke 
High School girls basketball 
picked up a 54-28 win over 
Smith Vocational in non-
playoff action. The Knights 
had one of their better 
offensive performances this 
season, getting 18 points 
from Juliana Pirela and 12 
points from Kyra Lippman. 
Holyoke would lead from 
the top of the game, scoring 
early in this matchup. 

The Knights had a 
33-11 lead at halftime and 
didn’t look back.

HCC Women celebrate final home game
HOLYOKE – Women’s 

basketball played their last 
regular season game on 
Friday evening, Feb. 20, 
hosting regional opponent 
Bunker Hill CC. The Lady 
Cougars defeated their oppo-
sition 67-56 to earn their sev-
enth straight win. Holyoke’s 
two second-year players, 
Emily  McGrai l   (Ware , 
MA / Ware HS)  and Erin 
Bullough (South Hadley, MA 
/ South Hadley HS), were 
honored with a sophomore 
night that included a pre-
game ceremony recognizing 

the athletes and their accom-
plishments. Posters, photos 
and decorations were hung 
on the walls and in the stands 
around Golas Court.

McGrail led the Cougars 
in blocks during Friday’s 
game and was second in 
rebounds, tallying six of 
each. She leads Holyoke in 
blocks this season with 59 
and blocks per game, aver-
aging 3.5. McGrail is sixth 
in NJCAA Division III in 
blocks and third in blocks 
per game. Bullough sunk the 
Lady Cougars first basket of 

the game on Friday. She leads 
Holyoke in three-point shoot-
ing percentage this season 
and is second in three-point-
ers made. Bullough has made 
41.3% of the three-point 
shots she has attempted this 
year, ranking her fourth in 
NJCAA Division III. She 
has drained 31 total shots 
from long range on the year. 
Annastacia Dixon  (Keene, 
NH / Keene HS) had an out-
standing game in the regu-
lar season finale, leading 
Holyoke in points with 24 
and rebounds with eight.

Women’s basketball 
closes out the regular season 
with a 10-3 regional record 
and a 14-7 overall record. 
They are the second-place 
team in the New England 
(Region XXI) standings and 
will be the #2 seed entering 
the regional tournament. 

This will be HCC wom-
en’s basketball’s first post-
season appearance in over 
15 years. The Lady Cougars 
will get a bye to the tourna-
ment semifinals and will host 
the winner of one of the two 
quarterfinals. 

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com
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sports@turley.com
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Sujelyz Peralta takes a free 
throw.

Michaela Guzman heads down the court. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Isabelle Lachat attempts a running jump shot.

Kyra Lippman is pursued as she goes for a 
layup.

SOUTH HADLEY – 
The Pioneer Valley Baseball 
League, an adult baseball 
league for players who are age 
18 and over, has just opened 
up its registration for the 2026 
season.

The adult league will be 
administered by the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, and 
a registration link is on the 
home page of the league’s 
website www.quabbinvalley-

baseball.org. Thought it will 
be under the Quabbin umbrel-
la, there will be no major 
changes in how the league is 
operated.

This year, the PVBL will 
have a 22-game regular sea-
son schedule followed by a 
double-elimination playoffs. 
The league, which had five 
teams last year and had to uti-
lize multiple byes throughout 
the season, will be fielding a 

sixth team this season.
There are several spots 

open for that sixth team, so 
players interested in joining 
the league should get signed 
up as soon as possible to 
claim a spot.

The league is a wood-bat 
only league utilizing playing 
under regular baseball rules 
though all players do bat. The 
league operates on a Saturday-
Tuesday schedule. Games are 

played on Saturday morn-
ings with 10 a.m. starts typi-
cal and on Tuesday evenings 
with start times in the 5:30 
to 6 p.m. range. The league 
will start play in late April and 
running through the end of 
August. There are slots open 
for both full-time players and 
part-time players. The fee for 
full-time players will be $260 
with part-time players getting 
up to 11 games for $130. Fees 

paid go toward the opera-
tion of the league, paying for 
insurance, umpires, fields, and 
baseballs and no one profits in 
any way.

