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HOLYOKE – In a bit of a 
full circle moment, as the city 
is preparing to name its first 
superintendent since re-taking 
local control of the Holyoke 
Public Schools, the original 
appointed state receivership 
has come back into the lime-
light.

On Wednesday morn-
ing, Gov. Maura Healey, 
who is currently running 
for her second term, named 
Dr. Steven Zrike as the new 
Secretary of  Education 
for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

Zrike guided the Holyoke 
Public Schools through the 

formative years of receiver-
ship. He was the first receiv-
er/superintendent in Holyoke 
and led the district unilateral-
ly after the state took control 
due to underperforming test 
scores and graduation rates.

Zrike led the district 
through the implementation 
of a turnaround plan and 
worked to increase graduation 
rates, reconfigure the school 
district, and increase overall 
achievement.

Zrike served the district 
for five years before depart-
ing the district. He led the 
turnaround of 11 chronical-
ly underperforming schools, 
improved academic out-
comes,  increased the grad-
uation rate, and  reduced 

chronic absentee-
ism. He also served 
as  Superintendent 
o f  S c h o o l s  i n 
Wakefield, Mass-
achusetts,  Chief of 
Elementary Schools 
for the Pilsen-Little 
Village Network 
in  the  Chicago 
Public Schools  and 
P r i n c i p a l  o f 
both the William 
Ohrenberger Elementary 
School and John Philbrick 
E lemen ta ry  Schoo l  i n 
Boston. He began his career 
as a fifth-grade teacher in 
Massachusetts’ Andover 
Public School District.

He was most recently the 
superintendent of schools in 

Salem.
N o w ,  h e 

will be the fore-
most authority 
on education in 
Massachuset ts 
wi th  h is  new 
appointment.

A c c o r d i n g 
to a press release 
from the gov-
ernor’s office, 
Current Secretary 

of Education Patrick Tutwiler 
will be stepping down from 
his  position  on Friday, Feb. 
13  to assume the role of 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Walker Therapeutic 
& Educational Programs.

“Dr.  Zrike  has a prov-
en  track record of improving 

learning for thousands of stu-
dents across our state and the 
country. From his time as a 
fifth-grade teacher, to princi-
pal and onto Superintendent, 
he has changed lives and 
inspired those he works with. 
We congratulate him on 
this new role and  can’t  wait 
to work together to  make 
sure every student has a 
high-quality education from 
early childhood through 
college and career,”  said 
Healey.  “I’m  grateful for 
Secretary Tutwiler’s  lead-
ership   as  Secretary of 
Education and his lifetime 
of service to the students of 
Massachusetts.  Together, we 
created nation-leading gradu-
ation standards, enrolled thou-

sands more students in early 
college, added thousands 
of  child care  seats, expand-
ed early literacy tutoring 
and made historic increases 
to college financial aid. But 
what  I’ll  remember most 
about Secretary Tutwiler is 
his unfailing positivity and the 
absolute joy on the faces of 
students across the state any 
time he walks into the room. 
We wish him the very best in 
his next steps.”

“I am pleased to wel-
come Stephen as our next 
Secretary of Education. As 
a former Mayor  of Salem, I 
know firsthand what a strong 
partner he is for our students, 

Grand coronation this weekend
HOLYOKE – The St. 

Patr ick’s  Committee of 
Holyoke will celebrate the 
70th annual Grand Colleen 
Coronation Ball  and Awards 
Dinner, an evening dedi-
cated to crowning the 2026 
Grand Colleen and recogniz-
ing this year’s distinguished 
award recipients.

Finalists for the honor 
of Grand Colleen are: Bridie 

Bowler, Jadyn Christie, 
Anna Evans, Paige Leahy, 
and Olivia Royland. 

In addition, the evening 
will honor the 2026 recip-
ients of the Committee’s 
annual awards:

• Citizenship Award: 
Miracle League of Western 
Massachusetts. Presented to 
an individual or organization 
that has made significant 

contributions to Western 
Massachusetts communities 
or to the Parade.

•  R o h a n  Aw a r d : 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti. 
Awarded to a person who 
has  made notable  con-
tributions to the success 
of the Parade and/or the 
Association.

• George E. O’Connell 
Award:  DJ.  O’Connor. 

Presen ted  to  a  Parade 
Committee member who has 
significantly supported the 
Parade’s fundraising efforts.

• Daniel J. Gallivan 
Award:  James Menard. 
Awarded to a long-standing 
member of the Association 
who, while not a Holyoke 
resident, has made sub-
stantial contributions to the 
Parade and its mission.

It is the 70th anniversary of the Grand Colleen competition. Last year’s winners and former colleeens pose for a photo.	 File photo
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HOLYOKE – On Feb. 
3, a couple of weeks after 
At-Large Councilor Israel 
Rivera agreed to a continu-
ance without a finding deal 
to resolve his drunk driving 
case, another city councilor 
filed orders attempting pre-
vent Rivera from voting on 
police matters.

Rivera was arrested 
in December for operating 
under the influence of alco-
hol. In the weeks that fol-
lowed, released body-worn 
camera footage made avail-
able for the public showed 
Rivera making racial slurs 
and making negative com-
ments about the Holyoke 
Police Department. He 
also threatened to cut their 
budget and said the police 
“don’t do (expletive).”

The  con t rove r s i a l 
behavior drew the ire of 

police unions in the city 
who not only wanted Rivera 
to recuse himself from any 
and all matters related to the 
police department, but to 
resign from the city council 
completely.

Upon the resolution 
of his court case, Rivera 
resigned as vice president 
of the council, and has been 
removed from the Public 
Safety Committee.

But Rivera also went 
on record and publicly stat-
ed he will not be resigning 
from the council.

Ward 5 Counci lor 
Linda Vacon filed an order 
introduced last week stat-
ing Rivera “recuse himself 
on votes affecting the police 
department while on pro-
bation & ethics/conflicts 
of interest complaints are 
pending.”

She also filed an order 

Order of recusal filed 
against embattled 
at-large councilor

See ORDER, page 3

HOLYOKE – Last 
Fr iday morning,  The 
St. Patrick’s Committee 
of Holyoke announced 
Holyoke High School 
seniors Marla Nieves and 
Joel Franco have been 
selected as the winners of 
the 2026 Grand Colleen 

Float Design Contest, a 
beloved annual tradition 
that blends Irish heritage 
with local student creativity.

The announcement was 
made by Bill Quesnel and 
James Menard, Co-chairs 

Float winners 
announced

See FLOAT, page 6

Dr. Steven Zrike

Serving the city since 1995

LOCAL NEWS.    LOCAL STORIES.    LOCAL ADVERTISERS.

Original HPS receiver Dr. Zrike appointed new Secretary of Education for Commonwealth

See ZRIKE, page 6

Joel Franco and Marla Nieves are the winners of this year’s St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade float contest. Submitted photo

Garcia signs M F M A
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent

H O LY O K E  –  O n 
Monday, Feb. 9, Mayor 
Joshua A. Garcia officially 
signed the Municipal Finance 
Modernization Act (MFMA) 
from inside his office at the 
City Hall campus. Also on 

hand to witness the signing 
of the Modernization Act, 
was several elected officials 
such as Ward 7 Councilor 
Meg Magrath-Smith, the 
Chair of the Ordinance 
Committee, City Councilor 
at-large, Patty Devine, who is 
also the Chair of the Finance 
Committee, Ward 3 Councilor 

Anne Thalheimer, Ward 6 
Councilor Juan Anderson-
Burgos,  City Councilor 
at-large Mimi Panitch, and 
interim city treasurer Rory 
Casey. 

The new law, which was 
recently passed by the City 
Council with an 11-2 vote, 
looks to tighten Holyoke’s 

financial operations under a 
newly created Department 
of Finance, which has been 
a point of ire among the 
Commonwealth’s Division of 
Local Services (DLS) for the 
past 20 years. 

In addition the newly 

See MFMA, page 10

Holyoke Mayor Joshua A. Garcia signs the 
Municipal Finance Modernization Act (MFMA) 
into law surrounded by his constituents.

Turley photo by Brendan Rooney 
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Learn about little-known abolitionists
H O LYO K E  –  O n 

Saturday, Feb. 28 at 11 a.m. 
at Holyoke Public Library, 
join us for an hour of inspir-
ing stories of commitment, 
courage, and resistance. 
Speakers Tom Weiner and 
Dr. Amilcar Shabazz will 
share from their recent 
book, “In Defiance: 20 
Abolitionists you were 
never taught in school,” 
which uncovers stories of 
individuals who risked their 
lives in the struggle to end 
enslavement. The event is 
free and open to the pub-
lic and will be held in the 
Community Room. After 
their talk, the authors will 

be available for questions 
and book signing.

Authors Tom Weiner 
and Dr. Amilcar Shabazz 
will offer an engaging dis-
cussion of their recent book, 
In Defiance, which uncov-
ers the stories of 20 individ-
uals who risked their lives 
to fight enslavement and 
serves as a compelling call 
for justice and the preserva-
tion of history.

The talk focuses on the 
lives and words of a few 
of these individuals, high-
lighting their courage, activ-
ism, and unwavering com-
mitment to freedom. Amid 
ongoing efforts to erase his-

tory, these stories serve as a 
powerful corrective—meant 
to challenge, inspire, and 
ignite action.

To m  We i n e r  i s  a 
Northampton-based writ-
er, educator, and anti-rac-
ist activist, and Dr. Amilcar 
Shabazz is professor of 
Hi s to ry  and  Af r i cana 
Studies at UMass/Amherst 
and former president of the 
National Council for Black 
Studies.

Sponso red  by  t he 
Holyoke History Room.

Recommended for mid-
dle school through adult. 
Light refreshments will be 
served.

Providence Place holding 
Spring Concert Series

HOLYOKE – If you 
missed our 2025 Fall con-
cert series, you do not want 
to miss out on our Spring 
2026 concert series. We 
will be kicking off our first 
concert of the Spring series 
on Sunday, Mar. 1 at 2 p.m. 
in our Mother of Sorrows 
Chapel at Providence Place. 
Providence Place is locat-
ed at 5 Gamelin Street in 
Holyoke, right behind the 
Holyoke Mall. The Mar. 1 
concert will include a per-
formance by the UMASS 
SIA Lambda Phi Chapter 

who will be presenting a 
variety of vocal and instru-
mental selections that fea-
tures music throughout 
history – from the classical 
era onward. This event is 
free and open to the public 
with ample parking avail-
able, no RSVP is neces-
sary. For more information 
on the concert or if you 
are interested in learning 
more about our retirement 
community, please contact 
Katelyn Bacon at 413-534-
9700 or email kbacon@
providenceplace.org.

