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Three finalists named for permanent superintendent position

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - This week,
the Holyoke Public Schools
announced that finalists for
the superintendent position,
the first permanent super-
intendent since the schools
were returned to local con-
trol, will have interviews and
meet and greets.

One of the finalists is
local, as the current assistant
superintendent, Jacqueline
Glasheen, has made the final
cut.

The following was sub-
mitted by the Holyoke Public
Schools:

As the search process
for a new superintendent
for Holyoke Public Schools
moves into the final phase,

community members will
have two opportunities to
learn more about the three
finalists.

The biggest part for the
public is an opportunity to
interact with the candidates
personal. There will be pub-
lic meet-and-greet opportuni-
ties for brief informal conver-
sations with the candidates
will be held in the Holyoke

High School North cafeteria
based on the schedule listed
below. Following each meet
and greet, the finalists will
have interviews with the full
School Committee, which
will be held in the Holyoke
High School North auditori-
um. The final interviews will
be open to the public and will
also be streamed online for
those who prefer to watch

them remotely.

The schedule for the
finalists are as follows:

e Feb. 10 at 5 p.m.
meet-and-greet with Carmen
Melendez Quintero, exec-
utive director of inclusive
education at Boston City
Schools, followed by 6:30
p.m. interview.

e Feb. 11 at 5 p.m. meet-
and-greet with Jacqueline

Glasheen, assistant superin-
tendent at Holyoke Public
Schools, followed by 6:30
p-m. interview.

e Feb. 12 at 5 p.m.
meet-and-greet with Annie
Azarloza, interim super-
intendent of schools at
Northumberland, Stratford
& Stark Schools in New

See FINALISTS, page 7

Community
seeks to pause
school closing

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - In response
to announcement made by
Rev. Fr. Duy Le that Blessed
Sacrament School was clos-
ing, calls are being made to
pause the closing.

The Blessed Sacrament
Parent Teacher Guild, along
with families, parishioners of
the church, and other support-
ers are asking leadership of
the Diocese of Springfield to
pause the closure process and
engage in more dialogue and
allow the existing develop-
ment plan to continue so that
Blessed Sacrament School
can have the opportunity to
demonstrate sustainability and
remain open for the families it
currently serves.

In a press statement sub-
mitted, it stated that while
the continuing hardships of
the church were well known
to the families of students
attending the school, there
was a development plan
formalized and underway.
Families are asking leadership
to allow that plan to come to
fruition to see if the school
can stay home.

The plan was developed
by former Principal Susan
Heavren, but she died in
September, leaving the school
under the leadership of an
interim principal.

Families are also claim-
ing Le held a schoolwide
meeting in September 2025
and parents were told the
school would be open for
the 2026-2027 as part of the
plan, which included a two-
year window to demonstrate
improvement.

The guild also stated
numerous fundraisers were
scheduled this spring along
with raffles. A golf tourna-
ment was also scheduled for
later this year, and more than
$100,000 had been raised for
the school since September.

Two weeks ago, Le
announced that the school
would close in June, at the
conclusion of this school year.

According a letter
sent from Le to famililes,
the school has seen a sharp
decline in enrollment since
2010. The school had an
enrollment of 304 students
in 2010. That number is not
about a third of that in 2025
at 112.

“Over the past 15 years,
enrollment has steadily
declined, from more than
300 students to 112 students
today,” Le said. “Following
the sale of our former school
building several years ago, the
school’s maximum operating
capacity is now 275 students.
Even at this reduced capac-
ity, we are operating at less
than half of what is required
to remain sustainable.”

He explained the school
operates at a deficit of more

See CLOSING, page 7

HOLYOKE -
Last weekend, winter
fun was on full display
at Community Field.

The city’s Parks
and Recreation
Department held a
snowman building
contest, skating on a
ice-skating path, and
sledding for local fam-
ilies.

The event fea-
tured cookies and hot
chocolate for those
who attended, and the
event was provided by
the city free of charge.

p

Local families have a fun time skating at the new ice at Community Field on Sunday, Feb. 1. See more photos on page 10.
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sledding hills available at the site.

Left, Agustin Ortiz skates on the new ice at Community Field. Above, there is also

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Olympic Gold
Medalist Boxer
Katie Taylor

to be honored

HOLYOKE - The
St. Patrick’s Committee of
Holyoke today announced
that celebrated Irish profes-
sional boxer and Olympic
gold medalist Katie Taylor
has been selected as the 33rd
Ambassador Award recipient.
This prestigious honor is pre-
sented annually to an individ-
ual or group that has worked
to strengthen the relationship
between the people of Ireland
and the people of the United
States.

Born and raised in Bray,
County Wicklow, Ireland,
Taylor is widely regarded as
one of the greatest female
athletes of her generation. As
an amateur boxer, she made
history by winning multiple
world and European cham-
pionships and capturing
Olympic gold at the London
2012 Games, the first-year
women’s boxing was includ-
ed in the Olympics.

Her professional career
has further cemented her leg-
acy, with Taylor becoming
an undisputed world cham-
pion across multiple weight
divisions and earning world-
wide acclaim for her skill,
resilience, and sportsman-
ship. Her achievements have
propelled women’s boxing to
new levels of global recog-
nition and inspired countless
athletes around the world.

The Ambassador
Award — unique among St.
Patrick’s Day celebrations
in the United States — was
established in collaboration
with Ireland’s Ambassador
to the U.S. and is presented
during the annual parade fes-
tivities. The award recogniz-
es individuals whose life and
work promote goodwill, cul-
tural exchange, and mutual
respect between Ireland and
America.

“We are profoundly
proud to honor Katie Taylor
as our 2026 Ambassador
Award recipient,” said Jim
Wildman, Parade President.
“Katie’s remarkable journey
— from a young girl in Bray
pursuing her dream to a glob-
al sporting icon — epitomiz-
es the resilience, dedication,
and spirit that define the Irish
and Irish-American expe-
rience. Her achievements
have elevated women’s sport
and strengthened the bonds
of friendship and cultural
pride between Ireland and
the United States. Her lega-
cy will inspire generations to
come.”

“It is a tremendous
honor to receive the 2026
Ambassador Award from
the St. Patrick’s Committee
of Holyoke,” said Katie
Taylor. “The connection
between Ireland and the
Irish-American communi-
ty is something I've always

See TAYLOR, page 7
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Wistariahurst celebrates Civic Learning Week

HOLYOKE - From
March 9 to 15, thousands
of schools and organiza-
tions across the nation will
celebrate Civic Learning
Week, an annual nonpartisan
awareness week bringing
together students, educators,
policymakers, and leaders in
the public and private sec-
tors to highlight and further
energize the movement for
civic education in states
and communities across the
nation.

Civic education is
essential to ensuring each
and every person across this
country is equipped with the
necessary tools to engage as
members of our self-gov-
erning society. As we look
ahead to the 250th anniver-
sary of the Declaration of
Independence in 2026, we
have an unparalleled oppor-
tunity to shine a light on the
importance of civic educa-
tion and the way in which
it can sustain and strength-

en our “many voices, one
nation” for the next 250
years and beyond.

“Wistariahurst Museum
is excited to participate in
Civic learning Week, bring-
ing several events to the
museum along with sharing
information on how to get
involved with your local
community.” says Emily
Munsell, Wistariahurst
Office Assistant.

We know that the best
civic learning happens

both in and outside of the
classroom, and is a lifelong
endeavor touching every
facet of society. In order to
underscore the need to pri-
oritize civic learning across
the country, Civic Learning
Week highlights the civic
knowledge, skills, and dis-
positions that provide the
foundation for an informed
and engaged populace, sus-
taining and strengthening
constitutional democracy in
the United States.

HPL offers Victorian
Puzzle Purse making

HOLYOKE - On
Saturday, Feb. 7 from 12:30
to 2 p.m. at Holyoke Public
Library, coming learn how
to make a Victorian Puzzle
Purse. In this free workshop,
book arts specialist Kate
Ouimette will guide partici-
pants as they make their first
puzzle purse. Popular in
the 18th and 19th centuries,

paper puzzle purses reveal

Holyoke Medical gets advanced spine surgery certification

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Medical Center announced
that it is one of the first
hospitals in Massachusetts
to receive Advanced Spine
Surgery Certification from
DNV. This certification
affirms excellence in the
treatment of musculoskel-
etal spine and lower back
problems at The Institute
for Minimally Invasive
Spine Surgery at Holyoke
Medical Center, led by
neurosurgeon Dr. Frederik

Pennings. The scope of the
Advanced Spine Surgery
Certification is inclusive
of inpatient, outpatient,
and same-day elective sur-
gery, including minimal-
ly invasive spine surgery
(MISS), procedures.

“We are proud to be
one of the first hospitals in
Massachusetts to achieve
DNV’s Advanced Spine
Surgery Certification. This
is yet another example of
the commitment we have

to providing our commu-
nity with the best possible
care,” says Spiros Hatiras,
President and CEO of
Holyoke Medical Center.
“Achieving advanced cer-
tification validates all the
effort we have put into this
program since opening in
April of 2023 to ensure the
health and safety of our

patients.”
The DNV Advanced
Spine Surgery

Certification require-

ments are informed by
the ERAS® Society
Lumbar Spinal Fusion and
Orthopaedic guidelines,
the guidelines of the North
American Spine Society,
and relevant requirements
of the CMS Conditions of
Participation for Hospitals.
The certification also
incorporates a Quality
Management System to
develop, implement, and
maintain an ongoing sys-
tem for measuring, mon-

itoring, and managing
quality and patient safety
to continually improve the
care of patients.

