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New sports complex, ‘Volley Hall’ facility proposed

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - At a press
conference at the Volleyball
Hall of Fame last Tuesday,
Mayor Joshua Garcia and other
community members came
together to announce an initia-
tive to create a sports complex
in Holyoke.

This project was started by
Cesar Ruiz, who is the primary
investor in the project.

Three years ago, Mayor
Joshua Garcia and Ruiz began
discussing the sports complex.
At the time, Ruiz was focused
on building his own company.
However, another year or so
later, they had a second conver-
sation, and Ruiz was inspired.

“I was on fire,” Ruiz said.
“I couldn’t sleep for weeks
because of this vision. I said
‘we can do this.” T told the
mayor, ‘we’re going to do this.””

The goal is to create a
sports complex with an indoor
and outdoor facility through-
out Holyoke, and move the
Volleyball Hall of Fame to one
of those locations.

“Holyoke: The Sports

“Holyoke:

The Sports Capital
of New England.
That is our tagline
to bring the
Volleyball Hall of Fame
to a new home and make
Holyoke a domestic
and international
volleyball
tournament center,
right here...”

- Cesar Ruiz

A press conference was held at The Volleyball Hall of Fame to discuss the
ideas behind a new sports complex in Holyoke.

One of several renderings of a proposed sports complex.
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Capital of New England,”
Ruiz said. “That is our tagline
to bring the Volleyball Hall of
Fame to a new home and make
Holyoke a domestic and inter-
national volleyball tourna-
ment center, right here in New
England.”

The plan is to bring
an Olympic-style venue to
Holyoke, and to use various
present and new assets of the
area to bring the complex and
the city to life.

There will be entertainment
areas, hotels, volleyball tourna-
ments, fields, bowling and more.

“We’re going to create a
facility and a complex that is
going to draw not only youth
but also seniors,” Ruiz said.

The indoor facility alone is
estimated to be 140,000 square
feet, with 16 courts for volley-
ball, family activities, such as an
arcade and rock climbing, and
candlepin bowling.

This facility is estimated to
bring in 30,000 room nights a
year.

“We’re going to need
another three to four 3-star,

See COMPLEX, page 12

CPA ballot discussion heats back up

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke City Council again
addressed the CPA ballot ques-
tion at their meeting on Feb. 6.

After a discussion, they
made the 9-4 decision to table
the matter so that individu-
al council members can have
the time they need to research
remaining questions they have
on the matter.

Councilor Israel Rivera in
particular had questions regard-
ing whether or not the wording
of the ballot question was legal.

Previously, councilors had
brought the CPA ballot ques-
tion before a judge in order
to get it on the ballot for the
November 2023 election. One
of the concerns the judge had
brought up was that the council
had not followed proper pro-
cedure to put the question on
a ballot.

In a previous meeting
regarding the CPA ballot, the
city attorneys had said that the
council needed to take a stance
on the CPA question to put it
on the ballot, despite the fact
that that was not what they’d
needed to do in the past when
the question had been put on
the ballot.

Therefore, Rivera was con-
cerned that there had been no
changes made to the wording

of the ballot question, given
these previous legal opinions.

“We have to right that
wrong before we move for-
ward,” Rivera asked.

Other councilors men-
tioned that in a more recent
meeting further research had
been completed by the attor-
neys and they had decided that
those opinions were inaccurate.

“Attorney Degnan came
into the finance commit-
tee meeting on the matter of
whether the question in proper
form and it would be received
by the state, and affirmed to
the committee that yes it was,”
Councilor Linda Vacon said.

Despite Degnan’s decision
on the matter, Rivera was still
hesitant to vote on the CPA
question, as he wanted confir-
mation from the state that the
council had everything in prop-
er order.

“It’s been done before
where we have gone through
certain places and we come to
find out later on that it wasn’t
necessarily that process, I
would be more rest assured if
we had a letter from the DOR
saying that reusing the same
process that we used in the past
is okay to use now,” Rivera
said.

Due to this, Councilor
Juan Anderson-Burgos made
the motion to table the mat-
ter so that Rivera would have

a chance to get his questions
answered.

“I want to make sure that
everyone in this room has all
their questions answered so we
can move forward...so it’s all
of us making a solid yes,” he
said.

Other councilors felt that
Rivera’s question was already
answered, given Degnan’s deci-
sion and did not want to delay
further on the matter.

“I’'m totally on board, if
there was some, open legit
question, I would say, ‘send
it back, table, all that,””
he said. “But that ques-
tion was asked. I specifically
and Kathy addressed it point
blank, answered that specif-
ic question, said ‘I did all the
research. The DOR approved
the language the first time and I
addressed it, and I’'m approving
it this time. I feel totally com-
fortable.”

Due to this contention, the
council made a vote to table the
matter until their first meeting
in March.

The vote passed 9-4,
with Councilors Jourdain,
Linda Vacon, Carmen Ocasio
and Howard Greaney voting
against it.

Therefore, the council will
discuss at a future meeting.
They have until 35 days before
the November election to make
a final decision on this matter.

Education commissioner
defers receivership decision

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
has received no confirmation
on ending receivership from
Commissioner of Elementary
and Secondary Education
Jeffery Riley.

In his response to Mayor
Joshua Garcia, the school com-
mittee and Receiver Anthony
Soto, Riley had stated that “the
Department would like to fur-
ther confer with the Receiver
and the School Committee
about how to sustain and build
upon the district’s progress as
we make plans for returning the
district to local control.”

In other words, he deferred
a final decision on Holyoke’s
petition to end receivership
until a later date.

One of the reasons for this
deferral was that while Riley
felt that Holyoke had made
some significant progress since
it had entered receivership,
there were still areas that need-
ed improvement.

Riley felt continued collab-
oration between Soto and the
School Committee was need-
ed in order to ensure continued
progress for Holyoke Public
Schools.

Riley also wrote in his let-
ter that “continuing concerted

investments in the district’s
teaching and learning systems
and continuing prioritization of
student attendance will be key
to sustaining this progress.”

The school committee
had submitted a “petition to
the Massachusetts Department
of Elementary and Secondary
Education to release the
City of Holyoke from State
Receivership” to the commis-
sioner on September 18, 2023.

They had hoped that, with
the support from Garcia and
from Soto, Holyoke would
receive permission to begin
planning a way to exit receiv-
ership.

Soto had submitted a let-
ter of support for Holyoke’s
existing receivership, though in
this letter he had also pointed
out some remaining challenges
HPS is facing.

These issues included aca-
demic achievement, attendance,
mental health support for stu-
dents, staffing needs and sup-
port for diverse learners.

Soto was, according to a
press release, “encouraged by
the commissioner’s commit-
ment to continuing the conver-
sation about a return to local
control.”

He plans to continue to

See RECEIVERSHIP, page 5
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Celebrate Irish er_itage all month long in March

HOLYOKE - The Ancient Order of
Hibernians James A. Curran Division
One and the Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians Division Two of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties will celebrate Irish
American Heritage Month of March with
an Irish flag raising ceremony at Holyoke
City Hall, on Friday, March 1, at 10 a.m.
The public is invited to attend. Mayor
Joshua A. Garcia and Holyoke city offi-
cials plan to be in attendance.

Hibernian President Joe O’Connor
will preside as Master of Ceremonies. St.
Patrick’s Parade President Hayley Dunn,
Massachusetts State Ladies Ancient
Order of Hibernians represented by
Barbara Twohig and Noranne Duquette,
Paula Paoli President of LAOH Division
Two of Hampden/Hampshire Counties
and Irish Cultural Center of Western New
England, Sean Cabhillane plan to attend.

Piper Matt O’Connor will play the Pipes
at the event and Sheila Moreau will sing
the American and Irish Anthems. This is
a time for all of us to reflect upon this
heritage, learn more about it, and cele-
brate.

There are over 31.5 million residents
who claim Irish Ancestry in America.

The colors of the symbolic Irish
flag represent: Green for Roman
Catholics and Nationalism, Orange for
the Protestant Minority, and the white in
between the two colors as Hope for last-
ing Peace between the two.

The U. S. Congress designated
March as Irish American Heritage Month
in 1991 to recognize contributions Irish
Americans have made to the country. The
Ancient Order of Hibernians were found-
ed in Ireland in 1520; established in New
York City in 1836 and 1880 in Holyoke.

Parade to be held March 17

HOLYOKE - The St. Patrick’s
Committee of Holyoke is excited to
announce the 71st annual Holyoke
St. Patrick’s Parade will be held on
Sunday, March 17. The Parade will air
live at noon on WWLP-22News and be
live-streamed on WWLP.com.

“The St. Patrick’s Committee is
thrilled to host the 71st Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Parade on St. Patrick’s Day
this year” said 2024 Parade President,
Hayley Dunn. “The Committee has
been working hard all year to secure
phenomenal talent and entertainment
for all to enjoy on Parade Day. We
can’t wait to see you along the Parade
Route!”

In order to arrive at Holyoke High

School in time for the noon broadcast,
the Parade will step-off at approximate-
ly 11:10 a.m. from the former Kmart
Plaza. The parade’s website, www.
holyokestpatricksparade.com, will
provide all of the details regarding the
parade route and parking information
for spectators.

22News Anchors Rich Tettemer
and Taylor Knight, along with Sheila
Moreau from the Parade Committee,
will serve as Parade hosts. Throughout
the event, the 22News team will pro-
vide interviews from the Parade route
with participants and bystanders
throughout the coverage.

St. Patrick’s Road Race will be
held on Saturday, March 16.

Conference for women on May 9

SPRINGFIELD - The third
annual Pioneer Valley Conference
for Women will be held May 9 at the
Marriott Springfield Downtown from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The conference
will be held in person and virtual-
ly. This year’s theme is Unleashed.
Sponsors include M&T Bank and
USL

Dr. Christina Royal will serve as
emcee for the conference. The for-
mer president of Holyoke Community
College, Royal is now president and
CEO of Infinite Unlearning, LLC, a
woman, BIPOC, and queer-owned
executive coaching and consultancy
service supporting mid to senior lead-
ers and their organizations. Her goal
is to educate leaders on a new para-
digm of the future of work and help
them shed their limiting beliefs and
lead from a place of potential.

Keynote speakers are Meghan
Rothschild, president, and owner of
the marketing and public relations
firm Chikmedia, and Jessika Rozki,
founder of Rozki Rides, a transporta-

tion service focusing on children and
seniors.

Rothschild is an award-winning
business owner, public speaker, and
social influencer. As a speaker, she
is known for engaging audiences on
topics such as social media, marketing
strategy, public relations, women in
business, melanoma survivorship, and
living with endometriosis.

Rozki’s career in transportation
began 15 years ago as a school bus
driver in Chicopee. In 2019, with
the resolve to balance her profes-
sional aspirations and family life,
Rozki launched Rozki Rides. Based
in Greater Springfield, the company
started as a professional transportation
service catering primarily to families.

In addition, there will be 10 dif-
ferent panels that women can choose
to attend in the morning and after-
noon. Panelists, all local women, will
be announced in the coming months.

For more information, visit
https://sheslocal.org/pioneer-val-
ley-conference-for-women/.
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HMC celebrated its 2024 Gala

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Medical
Center celebrated its 2024 Gala on
Saturday, Feb.10, at the Log Cabin in
Holyoke. The Gala returned for the first
time since 2019 and will featured the
following award presentations.

Holyoke Medical Center proud-
ly paid tribute to the late Kimat Gul
Khatak, MD with the Lifetime
Achievement Award for his outstand-
ing dedication and hard work on behalf
of Holyoke Medical Center and the
local community for over forty years.
Members of the Khatak family were
present to accept the award.