In addition to the new 
sixth team, there are limited 
open roster spots on the other 
teams in the league, so get 
your registration in as soon as 
possible to participate in this 
season.

Games are played at 

ballfields throughout the 
region from as far south as 
Southwick’s Whalley Field, 
through South Hadley’s 
Beachgrounds and up north 
at Frontier Regional High 
School in South Deerfield.

For any questions, please 
go to the league website for 
more information. The league 
hopes interested players will 
come out and join the fun this 
spring and summer.

Registration for Pioneer Valley Baseball opens for 2026 summer season

Annastacia Dixon gets the 
short jumper away.

Mileidy Rosado avoids a block 
and gets a shot.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Tatiyana Zuniga passes in transition. Erin Bullough tries to overcome pressure.

Johanys Andrades goes for the 
layup.

Knights pick up win over Smith Voke
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R A P I D  C I T Y,  S D 
—  The  Worcester Railers 
HC (23-19-5-1 pts) grabbed a 
5-4 overtime victory over the 
Rapid City Rush (21-23-4-0) 
on Friday, February 20th at The 
Monument in front of a crowd 
of 3,409. The Railers will wrap 
up their three-game road series 
against the Rush on Saturday, 
February 21st, with puck drop 
at 7:05 p.m. MST. 

Rapid City struck first 
with back-to-back goals from 
Briley Wood (2-0-2) in the 
opening half of the first peri-
od. Matt DeMelis (1-1-2) got 
Worcester on the board with 
a one-timer at 9:35 in the sec-
ond. Drew Callin (3-0-3) kept it 
rolling for Worcester with two 
goals for the Railers, the lat-
ter of which was on the power 
play to put the team ahead 3-2 

heading into the final period 
of play. Rapid City’s Ryan 
Chyzowski (1-1-2) tied the 
game for the Rush once more 
at three apiece early in the 
third. Linemate Blake Bennett 
(1-0-1) put Rapid City ahead 
for the second time of the eve-
ning with a power play shot 
atop the right circle to make the 
new score 4-3 at 10:31. Callin 
scored his first hat-trick as a 
Railer and pushed the night 
into overtime with a quick shot 
off from the left faceoff circle 
over the shoulder of Nathan 
Torchia (4-4). Anthony Repaci 
(1-1-2) lit the lamp for a final 
time for the Railers just fif-
ty-nine seconds into OT and 
picked up the 5-4 victory off a 
pass from DeMelis.

Rapid City established an 
early two-goal lead for them-

selves with back-to-back unan-
swered goals at 7:05 and 9:43 
in the first, both from Briley 
Wood. Wood (7th) deked out 
goaltender Tristan Lennox 
and created an opening along 
the right side of the Railers’ 
net to score the Rush’s first 
tally. Wood (8th) followed up 
the play with a second unan-
swered goal for the team 
three-and-a-half minutes later, 
a shot that snuck its way in 
between the pads of Lennox 
(0-2). Worcester was unable to 
respond to the new lead before 
the horn sounded. No penal-
ties were called in the period. 
Worcester led in shots on goal 
with 13 to Rapid City’s 6. 

The second period was 
Worcester’s turn to chase down 
the Rush’s lead and take the 
game for themselves. In the 

span of six minutes and twen-
ty-four seconds, Worcester 
went from trailing by two to a 
three-goal lead. Matt DeMelis 
(14th) got the scoring streak 
going with a quick one-timer 
assisted on by a pass through 
the crease from Riley Ginnell 
at 9:35 (1-2). Drew Callin 
(16th) capitalized on a center 
ice breakaway as Rush goal-
tender Nathan Torchia was 
unable to block the push (2-2). 
Khristian Acosta was then sent 
down to the ice on the next play 
as he collided with the Rush’s 
net. The act put the Railers on 
their first extra-man advantage 
of the night as Mitchell Smith 
headed into the box for rough-
ing. The two minutes with the 
man-advantage proved fruit-
ful as Callin (17th) nabbed a 
second tally, his fourth in two 

games. Amidst heavy traffic, 
Callin finished off a rebound 
and put the puck into a wide-
open Rush net, which gave 
Worcester their 3-2 lead as the 
second frame of play came to 
a close. Shots on goal once 
again favored Worcester 15-9. 
Smith’s penalty was the only 
one called for the period. 