“Achieving
Advanced Spine Surgery
Certification demon-
strates a commitment to
excellence,” says Kelly
Proctor, President of DNV
Healthcare USA Inc.
“And, it helps demonstrate
to your community that
you are performing at the
highest level.”

designs, and messages, and
even gifts to their receipients
as they are unfolded. Once
you learn the basics, there is
no limit to how far you go.
Materials will be provided.
The program is for teens and
adults and seats are limited.
Please pre-register by calling
the Holyoke History Room at
(413) 420-8107.

Dad Daughter
Dance Feb. 7

HOLYOKE - On
Saturday, Feb. 7, Mater
Dolorosa School in Holyoke
will hold a Father Daughter
Valentine Dance. This dance
is for fathers/fathers at heart
and daughters of all ages.
Doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets
are $5 per person and may be
purchased at Mater Dolorosa
School, Nick’s Nest and
Holyoke Sporting Goods.
For more information, call
413-532-5661. No tickets
will be sold at the door.

Pasta dinner being served at UGCH

HOLY OKE
— Mangia, mangia! The
United Congregational
Church of Holyoke will be
serving a pasta dinner with
bread and salad at their
February Community Meal
on Friday, Feb. 13 at 5 p.m.
A family movie follows
at 6 p.m. All are welcome
to attend.

The Community Meal
is hosted on the second
Friday evening of each

month at the church at 300
Appleton Street. All Are
Welcome to attend, and the
meal is completely free of
charge. The menu changes
monthly; past meals have
featured Thanksgiving din-
ner, meatball stroganoff,
hot dogs, sandwiches and
more. Parents must accom-
pany their children.

The United
Congregational Church
of Holyoke is an Open

and Affirming congrega-
tion of the United Church
of Christ. We welcome
all individuals, regardless
of where they are on their
journey. If you’d like to
learn more about UCCH,
please visit our website
at www.uccholyoke.org,
find us on Facebook or
Instagram, or call our office
at 413-532-1483 Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m..

HMC to offer diabetes education, support

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Medical Center will host an
ongoing bilingual Diabetes
Education and Support Group
for community members with
diabetes. Diabetes education
will be provided at each meet-
ing with a Certified Diabetes
Care and Education Specialist
or member of the HMC
Endocrinology & Diabetes
Center team. The group will
meet every Wednesday from
9am — 1lam in the Holyoke

Medical Center Medical
Office Building Conference
Room located at 11 Hospital
Drive, 3rd Floor, in Holyoke.
“Being educated and
having a better understand-
ing of diabetes enables peo-
ple to be more successful in
controlling or even reversing
the progression of their dis-
ease. Support group members
will be able to discuss strug-
gles and solutions they have
found while managing their

diabetes with others going
through similar experiences,’
said Corina Valvo, RN, BSN,
CDCES, Diabetes Program
Coordinator for HMC
Endocrinology & Diabetes
Center.

For more informa-
tion or questions regarding
the Diabetes Education and
Support Group, please con-
tact the HMC Endocrinology
& Diabetes Center at
413.534.2820.

Chic Salon Beauty Bar Inc.

Holyoke Community College scholarship season open for 2026-2027

celebrates new location

HOLYOKE - Chic
Salon Beauty Bar Inc., led
by husband-and-husband
team Jos€ Ocafia and Josh
Esteva, proudly announces
the grand opening of their
newest upscale salon con-
cept at 250 Westfield Rd,
Ste 3, Holyoke. This latest
chapter builds on the com-
pany’s legacy as an inclu-
sive beauty leader, follow-
ing its success in Chicopee,
MA. Before launching
their first collaborative
salon in 2018, José honed
his craft at a former salon
in Holyoke, making this

return a meaningful home-
coming for both owners.
Designed as a ref-
uge where every guest
feels at home, Chic Salon
Beauty Bar Inc. offers a
quiet, comfortable envi-
ronment welcoming to the
LGBTQ+ community, trans
clientele, and individuals
on the autism spectrum.
With a reputation as the
“gayest salon in Western
Massachusetts,” it’s more
than just a destination for
services—it’s a thriving
community hub founded on
acceptance and respect.
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HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Community College
Foundation is now accepting
scholarship applications for
the 2026-2027 academic year.

The application deadline
is Friday, March 13, 2026.

Last year, the HCC
Foundation awarded 410
scholarships worth about
$364,000 to 379 incoming,
current, and transferring
HCC students. Some students
received multiple scholarship
awards. The average scholar-
ship award is typically around
$900.

“The scholarship pro-
gram is the flagship initiative
of the HCC Foundation, and
it reflects the incredible gen-
erosity of our donor commu-
nity,” said Amanda Sbriscia,
vice president of Institutional

Advancement and execu-
tive director of the HCC
Foundation. “Every scholar-
ship tells two stories — one of
a donor who believes in the
power of education, and one
of a student whose path for-
ward is made possible by that
belief.”

Students must be current-
ly enrolled at HCC or have
been accepted for the upcom-
ing academic year to be eligi-
ble for scholarships.

Applicants only need to
fill out a single online form
to be automatically matched
with the scholarships they
are most qualified to receive.
There are scholarships for
new students, current students
and students transferring to
other institutions, scholar-
ships based on financial need,
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scholarships for students in
specific majors, scholarships
for residents of certain com-
munities, and scholarships
that recognize academic
achievement.

“Last year’s 410 schol-
arship awards represent 410
opportunities for students to
focus on their studies rather
than financial stress,” said
Sbriscia. “We’re proud to
continue this tradition of sup-
porting HCC students as they
work toward their goals.”

To view scholarship
opportunities and begin the
application process, please
go to: www.hcc.edu/scholar-
ships.

The HCC Scholarship
Resource Center, on the first
floor of the Donahue Building
(Room 158), is open Monday

through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5
p-m., to help current and
incoming students navigate
the process of applying for
scholarships.

The HCC Foundation
is a 501(c)(3) that works to
advance the college’s mission,
vision, and values. Founded
in 1968 as the Friends of
Holyoke Community College,
in response to a devastating
fire that forced the college
to rebuild on a new campus,
the Foundation now manages
assets of more than $20 mil-
lion, the largest community
college foundation endow-
ment in Massachusetts.

Questions should
be directed to the HCC
Foundation office at 413-552-
2182, or by email to scholar-
ships@hcc.edu.

Irish Night
‘n Holyoke 2026

IN MEMORY OF
DANIEL P. CURRAN TO BENEFIT
THE MAURICE A. DONAHUE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

P EASEII PN VY

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY

28

2026

$50 Per Person

(advanced Reservations Required)

Valet Parking

The Night will Feature
The Keohane And Kenneally
: Irish-American Band

Additional Entertainment by
The Cassin School of Irish Dance &
Matt 0’Connor
of The
Springfield
Kiltie Band

and A Gorned Beef o | &
& Cabbage Dinner % -
with Ribs ' oa

At the LOG CABIN
500 Easthampton Rd.
Holyoke, Mass.

Doors Open 5PM e Dinner 6:30PM

www.aoh-holyoRke.com

Tickets or table reservations available until February 24, 2025
by calling Joe 0’Connor @ 413-627-7148 or

“Tis the event of the season! R
Happy St. PatricR’s Day to all” =
Presented by The Ancient Order of Hibernians,
James A. Curran Division One and The Ladies
Ancient Order of Hibernians Division Two

of Hampden/Hampshire Counties




City to observe Black History Month

HOLYOKE - February
is Black History Month, a
designation that will be
observed in Holyoke with a
flag-raising ceremony and
a performance of Gospel
music, both on Monday, Feb.
2. The public is invited.

The year 2026 marks a
century of national commem-
orations of Black history.

The flag-raising will
take place outside City
Hall at 3:30 p.m. The
Rev. Bernard Smith, pas-
tor of Bethlehem Baptist
Church, will give an invo-
cation. Willie Spradley Jr.,
chair of the church’s Public
Awareness Committee, will
speak on the creation of
the commemoration by Dr.

Carter Godwin Woodson,
one of the founders, in 1915,
of the Association for the
Study of Negro Life and
History. Holyoke Mayor
Joshua A. Garcia will read a
proclamation

Later that evening, at
7 p.m., Bethlehem Baptist
Community Church will
host a choir performance

under the direction of
Terrence Haynes, direc-
tor of Voices of Praise, a
Christian Gospel music
choir. Spradley will deliv-
er remarks on “100 Years
of Empowerment.” This
event is free and open to
the public.

Bethlehem Baptist is
located at 304 Elm Street.

Women artists wanted

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum is
seeking artist submissions for
the Fourth Annual Women’s
History Month juried art
showcase for the month of
March. This year, the theme
is women’s labor and com-
munity.