Hibernians to lead Irish flag raising March 2
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 
James A. Curran Division 
1 and the Ladies Order 
of Hibernians Division 2 
of Hampden/Hampshire 
Counties will celebrate Irish 
American Heritage Month 
with an Irish flag raising cer-
emony at Holyoke City Hall 
on Monday, March 2, at 10 
a.m. at Holyoke City Hall. The 
public is invited to attend.

Hibernian President 
Joseph O’Connor will preside 
as Master of Ceremonies. St 
Patrick’s Parade President 

Jim Wildman, Parade Grand 
Marshal Michael Moriarty, 
Ladies Order of Hibernians 
P r e s i d e n t  M a r y  K a t e 
O’Connor, President Sean 
Cahillane of the Irish Cultural 
Center of Western New 
England all plan to attend. 
Piper Matt O’Connor will 
play the pipes at the event and 
Sheila Moreau will sing the 
American and Irish Anthems. 

Holyoke Mayor Joshua 
A. Garcia and City officials 
will also attend.

Some 31.5  mi l l ion 
Americans  c la im Ir ish 

Ancestry. The colors of the 
symbolic Irish Flag represent 
Green for Roman Catholics 
and Nationalism, Orange for 
the Protestant minority, and 
the White in between the two 
colors as hope for lasting 
peace between the two.

The U.S. Congress desig-
nated March as Irish American 
Heritage Month in 1991 to 
recognize the contributions 
Irish Americans have made 
to the country. The Ancient 
Order of Hibernians was 
founded in New York City in 
1836 and in 1880 in Holyoke.

Play fun tabletop games
HOLYOKE – Join us at 

Wistariahurst Museum for 
a relaxed tabletop gaming 
event for players of all kinds 
Bring your favorite games 
from home or jump into one 
of the tabletop games that we 
will have available for guests 
to enjoy. Whether you’re 
into Magic: The Gathering, 
Dungeons & Dragons, clas-
sic board games, or some-
thing new, there’s a set for 
you at our tables. 

A staff member will 
be present to host a fea-
tured “game of the month.” 
For February, guests can 

learn about Villainous by 
Ravensburger. Select your 
favorite Disney villain and 
compete with others in a 
game of strategy, schemes, 
and mischief. 

En t ry  to  Table top 
Saturday is donation-based, 
starting at just $1 per per-
son. Every additional amount 
that guests donate supports 
the museum’s programming. 
Registration is encouraged, 
but walk-ins are welcome. 
Come inside and roll the 
dice with us at Wistariahurst 
Museum on Feb. 21 from 12 
to 4 p.m.

$189
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/12/26-2/18/262/12/26-2/18/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. FROZEN COOKED

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS  ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN RIGHT NOW

ASST. PASTA MEALS 16 OZ ........... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB. BAG ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONESSLESS

WHOLE EYE ROUND BEEF ............

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$219
lb

lb

$299USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ROAST PORK LOIN 
LOIN END OR RIB END ..........

lb

lb
$699

$499

$169

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................

$298
lb

$1299
lb

BEEF
TENDERLON

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUTCUT
FREEFREE lb

$499
lb

$969
lb

99¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT CUBED .............
USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SHANKS ....................

SOUP’S ON!

$444
lb

  

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Sunday, 
Feb. 22nd

2-5pm

Jim McArdle & 
Jerry Murphy

Saturday, 
Feb. 21st

6-9pm

Jeff 
Blaney

Saturday, 
Feb. 14th

6-9pm

Frank
Serafino

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Public invited to annual St. Patrick’s Breakfast hosted by Greater Holyoke Chamber for awardees
H O LY O K E  –  T h e 

Greater Holyoke Chamber 
invites  the ent ire  com-
munity to its highly antic-
ipated annual St. Patrick’s 
Breakfast, proudly present-
ed by Witman Properties, 
P e o p l e s B a n k ,  H G & E , 
BankESB, and Greenfield 
Cooperat ive  Bank.  The 
event will take place on 
Wednesday, Mar. 18 at 7:30 
a.m. at The Log Cabin. This 
traditional gathering offers 
an opportunity for residents, 

business leaders, communi-
ty leaders, and community 
members to reconnect, cel-
ebrate local achievements, 
and honor this year’s distin-
guished award recipients.

The breakfast serves 
as a cornerstone event for 
the Greater Holyoke area, 
bringing together hundreds 
of individuals to celebrate 
the city’s rich heritage and 
vibrant future. Building on a 
year filled with meaningful 
community engagement—

including a successful Food 
Drive, numerous new busi-
ness ribbon cuttings, and a 
host of collaborative initia-
tives—the Chamber is proud 
to continue fostering con-
nections that strengthen the 
fabric of Holyoke. This year, 
the Chamber aims to make 
the celebration the largest in 
recent memory, rallying the 
community to support busi-
ness owners and civic lead-
ers as awardees. All are wel-
come to join what promises 

to be a truly inspiring and 
festive morning.

Award presentations 
will be complemented by 
a raffle featuring a variety 
of prizes. Businesses and 
individuals are encouraged 
to submit raffle prizes, fur-
ther highlighting their com-
mitment to the community, 
while attendees are invited 
to purchase raffle tickets in 
advance or at the breakfast 
to support the Chamber’s 
efforts.

Businesses interested in 
maximizing their participa-
tion are invited to purchase 
tables, ensuring strong vis-
ibility for their teams and 
organizations. Register now 
at holyokechamber.com as 
a guest or as a sponsor, and 
secure your raffle tickets to 
be a part of this dynamic 
event.

As an added highlight, 
crowd favorites Last Night’s 
Fun will return to perform, 
bringing atmosphere and 

entertainment to the break-
fast and setting the stage for 
a memorable celebration.

Attending the breakfast 
is an excellent way to show 
support for the Chamber’s 
mission of fostering eco-
nomic growth and goodwill. 
Whether you are a long-time 
resident or new to the area, 
this event provides the per-
fect setting to network, cel-
ebrate community leaders, 
and kick off the St. Patrick’s 
season in style.

Irish Night 
2026 set 
for Feb. 28

H O LY O K E  –  T h e 
Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties and 
Ladies Order  invi te  the 
public to attend Irish Night 
in Holyoke 2026 on Feb. 
28 at the Log Cabin 500 
Easthampton Rd. Holyoke, 
Mass .  Doors  open a t  5 
p.m. and dinner is at 6:30 
p.m.

The  n ight  wi l l  fea-
t u r e  t h e  Ke o h a n e  a n d 
Kenneally Irish-American 
band and a corned beef 
and cabbage dinner with 
ribs. The price is $50 per 
person and valet parking 
services will be available.

For  reserva t ions  by 
Feb. 24 call Joe O’Connor 
a t  4 1 3 - 6 2 7 - 7 1 4 8 ,  o r 
Fran Hennessey at  413-
785-5687  o r  on l ine  a t 
eventbrite.com.

Additional entertain-
ment by the Cassin School 
of Irish Dance and Piper 
Matt O’Connor. The night 
is in memory of Hibernian 
D a n i e l  P.  C u r r a n  a n d 
will benefit the Maurice 
A .  D o n a h u e  M e m o r i a l 
Scholarship.

The Hibernians wish 
a Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
to all.

Day Brook to 
hold concert

H O LYO K E  –  D a y 
Brook Village Senior Living, 
a locally owned, not-for-
profi t  Cont inuing Care 
Ret i rement  Communi ty 
located in Holyoke, MA will 
be hosting a concert featuring 
The Earls and The Pearls on 
Thursday, Feb. 26 at 2 p.m. 
in the Sheldon Dining Room.  
This performance is free and 
open to the public.  An RSVP 
is required; kindly call 413-
561-7958.

HMC to host cancer support group meeting
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Medical Center will host a 
Cancer Support Group for 
community members and/
or caregivers dealing with 
cancer. The group will 
meet in the Fran Como 
C o n f e r e n c e  R o o m  o f 
Holyoke Medical Center, 
575 Beech Street, Holyoke, 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

Da tes  the  suppor t 
group will meet include 
March 12, Apr. 9, May 14, 
July 9, Aug. 13, Sept. 10, 
Oct. 8, and Nov. 12. 

H o l y o k e  M e d i c a l 
Center will provide a safe 

place for active and surviv-
ing cancer patients, fami-
lies, and caregivers to share 
thoughts and feelings with 
others dealing with similar 
concerns and emotions. 

“Support groups are 
a safe place to talk about 
emotions and difficult sub-
jects. Our group members 
have developed a commu-
nity through shared experi-
ences,” said James Haskins, 
MSW, LICSW, ACSW, 
HMC Oncology Social 
Worker. 

The Holyoke Medical 
Center Cancer Support 

Group offers a light meal, 
along with education, activ-
ities, as well as facilitation 
of discussion around a vari-
ety of topics. 

Open feedback from 
support group members is 
encouraged, and a survey 
is provided at every group 
meeting to enhance future 
meetings.

P a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e 
asked to please register in 
advance to ensure enough 
food and materials are 
available for all. Please 
RSVP by calling (413) 534-
2543, option 5.
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HCC, NEPM co-hosting Feb. 18
free lunchtime talk on philanthropy 

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
at torney Gina Barry,  a 
1994 graduate of Holyoke 
Community College and an 
estate planning specialist, 
will present “Pro Tips for 
Savvy Philanthropy” during 
a complimentary lunch at the 
HCC MGM Culinary Arts 
Institute on Wednesday, Feb. 
18. 

The lunch, part of a 
series of “Inspired Giving” 
events hosted by Holyoke 
Community College, will 
run from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
at the HCC MGM Culinary 
Arts Institute, 164 Race 
St., Holyoke. The lunch is 
free and open to the public, 
but advanced registration is 
required as seats are limited. 

The event  i s  be ing 
co-hosted by New England 
Public Media, the local 
affiliate of National Public 
Radio, which saw its federal 

funding eliminated last year. 
NEPM Executive Editor 
Elizabeth Román, a 2003 
graduate of HCC, will speak 
about the impact of commu-
nity journalism and her jour-
ney from HCC to her current 
role.

HCC President George 
Timmons will provide wel-
come remarks.  