Rapid City quickly re-tied 
the game for the second time 
early in the third. The goal was 
tucked into the Railers net by 
Ryan Chyzowski (21st) at 4:18. 
Rapid City then reclaimed the 
game lead at 10:31 with a top-
shelf shot atop the right circle 
from Blake Bennett (18th) 
(4-3). The play came from an 
man-advantage delivered by 
a tripping penalty called on 
Railers’ defenseman Adam 
Samuelsson at 9:35. Drew 

Callin (18th) kept a victory in 
the Railers sights with a late-
game hat-trick as netmind-
er Lennox was called to the 
bench to give Worcester the 
extra body. Callin drove the 
puck from the left faceoff dot 
over the shoulder of Torchia, 
and both teams skated into 
overtime, nodded up at four 
apiece. As the overtime clock 
began to count down, it was 
Anthony Repaci (15th) who 
claimed the game winner just 
fifty-nine seconds into play. 
Repaci tipped a backhanded 
pass from DeMelis out in front 
to claim the Railers’ second 
victory in South Dakota with a 
5-4 final score. Worcester put 
up 53 shots on goal to Rapid 
City’s 20. Worcester and Rapid 
City each collected one penalty 
in the third.

Worcester Railers score win in overtime over Rapid City Rush
◗  Sports

Public Auction Sale
February 28, 2026 at 8:30am
42 Main Street, Holyoke MA

All Sales Cash
Immediate removal day of sale

Furniture, Appliances, TVs 
and other items

Lot#(name)(#of Pallets):
13689 (S. Lemieux)(4):15696 
(D. Mendez)(2); 15750 (C. 
Payne)(6); 15833 (J. Wil-
son)(3); 15901 (Z. Rodri-
guez-Delgado)(1); 15935 (E. 
Santana)(1);16118 (N.Reyes)
(1);16119(J.Pelkey)(3); 16127 
(J. Rivera)(2); 16153 (A. Tay-
lor)(1); 16163 (J.Jackson)(6); 
16172 (C. Acevedo)(1); 16177 
(C. Pacheco)(1); 16182(J.Piza-
ro)(2): 16221 (J. Cartagena)(6); 
16229 (L. Girard)(3); 16243 (K. 
Greenleaf)(13); 16255 (M.;Ro-
driguez-Hernandez)(1); 16261 
(T. Rodriguez)(1); 16279 (L. 
St Marie)(1); 16297 (A. Mu-
siak)(4); 16301 (J. Healy)(3); 
16303 (E. Nunez)(2); 16314 (J. 
Perez)(4); 16319(C. Wojcik)
(1);16320(R. Gould)(1);16321 
(R. Gould)(1); 16325 (K. Max-
field)(1); 16332 (R.Webster)
(1); 16339 (M.;Rivera)(2); 
16370 (A. Perez)(2); 16371 
(J. Doe)(1); 16372(R. Tolisa-
no)(1); 16381 (S. Howe)(8); 
16390 (M. Corbin)(1); 16392 
(S.Bostock)(1); 16394 (E. Pike)
(2): 16395 (T. Brunelle)(8): 
16427 (L. Kielson)(2); 16430 
(I. Marin)(3); 16465 (S. Ci-
belli)(7); 16480 (L. Jones)(4); 
16487 (R. Timmons)(2); 16490 
(J. Torres)(1); 16495 (W. Turn-
er)(9); 16503 (C. Kellett)(3); 
16504 (E.  Emerling)(2); 16506 
(C. Porter)(3); 16535 (T. Para-
dise)(2); 16542 (J. Moon)(1); 
16545 (I. Robinson)(6): 16547 
(C. Bourelle)(3); 16551 (C. 
Hardy)(1); 16559 (D. Single-
tary)(4); 16566 (B. Madewell)
(1); 16569 (L. Stamatiou)(2); 
16575 (G. Germaine)(2): 16577 
(J. Peltier)(3); 16581 (K. Lane)
(6); 16585 (A. Eggleston)(1); 
16598 (S. Tyson)(6); 16601 (V. 
Provost)(1); 16608 (C. Tene-