“Liberty and Labor” is
an exhibit that corresponds
with Massachusetts” 250th
anniversary and Liberty
and the Learning initia-
tive. This exhibit urges art-
ists to consider the efforts
women have made through-
out history through labor
and community building.
Historically, Women’s labor
has been undervalued and
overlooked. Oftentimes, the
work women have done in

areas such as homemaking,
community building, and
parenting, has not even been
viewed as work. “Liberty
and Labor” aims to high-
light these efforts, and others,
that showcase the hard work
and dedication of women
throughout history.

All mediums are wel-
come for submission.
Submissions are open to
anyone who identifies as a
woman and non-binary art-
ists of any age. Artists are
welcome to submit 3-4 piec-
es, with high-quality imag-
es. Artists can submit their
work through the online sub-
mission form linked below.
Submissions are being
accepted through Feb. 10.

Wistariahurst is an

for exhibit

artist-friendly space that
encourages creativity and
supports the growth of this
region’s artists. All questions
are welcome and encour-
aged. Up to five artists will
be selected as featured art-
ists and will be awarded a
$100 stipend. This program
is funded in part by a grant
from the Holyoke Local
Cultural Council, a local
agency which is supported by
the Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

Submissions are accept-
ed through the submission
form: https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS-
fjaHj4eiWOEXmRZnC-
d_23WGASWQAW-60tM
FLYCFXzH5BUNew/view-
form?usp=publish-editor

Visit history room for Valentine workshop

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke History Room is
hosting a free folded Valentine
workshop for teens to adults
on Saturday, Feb. 7 at 12:30
p-m. in the Holyoke Public
Library Community Room
(250 Chestnut St.). Led
by book arts specialist Kate
Ouimette and Eileen Crosby,
the workshop will guide par-
ticipants through the mak-
ing of a ‘puzzle-purse.”

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

appears.
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OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Originating in medieval Japan,
puzzle purses became a popu-
lar paper-folding craft in 18th-
and 19th- century America.
They fold to a small square
and unfold to reveal artwork
and messages. They can even
contain small gifts for their
recipients. Participants will
learn with plain paper and
printed templates. Each can
then make additional unique
folded Valentines to embel-

lish and decorate with materi-
als supplied at the workshop.
Refreshments will be served.
Pre-registration recommended
(413-420-8107).

A selection of histor-
ic paper valentines from the
History Room’s collection will
also be on display.

The event is made pos-
sible by a grant from the
Holyoke Local Cultural
Council.

Irish Night
on Feb. 28

HOLYOKE - The
Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties and
Ladies Order invite the
public to attend Irish
Night in Holyoke 2026
on Feb. 28 at the Log
Cabin 500 Easthampton
Rd. Holyoke, Mass. Doors
open at 5 p.m. and dinner
is at 6:30 p.m.

The night will fea-
ture the Keohane and
Kenneally Irish-American
band and a corned beef
and cabbage dinner with
ribs. The price is $50 per
person and valet parking
services will be available.

For reservations by
Feb. 24 call Joe O’Connor
at 413-627-7148, or
Fran Hennessey at 413-
785-5687 or online at
eventbrite.com.

Additional entertain-
ment by the Cassin School
of Irish Dance and Piper
Matt O’Connor. The night
is in memory of Hibernian
Daniel P. Curran and
will benefit the Maurice
A. Donahue Memorial
Scholarship.

The Hibernians wish
a Happy St. Patrick’s Day
to all.

In The News ¢
COLLEGE NOTES

Fall 2025 Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD — Western New England University is
proud to announce the outstanding academic achievements
of nearly 800 students named to the Fall 2025 semester
Dean’s List including:

Davonte Westbrooks of Holyoke, MA

Jerel Alves of Holyoke, MA

Matthew Dumoulin of Holyoke, MA

Jack Loughrey of Holyoke, MA

Gallagher named to
WPI Fall 2025 Dean’s List

WORCESTER — Worcester Polytechnic Institute
(WPI) has announced that Holyoke, resident Christopher
Gallagher, a member of the class of 2029 majoring in
Mechanical Engineering, was named to the university’s
Dean’s List for academic excellence for the fall 2025
semester.

The criteria for the WPI Dean’s List differ from that
of most other universities as WPI does not compute a
grade point average (GPA). Instead, WPI students are
named to the Dean’s List based on the amount of work
completed at the A level in courses and hands-on projects.

Stevenson named to Clark
University’s Dean’s List

WORCESTER - Brendan R. Stevenson, of Holyoke,
Mass., was named to first honors on the Clark University
Dean’s List. This selection marks outstanding academic
achievement during the Fall 2025 semester.

Students must have a GPA of 3.8 or above for first
honors or a GPA between 3.50 and 3.79 for second honors.

AIC announces Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD — American International College
(AIC) in Springfield, MA, is proud to announce that 489
students have earned a place on the Dean’s List for the
fall 2025 semester. These full-time students have attained
GPAs ranging from 3.3 to 4.0. AIC applauds the dedica-
tion and achievements of these enterprising students.

Elyse Manzi of Holyoke

Willie Lopez Morales of Holyoke

Haley Curtis of Holyoke

Keila Oquendo of Holyoke

o)
onovamn's

Irish Pub donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Saturday, Saturday, Sunday,
Feb. 7th Feb. 14th Feb. 15th
6-9pm 6-9pm 2-5pm
Jack & Frank The
. His Guitar Serafino Healy’s
e =

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyol:é@
413-543-0791

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!
« Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
« First-Rate Used Auto Parts
» Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

Money on
the Spot
for All
Vehicles

Tuesday Night 6pm

Pitch Night

$5 per person

Wednesday Night 6:30pm

Bar Bingo
Thursday Night 7.10pm

Karaoke by
New England Disc Jockeys

Frida Y Ni ight starts at 7:30 pm
Trivia Night $5 per person

Saturday Night 57 pm

Spaghetti Dinner
7 Days A Week

Queen of Hearts Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

February 21st 7-10pm
Live Music by Kitchen Jam

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA
Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Save your energy for what really matters

ENERGY SAVER HOME
LOAN PROGRAM

44

"When this program came to my attention, we had been
wanting to make improvements for a long time, but the

affordability was a problem. | said, 'This is the greatest
opportunity we will ever have."

including:
 Efficient

e Solar

Low Interest Rate Loan
for energy upgrades,

e Heat pumps
appliances

e Battery storage
e And more!

Eligibility requires a projected energy-use
reduction of at least 20%. Program
requirements and exclusions apply.

- Jill (Customer)

3% CET

Holyoke's Concierge Service Provider

Find out if you're eligible!

cetonline.org/eshlp

PPROVED VENDOR

ENERGY SAVER HOME
LOAN PROGRAM
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Am | entitled to more Sbcial
Security as a Veteran?

Dear Rusty:

I served in the U.S.
Army from July 1964 to July
1967. Am I eligible for a
higher Social Security pay-
ment?

Thank you.
Signed:
Vietnam Era Army Vet
Dear Army Vet:

Please accept my sin-
cere thanks for your mili-
tary service. I believe you
are referring to the “Special
Extra Credit for Military
Service,” which has been
the subject of many pub-
lished articles. That refers
to a special Social Security
accommodation available
only to those who served in
the military during specific
periods of time, but it does
not add to your monthly
Social Security payment.
Rather, it adds to your mil-
itary earnings record for
the years you served, which
may or may not result in a
higher Social Security ben-
efit when you later claim
Social Security.

Here’s how it works in
your case:

Serving between 1964
and 1967, if you told Social
Security of your military
service when you applied
for Social Security benefits
or gave them a copy of your
DD-214. they would have
added up to $1,200 per year
to your military pay record.
FYI, those who served after
1966 were automatically
given earnings credit for
their military service years.
However, whether those
special extra credits would
affect your monthly Social
Security benefit depends
on your lifetime earn-
ings record when you later
claimed Social Security.

When you applied for
benefits, Social Security
reviewed your lifetime earn-
ings and used the highest
earning 35 years of earnings
over your lifetime (adjust-
ed for inflation) to calculate
your “Primary Insurance
Amount” or “PIA,” which
is what you get if you claim
benefits to start at your
Social Security full retire-
ment age. If, after your
military service, you had
35 or more years of earn-
ings which were higher than
your earnings while serv-
ing in the military, Social
Security would have used
your later higher earn-
ing years to calculate your
benefit, and your military
earnings would not have
had an effect on your Social
Security benefit. However,
if any of your military earn-
ings including the “special
extra credits” were among
the highest over your life-
time, then those higher
military earnings would be
included when calculating
your Social Security ben-
efit.

So, whether you would
benefit from these “special
extra credits for military
service” depends largely on
your earnings history after

you were discharged from
active duty. If your mili-
tary earnings were among
the highest earning years
over your lifetime, and you
provided SSA with a copy
of your DD-214 when you
applied for Social Security,
then your current SS benefit
already includes consider-
ation of your military ser-
vice. FYI, Social Security
should have asked about
your military service when
you applied. If you didn’t
tell SS about your military
service when you applied
for Social Security, or if you
aren’t sure, you should con-
tact the SSA at 1.800-772-
1213 and ask if you were
given those “special extra
credits for military ser-
vice” for your 1960s mili-
tary service years when you
applied for Social Security.
But if you had at least 35
years of higher earnings
after you left military ser-
vice, your current SS bene-
fit is already based on those
later higher earning years,
and you will not get any
additional Social Security
benefit because of the “spe-
cial extra credits” for your
military service years.