Also recognized were select mem-
bers of the Valley Health Systems staff
who exemplify exceptional care in
the categories of Best Physician, Best
Caregiver, Best Nurse, Best Supporting
Employee and Best Leader. This year’s
finalists were: Best Physician Finalists;
Francis Martinez, MD, General Surgery;

Ted Mlapah, MD, Hospitalist; Miguel
Rodriguez, MD, Pulmonology.

Best Cargiver Finalists; Kristie
Harrington, FNP-BC, Neurology
& Sleep; Lucyna Nigro, FNP-BC,
Gastroenterology;Samantha Ramirez,
Holyoke VNA Hospice Life Care.

Best Nurse Finalist: Brenda Fuller,
BSN, RN, Oncology; Roberta Keefe,
RN, Short Stay Surgery; Dawn Rogers,
RN, Behavioral Health.

Best Supporting Employee
Finalists: Shane Coffey, Information
Systems; Maritza I. De Hoyos,
Environmental Services; Janet Laroche,
Development & Volunteer Services.

Best Leader Finalists; Kathryn D.
Girardin, Au.D., Speech & Hearing
and Work Connection; Alexa Mignano,
School Based Programs at River Valley
Counseling Center; Jody Peltier, MSN,
RN HN-BC CH CCAP, Center for
Learning.

Holyoke’s 150th commemorative
book available for purchase

HOLYOKE - Holyoke’s
Sesquicentennial celebrations lasted all
2023 and ended with an amazing 150th
Masquerade Gala, the closing of the
Holyoke Time Capsule, the return of the
Rotary Club’s Eat, Drink & Be Holyoke
event, as well as the annual Christmas
Tree lighting and first night Jr celebra-
tions at Heritage State Park.

Relive the events of 2023, read
about our shared history, recognize the
pride we all share in the Holyoke 150th
Commemorative book.

With nearly 200 pages, writ-
ten by the organizers, business own-
ers, community leaders and members
of Holyoke who are passionate about
our city, you see the spirit of Holyoke
come alive on the page. 100’s of photos

and interesting facts about the city, the
Holyoke 150th Commemorative book
will be a keepsake for generations to
come.

Only 1500 copies will be printed.
Pre-orders are available at a temporary
reduced cost of $40. Regular orders
placed on or after January 29th, 2024,
will be priced at $50.

The book will be available in
mid-February for pickup of the book
at the Greater Holyoke Chamber and
Artery or you can have the book mailed
for an additional charge.

Visit ExploreHolyoke.com/150th
page to preorder your book at https://
www.exploreholyoke.com/guide/pre-
order-the-holyoke-150th-commemora-
tive-book/.

St. Jerome’s hosting ‘Irish Night’

HOLYOKE - Our Lady of
Guadalupe Community Center will
host “Irish Night” fundraiser for St.
Jerome parish on Saturday, March 9.
The event will go from 7 to 9 p.m. with
doors opening at 6 p.m. and will fea-
ture refreshments, a cash bar, and other
beverages. Tickets can be purchased at

the end of all weekend masses begin-
ning Feb. 10 and 11. Tables of 8 may
be reserved in advanced by contacting
Jennie McGiverin at 413-250-2093 or
John Kelley at 413-650-0493. Black
Rose Academy of Irish Dance will per-
form at 6:30 p.m. Deirdre Reilly will be
the headline performer following that.

COLLEGE NOTES

Goodwin University’s President’s List

EAST HARTFORD, CT - Tanairie
Montijo of Holyoke, earned a place on

Goodwin University’s president’s list for
the fall 2023 Session.
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HCC celebrating African Americans and the Arts

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community
College is celebrating Black History
Month in February with a series of
events highlighting this year’s nation-
al theme: “African Americans and the
Arts.”

Events at HCC kick off Thursday,
Feb. 8, at 11 a.m. with a presentation
by HCC visual art professor Raishad J.
Glover, of Northampton, whose artwork
is now on display in the college’s Taber
Art Gallery in a show titled “Geo-Spec:
Cultural Introspection Wealth.” Glover’s
talk, followed by a Q&A, will be held
in Room 303 in HCC’s Kittredge
Center for Business and Workforce
Development.

On Wednesday, Feb 14, at 11 a.m.,
the college’s Black Student Alliance and
Latinx Empowerment Association will

co-host an open mic and “Taste of the
Diaspora” event on the second floor
of the Campus Center, with live stu-
dent performances accompanied by food
representing cultures of people whose
descendants came from Africa.

“Black History is made every day,”
President George Timmons said last
week in a message to HCC students,
faculty, and staff. “Let’s explore, teach,
and celebrate Black history in February
and beyond. As part of my own cele-
brations, I pay tribute to the members
of the Black community on our cam-
pus, and in particular to my colleagues
and members of the student body. I am
proud to work and learn alongside you.”

Black History Month events at
HCC will continue on Wednesday, Feb.
21, at 11 a.m. with a performance by

the Amherst Area Gospel Choir in the
Leslie Phillips Theater.

On Thursday, Feb. 22, at 11 a.m., in
Room 224 of the Campus Center, per-
formance poet, playwright, and pop cul-
ture critic Nicole Young-Martin, Ed.D.,
will lead a program titled “Write the
Way,” during which Young-Martin will
read from her own work and engage
in a discussion with students about the
importance of including marginalized
voices in the literary canon.

Black History Month at HCC
concludes on Wednesday, Feb. 28 at
11 a.m. with a “Phenomenal Black
Women’s Panel” in Room 224 of the
Campus Center. Julissa Colén, direc-
tor of HCC’s El Centro program, will
moderate a panel that includes Jada
J. Waters, Ed.D., director of Equity,

Diversity and Inclusion at Middletown,
Conn., public schools; Erika Slocumb,
a Black history scholar and director of
interpretation and visitor experience at
the Harriet Beecher Stowe Center in
Hartford, Conn.; Kandice E. Jones, a
counselor from the Center for Human
Development; and Qua’Nae Golston-
Thomas, a student activist at Holyoke
High School and podcast host of “Let’s
Talk With Qua’Nae” on Holyoke Media.

“With this panel, we are creating
an opportunity for our students to see
their reflections mirrored, learning from
the participants’ insights about what it
means to aspire to our dreams and what
it takes to live them,” Coldn said.

To learn more about Black History
Month months at HCC or to participate
over Zoom, please go to: hcc.edu/bhm.

MakerLoan awarded to business

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke
Economic Development and Industrial
Corporation (HEDIC) awarded Raw
Beauty Brand LLC the very first HEDIC
MakerLoan. Raw Beauty Brand was
awarded the maximum award with
$25,000 at a 0% interest at a 5-year term.
This money will be used to expand and
grow the business through the purchase of
new equipment, wholesale ingredients for
products, and working capital. The agree-
ment was finalized February 8th. HEDICS
Vice Chair Callie Flanagan said “This
loan program provides access to capital to
small, early stage and start-up maker busi-
nesses in Holyoke. With this loan, Crystal
will be able to increase her manufacturing
capacity, hire employees, and take her
business to the next level. I am excited
to welcome Raw Beauty Brand as a new
addition to Holyoke’s vibrant maker com-
munity and look forward to witnessing
Crystal’s success here in Holyoke.”.

Raw Beauty Brand (www.rawbeau-
tybrand.com ) creates artisanal soaps and
skincare with an emphasis on organic
ingredients that are safe for sensitive skin.
Crystal Headly, owner and founder started
making her artisanal soaps to try and ease
her children’s sensitive skin issues and
allergies. With time this small endeav-
or grew to a successful online shopping
experience and Crystal began bringing her
products to sell at events all around the
area. Averaging 20 events a month, Raw

Beauty began growing rapidly and was
ready for the next step. Raw Beauty will
be using the funds to purchase industrial
equipment that will speed up production
time allow them to increase inventory and
take on bigger contracts with stores.

Raw Beauty applied for the HEDIC
MakerLoan program. This zero-interest
loan program offers maker type business-
es financing during the early stages of
growth. A “maker” business is a busi-
ness that creates a good that then goes
to market. To qualify applicants must be
in business less than three years, be in
Holyoke, be a maker, and not yet qualify
for more traditional financing options.
The mission of this program is to fill in
gaps financially that other lenders can-
not take on due to higher risk, as well as
enhance Holyoke’s rich tradition of man-
ufacturing. Callie Flanagan said, “The key
to a business’ success is having adequate
access to business resources and capital. I
am proud to live in a city that offers both:
resources through EforAll/EparaTodos,
our vibrant Chamber of Commerce, and
our TDI District; and access to capital
through HEDIC’s new maker loan pro-
gram. It can be very difficult for a small,
early-stage business to acquire financing.
Unfortunately, without capital, it can be
difficult for these businesses to grow or
even start at all.”

To learn more about the program
visit https://www.holyoke.org/makerloan/.

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community
College is putting out a call to all alum-
ni who graduated from Holyoke Junior
College between 1947 and 1964 to
attend a special reunion celebration later
this spring at the HCC MGM Culinary
Arts Institute.

The first-ever reunion event for
graduates of Holyoke Junior College,
the predecessor of HCC, will be held
Wednesday, June 5, from 3-6 p.m., at the
culinary arts institute on Race Street.

Founded in 1946, Holyoke Graduate
School changed its name to Holyoke
Junior College in April 1947. After HIC
joined the state’s community college
system in 1964, the name was changed
yet again to Holyoke Community
College, which was then located down-
town on Sergeant Street and Pine Street
in the former Holyoke High School
building, which burned down in 1968.

“This is a time for our oldest alum-
ni to meet our new leader, President
George Timmons, catch up with class-
mates, and reminisce about the good old
days,” said Julie Phillips, HCC director
of development.

Reunion guests will be able to tour
the culinary arts facility and also enjoy
a dinner prepared by HCC culinary arts
students and faculty.

HCC seeking Holyoke Junior
College alumni for reunion

“I’'m getting older, and there are
people I miss because they live far
away,” said Angela Wright, a graduate of
Holyoke Junior College from the Class
of 1954 and a member of the reunion
planning committee. “You don’t often
have a chance to catch up with class-
mates from your school. I don’t know
how many of us are left. I'd be thrilled to
see them and just chat.”

Also on the reunion planning com-
mittee are alumni Maurice Ferriter ‘52,
Frances Kane ‘56, Carl Iger ‘56, Pat
Bresnahan ‘57, Peg Wendlandt ‘58, Jim
Izatt 59, and Richie Sobon ‘64.

“Holyoke Junior College was very
good to me,” Kane said recently at a
reunion planning meeting. “I was young.
Coming out of high school, I didn’t
know where I was going to go. I went to
Holyoke Junior College, which set me
on my pace. I came back to the college
in the early “70s to serve on the Board of
Trustees under President David Bartley,
and later on the HCC Foundation board
of directors. It’s been wonderful to me.
I’ve made a lot of friends, and I'd like to
see who’s left from my class.”

For more information about the
event or to secure your spot for the
reunion, please contact John Sieracki at
jsieracki@hcc.edu / 413-687-0322.

Dr. llyasah Shabazz, daughter of Malcolm X, to speak at STCC

SPRINGFIELD - Dr. Ilyasah
Shabazz, the daughter of the late activ-
ists Malcolm X and Dr. Betty Shabazz,
will speak at Springfield Technical
Community College on Feb. 29 at Noon
as part of the college’s celebration of
Black History Month.

Shabazz, an accomplished educa-
tor, author and activist, will share her
insights and experiences rooted in the
rich legacy of African American history
and culture.