rowicz)(1); 16609 (M. Rodri-
guez)(1); 16613 (C. Doucette)
(3); 16615(D. Beths at Grafton 
Street)(1); 16623 (M. Torres)
(1); 16627 (B. Merchant)(3)
02/20, 02/27/2026

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

The Holyoke Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at 
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com ID: 
825 8639 3209; Call in *67 646 
558 8656 to hear applications 
submitted by ISO New England, 
Inc, for the property located at 
115 Whiting Farms Road (115-
00-002) pursuant to the Holy-
oke Zoning Ordinance, Section 
10.0, a Major Site Plan Review 
(File #170); pursuant to Section 
4.6.3.2, a Special Permit for an 
Exceed Fence Height (2026-2); 
and pursuant to Section 5.4.1, a 
Special Permit for the Multiple 
Principal Structures (2026-3). 

For a complete copy of the 
application and site plan, con-
tact the Planning Department at 
( 413) 322-5575. 

APPLICANT: 
ISO New England, Inc. 
PLANNING BOARD: 
Lauren Niles, Chairperson 

02/20, 02/27/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield MA, 01103 
(413)748-7758 

Docket No. 
HD08E0051

In the matter of: 
The Jane Curlin Special Needs 

Trust 
Date of Trust: 

February 12, 2010 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR ALLOWANCE OF 
ACCOUNT 

To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed 

by: Patrick O. Murray of 
Springfield, MA requesting 
allowance of the sixteenth and 
final account as Trustee and any 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection at 
this Court before 10:00 a.m. on 
March 25, 2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
date, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: February 20, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/27/2026

City of Holyoke
Stormwater Authority

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Holyoke Stormwater Au-

thority will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Monday, March 2, 2026 
at 5:30 p.m. to hear, pursuant 
to Section 38.0 of the Holyoke 
Ordinance, an application for 
a Stormwater Permit request-
ed by the City of Holyoke for 
park improvements including 
the installation of a new asphalt 
path, replacement of playground 
equipment and play surfaces, and 
stormwater infrastructure im-
provements at Jones Point Park, 
parcel 097-00-002.

The hearing will be held in 
person at the Holyoke Depart-
ment of Public Works, 63 Canal 
Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 and 
remotely via video conference. 
Meeting location and zoom link 

will be posted on the City’s 
meeting website in advance of 
the meeting at: https://www.
holyoke.org/departments/public-
meetings/

A copy of the application and 
site plan may be obtained elec-
tronically by sending an email 
to the Holyoke Assistant City 
Engineer at houlev@holyoke.
org or by appointment requested 
through this same email address. 

STORMWATER AUTHORITY:
Mark Lubold, Chairman

02/27/2026

City of Holyoke
Massachusetts 

Request for Qualifications
RFQ 2026-28DPW

Professional Consultant 
Services:

Design Engineering Services 
for River Terrace (CSO-21B)

Combined Sewer System 
Separation (Phase B) (Rebid)