The Association
Mature Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

OSMve CRANLUND.COM
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Onion culture, continued

his
after read-
ing last

morning,

week’s col-
umn, my mom
comment-
ed, “Boy, I
didn’t realize
onions are so
challenging to
grow.”

Oh no, I
truly hope that the
column did not convey that
message. I’ve been growing
onions for years, and find
them no more challenging
than any other vegetable that
you start indoors.

I hope I didn’t discour-
age anyone. In fact, I hope

just the opposite happened,

whereby everyone purchased
some seed to give growing
onions a whirl.

Read on to learn more
from where we left off last
week.

Growing on

How does one achieve
lots of top growth so that by
seasons’ end a big bulb will

result? Provide sufficient

moisture and nitrogen, and
lots of it, but only early in the
gardening season.

Amend a 100 square foot
area with a bushel of aged
manure or finished compost

prior to planting, then top

dress when plants are six-
eight inches high and again
for the last time three weeks
later. Fish emulsion is a great
foliar fertilizer for this pur-

pose.

Because onions have

by
Roberta Mcluato

limited top growth and are
relatively shallow rooted,
it makes it hard for them to
compete with more aggres-
sive plants for moisture and
nutrients. For that reason, be
sure to address enemy #1:
weeds!

I have found that a hand
held circle hoe is great for
getting into the narrow space
between plants as well as
within the rows. Perform this
task once or twice a week
and you will be weed-free all
summer.

You can also apply
grass clippings or chopped
up leaves as mulch. It will
reduce weeds and conserve
moisture, and, as it breaks
down add valuable organic
matter to the soil.

As the summer solstice
draws near, the need for
nitrogen drops as the bulb
switches from top growth to
bulbing up. From this point
on, no additional fertilizer is
necessary and watering can
be cut back some.

Harvesting
In early fall your onion

tops will begin to yellow
and bend at the necks.
As mentioned earlier,
reduced daylight
has signaled the
plant to go into
dormancy.

When

half have
bent, bend the
rest and allow them
to remain in the gar-
den just a few more
days. If no rain is in the
forecast, pull them up and
lay them on edge in place,
turning on occasion. This will
begin the curing process.

Should rain threaten,
they can easily be protected
with a tarp or moved under
cover.

After three days to a
week of sunshine it is time
to move them to an airy, dry
location such as a shed to
cure for an additional two-
three weeks. Should this time
frame include lots of rain or
humidity, sometimes a house-
hold fan can help the drying
process along.

Dry onions will definite-
ly be the best for long term
storage.

Storage

You have a good idea
that your onions are ready for
storage when the necks have
withered away and the outer
skin is dry and starts to slip.
Nineteenth century gardeners
would have braided and hung
them in the root cellar, where
cool and dry conditions

See GARDEN, page 5

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

e seem to love
Valentine’s Day.
Americans are

expected to spend $27.7 bil-
lion on Valentine’s Day this
year, a tad more than last
year, according to Capital
One Shopping. The statistic
I find most interesting is that
34% of that spending — $9.5

VOur
health

billion — will be for gifts that
are ultimately unwanted by
their recipients.

So today, I will propose
some Valentine’s Day ideas
that cost nothing and may
well be more meaningful
than candy, flowers or sappy
cards. Have a heart, and try
one of these “gifts” for your-

self or a loved one.

Volunteer: Volunteering
contributes to your com-
munity and to your own
well-being. Research has
found that giving of your-
self reduces stress and blood
pressure; promotes physical
activity; helps cultivate emo-
tional well-being; and pro-
motes mindfulness and an
attitude of gratitude.

You get as much as you
give, in other words. Find
opportunities near you at ide-
alist.org or search “volunteer
opportunities near me” on
your web browser.

Listen: Research shows
that two out of every five
people who have had a
major cardiac episode expe-
rience symptoms of clini-
cal depression, according
to Northwestern University
Medicine. The American
Heart Association says 33%

Have a heart: Patient advocate offers tips for Valentine’s Day

of patients who have had
a heart attack experience
depression.

The combination of
depression and cardiac dis-
ease can lead to poor out-
comes. If a friend or loved
one is diagnosed with heart
disease or has a heart attack,
one of the kindest things you
can do is listen carefully to
them. If you detect signs of
depression, you can suggest
— gently — that they consider
being screened by their doc-
tor.

Learn hands-only
CPR: Especially since the
pandemic, people are hesi-
tant to share germs with a
stranger, and I can’t blame
them. The good news is that
compression-only CPR — or
hands-only CPR - is the pre-
ferred form of cardiopulmo-

See HEALTH, page 5

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a

daytime telephone number for verification purpos-

es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s
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Campaign news

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The

the s iayme s
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Women empowerment brunch returns March 1

HOLYOKE - At a time
when women are balancing
rising economic pressure,
caregiving responsibili-
ties, and increasing burnout,
The Becoming Initiative is
bringing women together for
something many say they
rarely experience. A moment
to pause, reconnect, and be
supported.

On Sunday, March
1, The Becoming Initiative
will host the She Decides
Women’s Empowerment
Brunch at Wyckoff Country
Club in Holyoke. The event
is expected to serve more
than 200 women from across
Western Massachusetts and
will launch a yearlong series
of empowerment and per-

sonal development program-
ming.

She Decides was creat-
ed in response to what orga-
nizers describe as a growing
need for spaces that support
women beyond the work-
place. Many women are lead-
ing families, contributing to
the workforce, and holding
communities together while
quietly carrying emotional,
financial, and personal bur-
dens. The brunch creates a
space where women can be
seen, supported, and remind-
ed of their value.

Last year’s event sold
out within two weeks.
Attendees shared stories of
renewed confidence, mean-
ingful connection, and a

sense of clarity they had
been missing. The response
revealed a clear demand for
continued programming
focused on growth, leader-
ship, and wellness.

This year’s event will
serve as a cornerstone fund-
raiser for The Becoming
Initiative, a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to pro-
viding skill-based training,
personal development, and
transformational experienc-
es for individuals at all stag-
es of life. Funds raised will
directly support workshops,
community gatherings, and
leadership focused initiatives
throughout the year.

Women attending the
brunch will participate in

guided conversation, sto-
rytelling, and moments
of reflection designed to
encourage personal growth
and connection. Organizers
say the goal is not just
inspiration, but impact that
extends long after the event
ends.

“We created She
Decides because women are
constantly giving to every-
one else and rarely have
space to be poured into,” said
Nicole Polite, Founder and
Executive Director of The
Becoming Initiative. “This
brunch is a reminder that
women matter, their stories
matter, and when women are
supported, entire communi-
ties are strengthened.”

The Becoming Initiative
is currently seeking commu-
nity partners, sponsors, and
supporters who want to invest
in women and help expand
access to these experiences.
Sponsorships help offset the
cost for women who may not
otherwise be able to attend
and ensure the organization
can continue its program-
ming throughout the year.

Tickets and sponsorship
opportunities are now avail-
able.

For more informa-
tion about the She Decides
Women’s Empowerment
Brunch or partnership oppor-
tunities,visit: https://www.
thebecominginitiative.org/
events.

In The News ¢

Who will
wear the

2026 crown

The Ms. Massachusetts
Senior America Pageant
Club is looking for their next
queen. The pageant is open
to women 60 years of age or
older that may be interested
in becoming a contestant in
the next pageant. The pag-
eant will be on Sunday, June
28, 2026 at Holyoke High
School.

There will be a contes-
tant orientation meeting on
Friday, Feb. 20, 2026 at 1
p.m. in the wellness room,
2nd floor of the Holyoke
Senior Center located at 291
Pine St.

HEALTH, from page 4

nary resuscitation.

While someone dials
911, bystanders can perform
quick, strong compressions
in the center of the chest
to the rhythm of “Stayin’
Alive,” the BeeGees song,
until first responders can
arrive.

If started immediately,
hands-only CPR has been
shown to double or even tri-
ple a person’s chance of sur-
vival. CPR classes are widely
offered by the Red Cross and
American Heart Association,
as well as at YMCAs and
recreation centers.

Take part in a clinical
trial: This is a different form
of volunteerism. Clinical
trials offer an opportunity
to help researchers find bet-
ter ways of preventing and
treating diseases, improving
health for all. Without clini-
cal trial volunteers, many of
the medicines and scientific
discoveries we enjoy today
wouldn’t exist.

At any given time, there
are tens of thousands clinical
trials taking place around the
country and virtually. WGC
CenterWatch (centerwatch.
com) lets you browse study
topics and find clinical trials
near you.

Celebrate friendship:

I’'ve written before about the
importance of social relation-
ships, and friendships in par-
ticular, in keeping our spirits
up, our hearts full and our
brains working.

So whether or not you
have a special someone to
celebrate Valentine’s Day
with this year, take time
for alternate observances,
such as Galentine’s Day or
its gender-neutral variation,
Palentine’s Day. They fall,
technically, on February 13
— but you can pick any day in
February to celebrate friend-
ships, check up on each oth-
er’s health and well-being,
share healthful recipes and
swap health and fitness tips.
Maybe share a glass of wine,
too.

Thank a nurse: Nursing
is my life’s work, formerly
as a critical care nurse and
now as a patient advocate
who trains nurses to become
advocates. I know how criti-
cal nursing is to good patient
outcomes. According to the
National Council of State
Boards of Nursing, though,
more than 138,000 nurses
have left the workforce since
2022 and almost 40% intend
to leave by 2029.