Shabazz will speak in the auditorium
of Scibelli Hall (Building 2) at STCC.
The event is free and open to the pub-
lic. Attendees are encouraged to pre-reg-
ister. To register for the event, please
visit stcc.io/shabazz.

Shabazz is chairperson of the
Malcolm X & Dr. Betty Shabazz

Call to place your
classified ad:

Memorial and Educational Center Board
of Trustees. In her work to preserve the
legacy of her parents, she has dedicated
herself to institution-building and inter-
generational leadership development
with the tenets of diversity, equity and
inclusion.

Her books include a memoir,
“Growing Up X,” and a children’s book,
“Malcolm Little: The Boy Who Grew Up
to Become Malcolm X.”

Shabazz has furthered her commu-
nity impact with the City University of
New York’s Office of Academic Affairs,
where she created a curriculum to
encourage higher education for under-
served, inner-city and marginalized high
school dropouts.

She has worked with the Office of
the Mayor in Mount Vernon, as direc-

» Check Out Our For Sale, Services,
Pets and Other Classifieds

* Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent
& Vacation Rentals

* Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time
Career Opportunities

413-283-8393

tor of Public Affairs & Special Events.
She founded and produced a young adult
development program to provide histor-
ical context on social justice - encourag-
ing personal empowerment and commu-
nity service as a way of life.

As president and founder of Ilyasah
Shabazz Enterprises, she produces a vari-
ety of forums dedicated to power, possi-
bility and sovereignty.

“We are thrilled to welcome Dr.
Shabazz to STCC,” said Dr. Kiyota
Garcia, assistant vice president of
Student Affairs and Interim Chief Equity
Officer at STCC. “We want our students,
staff and faculty and the community to
prepare to be enlightened and empow-
ered by Dr. Shabazz. She will illuminate
the significance of Black history and its
enduring impact on society.”
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Dr. llyasah Shabazz to speak at STCC.
Photo courtesy of STCC
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Gardening questions that pose a challenge

%

ardgn

recent visit to mom’s house prompt-
Aed the following question about poin-

settias. Now, don’t worry, I haven’t
forgotten what the date is. Sure, the poinsettia
hasn’t been in it’s glory for a few weeks now,
but that doesn’t mean she is going to give up
on it.

You see, my mother likes a challenge,
especially when it comes to plants. She want-
ed some advice on how to encourage new
healthy growth before trying to coax it into
re-bloom next fall.

Read on to learn how it’s done:

In early April cut back the plant to eight
inches. Fertilize with an all-purpose house-
plant fertilizer once a month. New growth
should appear by the end of May.

After the danger of frost has passed,
move the plant outdoors. Continue to water
but increase fertilization to every two weeks.

Pinch plants in late June or early July to
promote bushy growth. At this time you may
also wish to repot the poinsettia. Select a pot
one size larger, filling around the root ball
with a good potting soil.

Bring the plant indoors as temperatures
fall in late summer.

The poinsettia is photoperiodic, and long
nights of uninterrupted darkness encourage
it to bloom. In greenhouses, growers go to
great lengths to withhold light, as even small
amounts can delay or stop the plant from set-

ting bud.

At home, putting the plant in the clos-
et for 14 hours each night is your best bet.
Setting a reminder alarm or making a note
helps to keep on track.

Most people get on a 5 p.m.-8 a.m.
schedule beginning Oct. 1 and continue it
for eight-10 weeks until color shows on the
bracts. Night temperatures should be no
higher than 70 degrees or flowering may be
delayed.

This all sounds fairly straight forward. I
think the biggest frustration for her over the
years has been missing a night of darkness,
especially near the end of the routine.

Sometimes it works and sometimes it
doesn’t. Still fun to try, however.

A friend of mine recently asked what I
thought of the cloth grow bags that are all
the rage right now. Although I haven’t used
them myself, another friend, Chris, has been
gardening up a storm the last few years using
these bags.

She has an amazing flower border that
you would think is growing in the ground, but
it is a collection of dozens of bags in various
sizes, holding everything from cannas to dahl-
ias, zinnias and marigolds. She has great suc-
cess with potatoes and other vegetables, too.

Read on to learn about the benefits of
these bags.

I guess the one benefit that I never
thought of is breathability. Because the fabric
is permeable there is good air exchange, the
roots grow to the edge, are air-pruned and
branch out.

This is altogether different than plastic
or glazed ceramic pots that don’t breathe and
encourage tangles of roots that encircle the
pot eventually becoming bound. When a plant
is root bound, it suffers until it is repotted; not
so with grow bags!

Another pro would be drainage. The grow
bags hold only what moisture the soil can
hold and the rest of it drains away. Sure, the
flip side is that you will need to water often in
times of drought, but it’s nice to know that if
we have another summer like we did last year,
the plants won’t rot, either.

Other more obvious benefits include por-
tability, heat resistance and ease of storage.
If you purchase bags with handles, you can
move them around the yard much easier than
you could if the plants were in heavy pots.

The bags weigh next to nothing com-
pared to clay or ceramics. Grow bags also do
not heat up the way glazed or plastic pots do;
roots are cooler and the plants are happier.

When the season is over, you can wash
the bags and flatten to store. Most brands say
that they last for four-five seasons or longer
with good care.

Do some research to pair the size bag you
use with the plants you are growing. A quick
check gleaned that 10 gallon bags are good
for three seed potatoes or a single indetermi-
nate tomato plant. Bush type tomatoes would
grow well in a seven gallon pot.

Also research the best potting soil or
compost mixes to use; there are many out
there. Chris uses a blend and uses organic fer-
tilizers, crediting that to her success.

The apple may not fall far from the tree.
Mom likes her challenges, and I like mine. I
think trying out grow bags is in my near (gar-
dening) future.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts. For 33 years she
has held the position of staff horticulturist at
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.

How is my Social Security benefit calculated?
SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty

I appreciate your recent article dispelling
the myth that politicians have stolen Social
Security money.

As a Certified Public Accountant, I dispel
this myth repeatedly to clients, who falsely
claim SS funds have been raided. But another
thing I deal with often is how SS benefits are
calculated. I know the formula for determin-
ing each person’s benefit amount is complex,
but I have had to explain numerous times that

those, who put the most into Social Security
get the lowest rate of return and those who
put the least in get the highest return based
on the way the benefit formula is structured.

I get tired of people complaining that
monthly Social Security payments are higher
for retired doctors and other highly paid indi-
viduals. Can you please explain how Social
Security is weighted in favor of lower income
workers?

Signed Tired of the Misunderstandings

Dear Tired

Please don’t be frustrated. Because of
the program’s complexity, Social Security is
prone to misunderstanding and educating the
misinformed is an important professional duty
we share. Here’s how each person’s SS benefit
is determined:
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The first thing to know is that each per-
son’s SS retirement benefit is not based on
their financial contributions to the program.
Social Security’s purpose is to provide a ben-
efit, which replaces a portion of the person’s
pre-retirement income, so the SS benefit is
based on actual lifetime earnings, not on the
payroll taxes withheld from those earnings.

Social Security has your lifetime earn-
ings record, obtained annually from the IRS
and that record determines your “Primary
Insurance Amount.” Your “PIA” is initially
determined in your eligibility year usually
age 62 and is the amount you will get if you
claim for benefits to start exactly at your Full
Retirement Age.

To develop your PIA, Social Security first
adjusts (indexes) each year of your lifetime
earnings up to the annual payroll tax cap to
account for inflation. They then select the 35
inflation-adjusted years in which you earned
the most, from which they compute your
average monthly earnings over your lifetime,
this is called your Average Indexed Monthly
Earnings. They then break your AIME into
three segments, the first of which includes a
majority of and possibly all of your AIME.

They then take a percentage of each seg-
ment and total those three amounts to deter-
mine your PIA. The first segment is the larg-
est and 90% of that first segment contributes
most of your PIA. Smaller percentages of the
other two segments (32% and 15% respec-
tively if your AIME is higher), are then added
to the first computation to arrive at your full
PIA - the amount you get if you start benefits
in the month you reach your FRA. Note that
since most of the PIA comes from the first
large segment of each person’s AIME, lower
income workers get a higher percentage of
their lifetime average monthly amount.

Since benefits are based on earnings,
those with lower lifetime earnings do, indeed,
get a smaller benefit than those with higher
average lifetime earnings, but the percentage
of pre-retirement replacement income lower
income workers receive is higher than for

See SECURITY, page 5
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Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writ-
ers to include their name,
address and phone num-
ber in order for our office
to authenticate author-
ship prior to publication.
Addresses and phone
numbers are not pub-
lished.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous,
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or
defamation of character
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed
letters can be sent to The
Sun, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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received an email from a Brimfield
Iresident who counted 36 plus

American goldfinch in his yard
during a snow storm. The next day he
saw about a dozen.

I also had about 20 plus goldfinch
eating on the ground under my feeder. I
had seen two or three mixed in with jun-
cos and sparrows from time to time, but
not this many. In winter, they are found
in flocks that wander in search of food.

The American goldfinch is five inch-
es long. The male during breeding sea-
son has a bright yellow body and black
cap, wings and tail. The wings also have

Goldfinch

Bluebird

white bars. The female is yellowish,
green overall with black wings and tail.

In winter, the male looks more like
the female with a yellowish brown, yel-
lowish wash on the face and chin and
black wings with white wing bars. The
female in winter is grayish brown with a
little yellow and dark brown wings with
white wing bars.

Goldfinch feed on the ground, on
weed stalks, thistles and foliage. At feed-
ers, they prefer hulled sunflowers and
thistle (Niger) seeds.

The female lays three to seven
light, blue eggs in a nest of strands from
weeds and vines, downy elements from
wind-dispersed seeds such as thistles
bound with caterpillar webbing placed in
a shrub or tree.

Bluebirds
A flock of about eight male and
female bluebirds continue to come to my
raisin suet cake and the feeder with meal-
worms. [ fill it once or twice during the
day as I enjoy watching them as I work

SECURITK from page 4

those with higher monthly average life-
time earnings. The Social Security bene-
fit for lower income workers is typically
about 40% of their pre-retirement aver-
age monthly income, while those with
higher lifetime average earnings may get
a benefit as little as 20% of their average
monthly pre-retirement earnings.

In that sense, the Social Security
benefit formula is progressive and
weighted in favor of lower income
workers. Nevertheless, albeit a smaller
replacement percentage, higher income
workers receive a higher monthly SS
benefit because of their higher lifetime
earnings. Even so, those higher earn-
ers did, indeed, contribute more payroll
taxes from their higher earnings.

So, each person’s SS retirement
benefit amount is a percentage of their
pre-retirement income. Coincidently,

those with higher pre-retirement income
also contributed more to the Social
Security program than did those with
lower earnings. But their higher SS
benefit amount is based on their higher
pre-retirement earnings, not on payroll
taxes paid from those higher earnings.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended
for information purposes and does not
represent legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security
Association To submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC.

RE CEI VER SHIB from page 1

work with the city and the commission-
er to ensure that the best path possible is
taken for HPS.

Mayor Joshua Garcia was admitted-
ly disappointed by the lack of concrete
response from the commissioner.

He felt that Holyoke should have
received a resounding “yes” from the
commissioner on the matter and he had
hoped to begin laying out a concrete
plan to exit receivership.

Instead, Holyoke was told that they
would have to continue conversations
with the Commissioner.

“I have no other thought but to
think that the Board of Education and
the Commissioner of Education rep-
resenting the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts have no idea what they’re
doing or what they want to do with the
receivership situation,” Garcia wrote in
a recent press release.

Garcia encourages resi-
dents to reach out to elected offi-
cials, the State Board of Education,
the Commissioner’s Office and the
Governor’s Office to ask for a “clear
path” in regaining local control.