Barry,  chair  of  the 
Estate Planning and Elder 
Law Department of Bacon 
Wilson, P.C., will break 
down what donors should 
know about the shifting tax 
landscape.  

“Many people I talk 
to aren’t aware that recent 
changes to the tax code 
might affect their tax returns 
this year,” said John Sieracki, 
HCC leadership gift offi-
cer. “Combining forces with 
NEPM during these chal-
lenging financial times has 

been a great way to get the 
message out to our support-
ers.” 

Lunch will be prepared 
and served by students in 
HCC’s culinary arts program. 

Parking is available on 
site and along Race Street.

If the college is closed 
Feb. 18 due to inclement 
weather, the program will be 
moved online, and registrants 
will be emailed a Zoom link.

To register, please go to 
hcc.edu/inspired or contact 
John  Sieracki, HCC leader-
ship gift officer, at 413-687-
0322 / jsieracki@hcc.edu.

 In The News ◗

H O L Y O K E 
–  Mangia,  mangia! The 
United Congregational 
Church of Holyoke will be 
serving a pasta dinner with 
bread and salad at their 
February Community Meal 
on Friday, Feb. 13 at 5 p.m. 
A family movie follows 
at  6 p.m.  All are welcome 
to attend. 

 The Community Meal 
is hosted on the second 
Friday evening of each 
month at the church at 300 
Appleton Street. All Are 
Welcome to attend, and the 
meal is completely free of 
charge. The menu changes 
monthly; past meals have 
featured Thanksgiving din-

ner,  meatball stroganoff, 
hot dogs, sandwiches  and 
more. Parents must accom-
pany their children. 

T h e  U n i t e d 
Congregational Church 
of Holyoke is an Open 
and Affirming congrega-
tion of the United Church 
of Christ. We welcome all 
individuals, regardless of 
where they are on their 
journey. If  you’d  like to 
learn more about UCCH, 
please visit our website 
at  www.uccholyoke.org, 
find us on Facebook or 
Instagram, or call our office 
at 413-532-1483 Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m..  

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

 
 
 

2026 Cornelius J. Moriarty, Jr. Scholarship 
for Cadet Engineers 

 
Pursuant to MGL Chapter 164, Sections 69B to 69F, applications for 
a cadet engineer scholarship will be received at the: 

 
Office of the Manager 
Holyoke Gas & Electric Department 
99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA  01040 

 
Deadline: March 30, 2026 
(Applications will only be considered if received on or before the deadline). 

Application forms may be obtained from our website: www.hged.com 
or from high school guidance counselors. For further information, 
please contact the Office of the Manager, at (413) 536-9313. 

 
Applicants for the scholarship must be:
  

1) Residents of the City of Holyoke. 
2) Graduates of a duly accredited senior secondary school 

(year 2026 or before). 
3) Not less than seventeen (17) years old on their last birthday, 

nor more than twenty-five (25) years old. 
4) Accepted for admission to, or already enrolled in, an accredited 

community college, college, or university having a course of 
study leading to a degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering. 

 

 
Holyoke Gas & Electric 
99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA  01040 
(413) 536-9300 
www.hged.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com

Support Wheels of Hope Car Show fundraiser
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Wheels for Hope 3rd Annual 
Car Show Cancer Fundraiser 
would like to extend a heart-
felt invitation to join them 
in supporting this important 
cause. As you may already 
know, cancer affects the lives 
of millions of people around 
the world, touching families 
and communities in a pro-
found way. 

The car show fundraiser 
will not only be a celebration 
of automotive culture but 
also an opportunity to raise 
funds for cancer research, 
treatment, and support pro-
grams. The event will bring 

together car enthusiasts and 
community members and 
supporters of the cause for 
a day of fun, entertainment, 
and meaningful connections.

Individuals and busi-
nesses who share the pas-
sion for making a positive 
difference in the lives of 
those affected by cancer are 
urged to join. Support will 
help make this event a suc-
cess and contribute to the 
work being done to fight 
this disease. (Please note 
that any donations are tax 
deductible under Wheels 
of Hope Corporation EIN: 
33-4653136)

Your generous con-
tribution will directly sup-
port cancer research, patient 
care, and support services. 
Become an official sponsor 
of the event and receive rec-
ognition and promotional 
benefits in return for your 
support. Donate goods or 
services that can be used for 
the event activities, raffles. 
Attend the event: June 27, 
2026 High and Cabot St. 
Holyoke from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to con-
tact Carmen Rodriguez (413) 
210-8896 or email at cnro-
driguez1967@gmail.com.

Ms. Massachusetts Senior
contest orientation Feb. 20

HOLYOKE –  The 
Ms. Massachusetts Senior 
America Pageant Club is 
looking for their next queen. 
The pageant is open to 
women 60 years of age or 
older that may be interested 
in becoming a contestant in 
the next pageant. The pag-

eant will be on Sunday, June 
28 at Holyoke High School. 

There will be a contes-
tant orientation meeting on 
Friday, Feb. 20, 2026 at 1 
p.m. in the wellness room, 
2nd floor of the Holyoke 
Senior Center located at 291 
Pine St.

requesting he be removed as 
vice president of the coun-
cilor, by Rivera has already 
done that on his own.

The police department 

unions have requested a 
legal and ethical opinion 
from the city solicitor about 
Rivera’s ability to vote on 
any police-related matter. 
They have yet to issue any 
opinions.

ORDER, from page 1

Special performance of Elizabeth Freeman story
H O L Y O K E  – 

Wistariahurst Museum is 
excited to announce an 
upcoming performance shar-
ing the story of Elizabeth 
“MumBet” Freeman in cel-
ebration of Massachusetts’ 
250th anniversary. This 
historical  interpretat ion 
from Freeman’s perspec-
tive will highlight her expe-
riences and contribution to 
Massachusetts history. This 
event will be held Sunday, 
Mar.  15  du r ing  C iv i c 
Learning Week.

Elizabeth “MumBet” 
Freeman was  the  fi r s t 
enslaved African American 
to file and win a freedom 
suit in Massachusetts. The 
Massachuset ts  Supreme 
Judicial Court ruling, in 
Freeman’s favor, found slav-

ery to be inconsistent with 
the 1789 Massachusetts 
State Constitution. Her suit, 
Brom and Bett v. Ashley 
(1781), was cited in the 
Massachuset ts  Supreme 
Judicial Court appellate 
review of Quock Walker’s 
freedom suit. When the court 
upheld Walker’s freedom 
under the state’s constitution, 
the ruling was considered to 
have implicitly ended slavery 
in Massachusetts.

T h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e 
i s  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  t o 
Wistariahurst by Hidden 
Women Stage Company. 
Hidden Women helps his-
torical sites tell the accurate 
and complete stories of the 
past, ensuring all people’s 
narratives are represented 
and celebrated. Owner, and 

Executive Artistic Director, 
Tammy Denease,  is  an 
accomplished Historian, 
Artist, and Storyteller pas-
sionate about amplifying the 
voices of those who have 
been overlooked by history.

Immerse yourself in the 
story of Elizabeth “MumBet” 
Freeman and learn how she 
made history. Join Tammy 
Denease of Hidden Women 
Stage Company on Sunday, 
Mar. 15 from 1 to 2 p.m. 
at Wistariahurst Museum. 
Tickets will be available on 
Wistariahurst’s Eventbrite 
page. Sliding scale admission 
is offered for this event, with 
tickets ranging from $0 - $15.

This program is fund-
ed in part by a grant from 
the Holyoke Local Cultural 
Council, a local agency 

which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Council president to hold talk March 12
H O L Y O K E  – 

Wistariahurst Museum is 
hosting a talk with Holyoke’s 
City Council President 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 
during Civic Learning week. 
Getting involved with your 
local city council is a way 
to engage with and be aware 
of what’s happening in your 
city. Residents from Holyoke 
and beyond can take away 
information about civic 
engagement from Murphy-
Romboletti’s talk.

T e s s a  M u r p h y -
Romboletti is entering her 
third term as an At-Large 
Holyoke City Councilor 
and is currently serving 
her second term as Council 
President and is the first 
woman in the city’s history 
to hold the title. For seven 
years, Murphy-Romboletti 
led EforAll/EparaTodos 
Pioneer Valley, helping 
hundreds of local entrepre-
neurs—particularly women, 
immigrants, and under-rep-

resented founders—start 
and grow their small busi-
nesses. Before that, she 
guided the SPARK Holyoke 
initiative through its transi-
tion to EforAll and previ-
ously worked for the City of 
Holyoke in both the Planning 
& Economic Development 
Department and the Mayor’s 
Office. Her dedication to 
community empowerment 
has been recognized repeat-
edly throughout her career.

B o r n  a n d  r a i s e d 
in  Holyoke ,  Murphy-
Romboletti is a proud grad-
uate of the Holyoke Public 
Schools and earned her B.A. 
in history and sociology from 
the University of Delaware. 
She currently serves on the 
MassHire Holyoke Board 
of Directors and is an active 
member of the St. Patrick’s 
Parade  Commit tee  o f 
Holyoke.

Holyoke’ City Council 
holds hearings, passes ordi-
nances, financial orders, 

and resolutions, as well as 
oversees city finances. 
Councilors also address res-
ident concerns. City Council 
committees hold various 
duties including appointing 
municipal officers, approv-
ing municipal budgets, and 
approving laws. In her talk, 
Murphy-Romboletti will 
offer information on the 
functions of Holyoke’s City 
Council and how residents 
can get involved.

If  Not  You,  Who? 
Getting Involved in Local 
Government will occur 
Thursday, March 12 from 
6 to 7 p.m. at Wistariahurst 
Museum dur ing Civic 
Learning Week. This annual, 
nonpartisan awareness week 
brings together students, edu-
cators, policymakers, and 
leaders in the public and pri-
vate sectors to highlight and 
further energize the move-
ment for civic education 
in states and communities 
across the nation.

Rummage 
Sale at
St. Paul’s 

H O LYO K E  –  S t . 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
485 Apple ton  St ree t , 
Holyoke will hold their 
Annual Rummage Sale 
on Saturday, March 14 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
the auditorium.

There will be bar-
g a i n s  f o r  eve r y o n e : 
Clothing, housewares, 
bedding, towels, books, 
toys, and holiday and 
craft supplies. 

Free  ample  park-
ing is located behind the 
Church and all are wel-
come. 

For more informa-
tion, please contact Trudy 
Monson 413-335-1145 or 
call the  Church Office at 
413-532-5060.