Health-care consum-
ers may not be able to do
much about working condi-
tions, pay and administrative

problems, but we can help
to make nurses’ lives better.
When you’re in the hospi-
tal or doctor’s office, thank
your nurses for their time
and care. You can also show
your appreciation by nomi-
nating a nurse for the DAISY
Award, a program that cele-
brates and recognizes nurs-
es by collecting nominations
from patients, families and
co-workers. Learn more at
daisyfoundation.org.

Valentine’s Day began as
a saint’s feast day and now
celebrates all forms of rela-
tionships. Make it yours.

Teri (Dreher)
Frykenberg, R.N., a regis-
tered nurse and board-cer-
tified patient advocate,
is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become
successful private patient
advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the
author of “How to Be a
Healthcare Advocate for
Yourself & Your Loved
Ones” and her new book,
“Advocating Well: Strategies
for Finding Strength and
Understanding in Health
Care,” available at Amazon.
com. Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone
consultation.

GARDEN, from page 4

would, fingers crossed, keep
them fit for use as needed
into the spring months.

Onion braids have mod-
ern day appeal- they look
pretty and it is easy to sim-
ply tug the perfect size onion
from the braid as you need
it. The key to success is to
attach twine or string to at
least one of the braiding
strands — this will give your
braid strength, not to men-
tion a way of hanging it up.

We can also store
onions in mesh bags or old
hosiery in a household loca-
tion that remains close to
freezing and relatively dry.
My unheated mudroom
works great.

Here simply cut the
tops to one inch prior to
bagging up. When you are
going through them to cut,
or braid, be sure to separate
out those with double bulbs,
as well as those whose necks
remain thick; neither will be
good keepers and should be

used first.

This is also a great time
to think about good traits
and the prospect of saving
some of your best onions for
seed production.

Save the seeds

Saving the seeds of your
open-pollinated, non-hybrid
onions is the next frontier
for allium aficionados. In
the north, we employ what
is called the “bulb to seed”
method.

Our bulbs are harvested
normally and stored over the
winter, and when the ground
is ready for planting, three
or four of your best onions
are replanted three inches
apart. Soon a flower stalk
will form. It can get quite
tall (three-five feet!) so place
a stake for support early on
and tie it off as you need to.

After the flower head
has formed be on watch for
the black seeds to ripen and
loosen up- you want to catch
them before they shatter.
This can be accomplished
by clipping a few sections of

the head at a time.

Dry in an airy spot for
a few days before storing in
paper envelopes in a cool,
dry location for use the fol-
lowing spring. Be advised
that to avoid cross polli-
nation, only one variety of
onion can be in flower at a
time; it is fine, however, to
have first year onions in the
garden.

Onion seeds are viable
for one-two years.

Now that you know the
ins and outs of onion cul-
ture, embrace the challenge
and try growing onions from
seed this year.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers.
Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @tur-
ley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

Blessed Sacrament Parish

Rev. Duy Le

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.

ROSARY AND MEDITATION
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.

www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org

FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke

(413) 533-7728

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net

CHURCH

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave.,

DIRECTORY -/

Your 2%
Community

Church

Office: (413) 536-3369

Holyoke

CLUES ACROSS

1. Native American
group of N. California

5. Geological times (Brit.

37. Damp

38. Type of fuel

40. Actor Damon

41, What thespians do

sp.) 42. One’s mother
10. Tool to remove 44, Disallow
12. Rods 45, Swiss river

48. A banana has one
50. Philippines lake and
volcano are two

14. One who renews
16. They precede C
18. Chatter incessantly

19. __King Cole, 52. Relative biological
musician effectiveness (abbr.)
20. Insect parts 53. Agave

22. One from Utah

23. The world of the
dead

25. Singer Redding

26. NBA legend Nelson

55. Journalist Tarbell
56. One-time tech giant
57. Indicates upon

58. Intestinal bacteria
63. Loose sheaths

217. Indicates wrongly around the spinal
28. Unhappy cord

30. Anger 65. It goes with nook
31. Dark brown 66. A fashion

33. Some are in kitchens ~ 67. Very eager to hear
35. Made a mistake or see

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

CLUES DOWN
1. Witch
2. Utilize
3. Writing utensil
4. Where rockers go to
work
5. Subsides
6. Consume
7. Greek mythological
figures
8. California mountain
town
9. Tin
10. Muse of lyric and love
poetry
11. Animates anew
13, Humorous criticisms
15. Cool!
17. Worst
18. Wet dirt
21. Designed to be useful
23. Hebrew unit of liquid
capacity
24, High schoolers’ test

27. Computer device

29. Indian territory __
and Diu

32. A place to sleep

34. Al'tool

35. Pass or go by

36. Indicates a purchase

39. A digital tape
recording of sound

40. More (Spanish)

43. Disfigured

44. White (Spanish)

46. Church building

47. Georgia rockers

49. Type of surgery

51, Much __ about
nothing

54. Make by braiding

59. Local area network

60. Unit of work or energy

61. Member of indigenous
people of Thailand

62. Liquefied natural gas

64. Distance to top

Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke

Parish Offices are located at:

15 Maple Street, Holyoke

(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.

Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.

Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com

Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com

Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org

Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP;

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)
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Jordan King gets the easy layup.

"~ Knights pull away
from Brownies

AGAWAM - The
Holyoke High School boys
basketball team was able
to pull away late, defeating
host Agawam 65-52 last
Friday night.

The Brownies and
Knights played a fast-paced
physical game, and while
Agawam kept scoring late,

Holyoke did not stop scoring
either, and the Knights were
able to hold to their dou-
ble-digit lead.

Agawam lost its third
straight, and fell to 7-8 on
the season.

Holyoke picked up just
its third win of the year, and
the Knights are 3-9 now.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Above, Cosmo Bond tries to

L Ve
T

snag a rebound. Left, Holyoke’s
offense starts a play.

Gian Cora tries to get away from an opponent.

to SICS

HOLYOKE - Last
Friday night, Holyoke
High School girls basket-
ball continued to struggle
on offense, losing to SICS
53-31. Michaela Guzman
and Juliana Pirela had nine
points each in the defeat.
Holyoke is just 3-13 on the
season.

Janessa Torres makes an easy
shot.

6 o FEBRUARY6,2026 e The Holyoke Sun

Sujelyz Peralta shoots in traffic.

Michaela Guzman
takes a free throw.

w &

Genesis Rivera looks down the
court as a play sets up.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kyra Lippman hustles into the paint.

Leah Robert heads for a layup.

Cougars get
first win of
the season

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College men’s
basketball has played well
during the second half of
their campaign and notched
their first victory of the sea-
son last Thursday night after
coming very close in recent
games. The Cougars earned
an 84-74 road win over local
rival Springfield Technical
CC. Holyoke trailed by three
at halftime before outscor-
ing their opposition 48-35 in
the second half to secure the
victory.

Dylan Rohan (Holyoke,
MA / Holyoke HS) spear-
headed the offense in the
win, scoring 30 points
which included three
three-pointers. Kerteek
Cheema (Morgan Hill CA /
American HS) and Gabriel
Ibekilo (Belchertown, MA /
Belchertown HS) put forth
stellar performances, each
registering a double-dou-
ble in the contest. Cheema
scored 14 points and led
the Cougars in assists with
ten. He shot 4 for 4 from
the free throw line and sank
a pair of three pointers.
Ibekilo led Holyoke with
11 rebounds and scored ten
points. As a center, he rare-
ly attempts three-pointers
but drained his first of the
season in the win. James
Fitzgibbons (Hadley, MA /
Hopkins Academy) scored
20 points while shooting 6
of 7 from the free throw line.

Men’s basketball
improves their region-
al record to 1-14 and their
overall record to 1-18.
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Worcester Railers score weekend sweep over Wheeling Nailers

WORCESTER - The
Railers are two points richer
today thanks to a generous
donation by Parker Gahagen.

He turned in one of the
best goaltending performanc-
es in team history Sunday.
Gahagen stopped 34 shots to
blank the Wheeling Nailers,
1-0. The victory allowed
Worcester to sweep a 3 in
3 weekend against the team
with the best record in the
North Division.

The Railers have won
five straight games overall.
It is their longest winning
streak since they won the
first nine games of the 2022-
23 season.

The game’s only goal
was scored by Anthony
Callin at 12:05 of the first
period. He was set up nice-

ly right in front by Riley
Ginnell, who slid a pass to
him from behind the goal
line. All things considered,
there seemed to be no way
that 1-0 score would stand up
for about 48 more minutes.

In fact, Wheeling dom-
inated play for the next half
hour. The Nailers had a 12-5
edge in shots after one peri-
od, then outshot the home
team by 15-2 in the second
period. Gahagen’s goaltend-
ing allowed Worcester to sur-
vive that onslaught.

It was his first Railers
shutout, the third this season
by a Worcester goaltender.
It was just the fourth Railers
1-0 victory of all time, the
second ever at the DCU
Center, the first here since
Mitch Gillam beat Reading

on Dec. 17, 2017.