Garcia is grateful for all that Soto
has done to support HPS during the pro-
cess of receivership and the attempt to
exit.

“I'm proud of the work our School
Committee and Superintendent have
done on behalf of Holyoke’s students
and families,” he wrote. “That work will
continue, and the day will come when
we regain local control.”

Send Us Your Photos!
Email: thesun@turley.com

at my desk. During the snow on Tuesday,
they visited the mealworm feeder and
suet feeder frequently. The blue against
the white snow was almost as striking as
the red of the cardinal against fresh snow.

Bald eagles
I received a photo of a pair of bald
eagles taken by a Palmer resident at
Forest Lake in Palmer. They were in the
top of a pine tree by the lake.

Bald eagles
Photo by Kyle Tourville

Brimfield birds

A Brimfield resident sends emails of
the birds in his yard on a regular basis.
He said,“One day last week a Carolina
wren showed up for a day. The warm
brown coloration of the bird caught my
eye when I glanced out at the feeders.
It was feeding on the suet cakes and the
‘log’ made of suet, berries and meal-
worms.”

He counted 36 plus goldfinch in
the yard during a snow storm The next

day there were over a dozen still about.
Usually it is three or four goldfinch that
show up.

He shared an email from a friend in
Belchertown, “We had a female redwing
at the seed trays today. It’s unusual to
get one here this early. We also had four
bluebirds show up and munch on the
suet. They seem to make a visit when the
weather is crappy.

The Belcertown resident also said,
“We’re inundated with goldfinch. The
thistle seed bag is covered with them. I
had to fill the hearts feeder three times
today due to the numbers of goldfinch
around.”

The Brimfield resident report-
ed a large number of juncos, four
white-throated sparrows and come house
finch. He said, “A pileated woodpecker
did a fly by the other day. That is how we
most often see then although a few years
ago a male was coming to our suet feed-
ers. The female came close to the feeders
but never feed that I saw.” His wife drove
past Wheeler Pond in town and was sur-
prised to see the pond was not complete-
ly frozen and that there were two pair of
hooded mergansers on the pond.

Birds on Feb. 13

The Brimfield resident observed ten
species of birds in his yard during the
snow on Tuesday, Feb. 13. He count-
ed five mourning doves, one downy
woodpecker, one hairy woodpecker, two
black-capped chickadees, three tufted
titmice, two house finches, one American
goldfish and 80 dark-eyed juncos.

People may report a bird sighting
or bird related experience by calling me
at 413-967-3505, leaving a message at
extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

CLUES ACROSS 37. Stood up
1. Gene type 38. Direct and

5. Persian male given uninhibited
name 40. Authorless

10. Type of protection  41. Blocking type of

12. Cloud drug (abbr,)

14. One who returns 42. Retrospective
to life analysis (abbr.)

16. Gym class 44. Root mean square

18. General's assistant (abbr,)
(abbr.) 45, Macaws

19. Baby’s dining 48. Actress Remini
accessory 50. Polynesian wrapped

20. Enchantress skirt

22. Prefix denoting 52. Gity of Angels hoops
“ina” team (abbr.)

23. Spiritual leader 53. Fitzgerald and Baker

25. Cavities are two

26. Relative biological ~ 55. Bowling alley must-
effectiveness (abbr.) have

27. Foot (Latin)
28. Sweet potato
30. Pharaoh of Lower

Egypt

56. A way to cool down
57. Ethnic group in Asia
58. A way to alter

63. Set of five

31. Land 65. Removes from the
33. More inquisitive record

35. Dog breed: __Apso  66. Dummies

67. Set period in office

CLUES DOWN

10. Egyptian unit of

11. About secretary
13. Particular groups

15. Poke fun at Japanese surname

17. Make certain that 59. The bill in a
something occurs restaurant

18. Financial term 60. They __

21. Justify 61. City of Angels football

23. Arbiter team (abbr.)

24.007’s creato
27. Czech name for

29. Groans

32. American time

34. No seats available

35. __ Stanl, journalist

36. Cleft lip

39. Talk incessantly

40. Expresses atomic
and molecular
weights (abbr,)

1. DC Comics superhero
2. Brew

3. Play

4. Single-celled animals
5. Rough to the touch

6. Small island (British)

7. Often noted alongside  43. A part of a river

cons where the current is
8. Preparation of very fast

rootstock 44, Curdled milk
9. Atomic #44 46. Running competitions

47. A team’s best pitcher
49. Carthaginian explorer
51. World-renowned city
54. Most common

capacity

62. Distinctive practice
64. One quintillion bytes
Prague

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 15
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» InThe News

25th HCC Jazz Festival set for March 1 and 2

HOLYOKE - Hot off a win for
Best Latin Jazz Album at the 66th
annual Grammy awards, pianist, com-
poser, and band leader Luis Perdomo
will be the featured guest artist at the
25th anniversary Holyoke Community
College Jazz Festival, March 1 and
March 2.

The two-day festival opens on
Friday, March 1, with an 8 p.m. con-
cert with Perdomo performing with the
Ambherst Jazz Orchestra under the direc-
tion of David Sporny on the stage of the
Leslie Phillips Theater in the HCC Fine
& Performing Arts building.

The Friday night concert is free for
HCC students, faculty and staff, and
$10 for the general public

“Luis is a great musician, a great
teacher, and a great guy,” said festi-

val organizer and HCC music professor

ANNOUS

JEWELERS.
_CHICOPEE _

Bob Ferrier. “I know him from the Jazz
in July program at UMass, where we
teach together. He just won a Grammy
for the number one Latin Jazz Album,
so that’s special. We’re very happy to
have him here at HCC for our 25th
anniversary festival.”

The festival will continue on Sat.,
March 2, in the Leslie Phillips Theater
with jazz combo performances. Jazz
clinics, workshops and jam sessions
will be held throughout the day in the
HCC Recital Hall.

Perdomo will conduct two music
clinics, one at 11 a.m. and another at 1
p.m.

A concluding concert will be held
in the theater Saturday afternoon fea-
turing Perdomo with HCC students and
festival faculty.

In addition to his work as a per-

H

former, Perdomo is a composer, band-
leader, and teacher. He began perform-
ing in his native Venezuela as a teenager
and now makes his home in New York
City. He is also an associate professor
of music at Berklee in Boston.

A prolific sideman, he has appeared
on more than 200 records, playing
with the likes of artists such as David
Sanchez and David Gilmore as well as
recording seven albums as a bandleader.
He was a member of Ravi Coltrane’s
Quartet for 10 years and is a founding
member of the Miguel Zenon Quartet.

The Ambherst Jazz Orchestra, led
by trombonist David Sporny, has been
a mainstay of the HCC Jazz Festival
since the first one in 1998. The HCC

Jazz Festival has been held every except
for 2020 and 2021 when it was canceled
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Pianist Luis Perdomo will be featured at the

HCC Jazz Festival. Submitted photo

Easter egg hunt set for March 23

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Parks and
Recreation cordially invites the com-
munity to Holyoke’s annual Spring
Celebration and Easter Egg Hunt. This
community event will take place on

at Holyoke Heritage State Park.

Enjoy unlimited free rides at the
Holyoke Merry Go Round and take pic-
tures with the Easter Bunny.

Music, spring crafts, pony rides and

Present This Coupon for

10% more

on your unwanted gold.
Expires 12/31/24

balloons will also be available.
Easter Egg Hunt Times: 10 a.m. -

Saturday, March 23, from 10 am to noon

Toddlers; 10:30 a.m. - 4-6-year-olds; 11
a.m. - 7-9-year-olds and

11:30 a.m. - 10 — 12-year-olds.

This event is free of charge and will
occur rain or shine. In the event of rain,
all activities will be moved inside the
Holyoke Merry Go Round.

The Holyoke Children’s Museum
will also be open. Children are encour-
aged to bring their own baskets for egg
collecting.

For more information visit our web

site at www.holyoke.org or call the Parks
& Recreation Department at (413) 322-
5620.

SEND US YOUR

CENTER STREET EVENT PHOTOS

AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!
o Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
» First-Rate Used Auto Parts $$

M
« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts t%r;egp%r;
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All
Vehicles

“Serving all of Western Mass.”

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
A\ more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

d:: Irish Night
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Emalfams o r Holyoke 2024
thesun@turley.com - N )
3 RGN IN MEMORY OF S
i oy DANIEL P. CURRAN TO BENEFIT e
‘ THE MAURICE A. DONAHUE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The Night will Feature

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

As a free service for our readers we accept and will
print when space allows community event photos and
announcements. Just scan the QR code above and
send us your photos and any information.

LOWER PRICES
10 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET! |NFLAT|0N

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHopS ... S22

CUTLETS 5229
USDA INSP. FROZEN

B30 BABY BACK RIBS ... 392
SLICED IN OUR DELI

ROMSTBEEF. S799
SOUP'S ON!( w/>-

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EYE

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER

USDA INSP.

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BELOEE\I
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS s 4 47
Ib

BEEF EYE ROUND .ovsessssess

USDA INSP. FRESH

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TIAPIA FILLETS - 399
PAN-FRIED BREADED SHRIMP $223

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS with

The Keohane And Kenneally
Irish-American Band

Additional Entertainment by
The Cassin School of Irish Dance &
Matt 0’Connor

of The
Springfield
Kiltie Band

and A Corned Beef _*
& Cabbage Dinner 3
with Ribs "

¢ SATURDAY At the LOG CABIN | Doors Open 5PM » Dinner 6:30PM
BSO[K\KWSS'E[B?W cut 3927 WHOLE CchKEN DRUMST'CKS 10 LB BAG 67 lb FEBRUARY 220;44 lsit():lll; Eézth,aglsgton Rd. é%f:.":%?}:emﬁ::;eqmm)
FREE OR HALF  Mass. i

Tickets or table reservations available until February 20, 2024
by calling Joe 0’Connor @ 413-627-7148 or
Fran Hennessey @ 413-785-5687 or online at eventbrite.com

Hibernian
Irish
Cultural
Awards
for 2024
www.aoh-holyoke.com

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF oxrAlL...................59?3

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET............... 5349

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GROUND FRESH DAILY

90% DIET LEAN
GROUND BESELI;
54?39

BA

GRILL MARKS oo 2493
£ 90 Meat Outlet@

. - \Weda. o=
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Ib SALE DATES: 2/15/24-2/21/24 BUY DIRECT FOR ESAVINES-SELECTIDN-SERVICE
ABBITS $599

L to R: LAOH President Paula Paoli; Woman of the Year - Patricia A. Clayton; Center
- Polish National Credit Union CEO, James P. Kelly, 2024 Christian Charity Award
Winner; Man of the Year - John M. Gaughan; AOH President Joe 0’Connor s

O] “Tis the event of the season! N
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all” #-

Presented by The Ancient Order of Hibernians,

James A. Curran Division One and The Ladies

Ancient Order of Hibernians Division Two

of Hampden/Hampshire Counties

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

-
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Knights put
hurting on Terriers

HOLYOKE - Last W ]
Thursday night, Holyoke
boys basketball took down
West Springfield 88-53. The
big offensive output was
Holyoke’s largest of the sea-
son and came at a good time
as the Knights won their 12th
game of the season. Dylan
Rohan had the big game for
the Knights with 28 points.
Dominick Renaldi had 17
points for the Knights and 11
different players were able to
register points in the win.

Shawn Rivera dribbles into the
paint under pressure.

Jordan King-Perilli flies for the
underhand layup.

Aden Cabrera dribbles while
contemplating a next move.

www.sports.turley.com

o o

Luis Figueroa charges the lane.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

.