The City of Holyoke Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) 
seeks qualifications from en-
gineering firms to complete 
the final design and bid-ready 
construction documents for the 
River Terrace (CSO-21B) Com-
bined Sewer Separation Project. 
To date, the project has been 
designed to the 60% design lev-
el. The proposed scope of work 
requested as part of this RFQ in-
cludes confirming and updating 
utility base mapping as previous-
ly surveyed against current utility 
records, potential field investiga-
tions (e.g. test pits) to identify 
and resolve any potential design 
conflicts with utilities, finalizing 
design plans and profiles, com-
pletion of any necessary regula-
tory permitting, preparation of 
technical specifications, prepara-
tion of cost estimates, assistance 
with documentation necessary 
to obtain State Revolving Funds 
for the construction phase of the 
project, and preparation of final 
bidding documents. It should 
be noted that Final Design doc-
uments must be completed for 

submission to MassDEP on or 
before December 30, 2026, to 
comply with the anticipated time 
extension pending approval un-
der the City’s Consent Decree. 
This project may be funded 
in whole or part with Federal 
Funds. Respondents will be ver-
ified for eligibility to receive 
Federal Funds and must comply 
with all Federal Requirements 
including Part 200. This Request 
for Qualifications is being reis-
sued to reflect a revised project 
schedule. The scope of services 
and project requirements remain 
substantially unchanged from the 
prior solicitation. A non-man-
datory virtual pre-submission 
meeting be held on March 3, 
2026 at 11:00 AM. A link to the 
meeting will be provided to inter-
ested parties requesting a copy of 
this full RFQ.The City has set a 
not to exceed budget for work to 
be completed at $450,000.

Starting on February 23, 2026, 
RFQ documents may be obtained 
electronically through the City 
of Holyoke’s Purchasing De-
partment by submitting an email 
request to Jaime Morrow, Chief 
ProcurementOfficer, at morrowj
@holyoke.org. Responses will 
also be submitted by email.

Qualifications Packages shall 
be submitted electronically to 
Jaime Morrow, Chief Procure-
ment Officer, at morrowj@
holyoke.org and are due on 
March 24, 2026 at 2:00 PM 
(local time), based on the digital 
time stamp when received. Late 
applications will not be accept-
ed. Qualifications Packages sub-
mitted through any other means, 
such as mail or hand delivery, 
will not be accepted and will be 
rejected by the City asnon-re-
sponsive. The City intends to se-
lect a consultant within 60 days 
of receipt of the RFQ responses. 
Work on the project must com-
mence within 30 days of contract 
execution. The City reserves the 
right to reject any and all sub-
missions, to waive any minor 

informalities and technicalities, 
or to cancel the solicitation if it 
is in the public interest to do so. 
The City of Holyoke is an EEO/
AA/MBE employer. Women and 
minority owned businesses are 
encouraged to apply.
02/27/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0331EA
Estate of: 

Gerard Nelson Aubrey 
Also Known As: 

Gerard N. Aubrey 
Date of Death: 12/15/2025 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Michele   M. 
Aubrey of Holyoke, MA. 

Michele   M. Aubrey of Holy-
oke, MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/27/2026

◗  Public Notices

Springfield Thunderbirds come up with win in shootout with Bridgeport Islanders
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds 
(19-25-4-2) rode a turbu-
lent night to an eventual 
5-4 shootout win over the 
Bridgeport Islanders (21-21-
3-4) on Friday night inside the 
MassMutual Center.

Unlike their last contest 
on Wednesday, the T-Birds 
and their opposition had a 
much slower start to the night 
offensively, with a scoreless 
struggle carrying late into 
the first. Thomas Bordeleau 
finally broke the ice at 14:54, 

winning a draw and darting 
to the right wing circle and 
rifling home a feed from Calle 
Rosen to give Springfield a 
1-0 advantage.

Just 1:16 later, and less 
than half a minute into their 
first power play of the night, 
the T-Birds built a cushion 
as Chris Wagner jammed a 
loose puck through the legs 
of Marcus Hogberg from the 
blue paint to make it 2-0. 