Gahagen was in net for
his team’s 6-3 victory on
Friday night, a match with
an entirely different feel to it.
Score almost doesn’t matter,
Gahagen said, although the
shutout was very nice.

“My mindset is to keep
them wherever they are,
whether it’s zero or two,” he
added. “Keep them there and
keep the momentum in our
favor.”

The whitewash was
his 14th pro shutout cover-
ing three leagues, the AHL,
ECHL and SPHL. They
don’t count for any more
points than a 6-5 game, but
they are relatively unique.

“It doesn’t happen that
often,” Gahagen said. “A
lot of factors, a lot of pieces

have to fall into place. So it
is a little more special when
it happens because it doesn’t
happen that often.”

Gahagen has been good
wherever he has played but
there seems to be something
about the DCU Center. He
is perfect in seven starts here
including six wins with the
Railers and one against the
Railers, with Reading in
October of 2024.

“It takes a lot of
patience and confidence
in their game,” coach Nick
Tuzzolino said of the tri-
umph, “and also under-
standing that their defense
can win the game. I think
that was the big lesson.
I said to them after the
game — did we have our
best stuff all night, and the

answer was no.

“That’s not gonna hap-
pen with a 3 in 3. But when
it came to crunch time we
were able to make the right
plays and be smart and that’s
what we were able to do.”

This was the third
straight game in which the
Railers scored first and they
never trailed throughout the
entire 180 — make that 182-
plus — minutes of hockey.
They got off to a strong start
Sunday and given how tired
both teams were, a wide-
open game was a definite
possibility.

Callin never thought his
early one would be the only
goal.

“I was hoping we’d get
more of the same,” he said.

Wheeling goalten-

der Taylor Gauthier was
not as busy as Gahagen but
as the Railers regained the
momentum in the third peri-
od, Gauthier same excellent
saves. He wound up with 17
for the day.

This a major step for
the Railers in their push for
a playoff berth but they are
in a pack of teams that are in
contention.

“It definitely makes us
feel good,” Tuzzolino said of
the sweep, “but it is kind of
short lived. If you look at our
division, everybody’s win-
ning.”

If they keep getting the
goaltending they’ve been
getting from Gahagen and
Tristan Lennox, the Railers
may not win every game, but
they will have a chance to.

Registration

SOUTH HADLEY -
Registration has opened for
the Quabbin Valley Baseball
League, an over-28 recre-
ational league, held its first
meeting of 2026 to prepare
for the upcoming season.

For the 2026 season, the
cost will be $215 and will
include a 16th game added
to the regular season sched-
ule.

During the 2025 sea-
son, the league experiment-
ed with playing on Mother’s
Day Saturday as well as a
weeknight game to allow
players an opportunity to
play under the lights. While
the night games were very
successful, the Mother’s
Day Saturday games were
rained out.

Those elements will
return along with a 16th

now underway for QVBL

game with an opponent to
be determine as the league’s
board explores possibilities
for interleague matchups
with another league in the
region.

For returning players
to the league, the deadline
is Mar. 22 at 12 noon to
be registered for the 2026
season in order to be guar-
anteed a roster spot. There
will be open practices for all
players but specifically tar-
geted at new players sched-
uled for March 29 and April
4 at times and locations to
be announced. The draft is
currently scheduled to take
place on April 4 following
that practice.

The season is current-
ly slated to start on Sunday,
April 19 and following the
success of the six-team fall

league last year, the league
will also have a fall league
in September and October
this season.

The registration is live
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league
dues via Venmo or contact
the league leadership if an
alternate form of payment is
needed.

Aside from the week-
night and Mother’s Day
games, other games take
place Sundays at 10 a.m.
outside of Mother’s Day,
Memorial Day and July 4
weekends. Playoffs will be
in August.

This is the 30th season
for the league and league
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a
couple of events.

Thunderbirds get better of Wolf Pack

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(16-20-4-2) muscled
their way past their I-91
rivals, the Hartford Wolf
Pack (16-21-4-1), captur-
ing a 4-1 win on Saturday
night before a sellout
crowd of 6,793 inside the
MassMutual Center.

For a second straight
night, Steve Ott’s team
got off to a quick start
as Marc-Andre Gaudet
jumped up through the
slot area, received a drop
feed from Matthew Peca,
and picked the glove side
on Dylan Garand to give
Springfield the 1-0 jump
at 6:55 of the first.

After a 2-for-3 night
on the power play on
Friday, the T-Birds man
advantage did not get

off to a strong beginning
on Saturday, as back-to-
back penalties brought an
early end to a Springfield
advantage and, instead,
handed Hartford a 5-on-3.
Brendan Brisson cashed
in from there, one-tim-
ing a Justin Dowling
pass through the wick-
ets of Georgi Romanov
at 13:20, equalizing the
score, 1-1.

The T-Birds settled
into the game as the sec-
ond period began and,
once again, a blueliner
had the tone-setting goal
for Springfield as Hunter
Skinner glided down the
left circle and snapped
a bar-down wrister over
Garand’s glove at 3:38 of
the second, restoring the
T-Birds lead, 2-1.

Just over four min-
utes later, Otto Stenberg
made a savvy play, sneak-
ing behind the net to steal
a drop pass from Garand
and setting up Dillon
Dube for a wide-open net
at the edge of the crease,
extending Springfield’s
advantage to 3-1 at 8:13
of the period.

Like Friday night,
the Springfield defense
and goaltending locked
things down in the final
period, as the penalty kill
successfully thwarted a
pair of Hartford advan-
tages, and Chris Wagner
added his fourth goal in
as many games played
into an empty net with
3:00 remaining to seal the
T-Birds’ second straight
win.

Horace Smith

WESTFIELD - The
Horace Smith Fund will be
awarding $317,000 in schol-
arships and fellowships to res-
idents of Hampden County,
who have also graduated from
an eligible high school or
private school. This year 21
scholarships, four fellowships
and one William R. Rooney

In The News ¢

Smith Scholarship applications now being accepted for eligible students

Award for students with spe-
cial needs will be presented
to recipients at the June 18

Awards Night ceremony at

Storrowton Carriage House in
West Springfield.

Scholarships are offered

not only to graduating high
school seniors but also to
students already in college

or those wishing to return
to college. Scholarships of
$12,000 are distributed as
$3,000 annually and renew-
able each year until gradua-
tion. Fellowship awards of
$15,000 are distributed as
$7,500 annually and renew-
able for one additional year to
students pursuing a full-time

graduate degree. Students
must maintain at least a B
average to renew.

Recipients are selected
on a variety of criteria, includ-
ing academic records, merit,
and financial need. Of great
importance is a personal writ-
ten account of why the stu-
dent feels deserving of finan-

cial assistance. Applicants
must submit their transcripts
and, if applicable, college
entrance exam scores or grad-
uate degree specific tests, and
three letters of recommenda-
tion.

Completed applications
must be received either elec-
tronically or be mailed to

The Horace Smith Fund at
16 Union Avenue, Suite 2K,
Westfield, MA 01085 no
later than March 15, 2026.
Applications are available at
local high school guidance
offices, college financial aid
offices, and on-line at www.
HoraceSmithFund.org or by
phoning (413) 739-4222.
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than $275,000 each year.
“Despite years of par-
ish subsidies, fund-
raising efforts,
and cost con-
trols, the
gap has
continued
to grow,”
Le said.
“To sustain
the school
with our current
enrollment, tuition
would have need to rise to
well over $9,000 per stu-
dent. I do not believe this is

reasonable for families, nor
would it realistically address
the enrollment challenge.”
Le said multiple
options were considered
in an effort to keep
the school open,
including grade
reconfiguration,
staffing struc-
tures, and finan-
cial assump-
tions. No matter
which scenario
explored, there were
significant financial
challenges and would cost
families more to send their
students to the school.

Invitation to contribute to Wheels of Hope Car Show Fundraiser

The Wheels for Hope
3rd Annual Car Show Cancer
Fundraiser would like to
extend a heartfelt invitation
to join them in supporting
this important cause.

As you may already
know, cancer affects the lives
of millions of people around
the world, touching families
and communities in a pro-
found way. They are dedicat-
ed to making a difference in
the fight against cancer and
believe that together we can
make an impact.

The car show fundraiser

will not only be a celebration
of automotive culture but
also an opportunity to raise
funds for cancer research,
treatment, and support pro-
grams. The event will bring
together car enthusiasts and
community members and
supporters of the cause for
a day of fun, entertainment,
and meaningful connections.

Individuals and busi-
nesses who share the pas-
sion for making a positive
difference in the lives of
those affected by cancer are
urged to join. Support will

help make this event a suc-
cess and contribute to the
work being done to fight
this disease. (Please note
that any donations are tax
deductible under Wheels
of Hope Corporation EIN:
33-4653136)

Here are some ways you
can get involved and show
support:

1. Monetary donations:
Your generous contribution
will directly support cancer
research, patient care, and
support services.

2. Sponsorship

Opportunities: become an
official sponsor of the event
and receive recognition
and promotional benefits in
return for your support.

3. In-Kind donations:
donate goods or services that
can be used for the event
activities, raffles.

4. Attend the event: June
27, 2026 High and Cabot St.
Holyoke from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to con-
tact Carmen Rodriguez (413)
210-8896 or email at cnro-
driguez1967 @gmail.com.