Pasta dinner being 
served at UCCH

Elizabeth “MumBet” Freema
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
Can you help  me 

understand? 
I have paid into Social 

Security since I started 
working in 1978. I did have 
a lot of tax deductions, but 
I don’t understand why I 
only receive $350 a month 
from Social Security. 
Signed: Befuddled Senior

Dear Befuddled Senior: 
Your Social Security 

benefit is based upon your 
average monthly earnings 
for the 35 years over your 
lifetime that you earned 
the most while contribut-
ing to the Social Security 
program; however, your 
benefit isn’t based on your 
contributions to SS. Your 
average lifetime earnings 
amount is called your 
Average Indexed Monthly 
Earnings ,”  which  are 
adjusted for inflation for 
years before you turn 60. 
Your earnings, your net 
earnings if self-employed, 
are provided to the SSA by 
the IRS. 

Your AIME is sub-
jected to a formula which 
calculates your “Primary 
I n s u r a n c e  A m o u n t ,” 
which is the SS benefit 
you receive if you start 
benefits in the month you 
reach your full retirement 
age. Your personal Full 
Retirement Age depends 
on the year you were born 
which, if you were born 
in 1960 or later, is age 
67. However, if you claim 
Social Security before 
reaching your FRA, you 
will get only a percentage 
of your PIA, reduced from 
what you would get if you 
claimed at your FRA. 

For example, if you 
claimed at age 62, you 
would only get 70% of the 
amount you would have 
gotten had you waited until 
age 67, or if you claimed at 
age 63 you would get 75% 
of your age 67 benefit. The 
reduction is less as you get 
closer to your FRA; if you 
claimed at age 65, you’d 
get about 87% of your full 
retirement age amount.

You can see your life-
time Social Security earn-
ings record at your person-
al “my Social Security” 
online account at www.ssa.
gov/myaccount (you will 
need to first create that 
online account), or you 
can call Social Security at 
1-800-772-1213 to request 
an “Earnings Statement” 
be sent to you. That state-
ment will show your life-
time earnings by year, the 
35 highest of which were 
used to calculate your PIA 
(your Social Security bene-

fit at your FRA). Generally, 
your Social Security FRA 
benefit will be about 40% 
or less of your average 
indexed monthly earnings.

So, to recap, your SS 
retirement benefit isn’t 
based on your contribu-
tions to the program; it’s 
based on your average 
monthly lifetime earnings. 
If you had less than 35 
years contributing to the 
program, SS would still use 
35 years in the benefit for-
mula by using zero dollars 
in earnings for some num-
ber of years, which would 
result in a smaller AIME. 

Thus, if you claimed 
before your full retirement 
age of 67, your SS bene-
fit was reduced because 
you claimed early. And if 
you had less than 35 years 
of SS-covered employ-
ment, your AIME was less, 
resulting in a smaller PIA. 
And that is likely why your 
monthly Social Security 
retirement benefit is low.

One other thought to 
consider: if you are mar-
ried and your spouse’s 
monthly SS benefit is con-
siderably more than yours 
(e.g., more than twice as 
much as yours), you may 
want  to explore your 
options for spouse benefits.

I hope this explains 
how your SS benefit is 
calculated, but if you still 
question your monthly SS 
retirement amount, I sug-
gest you first obtain your 
“Earnings Statement” to 
review the lifetime earn-
ings SS has on file for 
you. If there are any dis-
crepancies in your Social 
Security’s earnings record, 
there are correction rem-
edies available to you. If 
that is the case, please feel 
free to contact us again for 
more information.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
d a t i o n . o rg / p ro g ra m s /
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  

Why is my Social Security 
Retirement benefit so small? 
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◗  Opinion

It’s been a fun cou-
ple of weeks 
in the realm 

of gardening! 
While I haven’t 
yet gotten my 
hands into the 
soil yet, I have 
been on the hunt 
for all kinds of 
seeds for the Old 
Sturbridge Village 
gardens:  those for 
obscure medicinal plants, 
unique heirlooms, and rare 
native plants.  

That process has led me 
to some interesting mail order 
companies that I’d like to 
share with you.

My mail order “go to” 
for herb seeds has always 
been Richter’s (www.rich-
ters.com) but when I couldn’t 
locate a few of the items on 
my list there, a simple inter-
net search lead me to Thyme 
Garden (www.thymegarden.
com).  

Their catalog boasts over 
400 varieties of herb seeds 
and more. The text doubles 
as an herbal encyclopedia of 
sorts,  providing the reader 

with cultural information in 
addition to loads of herbal 
lore. 

A paper copy will set 
you back $2.50, but you can 
get a digital download for 
free. It’s noteworthy to men-
tion that many of the seeds 
are harvested on the farm in 
Oregon. The company has 
been in business since 1989, 
and clearly knows their stuff.  

I  p u r c h a s e d  b o t h 
Jimsonweed and Cotton for 
the Paul Roger’s Herb Garden 
from this company.  

Prairie Moon Nursery 
(www.prairiemoon.com) is 
an excellent source for native 
plant material and seeds. This 
statement from their website 

gave me something to think 
about: “Native plants 

co-evolved with 
native insects 
and wildlife; 

they are deep-
l y  d e p e n -
d e n t  o n 

one another. 
These plants pro-
vide food and shelter 
to insects, birds, and 

other small animals, 
which in turn support 

larger predators. Native plants 
are the fundamental stepping 
stones of a healthy eco-sys-
tem.”

Whi le  many  of  us 
already enjoy growing native 
plants, the impact of doing so 
goes far beyond our ornamen-
tal gardens. 

Prairie Moon offers 
seeds, blended seed mixes, 
plants and more, and their 
catalog is free for the asking. 
You can also download a cat-
alog and cultural guide.  

Growing native plants 
from seed often requires spe-

On Dec. 20, compilers 
at the Athol Christmas 
Bird Count recorded 

a total of 58 species includ-
ing a Gadwall, a first time 
for this species during a 
Christmas count.

Male  Gadwal l  have 
grayish-brown heads, some-
times showing cinnamon 
on the forehead and faint 
purplish iridescence on the 
crown. Females resemble 
female mallards, but they 
have a thinner, darker bill. 

Gadwall nest in tall veg-
etation near water and show 
a preference for nesting on 
islands. Their choice of nest-
ing location gives them some 
protection from predators. 
Female Gadwall produce an 
egg a day and lay a clutch 
of seven to 12 eggs. To meet 
their demand for protein 
during this stressful time, 
female Gadwall eat more 
invertebrates than males 
during this period in addition 
to using reserves of nutrients 
they’ve stored in their bodies 
during the winter.

Their winter habitat 
is fresh and brackish wet-
lands with abundant aquat-
ic vegetation on which they 
primarily forage. Gadwall 
often snatch food from 
diving ducks as they sur-
face. Gadwall number have 
increased in North America 
since the 1980s. This is part-

ly because of conservation 
of their habitat, wetlands and 
adjacent uplands.

T h e  o l d e s t  k n ow n 
Gadwall was a male, and 
at least 19 years, 6 months 
old. He was banded in 
Saskatchewan in 1962 and 
shot during hunting season in 
Louisiana in 1981.

Christmas Bird Count
The National Audubon 

Society Christmas Bird 
Counts take place within a 
22-day period, there are 
many state count circles and 
volunteers must be avail-

able. Despite snowy weath-
er, compiler Jon Skinner said 
of the Groton-Ayer count on 
Dec. 14, “I was surprised 
that we were able to scratch 
our way to 81 species in 
such snowy conditions. It 
has to be a testament to the 
relentless nature of both our 
team and the birds.” Two 
new species were added 13 
black vultures soaring over 
Lancaster and a killdeer at 
Devens. Some of the other 
highlights were evening 

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
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By Ellenor Downer

Male gadwall

Online seed houses offer endless choices

See GARDEN, page 5
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Breezed through
  5. Consumer protection 

agency
  8. Criminal syndicate
 11. Moves back from
 13. Satisfaction
 14. Feel concern or 

interest
 15. Monetary units
 16. Congressman (abbr.)
 17. Israeli city
 18. Restaurants
 20. 2,000 lbs.
 21. Grandmother
 22. North, South and 

Central
 25. In an early way
 30. Foes
 31. Social networking 

platform
 32. Early term for 

basketball player
 33. Another name for 

sesame plant
 38. Disallow
 41. Provide greater 

detail
 43. Inaccessible
 45. Evoke emotions
 47. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
 49. Celtic punk rockers
 50. A fencing sword
 55. Actor Idris
 56. Affirmative (slang)
 57. Afflicted in mind or 

body
 59. One point north of 

northeast
 60. Born  of
 61. Social media hand 

gesture
 62. Hong Kong food stall 

__ pai dong
 63. Opposite of 

beginning
 64. Email function

CLUES DOWN
  1. Sign language
  2. Fashionable
  3. Borough in Helsinki
  4. Inability to hear
  5. More quickly
  6. An idea accepted as 

a demonstrable truth
  7. Shrewdly
  8. Rooney and Kate 

are two
  9. Mediterranean port
 10. Benedictine monk
 12. Midway between 

south and southeast
 14. Town in Galilee
 19. Satisfy
 23. Mice genus
 24. Brass instrument
 25. Chest muscle 

(slang)
 26. Transmits genetic 

information from 
DNA 

 27. Records electric 
currents generated 
by the brain

 28. Woman (French)
 29. Short route aircraft
 34. Pitching statistic
 35. Pointed end of a pen
 36. Popular sports league
 37. Body part
 39. Inoffensive
 40. Yellowish cotton cloth
 41. Feline
 42. Does not tell the truth
 44. Seduced
 45. Spiritual leader
 46. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 47. Repair
 48. Olive genus
 51. Swiss river
 52. Prejudice
 53. C. European river
 54. Keep under control
 58. Father

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

cialized treatments such as 
chilling or nicking and soak-
ing, so I’d definitely recom-
mend brushing up. I found 
Toothwort (at last!) and Late 
Horse Gentian, both for the 
herb garden.

Sometimes the tricky part 
about searching out heirloom 
seeds in the issue of cultivars. 
For example, I need a black 
flowered Hollyhock known 
scientifically as Alcea rosea 
nigra, yet what I discover are 
cultivars called “Jet Black” or 
“Black Watchman.” I want the 
original.  