Amilyan Treadwell-Mercedes goes for a bank shot.

Jaylaness Santiago fakes before looking
to shoot.

Victoria D’Amico eyes a rebound.

Playoff hopes diminished

HOLYOKE - Despite
defeating Longmeadow for
its fourth win of the sea-
son, Holyoke High School
girls basketball is falling in
the power rankings and will
likely not qualify for the state
tournament. The Knights do

have two games remaining
on its schedule, one against
Southwick, and anoth-
er against SICS, but they
are currently ranked No. 41
and are unlikely to make up
enough ground to get into the
final bracket.
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> Sports

Justin Bonsignore opens season with second-place finish

NEW SMYRNA, FL - Justin
Bonsignore drove the No. 51 Phoenix
Communications modified to a sec-
ond-place finish in Saturday’s NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour opener at New
Smyrna Speedway.

Bonsignore qualified fourth and ran
inside the top-five for the duration of the
race. After a pit stop in the final 20 laps,

Bonsignore raced from fifth up to second,
trying to chase down Ron Silk in the final
laps. Although he closed in, he had to settle
for second.

The run opened the 2024 season for
Bonsignore, who will chase his fourth
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour title in
the Ken Massa Motorsports machine this

season.

“We were just a little bit too snug on
both sets of change tires,” Bonsignore said.
“All in all, it was a really good night to
start the year. We have to thank Phoenix
Communications for everything they do for
our team and Ryan Stone and the pit crew
for a great job with a brand new car they
built over the winter. It takes a lot to come
down here to Florida to open the season.

We will try and build off this and get better
with this new car.”

Bonsignore will return to the track
driving the No. 30 for Rette Jones Racing
in the ARCA Menards Series season open-
er at Daytona International Speedway on
Saturday, February 17. The NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour is back on track at
Richmond Raceway on Friday, March 29.

Railers pick up win over Mariners

WORCESTER - This season’s
Railers have been imperfect, but inde-
fatigable.

Twenty-fours after squandering a
three-goal lead and losing in overtime
to the Maine Mariners, 5-4, Worcester
bounced back Saturday
night with a strong
effort and a 3-2 victo-
ry that was not easy.

Games with
Maine never are.

The Railers took
a 2-0 lead late into the
third period on goals
by Artyom Kulakov
and Anthony Repaci,
then Maine closed the gap
on William Provost’s goal at
12:57. Given the unhappy endings of
Worcester’s two previous games with
the Mariners, things looked shakys;
even shakier when Trevor Cosgrove
was called for high sticking at 17:50.

However, Jake Pivonka hit an
empty net at 18:54. Sigh of relief?

Not quite. With goalie Shane
Starrett on the bench and Cosgrove
still in the box, Ethan Ritchie made it
3-2 with 37 seconds left. The Railers
kept Maine bottled up in its own zone
for the duration, however, and came
away with two pure points.

Coach Jordan Smotherman was
not surprised with the way his team
responded.

“We love our room,” he said. “You
could tell (Friday) night, even after the
game before they left, that the guys
were ready to go. That’s one of the
biggest differences between last year’s
team and this year’s — these guys
really want to be here.”

The victory extended Worcester’s
points streak to four games. The

» InThe News

Railers have earned seven of eight
points in that time and have 48 points
overall. That is five more than both
Maine and Trois-Rivieres, tied for
fifth.

Kulakov gave the Railers a 1-0

lead at 5:52 of the sec-
ond period as he fired
a 35-foot wrist shot
past Starrett through a
screen. Ashton Calder
set him up with a great
pass from the right side.
Repaci scored shorthand-
ed at 15:04 on a deflection
in close.
John Muse improved
his record to 9-3-1 with the win.
He stopped 26 of Maine’s 28 shots.
Worcester has earned 19 of a possible
26 points with Muse in goal, a .731
winning percentage.

The triumph sent the Railers off
on the longest road trip, time-wise,
in franchise history. They will play
six games in Florida, three in Orlando
against the Solar Bears, then three
in Fort Myers against the Florida
Everblades. Worcester will be gone
for 14 days and does not play another
home game this month.

Florida in February — almost
every New Englander’s dream.
Smotherman was asked if he was con-
cerned that the Railers will look at this
as a vacation, not a work assignment.

“One hundred percent,” he said.
“I’ve been the guy on the Florida trip
before. I know how that works, but we
trust our group, and that’s the other
part of it. They are professionals. They
need to be professionals. Everything
that we’ve seen so far is that they’ve
bought in and they want to win hockey
games.”

T-Birds wins on ‘Ice-0-Topes’ Night

SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield
Ice-O-Topes (22-19-3-2) rebounded from
a 1-0 deficit to knock off the Hershey
Bears (37-9-0-2) by a 6-3 score before
a sold-out MassMutual Center crowd of
6,793 on Saturday night.

Neither team could find a firm offen-
sive footing in the opening half of the first
period, with both squads going O-for-2 on
their first two power play chances. 20 sec-
onds after Hershey’s second man-advan-
tage expired, the visitors finally got the
game’s opening goal as veteran Garrett
Roe crashed the top of the crease to jam
a rebound through Malcolm Subban at
14:02 to make it 1-0 for the Bears.

The Ice-O-Topes’ second power play
came and went, but like the Bears, contin-
uous offensive pressure paid off less than
30 seconds after the advantage conclud-
ed. Adam Gaudette made a quick change
of direction at the top of the slot area
before funneling a shot toward the goal.
Zach Bolduc made himself available for
a deflection at the edge of the crease, and
the rookie executed to perfection, squeez-
ing it past Clay Stevenson to tie the score
at 17:48.

With the game tied at 1 after 20 min-
utes, the ‘Topes parlayed Bolduc’s goal
into a firestorm of offense in the middle
frame. It began just 2:55 into the sec-
ond, as Mathias Laferriere dropped a pass
in the left circle for Keean Washkurak,
who curled the puck to a better shoot-
ing lane and snapped a wrister through
Stevenson’s five-hole to make it a 2-1
game.

1:35 later, Gaudette was in the mid-
dle of the action once again. After Hunter
Skinner whipped a pass off Gaudette’s
foot deep in the left-wing corner, Matthew
Peca pushed a second-chance shot wide
of the goal. With Stevenson still try-
ing to recover back in front of the net,

Gaudette used the opportunity to bank it
off Stevenson’s pants and into the twine
to extend the lead to 3-1. With the tally,
Gaudette vaulted himself back to the top
of the AHL goal-scoring race with his
25th of the season.

After a quiet stretch of play yielded
nothing on the scoreboard, Hugh McGing
changed things with a determined rush
deep in the Hershey zone. McGing’s
pressure caused a mishandle between
Stevenson and Dylan Mcllrath, and
McGing was there to jab a backhander
through Stevenson, making it a 4-1 game
at 15:24. The pesky winger now has seven
points over his last seven games.

Former T-Bird Jake Massie gave
Hershey a much-needed reply with a one-
time shorthanded goal at 17:42, set up
by Jimmy Huntington, and the defending
champs were back within two heading
into the third.

Chances heavily favored the Bears in
the third to the tune of an 18-5 shot dis-
crepancy, but Subban and the defense bent
without breaking, and Will Bitten added
some extra insurance, beating Stevenson
on a breakaway backhander through the
wickets at 10:54 to make it 5-2.

The Bears’ power play would not
allow the game to end quietly, as Alex
Limoges redirected a Mike Vecchione
shot through Subban at 13:30 to cut the
lead to 5-3. However, in the end, the vis-
itors ran out of time, and Dylan Coghlan
snapped a 15-game goal drought by drill-
ing an empty net with 48.6 seconds to
play to make it four consecutive wins on
Ice-O-Topes Night for Springfield.

Springfield next takes its game down
to Charlotte for a two-game set against the
Checkers inside Bojangles’ Coliseum next
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 17-18. Puck
drop for both games is set for 4 p.m. in
North Carolina.

Local woman shares her TAVR success story during heart month

PALMER — When Beverly Flamand
of Ware visited her doctor about some
shoulder pain she was experiencing,
little did she know it would lead to two
other potentially life-saving procedures.
As part of a pre-op visit to have her
shoulder repaired, her doctor referred
her to a cardiologist to ensure she was
healthy enough to undergo the anes-
thesia and surgery needed to repair her
shoulder.

That visit to Grace LaValley, a car-
diology nurse practitioner at Baystate
Cardiology in Palmer, would help to
ensure that she was healthy enough
to undergo the anesthesia and surgery
needed to repair her shoulder. It was
during that pre-op visit that LaValley,
a cardiology nurse practitioner at
Baystate Cardiology in Palmer, ordered
an echocardiogram, a test that uses
sound waves to make a moving picture
of her heart, due to a murmur heard on
the exam.

“Grace explained that because I
occasionally experienced shortness of
breath, the test was a safe way to see
how well my heart was working,” said
Flamand. “It was the echocardiogram
that showed that my heart valve was
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not working as well as it
should. Grace explained that
a TAVR procedure was rec-
ommended and that I was a
good candidate for the pro-
cedure.”

Aortic stenosis is a
heart valve disease where
the aortic valve narrows,
obstructing blood flow from
the heart. It is often caused
by age-related calcification
or fusion of leaflets, congen-

o
A

Beverly Flamand

ital heart defects, or rheumatic fever.
Common symptoms include chest pain,
shortness of breath, fatigue, and faint-
ing.

“A Transcatheter Aortic Valve
Replacement procedure is a minimally
invasive alternative to open heart sur-
gery in patients with severe aortic valve
stenosis,” said Flamand “This innova-
tive treatment option has revolution-
ized the field of cardiology, providing
hope for patients who are not suitable
candidates for surgery. The procedure
involves a valve that is crimped on the
end of a catheter. This catheter is placed
in a blood vessel under x-ray. The calci-
fied valve is pushed aside and the new

TAVR valve becomes func-
tional.”

“We are now doing
more TAVR cases than tra-
ditional open-heart aor-
tic valve surgery,” said
LaValley. “This is because
TAVR has now been
approved for low-risk
patients as well, whereas
traditionally it was original-
ly designed for higher-risk
and inoperable patients.”

Many patients still undergo open-
heart surgery, often because their valve
isn’t anatomically suited for TAVR, and
surgery remains an excellent option for
some patients.

“I liked that I was going to have a
minimally invasive procedure instead of
open-heart surgery,” said LaValley. “I
was scheduled for the TAVR procedure
and was home just one day later feel-
ing great. However, a few days later I
experienced some lightheadedness and
went to the emergency department to
get checked out. The ED was very busy,
but they took very good care of me, and
my daughter was allowed to stay with
me. After a few tests, I was told that

my heart was beating too slowly and
that I needed a pacemaker. I trusted my
doctors and later in the afternoon, I had
the pacemaker procedure. Once again, |
was back home in one day, feeling even
better than before.”

“My recommendation to every-
one reading my story would be to get
checked out, and the sooner the better.
I got the best care ever,” LaValley said.
“The doctors and nurses were unbe-
lievable. They saved my life and have
helped me to be able to continue doing
the things I love to do, like be with my
family and my six grandchildren!”

LaValley, nurse practitioner, joins
Dr. Brian Laliberte, chair of Baystate
Palmer Cardiology, Dr. Zachry
Zichittella, and Elizabeth Jarry, nurse
practitioner, the team specializes in
both invasive and non-invasive cardi-
ology care, including the prevention,
diagnosis, and treatment of a wide vari-
ety of cardiovascular diagnoses includ-
ing hypertension, coronary artery dis-
ease, heart failure, and valve disease at
Baystate Cardiology Palmer. For more
information or to make an appointment
at Baystate Cardiology in Palmer please
call 413-370-7880.