F INALIS TS, from
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Hampshire, followed by
6:30 p.m. interview.

The Holyoke Public
Schools stated that for those
who wish to watch the
interviews online, they will
be streamed to the School
Committee page of the dis-
trict website. The livestream
videos will become visible
on the page just below the
list of School Committee
meeting dates when the
interviews begin. The
recordings of all three inter-
views will be posted on the
School Committee page on
Friday, Feb. 13 for anyone
who wishes to watch them
at a later date.

School Committee

members will also visit each
candidate’s current school
district and will meet with
some of their colleagues
as they seek to gain deep-
er insights into each can-
didate’s background and
experiences.

Candidates will also
spend time touring HPS
and meeting with small
groups of staff members
and students while they are
on site for their in-person
meet-and-greets and formal
interviews with the School
Committee.

The three finalists
were selected from among
nine applications received
in December, following a
screening process led by 12
volunteers who served on
the Superintendent Search

Screening Committee. The
committee reviewed all nine
applications that had been
received and selected five
candidates for confiden-
tial semi-finalist interviews
in January. The Screening
Committee shared their
recommendations for final-
ist candidates during the
School Committee meeting
on January 26. The School
Committee is expected to
make their decision later
this winter.

Anthony Soto is the
current assistant superinten-
dent and chose not to seek
the position. He was also
the final receiver/superin-
tendent appointed by the
state to serve the district
before it was turned back
over to the city.

Read The Holyoke Sun online at www.sun.turley.com
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felt deeply, and I'm grateful
that my journey in sport has
played even a small role in
celebrating that shared pride.
I look forward to joining the
festivities in Holyoke and
celebrating the spirit, resil-
ience, and heart that define
our Irish story.”

“Winning a gold medal
for Ireland at the 2012
London Olympics, Katie
Taylor became the undis-
puted and undefeated light-
weight world champion
in 2019 and is considered
by many to be the greatest
female boxer of all time,”
said Sighle FitzGerald,
Consul General of Ireland
in Boston. “Sport provides
the world with a window into
Ireland and the Irish people,
while also giving Irish people
at home and abroad a power-

ful means of expressing our
identity on the international
stage.”

Consul General
FitzGerald added: “Katie
Taylor is a true exemplar
of the modern Irish woman
and a superb role model for
young women around the
globe. She has demonstrated
her commitment to her sport,
represented her country with
distinction international-
ly, and continues to play a
vital role in her own com-
munity through the charities
she supports. I welcome the
decision of the Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Parade Committee
to honor Katie with the 2026
Ambassador Award and
look forward to supporting
the upcoming Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Parade program-
ming during Irish American
Heritage Month.”

Katie Taylor will be

Katie Taylor

honored at the Ambassador
Award Breakfast on Sunday,
March 22, the morning of
the parade, at the Wyckoff
Country Club in Holyoke.
For details and ticket infor-
mation, please visit the
Parade Committee’s website.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE

CONSULTATIONS. HOME
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703 IMPROVEMENT

(Lic. #24046-A)

WANTED TO BUY
A Call We Haul

FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-

as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

Handyman Services

“Wallker
(]

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry »
Framing  Drywall »
Painting * & more!

2026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St-, Ware, MA 01082 Call For An

413-967-8364 Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

AUTHORIZED

PROVIDER

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

PREPARATION SERVICE
413-348-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

T 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
o www.FastTax-MA.com
= Free E-File & Direct Deposit

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to
Carry permit $140.
Matt Marcinkiewicz
muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!
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Suburban
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Circulation:
59,000

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOW REMOVAL

SNOW REMOVAL
Roof Raking, Small Driveways,
walks Cleaned. Call Tim 413-563-2229.

Side-

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

A0
CASH FOR
JUN

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

The Resident Care Facility at
Saint Joseph's Abbey,
167 North Spencer Road, Spencer, MA
has an opening for a
PART TIME FACILITY COOK.
Hourly wage negotiable depending on
experience and related skills .
Requirements: High School Diploma or
GED. Ability to speak and read English
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able
to work unsupervised while following food
safety protocols.

For more information and to apply, contact
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager
at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

The Town of Huntington
is seeking a part-time Town Hall
Floater/Selectboard
Administrative Assistant/
Assistant Town Clerk.
$20-$22 per hour based on
experience. 15 hours per week.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.
Town of Huntington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Wilbraham United Church is hiring
a part-time, experienced
ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER.
Apply to Wilbraham United Church,
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street;
Wilbraham, MA 01095.
More information at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET.
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry,
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

PALMER: 1 BR Apt.

No Pets/No Smoking.

BRETON ESTATES
413-283-6940

[ FORRENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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» Public Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
HOLYOKE GAS
& ELECTRIC
ELECTRIC LINE
CONTRACTOR - 15KV
Spacer Cable Installation 2.0

Sealed proposals for the above
contract will be received by
Holyoke Gas & Electric until
2:30 p.m., March 3, 2026 at the
office of the Manager, 99 Suffolk
Street, Holyoke, MA 01040, at
which time proposals will be
publicly opened and read.

Prevailing Wage Rates

Rates which apply to the
work shall be paid to all people
engaged in work under this con-
tract.

Bid Deposit

A Bid Deposit equal to 5%
of bid must accompany all bids
and may be in the form of a cer-
tified, treasurer’s, or cashier’s
check payable to HG&E from a
responsible bank or trust compa-
ny; cash; or a bid bond from a li-
censed surety payable to HG&E.

Additional information may
be obtained from:

Chi Wong
Holyoke Gas & Electric
99 Suffolk Street
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 536-9308
cwong @hged.com

The right is hereby reserved
to reject any or all proposals, or
to accept any proposal that in the
opinion of the Manager may be
for the best interest of the City
of Holyoke.

Please mark SEALED enve-
lopes “Bid for Electric Line
Contractor — 15kV Spacer Ca-
ble Installation 2.0” and address
them to:

James M. Lavelle
Holyoke Gas & Electric
99 Suffolk Street
Holyoke, MA 01040
02/06/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
HOLYOKE GAS
& ELECTRIC
Restoration of Manhole No. 28

Sealed bids for he above con-
tract will be received by Holyoke
Gas & Electric until 2:00 p.m.
March 3, 2026 at the office of
the Manager, 99 Suffolk Street,
Holyoke, MA 01040, at which
time proposals will be publicly
opened and read.

Bid Deposit

A Bid Deposit equal to 5% of
the total value of the bid must
accompany all bids and may be
in the form of a certified, treasur-
er’s, or cashier’s check payable
to HG&E from a responsible
bank or trust company; cash; or
a bid bond from a licensed surety
payable to HG&E.

Prevailing Wage Rates

Rates, which are to apply
to the work, are set by the MA
Department of Labor and Indus-
tries.

Additional information may
be obtained from:

Chi Wong
99 Suffolk Street
Holyoke, MA 01040
413.536.9308
cwong@hged.com

The right is hereby reserved
to reject any or all proposals, or
to accept any proposal that in the
opinion of the Manager may be
for the best interest of the City of
Holyoke.

Please mark SEALED enve-
lopes “Bid for Restoration of
Manhole No. 28” and address
them to.

James M. Lavelle, Manager
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept
99 Suffolk St
Holyoke, MA 01040

02/06/2026

City of Holyoke

Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the
Holyoke City Council will hold
a public hearing to hear a Spe-
cial permit for home occupation
of Mustafa Ibic at 60 Westfield
Road (122-00-017) for Custom
Tailor tailor shop per 4.8.2. Hear-
ing will take place on Monday,
February 23, 2026 at 6:30 pm
at Holyoke City Hall 536 Dwight
St and can be accessed remote-
ly via www.zoom.us Meeting
ID 868 5829 9033 Meeting
Passcode 872395 or by call in
at 1-646-558-8656 with same
Meeting ID and Passcode. For a
copy of the application or to pro-
vide comments, please contact
City Council Admin Asst Jef-
fery Anderson-Burgos at Ander-
son-BurgosJ @holyoke.org or by
phone 413-322-5525.
02/06, 02/13/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The Ordinance Committee
of the Holyoke City Council as
well as the Holyoke Planning
Board will hold separate public

hearings to hear a zoning ordi-
nance text change proposal to
make the necessary changes to
clarify parking on residential
properties and create an enforce-
ment structure. Planning Board
public hearing will be held on
Tuesday, February 24th, 2026
at 5:30 p.m. via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID: 870 5374 1582
or by call in at 1-646-558-8656
with same meeting ID. Ordi-
nance Committee public hearing
will be held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 24th at 6:30pm at Holyoke
City Hall 536 Dwight St and can
be accessed remotely via zoom.
us Meeting ID 829 8811 9233
Meeting Passcode 749060 or by
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with
same Meeting ID and Passcode.
To provide comments to the
Planning Board, please contact
Brianna Tejada at tejadab@holy-
oke.org. To provide comments to
the Ordinance Committee, please
contact City Council Admin Asst
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ @holyoke.org or
by phone 413-322-5525.
Planning Board Chair
Lauren Nile,

Ordinance Chair
Meg Magrath-Smith
02/06, 02/13/2026

City of Holyoke

Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee of
the Holyoke City Council as well
as the Holyoke Planning Board
will hold separate public hear-
ings to hear a zoning ordinance
text change proposal to add a
definition of “Data Centers” as a
use, and to clarify that this use is
not allowable in any zoning dis-
trict in the city. Planning Board
public hearing will be held on
Tuesday, February 24th, 2026
at 5:30 p.m. via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID: 870 5374 1582
or by call in at 1-646-558-8656
with same meeting ID. Ordi-
nance Committee public hearing
will be held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 24th at 6:30pm at Holyoke
City Hall 536 Dwight St and can
be accessed remotely via zoom.
us Meeting ID 829 8811 9233
Meeting Passcode 749060 or by
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with
same Meeting ID and Passcode.
To provide comments to the
Planning Board, please contact
Brianna Tejada at tejadab@holy-
oke.org. To provide comments to
the Ordinance Committee, please
contact City Council Admin Asst
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ @holyoke.org or
by phone 413-322-5525.