Here is where seed sales 
at Monticello (www.monti-
celloshop.org) come in handy. 
Thomas Jefferson was an avid 
gardener, and the display gar-
dens around his estate high-
light many of his favorite 
plants.  

I was also able to secure 
seeds for unimproved ver-
sions of Rusty Foxglove 

and Black Eyed Susan Vine. 
Because of this good fortune, 
you will see authentic 1830s 
gardens when you visit the 
Village.  

There is no printed cata-
log to my knowledge, but the 
shop has its seed sales orga-
nized in a friendly manner 
online. Some seeds are even 
harvested on site.

Speaking of authenticity, 
it’s also important that we uti-
lize heirloom vegetable vari-
eties within our  gardens, so 
that you, the visitor, see the 
real deal, 1830s style. I’ve 
often ordered heirloom veg-
etable and flower seeds from 
Baker Creek Heirloom Seed 
Company (www.rareseeds.
com) and this year is no 
exception.  

Their big,  beautiful 
Rare Seed and Whole Seed 
Catalogs are free for the ask-
ing and seed shipping is free, 
also. Search over 1,300 seeds.  

If you can’t find what 
you are looking for there, 

hop on over to Victory Seeds 
(www.victoryseeds.com) and 
there will be more heirloom, 
open pollinated, non GMO 
varieties to choose from. I 
love the concept of Victory 
Gardens, and the company 
does a great job of explaining 
and promoting it.  

Victory Seeds offers free 
shipping on all orders over 
$30 and their website pro-
vides “quick links” to each 
main category for easy online 
shopping. They also encour-
age seed saving practices, 
which is neat.  

This summer, look for 
China Rose Radish, Tall 
Telephone Peas, Boston 
Marrow Squash and Long 
Green Cucumber growing 
in our gardens and used in 
our households. These were 
all purchased from Victory 
Seeds.           

If you are bored one 
afternoon, why not take 
a look at what these or any 
number of reputable seed 

houses have to offer. You will 
no doubt expand your plant 
knowledge while you expand 
your garden!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Being an advocate in the emergency room

In the emergency room, the 
health-care system’s short-
comings are laid bare. Not 

enough nursing staff, too lit-
tle communication, confusing 
interactions.

I have seen that effec-
tive advocacy, whether from 
a family member, friend, or 
professional patient advocate, 
can have a positive impact on 
emergency room outcomes. 
Caregivers, who are usually 
familiar with their loved one’s 
care and medical conditions, 
have the ability to act as advo-
cates and perhaps make up for 
some of the shortcomings we 
find in ERs.

The tips I will outline 
aren’t easy, and they some-
times run counter to the nat-
ural fear or even panic that 
accompanies a trip to the ER. 
But you will be doing your 
loved one and yourself a favor 
if you can remember them.

Evaluate whether going 
to the ER is necessary.

Patients present them-
selves at the emergency room 
with issues that could and 
should be handled by a prima-
ry care doctor or urgent care 
center. The result, of course, 
is an even more overburdened 
emergency room.

Go to the ER when 
there’s:

• Chest pain or pres-
sure (possible heart attack)

•  Difficulty breath-
ing (asthma attack, pulmonary 
embolism)

• Sudden numbness or 
weakness (stroke symptoms)

• Severe bleeding (uncon-
trolled, deep wounds)

• Head injuries with con-
fusion/vomiting  (possible 
concussion)

• Severe burn or frac-
ture  (bone protruding, major 
burns)

• Poisoning or overdose
• Seizure lasting more 

than 5 minutes
Bring a l is t  of  the 

patient’s current medications 
and allergies.

Electronic health records 
(EHR) have done a lot to 
improve coordination of care, 
but the various systems some-
times don’t “talk” to each 
other. Not only that, the med-
ications and dosages listed in 
an EHR aren’t always up to 
date.

Keep a list of current 
medications, including how 
many milligrams are pre-
scribed and the frequency, 
printed out and kept in a “go 
bag” that you can grab on the 
way out the door. This can 
save precious moments in the 
ER.

Understand the triage 
process.

People who need imme-
diate life-saving care, or who 
appear to be having heart 
attack or stroke, are con-
sidered Level 1 and Level 
2 patients and will be seen 
almost immediately.

Your loved one will be 
evaluated and, if it’s deter-
mined they’re not in immi-
nent danger, you likely will 
have to wait. If the wait feels 

too long, calmy and cour-
teously ask at the desk how 
much longer it may be.

Be able to summarize the 
patient’s conditions and what 
brought them to the ER.

The patient may be able 
to do this themselves, but I 
find they usually downplay 
certain things or even omit 
them. If your loved one has 
heart disease, diabetes, chron-
ic kidney disease, allergies 
and previous surgeries, the 
clinicians need to know as 
soon as possible.

Have the patient’s ID and 
insurance card with you.

One of the first peo-
ple through the door (faster 
probably than any doctor) 
will be from admissions, and 
they will need information to 
register your loved one as a 
patient: photo ID and types of 
insurance.

Also, if you’re not the 
spouse or the patient is your 
child over the age of 18, you 
will need their permission 
to receive medical informa-
tion from the clinicians. The 
patient can give permission 
verbally, but having a signed 
HIPAA form or durable medi-
cal power of attorney is better.

Be familiar with the 
patient’s preferences for care.

Some people don’t want 
blood transfusions. Some 
don’t want to be resuscitated 
if their heart stops beating or 
intubated if they stop breath-
ing. The best way to provide 
this information is with a 
living will or advanced care 
directive. Bring copies with 
you.

Make sure your loved 
one is comfortable.

If they need more pil-
lows or a heated blanket, ask 
for them. If it’s OK for them 
to drink water (they may not 
if the docs feel there may be a 
surgery), get them some. Talk 
to your patient about what’s 
going on, what’s being said 
to you and what they can 
expect.

When you hear, “We’re 
admitting you,” understand 
what that means.

Is your patient being 
admitted for observation, 
which may have an impact 
on insurance coverage? Is an 
in-patient room available, or 
will they have to remain in 
the ER? What unit will they 
be admitted to, for example 
intensive care?

Listen carefully to the 
discharge instructions, ask 
questions and take them seri-
ously.

The most common rea-
son people return to the ER 
is not following discharge 
instructions. This may include 
what activities to avoid or 
new medications to take. The 
most important instruction is 
often “follow up with your 
primary care doctor within 72 
hours.” Don’t brush them off.

It’s easy to feel lost in the 
ER. The staff is there to help 
you, so speak up as an advo-
cate and remember to say 
“thank you.”

T e r i  ( D r e h e r ) 
Frykenberg, R.N., a regis-
tered nurse and board-cer-
t i fied patient advocate, 
is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates.   A Monson, 
MA resident, she is the 
author of “How to Be a 
Healthcare Advocate for 
Yoursel f  & Your Loved 
Ones” and her new book, 
“Advocating Well: Strategies 
for Finding Strength and 
Understanding in Health 
Care,” available at Amazon.
com.   Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone 
consultation.

 In The News ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

GARDEN, from page 4

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TurlEy Publications, inc.
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Best popcorn in the Valley!

First run top movies all the time!

Luxury seating, fully digital.

Not just a theater... 

Your Movie Destination
Since 1989
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Contact Wendy Delcamp to reserve your space today
413-237-4245 or wdelcamp@turley.com

is offering our local businesses
an AMAZING opportunity to
advertise at a reduced rate!

ONLY $275!
this special section will run in 

ALL 3 PAPERS February 27 issue
The Holyoke Sun, Town Reminder, 

AND Chicopee Register!!! 

Ad Deadline: FEBRUARY 18, 2026
Quarter page ad (5.25" x 9.6") $275

Half page ad (10.75" x 9.6") $460
Full page ad (10.75" x 19.5") $650

$50 SPOT COLOR/$100 FULL COLOR

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

DON'T 
MISS OUT!

THE HOLYOKE SUN,
TOWN REMINDER, & 
CHICOPEE REGISTER

grosbeak in both Harvard 
and Groton, red crossbills in 
Townsend, Lapland longspur 
at Fitchburg Airport and in 
Ayer, chestnut-collared long-
spur at Fitchburg Airport,  
American kestrel in Groton, 
two Baltimore orioles in 
Groton, eastern Phoebe in 
Shirley, redpoll in Lancaster 
and a long-eared owl  in 
Devens. Species seen three 
days before or after the actu-
al count date and noted as 
such were chipping sparrow, 
brown-headed cowbird,Per-
egrine falcon and sandhill 
crane.

Bluebird
I received an email on 

Jan. 26 from Jeffrey Landry. 
He had a visit from a blue-
bird on Friday, Jan. 23. He 
thought it was either the male 
parent or one of its offspring 
from a previous summer. 
He said, “For several years I 
have called him, ‘Sunshine’ 
and he arrived at my feeder 
on a bright beautiful winter’s 
afternoon and this uncalled 
for visit was icing on my 
day’s cake.”

He offered to share this 
bluebird story. He said, “I 
was sitting on my meditation 
cushion yesterday watching 
my breath emerge from a 
deep silence and then gen-
tly return back into it. There 
was no counting, no manip-
ulation, only watching, only 
flow. After some time had 
passed, I opened my eyes 
because I felt I was being 
closely watched.”

“I have a bird feeder 
right outside of my window 
and sure enough a male blue-
bird or one of his offspring 
from a previous summer, was 

perched and staring directly 
at me. Two summers ago I 
named the parent bluebird, 
‘Sunshine’ and last May he 
returned to the same nesting 
box in my front yard.

Quizzically, Sunshine 
leaned slightly forward. He 
was amazingly close.”

“It was beautiful, glo-
rious to see his blue rust 
colored body outlined by a 
background of white snow 
still clinging to frozen lilacs 
and tall trees. The sight of 
this sent ripples of love, that 
became currents of joy, to 
course through me.”

“I felt a smile stretch a 
mile wide across my whole 
being. It was like being vis-
ited by a long absent friend. 
Within minutes this made me 
get up and fill another feed-
er with dried mealworms 
because bluebirds aren’t seed 
eaters like many of the other 
birds that seek nourishment 
here. Like my breath, the 
mealworms disappeared into 
a well of silence. A content-
ed peaceful silence that then 
took flight.”

Evening grosbeaks
A Cummington resi-

dent sent a photo of evening 
grosbeaks at her feeder. She 
said they are part of a flock 
that come to visit the feeders 
often.  

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing 
to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005. The 
Palmer office has a new 
phone system and I will be 
getting an extension where 
messages may be left. I will 
publish the number as soon 
as it is set up.