BUILDING FINANCIAL FUTURES:
PV Financial Group’s Commitment to Trust and Personalized Service

In the ever-evolving world of finance,
PV Financial Group looks to stand out
for its unwavering dedication to building
lasting relationships with its clients. At
the core of the firm’s philosophy is the be-
lief that true financial success is rooted in
trust, communication, and a personalized
approach.

Trust Beyond Transactions

PV Financial Group takes a refreshing
departure from the transactional norms of
the financial industry. Instead of focusing
solely on transactions, the firm’s finan-
cial advisors prioritize cultivating strong
relationships with their clients. This com-
mitment ensures that every interaction
is characterized by a delicate balance of
care, skill, diligence, and objectivity.

Communication as the Cornerstone

The firm firmly believes that effec-
tive communication is the bedrock of a
thriving client-advisor relationship. PV
Financial Group’s comprehensive process
involves open and transparent communi-
cation to understand each client’s unique
financial situation, goals, and preferenc-
es. This commitment to communication
extends through every step of developing
and managing clients’ financial lives.

A Team of Professionals
PV Financial Group boasts a team of
trained and courteous financial profes-

sionals who collaborate seamlessly to
provide clients with the highest level of
personalized service. Through continuous
training, the team stays well-informed
and equipped to navigate the complexities
of the financial landscape. The courteous
approach reflects the firm’s commitment
to treating clients with respect and pro-
fessionalism.

Comprehensive and

Meticulous Approach
The firm’s comprehensive process in-
volves a meticulous examination of each
client’s financial needs and aspirations.
Financial advisors exercise balance, care,
and skill in crafting personalized finan-
cial plans, considering factors such as
risk tolerance, financial goals, and mar-
ket conditions. Diligence is a hallmark of
PV Financial Group’s approach, ensuring
thorough research, analysis, and ongoing

monitoring of clients’ portfolios.

Objectivity in Action

Objectivity is a guiding principle in
decision-making at PV Financial Group.
Financial advisors maintain a clear and
objective perspective, always acting in
the best interests of the clients. This com-
mitment ensures that recommendations
align with each client’s unique circum-
stances and financial objectives, fostering
a relationship built on trust and integrity.

PV Financial Group, through its cli-

MONEY
MATTERS

ent-centric approach, aims to be a reliable
partner on the journey toward financial
success for every client. With a focus
on trust, effective communication, and a
team of dedicated professionals, the firm

transactions. As we navigate the intricate
world of finance, PV Financial Group
stands out as a beacon of personalized and
trustworthy financial guidance, dedicated
to building a secure and prosperous future

for its clients.
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HomeSown Fnsurance ZZC

Quality, Integrity, Loyalty
Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

is making waves in the financial land-
scape by prioritizing relationships over

From Homes to Drones
and Everything in between -
I’ve got you covered

Looking for better insurance
with that HomeTown service?
Need help listing or buying real estate?

CALL TODAY!

Angela Goncalves

INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR
agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309 e F:413-895-5805

Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

THE REZ GROUP AT GALLAGHER REAL ESTATE

535 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
1252 Elm Street, Suite 28, West Springfield, MA 01089

413.589.1500

www.PVFinancial.com

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network® Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
Fixed insurance products and services are separate from and not offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®.
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The 2023 h._.i —
Tax Filing Season 1@ ™.
Is Here! s I OIR

In office, zoom or teleconference!

Whatever makes you most comfortable,
let us take the stress of tax filing
off your shoulders
and make your life just a little easier.

File with confidence with — = 'ﬂ‘ ' ‘;‘ =48
AJE Financial Services Old School or New Age,
AJE Financial is Ready for You!

Check out our website for more information

We offer in office, video, and telephone meetings as
part of our tax services. Our clients can forward their tax
documents securely via our online portal or drop off their
tax documents at our office. We can then schedule you an
in-office, zoom or telephone meeting to follow up and help
answer any questions you may have as we complete your

FINANCIAL SERVICES tax returns. We welcome the many opportunities available
' ' to meet the needs of our clients. Please check out the home
588 Center Street. Ludlow. MA 01056 page of our website for more information.
K 9
m 4:‘3(;1552;113;1 com We look forward to ‘seeing’ everyone
wwwaj ’ and we are ready for you!
N\ s

7 Months,
Zero Worries

Relax and watch
your savings grow.

7-month IRA D* 4.ib°/oAE*

v’ Predictable interest v Fully insured” v Peace of mind

GREENFIELD NORTHAMPTON

Cooperative Bank \[>’_ Cooperative Bank tomma e

MEMBER FDIC

LEm BestLocalBank.com e &

*Certificate of Deposit (CD), Individual Retirement Account (IRA) available for consumers only. Rates and terms are offered as of February 14, 2024 and are subject to change or termination without notice. Accounts
require a $500 minimum balance to open and earn ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD (“APY”) stated. Maximum account $500,000. APY stated assumes that interest and principal remain on deposit until maturity.
Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. See bank for complete details. All deposits including Individual Retirement Account Certificates of Deposit are insured in full, the first $250,000
by the FDIC, balances above $250,000 by the DIF.
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THE ROAD TO

The Benefits of
Using a Financial Planner

In today’s complex financial world,
many investors seek out financial planners
to help them navigate the intricacies of
personal finance. The benefits of having
expert financial help are manifold, includ-
ing investment advice, retirement plan-
ning, tax strategies and estate planning.

Most financial planners collaborate
with their clients to choose an asset allo-
cation that melds the client’s risk toler-
ance with their goals. After investments
are chosen, often the advisor plays the
role of cheerleader. Keeping clients from
making rash decisions and veering off
course from their financial plan may be
one of the most important roles an advisor
plays. All advisors have seen clients panic
and try to make changes to portfolios in
response to political or economic events
that soon pass.

Retirement planning may be one of
the most important acts that an advi-
sor can perform. Everyone would love a
stress-free retirement. A good planner can
help calculate how much you will need to
save to retire. He or she will also create a

strategy for claiming social security and
any pensions in order to meet retirement
spending needs.

An often-overlooked benefit of having
a good financial expert is tax planning.
Should you invest in a traditional 401k
or a Roth? When should you begin with-
drawing from your taxable accounts? Do
you have to pay taxes on social security?
When do you need to take Required Mini-
mum Distributions and are you taking the
correct amount?

In addition to all the above, proper es-
tate planning is imperative to make sure
that your assets end up where you would
like them to, with the least amount of
hassle. Do you need trust or is your will
sufficient? Is your house protected from
Medicaid in the future? Hiring a good fi-
nancial expert can greatly enhance your
financial life.

Securities offered through LPL Fi-
nancial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory
services offered through Trombley Asso-
ciates, a registered investment advisor and
separate entity from LPL Financial.

Insurance For How You Live And Work

Put yourself at the center of our network
and get a tailored insurance solution

' \\ j‘lx

BUSINESS INSURANCE

Essential Coverage For Every Business

PERSONAL INSURANCE
Protecting You At Every Stage Of Life

* Homeowners * Commercial Property

* General Liability

* Workers" Compensation

* Secondary Home & Dwelling

* Rental Properties/Renters

* Auto

® Personal Umbrella

* High Net Worth Insurance

* Boats, R.Vis Motorcycles,
Snowmobiles, ATV’s, Antique Cars

HUB.
Services
East Longmeadow

South Hadley — Ludlow
833-GoCallHUB

* Business Owners
* Business Interruption

* Professional Liability

Ve represent over 35 Personal Lines Insurance Companies.

This allows s to find the best insurance program for your needs.

As afull-sewvice brokerage, HUB New England has access to
the resources of a large, international company with strong,
local service and expertise.

NEW
South Hadley
Location

We also offer employee
benefits, retirement and
wealth management.

hubinternational.com
HUB New England
is the Largest Insurance Broker in Massachusetts

(f?*’mk‘x
' 5”»‘5 AS S
1 4
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TROM BLEY

OCIAT

“ﬁé:

Mike Trombley, owner

Investment and Retirement Planning

85 Post Office Park, Suite 8524 | Wilbraham, MA
413-596-6992 | trombleyassociates.com

What’s Your
Retirement Plan’?

Do you have a clear financial plan?
Are you on track to reach your retirement goals?
Our job is to provide knowledge and experience
to help make your goals a reality.

Trombley Associates has been advising
western Massachusetts communities for half a century.
We have a track record for success.
Whatever your circumstances, we can help.

Let’s start the conversation.

Barbara Trombley, owner, CPA

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

TROMBLEY

A SSOCIATES

Investment and Retirement Planning

DO YOU NEED
EXPERIENCED FINANCIAL HELP
WHILE NAVIGATING
YOUR DIVORCE?

Barbara
Trombley,

CPA, CDFA

Barbara Trombley
is a Certified Divorce
Financial Analyst (CDFA)
who specializes in helping
women understand
their finances during
this difficult time.

596-6992 | trombleyassociates.com
85 Post Office Park, Suite 8524 | Wilbraham, MA
Barbara Trombley, Owner, CPA, CDFA

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.
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© GSB Wealth Management & Trust Services

Why hiring our
Estate Settlement

Professionals
will help

When you choose our Estate Settlement Professionals as your
Personal Representative (formerly called an executor or executrix),
you can rest easy that your estate will be settled following
your instructions and in a timely and efficient manner. More
importantly, it will avoid the emotionally charged disputes
that often form between siblings, other family members and
beneficiaries, when one of them is put in charge of the estate.

A Personal Representative of an estate will have to navigate

a daunting the list of responsibilities and tasks. For an
inexperienced family member, this can result in missed
deadlines, increased tax liabilities, and long delays that can
draw the ire of other family beneficiaries. In some cases, the
situation can end up in costly, wasteful legal battles between
family members over the disposition of the estate.

As impartial and independent professionals, our GSB Estate
Settlement and Trust Services consultants will make sure
that your estate is managed efficiently, according to your
wishes without adding to your family’s emotional upheaval.
Call us today to learn more.

GSB

Wealth Management
& Trust Services

(413) 775-8335 greenfieldsavings.com

keep your
family
together.

Estate Settlement Tasks

. Entering the Will into probate, and
handling other legal requirements.

* Gathering all of the personal

property and arranging for support
of the family.

* Obtaining appraisals of required
property for tax purposes.

* Reviewing real estate records to

assure timely payment of taxes and
collection of rents.

e Evaluating contracts and leases
_to comply with all requirements,
including giving necessary notices.

. Inv_estigating and handling all
claims against the estate.

* Collecting all life insurance, rents,
and other amounts due to the estate.

o Prepgring and filing estate and
inheritance federal and state tax
returns.

. Paying related estate and
inheritance taxes.

* Preparing a final accounting of
the estate.

* Distributing the estate to the
beneficiaries as directed by the Will.
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New amendment added to gun bill by Velis

BOSTON - During the Senate’s gun
bill debate, an amendment by Sen. John
Velis (D-Westfield) was unanimously
adopted with bi-partisan support to cre-
ate a legal mechanism to ensure that
repeat violent offenders of gun crimes,
who have violated the conditions of their
release can be detained until trial.

The amendment, which was sup-
ported by both the Massachusetts
Chief of Police Association and the
Massachusetts District Attorney
Association, focuses directly on indi-
viduals without a license-to-carry who
have been charged with a gun or violent
offense, released following a hearing,
and who subsequently have violated the
conditions of that release by committing
yet another gun crime or violent offense.