Planning Board Chair

Lauren Niles

Ordinance Chair
Meg Magrath-Smith
02/06, 02/13/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD25P1421GD
In the interests of
D’Anthony Omar Fermaintt
of Holyoke, MA
Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor
NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time:
A hearing on a Petition for
Appointment of Guardian of
a Minor filed on 07/08/2025
by William W Vazquez of
Holyoke, MA will be held
02/17/2026 08:30 AM Motion.
Located: Probate and Family
Court, 4th Floor, 50 State
Street, Springfield, MA 01103.
2. Response to Petition: You
may respond by filing a written
response to the Petition or by
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested
parties at least five (5) business
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor:
The minor (or an adult on behalf
of the minor) has the right to
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If
you are a parent of the minor
child who is the subject of this
proceeding you have a right to
be represented by an attorney. If
you want an attorney and cannot
afford to pay for one and if you
give proof that you are indigent,
an attorney will be assigned to
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of
Appointment of Counsel form.
Submit the application form in
person or by mail at the court
location where your case is
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at
Hearing: A minor over age 14
has the right to be present at any
hearing, unless the Court finds
that it is not in the minor’s best
interests.

Date: January 20, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
02/06/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD22P2487EA
Estate of:
Daniel Francis Griffin
Date of Death:

August 19, 2022
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Maureen A.
O’Driscoll of Holyoke, MA.

Maureen A. O’Driscoll of
Holyoke, MA has been informal-
ly appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

02/06/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD25D1041DR
Christian J Lorenzo vs.
Elsa M Lorenzo
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING

To the Defendant:

The Plaintiff has filed
a Complaint for Divorce
requesting that the Court grant
a divorce for Irretrievable
Breakdown.

The Complaint is on file at
the Court.

An Automatic Restraining
Order has been entered in this
matter preventing you from tak-
ing any action which would neg-
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atively impact the current finan-
cial status of either party. SEE
Supplemental Probate Court
Rule 411.

You are hereby summoned
and required to serve upon:
Christian J Lorenzo
Commorant 627 Randall Rd
Ludlow, MA 01056

your answer, if any, on or
before 03/25/2026. If you fail to
do so, the court will proceed to
the hearing and adjudication of
this action. You are also required
to file a copy of your answer, if
any, in the office of the Register
of this Court

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: January 30, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
02/06/2026

City of Holyoke
Office of Purchasing
Invitation to Bid
IFB 2026-22 DPW
Main Street
Intersection Improvements:
Local Bottleneck Reduction
Program

Sealed bids for Main Street In-
tersection Improvements: Local
Bottleneck Reduction Program,
Holyoke, MA will be received
on March 3, 2026 at the City of
Holyoke Office of Procurement,
536 Dwight Street, Room 3,
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040,
Attn: Jaime Morrow, Chief Pro-
curement Officer until 2 PM
prevailing time, at which said
Bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids shall be
submitted within a sealed enve-
lope addressed to the “City of
Holyoke Office of Procurement,
536 Dwight Street, Room 3,
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040,
Attn: Jaime Morrow, Chief Pro-
curement Officer” and titled
“Main Street Intersection Im-
provements: Local Bottleneck
Reduction Program, Bid#2026-
22DPW”. The work under this
contract shall include furnishing
the necessary labor, transporta-
tion, tools, equipment, materials,
and appurtenances to make traf-
fic signal improvements on Main
Street in Holyoke between the
intersections of Berkshire St and
Sargeant St, including replace-
ment of signage and pavement
markings as well other incidental
work. Bidding procedures shall
be in accordance with the provi-
sions of M.G.L. Chapter 30, Sec-
tion 39 M as amended. Attention
is called to the minimum wage
rates required to be paid for all
labor on this project. Wage rates
are established in schedules is-
sued by the Department of Labor
and Workforce Development, in
accordance with Section 26A
- 27D, or Chapter 149 of the
M.G.L., as amended. Beginning
at 10 AM on February 4, 2026,
all project documents will be

distributed and supplied by the
City of Holyoke’s in electronic
format only. Submit requests
for documents to Jaime Mor-
row, Chief Procurement Offi-
cer, at morrowj@holyoke.org
between the hours of 8:30 AM
and 4:30 PM. Requests shall
include firm name and address,
contact name and title, email
address, and telephone number.
The estimated value of this
contract, including all bid al-
ternates, is $373,163.00. The
bidder Contractor shall also
be MassDOT, Highways Divi-
sion, Prequalified in the class
of work “HIGHWAY - CON-
STRUCTION” or “TRAFFIC
SIGNALS”. An award will not
be made to a Contractor who
is not pre-qualified with the
MassDOT Highway Division
prior to the opening of pro-
posals. The bidder agrees that
its bid shall be good and may
not be withdrawn for a period
of 45 days, Saturdays, Sundays
and legal holidays excluded, af-
ter the opening of the bids. The
Awarding Authority reserves the
right to reject any or all bids, and/
or waive any informality, if it is
deemed to be in the public inter-
est to do so. No electronic sub-
missions allowed.

02/06/2026

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARINGS

The Ordinance Committee of
the Holyoke City Council as
well as the Holyoke Planning
Board will hold separate public
hearings to hear a zoning ordi-
nance text change proposal to
review potential changes to op-
erating times of cannabis dispen-
saries. Planning Board public
hearing will be held on Tues-
day, February 10, 2026 at 5:30
p.m. via www.zoom.us Meeting
ID: 870 5374 1582 or by call in at
1-646-558-8656 with same meet-
ing ID. Ordinance Committee
public hearing will be held on
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 at
6:30pm _at Holyoke City Hall
536 Dwight St and can be ac-
cessed remotely via zoom.
us Meeting ID 873 9001 6319
Meeting Passcode 613009 or by
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with

same Meeting ID and Passcode.
To provide comments to the
Planning Board, please contact
Brianna Tejada at tejadab@holy-
oke.org. To provide comments to
the Ordinance Committee, please
contact City Council Admin Asst
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ @holyoke.org or

by phone 413-322-5525.

Planning Board Chair,
Lauren Niles

Ordinance Chair,
Meg Magrath-Smith
01/23, 01/30, 02/06/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD10P0727PM
In the matter of:

Elba Rosario
of Holyoke, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
you are hereby notified pursuant
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental
Rules of the Probate & Family
Court, that the first and second
and final account(s) of Kari
Nykorchuk of Northampton,
MA as Conservator of the prop-
erty of said Respondent has or
have been presented to the Court
for allowance.

You have the right to object
to the account(s). If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 02/24/2026. This day is
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to
object to the account(s). If you
fail to file the written appearance
and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you,
including the allowance of the
account(s).

Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3
of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to
the Conservator, by registered or
certified mail, a written request
to receive a copy of the Petition
and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: January 15, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
02/06/2026

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

401k, and health plan.

Now Hbmg!

Advertising Sales

» Do you want to work in your
community helping local businesses
connect with their customers?

Turley Publications is a
locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing,
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume

an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

» You must be a self-starter with
excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer
skills are required. Previous print
sales experience is preferred

but we will train the right candidate.

Representative

» Do you want a career supporting
local journalism, which tells the
unique stories of our communities?

Turley®

Publications, Inc
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Isabelle Gonzalez and Brittany Rodriguez carefully navigate the ice.

At-Large City Councilor Michael Sullivan
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joins in the fun.
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THEVILLAGE COMMONS

SHOPS - RESTAURANTS « . THEATERS

Hadley, MA
llege Street « South
S (413)532:3400

THE HOLYOKE SUN,
TOWN REMINDER, &
CHICOPEE REGISTER

is offering our local businesses
an AMAZING opportunity to
advertise at a reduced rate!

ONLY $275!

this special section will run in
ALL 3 PAPERS February 27 issue
The Holyoke Sun, Town Reminder,
AND Chicopee Register!!!

Ad Deadline: FEBRUARY 18, 2026
Quarter page ad (5.25" x 9.6") $275
Half page ad (10.75" x 9.6") $460

Full page ad (10.75" x 19.5") $650

$50 SPOT COLOR/$100 FULL COLOR

Mayor Joshua Garcia tries out the new attraction.

Genesis Kelly enjoys her time on ice skates.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

commons.com
Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc.

- A TURLEY PUBLICATION -
WWW.TURLEY.COM

Send Us Your Snow Photos!

Contact Wendy Delcamp to reserve your space today

413-237-4245 or wdelcamp@turley.com
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