BIRDS, from page 4

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

teachers and parents, and I 
am confident his leadership 
will strengthen education 
across our state and build on 
the great work from the last 
three years under Secretary 
Tutwiler’s  leadership,” 
said  Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll.  “It’s  been 
a pleasure to work with 
Secretary Tutwiler, and I am 
beyond grateful for his 
commitment to the stu-
dents  across  Massachusetts. 
He will be missed, but I wish 
him the very best in his next 
steps, and I know he will 
continue to positively shape 
the futures of the students of 
Massachusetts for years to 
come.”

Zrike was elated to take 
on the appointment made by 
the governor.

“I’m deeply grate-
ful to Governor Healey 
and Lieutenant Governor 
Driscoll for the opportuni-
ty to serve as Secretary of 
Education,” said  Dr.  Zrike. 
“I look forward to continu-
ing to work alongside stu-

dents, parents  and educators 
across the state to ensure 
every student has the support 
and opportunities they need 
to succeed. I will miss work-
ing with Salem’s students, 
educators, and families; the 
lessons they have taught me 
over the past six years will 
be central to how I lead as 
Secretary.”

Commissioner  of the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Early Education and Care 
Amy Kershaw will  serve 
as Interim Secretary  until 
Dr.  Zrike  assumes his posi-
tion in March.

S i n c e  2 0 2 0 , 
Dr.  Zrike  has served as 
Superintendent of Schools 
for Salem Public Schools, 
where he led academic 
recovery efforts, strength-
ened educator support, 
expanded student-centered 
programming, and deepened 
partnerships with families 
and the broader community. 
He oversaw significant gains 
in MCAS achievement, 
expanded full-day pre-kin-
dergarten, reduced chron-
ic absenteeism to below 

pre-pandemic levels, and 
strengthened dual language 
and early college program-
ming.

D r .   Z r i k e   h o l d s 
a  Bachelor of Arts  degree 
in history from Dartmouth 
College  and  a master’s 
degree  and a doctorate  in 
education from the Harvard 
University Graduate School 
of Education.  He is  Cuban-
Amer ican   and  speaks 
Spanish. He lives in Andover 
with his wife, who is an 
elementary school special 
education teacher in the 
Andover Public Schools, and 
his children who attend pub-
lic schools.

The Executive Office 
of Education oversees and 
coordinates the work of 
the Department of Early 
Education and Care, the 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
(K-12), the Department of 
Higher Education and the 
state’s 29 public colleges 
and universities to align pro-
grams, policies  and resourc-
es across the entire public 
education system.

ZRIKE, from page 1

of the Float Committee, and 
Jim Wildman, 2026 Parade 
President, during a special 
presentation honoring the stu-
dents’ achievement. Marla 
and Joel were each award-
ed a $100 donation, framed 
portraits of their winning 
design, and the once-in-a-life-
time honor of riding in the 
tow truck that pulls the icon-
ic Grand Colleen Float in the 
73rd Holyoke St. Patrick’s 
Parade.

According to a press 
release from the committee, 
their striking design features a 
large, intricate Celtic cross, set 
against a dramatic backdrop of 
Irish castles, beautifully cap-
turing the history, elegance, 
and spirit of Ireland. The float 
will serve as the grand stage 
for the 2026 Grand Colleen 
and her Court as they make 
their way through the streets 
of Holyoke.

“This contest is one of 
my favorite traditions because 
it showcases the incredible tal-
ent right here in our commu-
nity,” said Jim Wildman, 2026 
Parade President. “Marla and 
Joel’s design tells a story of 
Irish pride and timeless tradi-
tion, and it will be a stunning 
centerpiece for our parade.”

More than 150 stu-

dent designs were submitted 
this year, representing every 
school in Holyoke, making the 
selection process both com-
petitive and inspiring.

“The level of creativi-
ty we saw this year was out-
standing,” said Bill Quesnel, 
Float Committee Chair. 
“Marla and Joel created a 
design that is not only visu-
ally powerful but also deeply 
respectful of Irish heritage. We 
can’t wait to see it come to 
life.”

S t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e 
Holyoke High School Dean 
Tech Campus will once again 
assist in constructing the float, 

providing hands-on expe-
rience and reinforcing the 
parade’s long-standing com-
mitment to education and 
community involvement. Also 
attending the presentation 
were Holyoke High School 
Principal Lori McKenna 
and the students’ art teacher, 
Giuseppe Duran, who have 
been instrumental in encour-
aging artistic excellence and 
student participation. 

The 73rd Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Parade steps off 
on Sunday, March 22, 2026, 
following the 49th Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Road Race on 
Saturday, March 21, 2026.

FLOAT, from page 1

Jim Wildman, James Menard, Marla Nieves, Joel Franco, Bill Quesnal and Giuseppe Duran.
	

Submitted photos
HHS Art Teacher, Giuseppe Duran, Joel Franco, Marla Nieves and 
Lori McKenna, HHS Principal.

Holyoke Community College 
hosts Black History Month events 

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College is cele-
brating Black History Month 
in February  with a series 
of events highlighting this 
year’s national theme: “A 
Century of Black History 
Commemorations.” 

Black History Month 
events at HCC will contin-
ue on Wednesday, Feb. 18, 
with a Harambee Celebration 
from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
in the HCC Campus Center. 
Harambee is a Swahili word 
that means  “pull together” 
or “unite.”  It’s a celebratory 
event that honors the contri-
butions and achievements of 
Black people. HCC’s event 
will feature food, music, as 
well as an open mic session.  

On Thursday, Feb. 19, 
HCC’s ALANA, El Centro, 
and SAMP programs will 
host a free screening of the 

2017 Academy-Award win-
ning movie Moonlight begin-
ning a 1:30 p.m. in Room 
301 of the Kittredge Center 
for Business and Workforce 
Development. Moonlight, 
which won three Oscars 
including Best Picture, 
follows a young African 
American man as he grapples 
with his identity, sexuality, 
and burgeoning adulthood. 

On Tuesday, Feb. 22, 
HCC’s ALANA Men in 
Motion program is setting 
up an on-campus barbershop 
that will combine free pro-
fessional haircuts for students 
with honest dialogue about 
being success in college and 
beyond as a man of color 
in today’s society. “Cuts, 
Confidence, and College” 
runs from 1-4 p.m. in Room 
233 of the Frost Building. 
The haircuts are being pro-

vided by Jose Dones, owner 
of the ParlorFaded Company 
barbershop in Holyoke. 

HCC will close out its 
Black History Month calen-
dar on Wednesday, Feb. 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., 
with “Lift Our Voices,” a pre-
sentation by Vanessa Ford, 
associate director of the 
Community Music School of 
Springfield, who will discuss 
defining oneself and owning 
your story.  

In addition, HCC’s 
Marieb  Adul t  Learner 
Success Center will host 
Black History Month-themed 
book readings, accompa-
nied by milk and cookies, in 
the Parent Learning Center 
(Frost 269) for student par-
ents and their children, on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 10 
a.m., and Monday, Feb. 23, 
at 11 a.m. 
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Lancers spoil Senior Night

Holyoke falls to Agawam
AGAWAM – Last 

T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g , 
Agawam High School 
girls  basketball  had 
one of its best perfor-
mances of the year in 
a 51-28 win over visit-
ing Holyoke. Isabella 
Laprise led the Brownies 
with a 15-point night 
while Sophia Laprise 
had 13 points and Carly 
Calabrese chipped in 12 
points. Holyoke’s Kyra 
Lippman had nine points 
while Genesis Rivera 
turned in seven points. 
Agawam is 6-11 while 
Holyoke fell to 4-13,

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
–  T h e  2 0 2 6  We s t e r n 
Massachusetts high school 
hockey tournament is sched-
uled to take place from Feb. 
16-19.

Six of the seven Berry 
Division teams will qualify 
for the Class A tournament.

The Berry Division 
teams, who are looking to 
qualify for the Class A tour-
nament, are Westfield, East 

Longmeadow, Greenfield, 
Minnechaug  Reg iona l , 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, and 
West Springfield.

The Westfield Bombers 
are the two-time defending 
Class A champions. They 
defeated the Greenfield 
Green Wave, 7-3, in last 
year’s championship match.

All six of the teams in 
the Fay-Wright Division will 
be competing in this year’s 
Class B tournament.

Those six teams are 
Easthampton, McCann Tech, 

Amherst, Taconic, Agawam, 
and Chicopee High School.

A g a w a m  d e f e a t e d 
Taconic, 6-1, in last year’s 
Class  B  championsh ip 
match.

The top two teams in 
Class A & B will automati-
cally advance into the semi-
finals. 

P r i o r  t o  p l a y i n g 
the semifinal round, the 
top-seeded team in Class 
A will be facing the sec-
ond-seeded team in Class 
B. The top-seeded team in 

Class B will also play the 
second-seeded Class A team. 

Those games will boost 
the team’s state power rank-
ings.

The other four teams in 
each of the classes will be 
playing in the quarterfinals 
on February 16.

The higher-seeded teams 
will be hosting the quarterfi-
nal matches.

Any of the quarter-
final games played at the 
Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield will be held 

during the daytime. The 
game times on rink 1 will 
be 11am and 1:30pm. The 
games on rink 2 will be at 
noontime and 2:30pm.

The losers of the quar-
terfinals will be playing 
non-playoff games against 
each other. 

The Class A semifinals 
are scheduled to be played at 
Olympia on Feb.17. The start 
times for those two games 
will be 11am and 1:30pm.

The Class B semifinals 
are scheduled for Olympia 

on Feb.18. The start times for 
those two games will also be 
11am and 1:30pm.

Both Western Mass. 
finals will be played on rink 
1 at Olympia on Feb.19. 

The Class B finals will 
be held at 5:30 p.m. followed 
by the Class A final at 8 pm.

The tickets prices for the 
semifinals and finals are $8. 
Tickets are available through 
GoFan Only.

There is not a different 
price for students or senior 
citizens.

A new look coming for Western Mass. hockey tournament this year 

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com
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SPORTSSPORTS

The defense gets set up for a play.	 Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Nayan Tabin gets around an opponent.

Devin  Velez  br ings in  a 
rebound.

Jordan King is pressured near the sideline.

Thomas Daisy heads into the arc.

Julian Fasoli enters the paint.

Sujelyz Peralta shoots for 
Holyoke.

Michaela Guzman one-hands a 
pass inside the paint.