Bridgeport’s power play 
provided a response at 19:05 
when Julien Gauthier inter-

cepted a loose puck deep in 
the offensive zone before sift-
ing a forehander over Vadim 
Zherenko to make it a 2-1 
game into the first intermis-
sion. 

Zherenko proved to be 
pivotal in the second, espe-
cially when he made a lurch-
ing post-to-post skate save 
on Matt Maggio to keep his 
team in front. Later in the 
same sequence of play, Matt 
Luff hit Alek Kaskimaki on a 
2-on-1 pass, and Kaskimaki 
picked the glove-side corner 

on Hogberg, making it 3-1 for 
Springfield at 6:53 of the sec-
ond. 

Down 3-1 heading into 
the third, the Islanders turned 
the game upside-down in the 
span of just over six min-
utes. After Springfield killed 
two straight Islander power 
plays, Hunter Drew finally 
got Bridgeport’s second goal 
of the night at 5:02, moments 
after Hogberg kept Springfield 
from goals on two straight 
odd-man rushes. 

Liam Foudy followed 

Drew’s lead with a sneaky 
wrist shot from the left side 
at 8:42, tying the score at 3 
before Pierrick Dube got a 
fortuitous bounce in the slot 
and whistled a shot over 
Zherenko’s blocker at 11:31 to 
get Bridgeport its first lead of 
the night, 4-3.

In desperate need of a 
momentum shifter, Hugh 
McGing delivered just that 
for Springfield, crashing the 
low slot area and firing a fore-
hander over a fallen Hogberg 
at 14:28 off a centering pass 

from Juraj Pekarcik. 
For a fourth time in 10 

meetings, overtime was need-
ed between the clubs, and 
for a third time, it reached 
the shootout. Bordeleau put 
his stamp on the night with 
a gorgeous backhand deke to 
beat Hogberg in the opening 
round. Zherenko then stood 
his ground and made three 
successive saves on Adam 
Beckman, Gauthier, and Dube 
to secure Springfield’s first 
shootout triumph of the sea-
son.

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – Oil and 
Gas, AC service also. 413-222-2904 
Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

WANTED SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

TAX SERVICES

(413) 687-5552

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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Holyoke Community College 
Summer Youth Programs 
for Ages 8-16

July 27-31, Minecraft Designers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
August 3-7, Python Programmers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 20-24, Make Your First Video Game (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 13-17, ROBLOX Coders (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Around the world with 
Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Cooking without Borders with 
Chez Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Passport to Flavors with 
Chef Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

Check out our adult enrichment 
courses, too! hcc.edu/bcs

Save your spot and register 
today for summer fun!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Caring For Kids 
For 30+ Years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM/K-6TH GRADE
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 22ND-AUGUST 21ST

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Join Our Toddler 
Room Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

It’s still winter, but it’s 
not too early to start thinking 
about summer.

Registration is now open 
for 2026 Summer Youth Pro-
grams at Holyoke Communi-
ty College. 

Starting July 7 and run-
ning through August 8, HCC 
will offer 16 week-long, 
in-person summer programs 
for youth aged 8 to 16.      

For more than 40 years, 
HCC has offered fun, chal-
lenging summer education 
activities for youth, provid-
ing early opportunities for 
students to experience a col-
lege environment guided and 
encouraged by experienced 
professionals.

HCC’s 2026 on-campus 

summer youth programs 
run Monday through Friday, 
some for a full day and oth-
ers for a half day.