“If we keep allowing repeat violent
firearm offenders who have no regard
for the conditions of their release, our
gun laws, or human life back on the
streets then we are going to continue to
see lives lost by senseless violence and

families forever devastated
by what should have been
preventable,” stated Velis.
“The violent gun crimes
that we are seeing and
hearing about in our com-
munities, are overwhelm-
ingly being committed by
individuals without a legal
license to have a gun, who
have a known demonstrable
propensity for violence, and
it’s past time that we had a
mechanism to address that.”

“l am fully supportive of this
amendment as it will give law enforce-
ment an additional tool in keeping vic-
tims and the general public safe from
those who repeatedly pose significant
risk to public safety. “ said Hampden
District Attorney Anthony D. Gulluni.
“We are increasingly seeing the same
offenders out in our community brazen-
ly re-offend and ignore our serious gun
and drug laws. This would be a signif-

Sen. John Velis

icant step in keeping law
abiding people and families
safe in their communities.”
In the Velis’s floor
remarks, he noted sever-
al recent gun crimes in
Western Massachusetts
that this amendment aims
to address, including the
arrest of an individual
charged with murder just
last week in Springfield.
The individual had not only
been convicted of a prior
firearm offense but was out on bail for
three separate gun charges at the time
of his arrest. Velis also recounted the
tragic death of an infant this past fall in
the City of Holyoke where an innocent
pregnant woman was struck by a stray
bullet while traveling on a PVTA bus
resulting in devasting loss of her baby.
One of the suspects charged with the
infant’s horrific murder was out on bail
for an unrelated open firearm charge at

the time of the shooting.

“We cannot lose sight of all the peo-
ple who live in constant fear of the gun
violence happening right outside their
front door or across the street from their
child’s school on a daily basis by the
offenders who are released over, and
over, and over again,” said Velis, who
noted that the City of Springfield’s shot
spotter had picked up 9 separate instanc-
es of gun fire on Wednesday afternoon,
including a couple hundred yards away
from an elementary school. “We have
an opportunity today that would send
a clear message to these violent repeat
offenders, if you are released for a vio-
lent crime or unlawful gun offense and
go back into our communities and cause
more of the same havoc you will be
detained until your trial, and we will not
let you cause more senseless harm.”

With the amendment included in the
Senate’s final gun bill, the legislation
will now be a part of the House-Senate
negotiations on a final compromise bill.

Trolley Museum looking for volunteers

EAST WINDSOR, CT -
Connecticut Trolley Museum will hold
a Volunteer Recruitment Day on Feb.17.
There will be two sessions to visit, 10
a.m.to noon and 1 to 3 p.m. Visit alone
or bring the family. There will be snacks
and refreshments to enjoy. Registration
is required at www.ct-trolley.org.

Join the Museum for our Volunteer
Open House. The Museum was founded
in 1940 and ever since than the Museum
has relied on volunteers who are enthu-
siastic about volunteering. Without vol-
unteers the Museum would not be able
to exist and serve the mission of inter-
pretation, preservation, and education of
Trolley History. Volunteers do not have

to specifically be enthusiastic about trol-
ley history to volunteer at the Museum.
There are many departments to fulfill
your volunteer need such as- Education,
Operating, Woodworking, Mechanical
Work, Restoration, Grounds Works,
Track Work, Signal & Communication
Work, Special Events, Clerical Work,
Tour Guides and more.

The Connecticut Trolley Museum
is located at 58 North Road (Rt. 140)
and is a short 15 minutes north of
Hartford or a short 15 minutes south
of Springfield. For more information,
please call our business office at 860-
627-6540 or visit our website at www.
ct-trolley.org.

HOLYOKE - Valley Opportunity
Council, which manages the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program pro-
viding free tax preparation to those of
low- and moderate-income, has begun
its 2024 tax preparations on Monday,
Jan. 29.

VITA in-person tax preparation
appointments are available from Jan 29
through May 15 at 35 Mt. Carmel Ave.,
Chicopee; 300 High Street, Holyoke;
and new this year, 20 Lathrop Street in
West Springfield.

To schedule an appointment,
call (413) 612-0206. Those eligible
for the VITA program must live in
Massachusetts with an income of up
to $60,000. Appointments are available
on weekdays, evenings and Sundays.

Certified volunteer tax profession-
als help qualified individuals prepare
and file basic state and federal tax
returns and prior year returns. VOC
also offers free electronic filing (e-fil-
ing) of tax returns, allowing for indi-
viduals to receive their refunds much
quicker than paper filings.

Valley Opportunity Council starts
2024 tax assistance program

The core mission and goal of
VITA is to assist low- to moderate-in-
come taxpayers in satisfying their tax
responsibilities and minimize finan-
cial hardships, in turn saving taxpayers
thousands of dollars in filing fees.

In 2023, VOC helped 743 indi-
viduals file their state and federal tax
returns through the VITA program.
VOC has been providing the VITA pro-
gram for 25 years in the communi-
ties of Chicopee, Holyoke, and more
recently, Westfield.

The Valley Opportunity Council
is the largest and most diverse
Community Action Agency in Western
Massachusetts with an annual budget
of $45 million. With this Federal des-
ignation, the VOC has established a
powerful network of support and col-
laborative services intended to encour-
age community members to actively
achieve self-sufficiency for themselves
and their families. VOC employs over
250 staff members and has 150 local
vendors, providing a significant eco-
nomic investment in the community.

Consider becoming an organ donor and help save lives with that decision

SPRINGFIELD - Consider adding
becoming an organ donor.

“Every nine minutes a new person
is added to the national transplant wait
list, which is already overcrowded with
more than 100,000 men, women and
children waiting for a lifesaving organ.
Over 40,000 transplants were performed
in 2022, a record year for transplants in
the United States, but many more peo-
ple could benefit from a lifesaving organ
transplant,” said Dr. Kenneth McPartland,
Medical Director, Transplant Division,
Baystate Health, in a press release.

Making your wishes known is easy.
If you would like to become a donor, your
wishes can be indicated on your driver’s
license, or you can register online atwww.
donatelife.net/register.

While doing so, let your family know
about your decision to become an organ
donor so that they along with friends
know and understand your wishes in
advance.

There are many common misconcep-
tions about donation that persist today.

Donate Life America offers the fol-
lowing facts to help you better understand
organ, eye and tissue donation:

* Anyone can be a potential donor
regardless of age, race, or medical history.

* All major religions in the United
States support organ, eye and tissue dona-

tion and see it as the final
act of love and generosity
toward others.

e If you are sick or
injured and admitted to the
hospital, the number one
priority is to save your life.
Organ, eye and tissue dona-
tion can only be considered
after you are deceased.

* When you are on the
waiting list for an organ,

said Nancy Dias, BSN, RN,
Living Donor Coordinator,
Baystate Medical Center.
Baystate Medical Center
offers many options in liv-
ing kidney donation. The
transplant program works
closely with the National
Kidney Registry as a Donor
Care Center of Excellence to
facilitate national exchanges
or kidney swaps, as well as

what really counts is the
severity of your illness, time
spent waiting, blood type,
and other important medical information,
not your financial status or social status.

* An open casket funeral is possible
for organ, eye and tissue donors. Through
the entire donation process the body is
treated with care, respect and dignity.

* There is no cost to the donor or their
family for organ or tissue donation.

e Information about an organ donor is
only released to the recipient if the family
of the donor requests or agrees to it.

“Deceased donors leave a legacy by
giving the gift of life after they pass, but
did you know that this gift can be given
during your lifetime? As a living kidney
donor, an individual can live a long and
healthy life with one kidney while giving
someone else a second chance at life,”

Dr. Kenneth McPartland

voucher donations.
Compatible and incom-
patible pairs can donate and

receive kidneys with one of the many
options available. Visit the NKR website
for more information https://www.kidney-
registry.org/.

Baystate Transplant Program offers
the only Transplant Services in western
Massachusetts for adult patients requiring
kidney transplantation. In 2023, Baystate
has performed close to 70 kidney trans-
plants, the most ever performed in a single
year since the program started over 30
years ago.

The program has over 150 patients on
the national transplant waiting list and is
continuing to find ways to increase access
to kidney transplantation.

Today, more and more people are
making a difference in someone’s life

by becoming a living kidney donor to a
patient on the Baystate Health waiting list,
an alternative to waiting for a kidney from
a deceased donor. More information about
the process of living donation is avail-
able on the Baystate Health Transplant
Program website at baystatehealth.org/
transplant.

Transplant surgeons use the latest
techniques, including minimally invasive
surgery, so that patients experience a fast-
er recovery and spend less time in the hos-
pital. In addition to experienced surgeons,
the Baystate Transplant Team includes
nephrologists, nurse transplant coordi-
nators, dietitians, pharmacists, social
workers, financial councilors, as well as
administrative and clinical assistants to
help guide patients through the process.

Living or deceased donor renal trans-
plants are offered as treatment of end-
stage renal disease.

Life is meant to be shared. It takes
only five minutes to sign up as an organ
donor at www.organdonor.gov/sign-up.

To learn more about becoming a liv-
ing kidney donor, call Baystate Medical
Center’s Transplant Program at 413-794-
2321 Option 2 and speak with the liv-
ing donor coordinator or sign on to the
Baystate Transplant website at baystate-
health.org/transplant for a confidential
screening process.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD

FURNACE. Call today 413.296- Call(508)882-0178
4320.
MISCELLANEOUS
FIREWOOD
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW,
FIREWOOD 3 sets of tires with rims 15} '94 Jeep

Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-

Fresh cut & split $200.00
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHIMNEY SWEET AND INSPEC-
TION, chimney liners and repairs.
Wood stoves, fireplaces, oil furnace

and boiler flues and cleanouts.
CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL!!!
413-282-8181
WESTERNMASSHOME
REPAIR@GMAIL.COM

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.

(413)563-0487

2024,
TAX TIM

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

a or An ih“‘uu
413-967-8364 R

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

EL =]
===
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE

A13-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

]

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

HOME REPAIRS AND REMOD-
ELING. Quality work. Carpentry,
sheetrock, flooring, tile, etc. Fully li-
censed and insured. Call Chris 413-
426-5160 for free estimates.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look
no furtherl PJ’s Electrical offers
fast and reliable electrical services for
your home or business. Call now for a
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING for
all your interior & exterior needs. Car-
pentry, woodworking, porches, patios,
windows, doors, painting, drywall, sid-
ing, landscaping, clean-outs. Compet-
itive pricing, References. Please call
Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement
windows & doors, roofing, siding,
decks, custom woodworking, drywall.
Full insured & registered 413-237-

2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
: oL Quabbin ————
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:

5 6 7 8 50,500

9 10 1 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base Price

2 S enn | 22 e e B an00

2 ety | 26 g | 27 etys| 28 ez | Hilltowns

Circulation: 9,800
29 Ptas | 30 Pasemon| 31 Botne | 32 B ss00
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 i | 34 Sestsoon| 35 P | 36 5| for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

37 Basgiase | 38 Sesetane| 39 Bastiaco| 40 i

Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard 1 VISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000
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MEDIATION

MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolu-
tion. Pay only if satisfied. Certified
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email:
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

WE DO LLC. Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Popcorn ceiling
removal. We treat your home like our
own homes. Fully licensed and insured.
Call WE DO today for a free estimate
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’'S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES.
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut.
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured.
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate,
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560
day/night.