Isabella Lachat attempts a 
free throw.

Genesis Rivera heads down the 
court to start an offensive play.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kyra Lippman takes a shot on the run.

H O L Y O K E 
– Last  Thursday 

night, Holyoke 
High  School 

b o y s  b a s -
ketball was 
defeated by 
Longmeadow 

6 9 - 5 2 .  T h e 
Knights got off 
to a slow start 
and were not 
able to come 
back despite a 
stronger second 

h a l f .  H o l y o ke 
got 20 points from 
Jordan King. Michael 
Medina scored 11 for 
the Knights, who are 
now 4-11 on the sea-
son.
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City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council as 
well as the Holyoke Planning 
Board will hold separate public 
hearings to hear a zoning ordi-
nance text change proposal to 
make the necessary changes to 
clarify parking on residential 
properties and create an enforce-
ment structure. Planning Board 
public hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, February 24th, 2026 
at 5:30 p.m. via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID: 870 5374 1582 
or by call in at 1-646-558-8656 
with same meeting ID. Ordi-
nance Committee public hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 24th at 6:30pm at Holyoke 
City Hall 536 Dwight St and can 
be accessed remotely via zoom.
us Meeting ID 829 8811 9233 
Meeting Passcode 749060 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 
same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
To provide comments to the 
Planning Board, please contact 
Brianna Tejada at tejadab@holy-
oke.org. To provide comments to 
the Ordinance Committee, please 
contact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org or 
by phone 413-322-5525.

Planning Board Chair 
Lauren Nile, 
Ordinance Chair 
Meg Magrath-Smith 

02/06, 02/13/2026

Notice of 
Community Outreach Meeting

Notice is hereby given that 
Rise Holdings, Inc. will hold a 
Virtual Community Outreach 
Meeting on March 2, 2026 at 
5:00 PM to discuss its efforts to 
add a medical marijuana treat-
ment center license to its existing 
medical and adult-use cultivation 
and product manufacturing fa-
cilities at 28 Appleton Street in 
Holyoke. This project will not 
result in any site changes.

Virtual meeting information 
is at the end of this notice. This 
Virtual Community Outreach 
Meeting will be held in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 
Cannabis Control Commission’s 
Administrative Order Allowing 
Virtual Web-Based Community 
Outreach Meetings and the ap-
plicable requirements set forth 
in M.G.L. ch. 94G and 935 
CMR 500.000 et seq. A copy of 
the meeting presentation will be 
made available at least 24 hours 
prior to the meeting by emailing 
p.silverman@vicentellp.com. 

Interested members of the 
community will have the op-
portunity to ask questions and 
receive answers from company 
representatives about the pro-
posed facility and operations.  
Questions can be submitted in 
advance by emailing p.silver-
man@vicentellp.com or asked 
during the meeting.

Register for Zoom Webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webi
nar/register/WN_MiY80Dwp

Tpyp13JgsmwFeQ#/registration 
02/13/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee of 
the Holyoke City Council as well 
as the Holyoke Planning Board 
will hold separate public hear-
ings to hear a zoning ordinance 
text change proposal to add a 
definition of “Data Centers” as a 
use, and to clarify that this use is 
not allowable in any zoning dis-
trict in the city. Planning Board 
public hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, February 24th, 2026 
at 5:30 p.m. via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID: 870 5374 1582 
or by call in at 1-646-558-8656 
with same meeting ID. Ordi-
nance Committee public hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 24th at 6:30pm at Holyoke 
City Hall 536 Dwight St and can 
be accessed remotely via zoom.
us Meeting ID 829 8811 9233 
Meeting Passcode 749060 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 
same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
To provide comments to the 
Planning Board, please contact 
Brianna Tejada at tejadab@holy-
oke.org. To provide comments to 
the Ordinance Committee, please 
contact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org or 
by phone 413-322-5525.

Planning Board Chair 
Lauren Niles
Ordinance Chair 
Meg Magrath-Smith

02/06, 02/13/2026

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – 
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A DESIGN 
PUBLIC HEARING

Project Description:
Westfield – Intersection Im-

provements at Southampton 
Road (Route 10/202), Servistar 
Industrial Way, and Barnes 
Airport Drive.

Project File No. 612600
 Design Public Hearing will 

be held to present the design for 
the proposed project in Westfield, 
MA.

WHERE: Westfield City Hall
City Council Chambers
Second Floor
59 Court Street
Westfield, MA 01085
WHEN: Wednesday,
February 25, 2026 @ 7:00pm
PURPOSE: The purpose of 

this hearing is to provide the 
public with the opportunity to 
become fully acquainted with the 
proposed project.  All views and 
comments submitted in response 
to the hearing will be reviewed 
and considered to the maximum 
extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed 
project consists of intersection 
improvements at Southampton 
Road (Route 10/202), Servistar 

Industrial Way, and Barnes Air-
port Drive. The intersection is 
proposed to be reconstructed as 
a roundabout. Bicyclists and pe-
destrians will be accommodated 
with an 8-foot wide shared-use 
path around the outside of the 
roundabout in accordance with 
applicable design guides. 

A secure right-of-way is nec-
essary for this project. Acqui-
sitions in fee and permanent or 
temporary easements may be re-
quired. The State is responsible 
for acquiring all needed rights 
in private or public lands. Mass-
DOT’s policy concerning land 
acquisitions will be presented in 
the hearing.

Project inquiries, written state-
ments and other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed undertaking 
may be submitted to Carrie E. 
Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer, 
via e-mail to MassDOTProject
Management@dot.state.ma.us 
or via US Mail to Suite 7550, 10 
Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116, 
Attention: Project Management, 
Project File No. 612600. State-
ments and exhibits intended for 
inclusion in the public hearing 
transcript must be emailed or 
postmarked no later than ten (10) 
business days (14 calendar days) 
after the hearing is hosted on the 
MassDOT website listed below.  

 This hearing is accessible to 
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides  reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language 
assistance free of charge  upon 
request (e.g interpreters in Amer-
ican Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English, live 
captioning, videos, assistive lis-
tening devices and alternate ma-
terial formats), as available.  For 
accommodation or  language 
assistance, please contact Mass-
DOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil 
Rights Officer by phone (857-
368-8580), TTD/TTY at (857) 
266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602 
or by email (MassDOT.Civil
Rights@dot.state.ma.us). Re-
quests should be made as soon as 
possible and prior to the hearing, 
and for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-language, 
CART or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should be 
made at least ten business days 
before the hearing.  

In case of inclement weather, 
a cancellation announcement 
will be posted on the internet 
at https://www.mass.gov/orgs/
highway-division/events. 

JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
CHIEF ENGINEER

02/13, 02/20/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD24P1714EA
Estate of: 

Liefia P Laptas 
Date of Death: 03/06/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Represen-
tative has been filed by Robert 
M Laptas of Springfield, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Robert M Laptas of Spring-
field, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/09/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 09, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25P1689EA

In the matter of: 

Terry Lee Noes 
TRUST CITATION 

To all interested persons: 
A Petition has been filed by: 

Michael L. Noes of Westfield, 
MA requesting Confirm that 
the 999 North Street Extension 
Trust is valid and that a copy is 
sufficient. Confirm that Michael 
Lee Noes is the Successor 
Trustee and sole Beneficiary of 
said Trust and has the authority 
to direct the sale of the proper-
ty. All as more fully set forth in 
said petition .

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on 03/09/2026. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.  

Wi t n e s s ,  C l a u d i n e  T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 11, 2023

Rosemary A Saccomani, 
Register of Probate

02/13/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0260EA
Estate of: 

Anthony F. Piaggi 
Date of Death: 12/23/2025 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Maxyne 
Schneider, SSJ of Holyoke, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Maxyne Schneider, SSJ of 
Holyoke, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 

formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
02/13/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0271EA 
Estate of: 

Augustin S Santiago 
Also known as: 

Augustin Santiago 
Date of Death: 06/11/2014
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Lim-

ited Formal Testacy and/or 
Appointment has been filed by 
Ramonita Santiago of Holyoke, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 03/09/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 11, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2026

◗  Public Notices

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke SunPublic Notices

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

◗  Sports

TORONTO, ON  – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(16-24-4-2) fell by a final 
score of 5-1 to the Toronto 
Marl ies  (23-15-4-3)  on 
Saturday inside Coca-Cola 
Coliseum in what proved to 
be one of the nastiest games 
of the season.

Simmering tens ions 
boiled over from the open-
ing drop of the puck on this 
night, a result of an alterca-
tion in the clubs’ prior meet-
ing on Jan. 23. In that con-
test, Marshall Rifai of the 

Marlies fought Springfield’s 
Simon Robertsson and threw 
multiple punches at a vul-
nerable Robertsson when he 
was lying prone on the ice. 
Robertsson has yet to play in 
a game since. 

On this day, Steve Ott 
chose to start Kale Kessy for 
the opening puck drop, and 
Kessy immediately dropped 
the mitts with Rifai, which 
lit the fuse for three separate 
fights between the foes in the 
opening 15 seconds, resulting 
in 37 combined penalty min-

utes, plus a game misconduct 
to Toronto defenseman Blake 
Smith. 

Once the dust from the 
altercations subsided, the 
Marlies quickly threw their 
own punches on the score-
sheet, beginning with Vinni 
Lettieri snapping a shot past 
Vadim Zherenko on the 
blocker side just 1:12 into the 
contest, giving Toronto the 
1-0 advantage on a 4-on-4 
goal. 

Springfield’s power play 
had a tough go to begin the 

night, failing to connect on a 
three-minute power play from 
the remnants of Smith’s pen-
alty time. Despite outshoot-
ing Toronto 15-5 in the peri-
od, the T-Birds’ deficit grew 
as Logan Shaw and Michael 
Pezzetta each beat Zherenko 
just 1:22 apart, and with just 
over five minutes left in the 
first, it was 3-0, and Georgi 
Romanov was summoned to 
replace Zherenko in the net. 

Romanov more than did 
his part as the game moved 
to the second, as Romanov 

denied 14 Toronto offerings 
in the period and helped 
Springfield kill off a Marlie 
power play in the process. 

After nearly 120 minutes 
without a goal, former Marlie 
Calle Rosen finally got 
Springfield on the scoresheet 
with just 10 seconds left in 
the period, as he sneaked 
down the left wing and 
slammed a shot through Artur 
Akhtyamov on Springfield’s 
26th shot of the night to make 
it a 3-1 game into intermis-
sion. 