All in-person programs 
will be held on the main 
HCC campus, 303 Home-
stead Ave., except for cook-
ing classes, which are held 
at the HCC MGM Culinary 
Arts Institute, 164 Race St., 
Holyoke:

 July 6-10:
Cooking without Bor-

ders with Chef Marangel-
ly Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 
9-16): In this lively hands-on 
camp, young chefs will team 
up to chop, stir, and create 
tasty dishes from around the 
world. Each day brings a new 
theme and a chance to dis-

cover fresh ingredients, cool 
cooking techniques, and the 
joy of working together in 
the kitchen. By week’s end, 

they’ll walk away with new 
cooking skills, delicious rec-
ipes to show off at home, and 
plenty of tasty memories. (9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

Fun Bites with Chef Di-
ana Swanigan (ages 9-16): 
Join us for an exciting week 
of hands-on culinary fun, 
where young chefs will dis-
cover the joy of cooking 
delicious, easy-to-prepare 
meals to share with family 
and friends. Participants will 
work together to chop, sea-
son, cook, and taste a variety 
of recipes – all made from 
scratch. Each day introduc-
es new menu themes, ingre-
dients, and techniques de-
signed to build confidence in 
the kitchen. (9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
$425)

July 13-17:
Cooking without Borders 

with Chef Marangelly Var-
gas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16, 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

Fun Bites with Chef Di-
ana Swanigan (ages 9-16, 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

ROBLOX Coders (ages 
8-10; 11-14): Discover the 
Lua coding language while 
designing experiences in 
ROBLOX, an online uni-
verse where you can create 
anything you dream of. New 
developers will learn to use 
ROBLOX’s Studio software 
to reimagine the popular 
game genres with their own 
custom code. Instructor Brit-
tany Pietskowski. (9 a.m. to 
noon for ages 8-10; 1 to 4 
p.m. for ages 11-14, $199)

July 20-24:
Around the World with 

Chef Diana Swanigan (ages 
9-16): Cuisine around the 
world serves as a universal 
language that unites peo-
ple across cultures through 
shared flavors, traditions, 
and stories. Learn to prepare 
full-course meals from Asia, 
Puerto Rico, Greece, Italy, 

and New Orleans. (9 a.m. – 3 
p.m., $425)

Make Your First Video 
Game (ages 8-10; 11-14): 
Go beyond the limitations of 
traditional 2D game design 
classes and create an im-
mersive 3D world. Students 
will learn the physics behind 
3D games, explore beginner 
event scripting, level de-
sign, controlling the flow of 
gameplay, and storytelling. 
Instructor Brittany Pietskow-
ski. (9 a.m. – noon for ages 
8-10; 1 – 4 p.m. for ages 11-
14, $199)

Passport to Flavors 
with Chef Marangelly Var-
gas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16): 
This hands-on cooking 
camp takes kids on a deli-
cious journey across global 
cuisines, exploring flavors, 
techniques, and ingredi-
ents that make each culture 
unique. Dive into fun daily 
themes like diner classics, 
Mexican favorites, Mediter-
ranean feasts, Filipino street 
bites, and southern comfort 
food, all while building con-
fidence one tasty dish at a 
time. (9 a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

July 27-31:
Around the World with 

Chef Diana Swanigan (ages 
9-16, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

Minecraft Designers 
(ages 8-10; 11-14): Learn 
how to create a custom map, 
design structures to share 
between worlds, build with 
Redstone and Command 
blocks, and create custom 
textures for you to import at 
home or share with friends. 
Instructor Brittany Pietskow-
ski. (9 a.m. – noon for ages 
8-10; 1 – 4 p.m. for ages 11-
14, $199).

Passport to Flavors 
with Chef Marangelly Var-
gas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16, 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., $425)

August 3-7:
Python Programmers 

(ages 8-10; 11-14): Learn the 
world’s fastest-growing pro-
gramming language favored 
by Google, NASA, YouTube, 
and the CIA. Learn how to 
code with Python to create 
engaging apps and games. 
Instructor Brittany Pietskow-
ski. (9 a.m. – noon for ages 
8-10; 1 – 4 p.m. for ages 11-
14, $199).

For more details or to 
register for Summer Youth 
Program classes, please go 
to: hcc.edu/summer-youth.

Registration open for HCC Summer Youth Programs

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

2026 Summer Riding Sessions
June 29 - July 3 • July 20 - July 24
August 10 - August 14 • August 24-28

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Check Out These Great Camps!Check Out These Great Camps!