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO FOR SALE

2020 RAV 4 XLT, silver, 35,000
miles, excellent condition, runs great.
Call 413-668-6718, must see!!




THE COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION -
HIGHWAY DIVISION
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC
INFORMATIONAL
MEETING
Project File No. 613320

Public Informational
Meetings (PIMs) will be
held by MassDOT to dis-
cuss the proposed Corridor
Improvements on High
and Maple Streets project
in Holyoke, MA. For con-
venience, the following two
meeting venues, with similar
contents, are offered:

IN-PERSON:

WHERE:

Holyoke Public Library

250 Chestnut Street

Holyoke, MA 01040
WHEN: Wednesday,

February 28, 2024

@ 5:30 PM

VIRTUAL:
WHERE: https://www.
mass.gov/orgs/highway-divi
sion/events
WHEN: Wednesday,
March 6, 2024 @ 5:30 PM

PURPOSE: The pur-
pose of these meetings is to
provide the public with the
opportunity to become fully
acquainted with the proposed
Corridor Improvements on
High and Maple Streets proj-
ect and solicit input. All
views and comments made at
the meeting will be reviewed
and considered to the maxi-
mum extent practical.

PROPOSAL: The pro-
posed project consists of
transportation safety and
mobility improvements along
the High Street and Maple

Street corridors from South
Street to Lyman Street in
Downtown Holyoke. The
project is still in the prelim-
inary design phase. At the
project meeting, MassDOT
and their team will present
the project scope, discuss the
existing conditions, and solic-
it feedback from the commu-
nity with respect to current
concerns and challenges on
High Street and Maple Street
from a transportation safe-
ty and mobility perspective
that will help to inform the
development of future design
concepts. Safe and accessible
conditions for all modes of
transportation including walk-
ing, biking, transit (bus), and
driving will be considered in
accordance with applicable
design guidelines.

This location is accessible
to people with disabilities.
MassDOT provides reason-
able accommodations and/
or language assistance free of
charge upon request (includ-
ing but not limited to inter-
preters in American Sign
Language and languages
other than English, open or
closed captioning for videos,
assistive listening devices and
alternate material formats,
such as audio tapes, Braille
and large print), as avail-
able. For accommodation
or language assistance, please
contact MassDOT’s Chief
Diversity and Civil Rights
Officer by phone (857-368-
8580), fax (857-368-0602),
TTD/TTY (857-368-0603)
or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights @dot.state.ma.us).
Requests should be made
as soon as possible prior to
the meeting, and for more
difficult to arrange services

including sign-language,
CART or language transla-
tion or interpretation, requests
should be made at least ten
(10) business days before the
meeting. If special accom-
modation is requested,
please indicate whether it
is for the in-person meeting
on Feb 28th or the virtual
meeting on March 6th.

In the event of inclem-
ent weather, a cancellation
announcement will be post-
ed on the internet at https://
www.mass.gov/orgs/high
way-division/events.

JONATHAN GULLIVER

HIGHWAY
ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE
CHIEF ENGINEER
02/16, 02/23/2024

Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee
of the Holyoke City Council
and the Planning Board will
hold separate public hearings
to hear a zoning ordinance
change proposal to allow can-
nabis businesses beyond the
IG zone and allow priority for
social equity applicants and
those negatively impacted
by war on drugs. Ordinance
Committee meeting will
take place on Wednesday,
February 28,2024 at 6:30
pm at Holyoke City Hall
536 Dwight St and can be
accessed remotely via www.
zoom.us Meeting ID 838
4251 5233 Meeting Passcode
202874 or by call in at
1-646-558-8656 with same
Meeting ID and Passcode.
Planning Board meeting
will take place on Tuesday,
February 27, 2024 at 5:30
pm at City Hall Annex, 20
Korean Veterans Plaza, Room

403, and can be accessed
remotely via ww.zoom.us
Meeting ID: 836 3939 8493
or by call in at 1-646-558-
8656 with same meeting ID.
To provide comments to the
Ordinance Committee, please
contact City Council Admin
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos
at Anderson-BurgosJ @holy-
oke.org or by phone 413-
322-5525. To provide com-
ments to the Planning Board,
please contact Jeff Burkott at

JBurkott@holyoke.org
Ordinance Chair
Israel Rivera
Planning Chair
Mimi Panitch

02/09, 02/16/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P0217PO
In the matter of:

The 2015 Gerald E. Kelly
Revocable Trust
TRUST CITATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition has been filed
by: Ruth Pinon of Suffield
CT requesting the Removal
of McClair Mailhott as
Trustee and Appointment
of Ruth Pinon as Successor
Trustee to serve Without
Sureties on the Bond.

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to
object to this proceeding. To
do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this

Public Notices ¢

Court before 10:00 a.m. on
03/08/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a written
appearance and objection if
you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objec-
tion followed by an Affidavit
of Objections within thirty
(30) days of the return date,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: February 09, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
02/16/2024

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning
Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Thursday,
March 7, 2024 at 5:00 p.m.
via Zoom.com; ID: 878 0431
1703 CALL IN *67 646 558
8656 to hear the petition of
Volta Charging, LLC who is
requesting a variance from
Section 6.4.3.6 (Electric
Signs) and Section 6.4.6.8 (a)
(off-Premises Signs) for the
property located at 28 Lincoln
Street, Holyoke, MA. (073-
00-034).

For a complete copy of the
application contact Planning
at 413-322-5575.

APPLICANT:

Volta Charging, LLC.

BOA: Josh Knox
02/16, 02/23/2024

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning
Board will hold a Public

\l/

cIl

ag

www.turley.com

ement

announcements

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

birth

announcements
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CAS FOR

AND RE AIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

AUTO PARTS

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW,
3 sets of tires with rims 157 '94 Jeep
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum
40 hours, rate based on experience.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and
trucks. Experience required, full time.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

SEASONAL SPRING &
SUMMER VACANCIES:

ADMISSIONS &
CONCESSIONS WORKERS
ASSISTANT CAMP DIRECTOR
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL UMPIRES
BASKETBALL SCOREKEEPERS
CAMP DIRECTOR
CAMP COUNSELORS
FENWAY GOLF PROGRAM
DIRECTOR
FENWAY GOLF PROGRAM
COUNSELORS
JUNIOR CAMP COUNSELORS
LIFEGUARDS
Looking for several reliable sea-
sonal employees. For application
and more information please visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.  Ap-
plication deadline 3/22/2024. EOE

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Call us at 413.283.8393

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications

offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Our advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Holyolke
Sun

Hearing on Tuesday,
February 27, 2024 at 5:30
p.-m. via Zoom.com; ID:
836 3939 8493 CALL IN
*646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance Sec 6.1.9, a
Special Permit to allow for a
common driveway located on
525-527 Pleasant Street (091-
00-073).

For a complete copy of the
application contact Planning
at 322-5575.

APPLICANT:

Alex Vilkhovoy

PLANNING BOARD:

Mimi Panitch
02/09, 02/16/2024

Notice of Public Hearing
The Ordinance Committee
of the Holyoke City Council
will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, February
28, 2024 at 6:30pm to hear
a special permit application
extension ACMIJ Inc to build
and operate a marijuana cul-
tivation and processing estab-
lishment at 532 Main St (026-
03-012) Meeting will take
place at Holyoke City Hall
536 Dwight St and can be
accessed remotely via www.
zoom.us Meeting ID 838
4251 5233 Meeting Passcode
202874 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same Meeting
ID and Passcode. For an elec-
tronic copy of this applica-
tion or to provide comments
for the public hearing, please
contact City Council Admin
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos
at Anderson-BurgosJ @holy-
oke.org or by phone 413-322-
5525.

Ordinance Chair
Israel Rivera

02/09, 02/16/2024

PHONE

413.283.8393

Fax: 413.283.7017
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

Editor

Gregory Scibelli
thesun@turley.com

WEB
www.sun.turley.com

E3 @The Holyoke Sun

The Holyoke Sun is published by
Turley Publications, Inc. e www.turley.com
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Executive Director of the Volleyball Hall of Fame George Mulry
welcomed all attendees to the press conference on the sports
complex in Holyoke.

COMP LEX, from page 1

4-star hotels here in Holyoke,” Chief Operating Officer
of the Project Andrew Melendez said.

Additionally, it is estimated that each visitor to the
complex will bring in $147, between going out to eat,
visiting the children’s museum in Holyoke and other-
wise supporting the local economy.

Overall, Ruiz estimates that this will be about
$100 million of privately invested funds into the city of
Holyoke, and that it will generate millions of economic
impact for the community.

“Holyoke is going to have a renaissance with this
initiative,” Ruiz said.

The indoor facility should bring in $15 million in
economic engine yearly and the outdoor facility will
bring in $26 million, making the complex to have an
estimated $41 million economic drive.

It will also bring many new jobs to the city. Just in
the first year of the indoor facility, it should bring in 12
full-time staff and 30 part-time staff.

“This is staff that will be making $100,000;

Director of Planning and Economic Development Aaron Vega
discussed the financial opportunities the sports complex
could bring to Holyoke.

$70,000; $80,000; $90,000,” Melendez said. “These
aren’t low paying jobs.”

Melendez also mentioned that they plan to work
with Holyoke Public Schools to ensure that students
have access to the facility for their training and games.

“Holyoke is going to have
a renaissance with this initiative.”

- Cesar Ruiz

Holyoke is a great city for a sports complex. With
its connections to volleyball, Holyoke already draws a
lot of attention for athletics. This complex will capital-
ize on that.

“Having a sports complex has been a desire of
many Holyokers from every corner of this city since I
was a kid, simply because we are a sports city,” Garcia
said.

Mayor Joshua Garcia showed his support for the sports

complex. Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

To ensure this project would stay on the right track,
Ruiz brought in Sports Facility Company, based out of
Clearwater Florida.

“They eat and breathe sports complexes,” Ruiz said.
“From 30,000 square feet to 200,000 square feet across
this country.”

This company has built at least 70 sports complexes
throughout the United States, and Ruiz has faith in their
ability to help bring the best to Holyoke.

“We’ve selected the gold standard of the industry,”
Ruiz said.

Ruiz’s goal moving forward is to finalize the sites
for the locations of the complex, ideally by March
in time for this presentation with the Massachusetts
Development in mid-March.

Then he hopes to have a beginning date of con-
struction in early 2025.

Ideally, Ruiz hopes to have the first ribbon cutting
for one of the locations by the end of 2026.

In the meantime, Garcia and others working on the
project hope to get a stakeholder group together so com-
munity members can weigh in on the topic.

ks Holyoke Pizza
1224

213 South Street, Holyoke
SAVE-A-LOT PLAZA

a413.532.6666

@ Ten Wings w/French Fries
$15.99 +1ax

@ Two 16” Grinders with
Bag of Chips & Can of Soda

$22.95 +1ax

@ Large 1 Topping Pizza,
Small Cheese Calzone
2 Liter Soda &

10 Wings $40.50 +7:x

in
Town

1)

Two Large Pizzas,
1 Topping Each & 2 Liter Soda

$30.50 +7ax

@ One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$30.50 +Tax

@ One Party Size Cheese Pizza,
20 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$41.50 +Tax

FAMILY
SPECIAL

Clipless Goupons - Order By Number
Lunch Specials
11AM-3PM ONLY

(Almuerzos Especiales)
LTI = 1 .4 $8.50
Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda.......... $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda..................... $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda.......... $10.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda.............. $11.75
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda........ $10.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Gan of Soda............ $11.75
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda........ $13.25
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda............ $13.99
10” Cheese Pizza.........ccveerrmrverssnssnsssnns $8.50 Each Topping $1.50
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Gan of Soda.......... $9.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda................. $9.99

EXPRESS DELIVERY TO:

Holyoke, Parts of Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE
www.holyokepizza.com
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The drawings were available to view at the press conference.

The complex would have multiple sports facilities and plenty of parking.

A rendering of the indoor facility being proposed.