However, the T-Birds did 
not have any offensive juice 
left in the tank in the third, 
and Romanov finally relent-
ed a power-play goal to Luke 
Haymes past the midpoint 
of the third, which restored 
Toronto’s three-goal advan-
tage, 4-1. Romanov finished 
his terrific night in relief with 
26 saves on 27 shots. Bo 
Groulx would add an emp-
ty-netter with the T-Birds 
skating 5-on-4 with the extra 
skater to round out the scor-
ing.

Springfield Thunderbirds suffer loss to Toronto Marlies
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, 
jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &         
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – 
Oil and Gas, AC service also. 

413-222-2904 Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HEALTH CARE

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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$33.00
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$33.50
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$34.00
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$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

SEEKING PERSONAL 
CARE ATTENDANT. 

$20/per hour with benefits. 
Part-Time/Full Time. No experience 
necessary. Serious inquiries only. 

Call/text 413-813-5282/Warren. 
Must pass Cori.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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1650 Northampton Street, Holyoke, MA 01040  |  413.568.1911   |  westfieldbank.com

 

Better Banking begins  
with great people.

In Holyoke, better banking begins with Branch Manager Greg Musante and Assistant Branch Manager Leslie Santiago.

They know the Greater Holyoke area, and the people who call it home. Whether you prefer to bank online, on your 
phone, or in person, you’ll enjoy personal service, modern convenience, and a genuine commitment to your success.

Stop by 1650 Northampton Street in Holyoke or visit westfieldbank.com/location/holyoke to get started.

Westfield Bank. What better banking’s all about.

◗  In The News

es tab l i shed  depar tment 
will be led by a Chief 
Administrative and Financial 
Officer (CAFO), a position in 
which the mayor revealed that 
is now open for recruitment 
across the Commonwealth, 
and will also include the con-
solidation of the city treasur-
er, collector positions taking 
shape, along with the appoint-
ment of a new comptroller, 
finance analyst, and auditor 
being brought on to devel-
op a key shift to to strength-
en accountability and over-
sight balance between the 
Executive and Legislative 
branches of our government, 
“Garcia admitted

While at the podium, 
Garcia opened by pivoting his 
focus to expressing a point of 
gratitude to declare this was 
the ‘first step’ toward achiev-
ing good governance, and 
helping restructure the finan-
cial integrity of the commu-
nity.

“I’m proud to announce 
the Holyoke City Council 
has finally passed the munic-
ipal finance modernization 
act,” the mayor said. “It’s 
something I campaigned on 
when I ran for mayor and 
won. Four years later, here 
we are,” Garcia said. “This 
landmark legislation not only 
represents a major step for-
ward in how we handle the 
city’s finances, but it also con-
solidates scattered responsi-
bilities, strengthens internal 

controls, reduces liabilities, 
and will improve efficiency, 
and ensure we make informed 
decisions that will continue 
to benefit our community and 
the voter-appointed shift that 
transpired this past election,” 
Garcia added.  

Once the mayor con-
cluded his thoughts, Magrath-
Smith took to the podium to 
discuss the importance of 
this law being passed, as she 
noted it’s been a long time 
coming, while quelling the 
lingering concern brought 
forth by the DLS, which has 
lingered for more than 20 
years, as mentioned prior. 

“This past vote matters 
because it closes a loop that 
has been open for decades,” 
Magrath-Smith said. “For 
more than 20 years, across 
four mayors, and multiple 
councils, the city of Holyoke 
has been told the same thing 
by DLS, financial structure 
fragmented, accountabil-
ity was unclear and respon-
sibility was shared in ways 
that made oversight nearly 
impossible.” Magrath-Smith 
then noted that the recom-
mendation among all parties 
remained the same, which 
was predicated on the con-
science decision to “consoli-
date, modernize, and tighten 
internal controls, all elements 
that the Municipal Finance 
Modernization Act achieves,” 
Magrath-Smith added. She 
also revealed that the new law 
will align budgeting, account-
ing, treasury, collections, 

and procurement all under 
one coordinated team, led by 
Garcia. Magrath-Smith then 
noted that the value of each 
decision going forward will 
be integral in restoring the 
foundation and partnership 
between local government 
municipalities and the pub-
lic’s trust. 

“This is about systems. 
Our residents expect us to run 
a fully functional government, 
to safeguard public dollars, 
and to plan responsibly for the 
future; that is our job. And in 
this vote, the council deliv-
ered, but let it be known our 
work is not finished, the coun-
cil’s next role is to advance 
the necessary charter changes, 
oversee a careful and trans-
parent transition and continue 
our responsibility for strong 
legislation oversight, and 
other words this vote marks 
a turning point, and there is 
a lot of work to be done, and 
we are committed to doing it,” 
Magrath-Smith said. 

Casey offered a bit more 
insight into how this law 
came into focus. 

“It’s an amazing feeling 
to know this has been final-
ly passed, and this is some-
thing the state has been rec-
ommending for close to 20 
years, and it’s attempted a 
number of times over that 
period, unsuccessfully,” Casey 
noted. He then provided an 
ode of gratitude to the leader-
ship of City Council President 
Tessa-Murphy Romboletti, 
whom Casey revealed was 

the MFMA was first brought 
to the chamber floor during 
her first-ever council meeting, 
which got things in motion. 

“It  started with the 
removal of treasurer from 
being an elected position to 
being an appointed position, 
and in terms of some of the 
issues we have encountered 
these past few years, we 
are happy to report we are 
making great strides recent-
ly,” Casey said. “I want to 
reveal that the state appoint-
ed Clifton Larson Allen to 
come in and assist with mak-
ing progress on our backlog 
of audits, and it’s something 
that the mayor and I wel-
comed with open arms.” He 
then confirmed that the 2023 
audit has been completed, and 
provided an update that offi-
cials among his staff in the 
finance department expect 
to have the 2024 and 2025 
audits wrapped up by the end 
of the current fiscal year. “In 
the grand scheme of things, 
this will get us back on track, 
which is the most important 
thing, so that whoever is the 
new treasurer and collector is 
not left with the same mess 
that I inherited, and the same 
mess that previous treasurers 
also inherited,” Casey said. 
“This will all be done by 
leveraging technology, reor-
ganizing staff positions, and 
utilizing additional support.” 

Casey also revealed 
that the next morning, after 
the vote, he and the finance 
team met to draft and imple-

ment new plans centered on 
the priority of cross-training 
staff and organizing staff to 
be ready for the new changes 
set to take place in the coming 
months. He also highlighted 
the shift in perception that 
is set to take place with the 
implementation of this new 
law. 

“The public will start 
seeing a city government 
that is functioning in the 21st 
century, and the most visible 
thing they will be able to see 
is when free cash is certified 
later this fiscal year, which 
will be two years worth of 
free cash, which should be a 
very healthy amount of free 
cash for the mayor and coun-
cil to appropriate as they see 
fit, and in accordance in with 
the new financial policies that 
were codified, two years ago 
by the council,” Casey said. 
“The most visible thing res-
idents will see is they won’t 
hear about this in the press 
any longer, and they will see 
everything being done like 
clockwork.” Casey then added 
that it’s necessary to stress 
the importance of ensur-
ing that the current percep-
tion of Holyoke being a great 
place to live, work, and play 
remains intact, because with 
this new shift, the mayor’s 
office can now dedicate more 
time to public projects.

“When they start seeing 
better parks to play in, seeing 
all the other things that the 
mayor will be able to focus 
on because he doesn’t have 

to wear three different hats,” 
Casey said. “It’s a main rea-
son why we are going to have 
a CAFO in place to help over-
see the finances of the city, 
and understanding were mak-
ing strategic investments now 
to ensure this doesn’t happen 
in the future, rather than it pil-
ing up, every five or so years 
in a different way.”

Garcia then closed the 
meeting by citing “we hope 
with these changes that we 
can better protect our resourc-
es and maximize our reve-
nue potential, so that we can 
invest in the things that are 
important to this communi-
ty. We want to invest in our 
schools, our infrastructure, 
and public safety, but it’s dif-
ficult to do that when we have 
all of these internal inefficien-
cies that create issues, and 
don’t necessarily allow you 
to be adequate in response to 
community needs,” the mayor 
said. 

Beyond the immediate 
financial changes, Garcia 
revealed that city officials are 
also looking at other depart-
ments for potential reform, 
such as restructuring the 
Department of Public Works 
(DPW), and addressing zon-
ing and permitting processes 
in an attempt of being ‘busi-
ness friendly’ which falls 
under the umbrella of a com-
prehensive planning docu-
ment that was driven largely 
by a reform of the city coun-
cil, which he noted will be 
released to the public shortly. 

MFMA, from page 1

Becoming Initiative hosts She Decides Women Empowerment Brunch March 1
HOLYOKE – At a time 

when women are balancing 
rising economic pressure, 
caregiving responsibilities, 
and increasing burnout, 
The Becoming Initiative 
is bringing women togeth-
er for something many say 
they rarely experience. A 
moment to pause, recon-
nect, and be supported. 

On Sunday, March 1, 
The Becoming Initiative 
will host the She Decides 
Women’s Empowerment 
Brunch at Wyckoff Country 
Club in Holyoke. 

The event is expect-
ed  to  serve  more  than 
200 women from across 
Wes te rn  Massachuse t t s 
and will launch a yearlong 

series of empowerment and 
personal development pro-
gramming. 

She Decides was cre-
ated in response to what 
organizers describe as a 
growing need for spaces 
that support women beyond 
the workplace. 

Many women are lead-
ing families, contributing to 

the workforce, and holding 
communities together while 
quietly carrying emotion-
al, financial, and personal 
burdens. The brunch cre-
ates a space where women 
can be seen, supported, and 
reminded of their value. 

F u n d s  r a i s e d  w i l l 
directly support workshops, 
community gatherings, and 

leadership focused initia-
tives throughout the year. 

Women attending the 
brunch will participate in 
guided conversation, sto-
ryte l l ing,  and moments 
of reflection designed to 
encourage personal growth 
and connection. 

Organizers say the goal 
is not just inspiration, but 

impact that extends long 
after the event ends. Tickets 
and sponsorship opportuni-
ties are now available. 

Fo r  more  i n fo rma -
tion about the She Decides 
Women’s Empowerment 
Brunch  o r  pa r tne r sh ip 
opportunities,visit: https://
www.thebecominginit ia-
tive.org/events.


